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& ae « rue 
— lions, on ;the,.. ewiſh 
and religion, which ate here: examine 
anſwered. However, 1 


this attack ſeems to be. the fame 


to undermine the chriſtaan religion, h. 
| froying the authority of eie Teſta; 

Fr wx ey 18 al he e nd. ſt: 0 * 
has collected all the antiquat ons 

Collins, Tindal, &c. and dreſſed them . 
new far the NY lame. purpoſe. for Which 
they were firſt ed... Indeed, de 
Voltaire ſeldom: 728 any thin from hig 0 own. 
fund, and when he does, we = no. Revlon 
to admire his learning or accuracy. 


But, abſtracted 8 2 . 
this work may be very uſeful to thoſe who 
read the ſcripture. Many difficult parts of 
it are kere explained, and many deiſtical ob- 

| A3 _JjeQtions 


" bs 1 


ions anſwered in a manner entirely new. 
| 3 might be given in the affair of 
the golden calf, Jephtha's vow, and in ſeve- 

ral paſſages of the prophets, which will afford 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction to all impartial en- 
uirers. There are many curious obſerva- 
tions on the Jewiſh-laws, and the compariſon 
that is inſtituted between them and the laws 
of modern nations, will contribute to give us 
an higher opinion of the Moſaick code than 
| -pefictilly entertained. There are alſo 


evtl intereſting particulars concerning the 4 


modern Jews. to be found here, which are 
not ene ra * known by us chriſtians. | 


"The Nadel dt not hy too great fireſs 
on the encomiums, which are given to Mr. 
de Voltaire thro' this work. Some of them 
are jronital,” and others are inſerted in order 
to keep up that ſpirit -of polite diſputation,” 
which the authors generally adhere to-. As 

a poet and an hiſtorian, Mr. de Voltaire has 
met with merited applauſe; but he is very 
far from being equally well qualified for We 
office a 8 the ee 37 
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Sora E years ag, a bock Was üble. | 
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chriſtians 42 5 reaſon to complain. As. non 

of the ſons of Jacob owned them, as none 0 

them were convicted of having wrote them, 
this is a proof that thoſe ſeeming Jews Were 
fei ned characters, and that the Whole cor- = 

reſpondence was imaginary. Which of u 

would: be 6. imprudefit as to inveigh kane 
' thoſe who tolerate us, and to turn their cere- 
monies, their opinions and cuſtoms into ridi- 
cule? No ſuch TM will be Tun in this 
colleQion. 1 A1. 
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The erlef Pürpose a1 "rr work 5 to j 2 
tify our nation, which is arra v a 5 
brated writer, ts make him ible” of ſome, 
| miſtakes, that have eſcaped him in ſpeaking. 
of our ſacred writings ;, and to eng oa 0 to. 
correct them 1 in his new edition. 
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the principal artic & of. the. Phil, opbica I Dic- 


2 ole tion, au fas done it With. that air 8 


. ADVERTISEMENT. 


"Wh 


this blleRieniwas 185 preſs, ty 8 


books have appeared. In one of 
them our facred 9 are vindicated a- 


t the 11 0 ſophy. of Hz or, In the other 


Honary” Are E We think the LEE 
who 1 18 attacke in "this work, cannot excuſe 
him elf from 1 1525 bale his. 7 


Would be an acknow 7 oof ot F his « defeat. 
fo te Bit two Wo 7 4 5 4 h.a nature 5 
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iter in 1 5 98 r ck two. 25 1 0 et 


tlas, Who are re far ſuperior 1 to. us. ch mak. 
WM of Brie od Hig nit 82 7 | 


In vain have we called on Mr. de ial 


t Free! the liſts With thoſe. champions. he are 


olf by of him. He has thought it mor e | 
| prodetit to e to "leſs forthidable e 


0 


b petiorit) - which, EE, and, (talents, aſpire... 


Ace dillike a ag Contempt; Thich be "has 
ſewn 5 chis coll 9 RP Hot however 
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„This tbeß is ht keaßt The ihirtk Gdisom Gch 
we lay before the publick, of à rude, impudent 
work, which:can'pleaſe none but criticks without 


taſte, and muſt be doped perſons of 4 learn- 


ed; liberal caſt. This 1 is e which 


Mr. de Voltaire has ne He is 42 


party in the 
And in conſequence of this, . 8 


comp tem judge, but however a 


: nion has: met an cm OTIS" 


"a * 1 + n 


This collection 3 to * nnd 


publick, and moſt of the periodical ara 1 


ſpoke favourably of it. As ſoon as it 
came out, the late Mr. Bonamy haſtened to 
give an account of it in the Journal of Ver- 
es and he has done it in terms very flatter- 

to the authors. He calls them learnel 
a er ws, and tbeir work" a learned 
and » exrellent "colleftion of 'Letters. In the 

7 mean: time; ſay 8 this author, whilſt aue are 

preparing an 2 this work; we" cun- 
not be too Preſing in ebe e 


: ing ef it. A1 '1 © 4 2 2&5 WOE ASS * 3 W JN . 5 
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Ahe author of P Anne litteraire; ſpeaks no 
leſs: favourably of its: Theſe letters, ſays he, 


have” Been 1really-epritten by Jews; ith intent as 


to juſtifytheir nation mluch has ben arraign- 
e by Mrd Voltaire, and to point out many of 
bus, errors in * ſpeaking wof the" {mares 
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10 ADvERTISEMENT. 
This author gives an abſtract, and thus 


8 J. beſe letters are worth reudi Ag. 


diſcover induſtry, erudition and 

We Soph be too e in requeſting. gr 
thors to continue their. comments an ant part 
of the | writings of Mr. de Voltuire. Theſe 
may be joined to that comment which is pre- 
om the other part of 
= Writt In this latter are pointed out. 

I the e falſe quotations, and falſe dates, 

with which he has fluffed that Een which 
be has given us for an | „Here 700 the 
other learned productions 
ere not Nene i 


- The judgment paſſed o on theſe lettem ie in the. 


| Journal des Scavans is ſtill more honoural 
io the authors of them. They g | 

excellent abſtract of the work, which con- 
eludes in theſe words. F all polemici works 
were written in the ſtyle of this, they uould do 
more honour to their - authors, a 
better received by the publick. The different 
| ſubjeRs then treated by our Jews, in their let- 
ters, are conſidered, and ne ſtren 


conclude, ſaying, Ve — wiſh to lay before 
the reader the greateſt part of the. ab 
jects which are treated by our on und to 
ſhew with what energy, ſolidity and evidence, . 
295 Bring to A: 2 errors, miſtakes, varia- 
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give in it Alt. . 


gth is given 
to their reaſonings, by the clearneſs and pre- 
ciſion with which they are preſented. They 


tions, 5 


* 
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Hors, and contradiftions of their adverſary. 
The miſcellaneous | obſervations, at the end of 
the work, are announced as 3 were the 
abſtratt of a larger; commentary. Do the au- 
thors fignify by Fab their intention of publiſh= 
ing more extenſsxve treatiſes? In this caſe we 
 exhort them till to keep up the tone of polite- 
neſs and —_— that prevails thro their pre- 
ſent work, which is written befides in an in- 
3 and egy: 3 "The: 197 | 
red Jeus may juſtly repel an injury, to 
which E whe al gf hom who- is Z | 
have given it adds weight. It is well known - 
how | contagious the failings, errors, and mif- 
pics of great men are, except they loſe their 
conſequence by their fingulority er too great 
—_ This laſt ſtroke is full of "Fs 
| it 1 more than our two nme ; 


We ould mill quote a e e ol 
other periodical writers, both French and o- 
thers, who have given were the ſame opi- 

nion of our a en and letters. But 
theſe accounts, altho they might be enter- 


taining and uſeful, would * tedious. 


We ſhall beg the reader's permiſſion however, 
to add to them the opinion of thoſe learned 
Engliſhmen, the authors of the Monthly Re- 

view. The letters 'now before us are written 


with: much more decency, politeneſs' and temper. 


Reer 0 in COntrouer- 


Lal 


12 ADVERTISEMENT. 


& al writings.” They likewiſe ſhew- the Few" 
* to be men of learning, candour and good Joſe - 
They. treat Voltaire with great reſpect, but point 
aut many miſtakes, inconſiſtencies, contradi Sion 
and miſrepreſentations in what he has advanced 

concerning the Jeus, and the writings 'of the 
Old Teſtament. In a word," the Hebrew. gentle= 
men defend themſelves with great ability, and 


diſcuſs ſeveral points relating to ates 25 50 
n m erudition wan e e ed | 


. Oni intention in n mentioning thoſe tele 
nies, ſo honourable to our authors, is neither 
to recommend their work, nor to flatter their 
vanity. Their pride is raiſed by no encomi- 

ums, but by thoſe which are addreſſed to their 
politeneſs and moderation. They look upon 
the others as incitements generouſly given to 
ſtrangers, who endeavour to write in a lan- 
guage which is not their own, upon intereſt- 
ing ſubjects, and againft an adverſary ſo much 


ſuperior to beams for very reaſon, ſo oo” 
| gl OS „ IS. 4 2 5 „ 7 1 S 


We on not ante cities by: thts 3 enco- 
miums, to adminiſter conſolation to them for 
the very different manner in which Mr. de 
Voltaire has ſpoke of them. In the opinion 
of this learned and deep writer, our authors 
are ignorant, hot-beaded 'blockheads. Thus he 
treats n in _ _— 1 16. winle he 

1 . en, 


AD K IS N BWT. > WW 


decla s, that as he may have been miſtaken 
in many things, thro want of time or infor- 
mation, he will with pleaſure retract thoſe 
errors into which he may have fallen, and 
that he 7hanks thoſe who will point them out 
to him, even altho' their zeal ſhould favour 
of ſharpneſs. Our authors, whoſe zeal has 
no ſharpneſs, generouſly forgive Mr. de Vol- 
taire thoſe little bitter ſtrokes, which are in- 
deed leſs violent than his vehement attacks 
upon ſo many men of letters. They well 
know how impatiently this great man bears 
contradiction, even: when his fiery and im- 
tuous imagination hurties him beyond thoſe 
fois Wisch in calmer hours, yo FN ThE 
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But it was proper to — tat our au- 
thors are not the only-perſons who: perceive 
want of juſt inference, contradictions, errors, 
and falſchoods in the writings of this great 
man, and that many others ſee as much of 
theſe things as they do, and ſome more. It 
was proper to make learned foreigners ſenſi- 
ble, whom we have known to lament over 
the whims, of French beaux- eſprits, that the 
ſeduction of philoſophizing has not yet ſo far 
ſpread over the nation, but that there is yet 

a conſiderable number of the learned, Who 
deem it honourable to hold different opini- 
ons, and alſo to tell their minds freely. And 
3 the endeavours; of certain 


|" 5 writers, 


a 


_ A DV RI 8 EME NT. 

writers, to raiſe Mr. de Voltaire to the rank 
of monarch of literature, there are ſtill ſome 

judges who dare approve thoſe writings which 


ve his errors, n t as n, 
relpe to his talents. bows be 


Lites fay a word of the a additions IF 
this new edition. In the firſt place, fix new 
letters are taken up in defence of the legi 
tion of Moſes. It is obvious that this Jub- 
je alone would have afforded matter for a 


more extenſive work, and perhaps ſome of 


our authors would have attempted it. But 
they are informed that * — celebrated Mr. 
Michaelis is preparing to publiſh his Droit 
Moſaigue. The pu Mick w 
the work of ſo learned a man the juſteſt no- 
tions, and the moſt! extenſive information 
with REG our whole: GORE x: B16 240/11 


What Mr. as Voltaire! ſays . 


leration amo the Jews, is diſcuſſed —. 


more particularly. We ſhew' that the facts 
he quotes from our hiſtory are either foreign 
to the queſtion, or falſely repreſented, or that 
they happened in times of anarchy, captivity, 
general corruption, &c. That moſt of the 
inftances he produces, prove nothing, or make 


— againſt himſelf, That the Jewiſh-tegiflation 


was of neceſſity intolerant, but not the only 
© intolerant one, and that this ſeverity: was bet⸗- 
ter anden TOI them, than * 


* 


ill certainly find in 
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other nations. On this occaſion many in- 
ſtances of want of toleration among the an- 
eients are produced, eſpecially among the 
Greeks and Romans. More examples yet 
might have been quoted, eſpecially in reaſon- 
ing againſt Mr. de Voltaire, for example, A- 
braham perſecuted for the ſake of geligion by 
Nembrod; Zoroaſter waging war againſt the 
king of Touran, in order to make him con 
form to the worſhip: of fire; the oath which 


5 every citizen -of. | Athens took to defend his 


religion, and to conform to it without reſerve; 
Eſchilus condemned and led to execution, 
for having ſpoken ill of the Gods; the Epi- 
curean philoſophers baniſhed from two cities, 
becauſe they corrupted the morals of the ci- 
tizens by their maxims and examples; the 
works of Cremutius Cordus burned by order 
of the ſenate, which laſt fact, added to the 
others that our authors have produced, proves 
inconteſtably the falſehood of Mr, de Vol- 
2 Ven, that there is no inſtance i : 
ftory of u ph: loſopher's having oppoſed the will 
of the prince anl. of: the -i The au- 
thorg are ſenſible that many inſtances of to- 
leration may be produced againſt them, but 
they know that it is eaſy to anſwer them, eſ- 
pecially in oppoſition to Mr. de Voltaire, and 
they cannot conceive that ſo great a writer, 
defending ſo favourite a cauſe, could ſtake his 
credit on ſuch weak arguments, whilſt much 
better ones were at hand. V 


16 ADVERTISEMENT. 
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The ſhort commentary contains many new: 
Some of them relate. to Abraham, 
and to: the origin of circumeiſion. Our au- 

thors had omitted them in the former edition 
to avoid repetition, and becauſe; the two 
learned chriſtians, above ſpoken of, had treat- 
ed this ſubject. But as it was repreſented to 
them, that theſe ſubjeas were particularly in- 
tereſting to the Jewiſh nation, whoſe members 
ſeldom read chriſtian books, they thought 
proper to 
ing and enlarging them: Where they have 
gleaned after the two learned chriſtians, they 


Pants thought it their duty to confeſs * _ 


to Sve. honour Whom hodour: was due. i 


to der: | 3. 810. (ESI 


The whole aka — by the . 
nation of an article taken out of the Queſlions 
ſur I Encyclopedi e, in which: Mr. de Voltaire 
returns again to the ſtory of the golden calf, 
and ſtri ves to make defence by the art of chy- 
miſtry, and that of caſting metals. If he 
finds The. tone of out authors a little more 


animated in the reply, he muſt excuſe it. He 
firſt taught them this tone. However, he 
may ſee in the laſt pages, that tho our authors 

are under the neceſſity of pris” et * baue 


taſte ee to > giy ve due oy 


ubliſh.theſs-exfraQs, after reviſ- 
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r Eügth the Wiſhes! of the public and 
ur own are ſoon to be \gratified-!: Vou 


are giving a new Edition of your: Works. 
As it is to be publiſhed under your own Eyes 


* 


and with your own Ctions it will he au- 
thentic and complete. All the real produc- 
tions of the greateſt Genius of this Age will 
be found there collected, and it will he eaſy 
hereafter to diſtinguiſh them from that Heap 
of ſpurious productions which are impudent- 
ly aſcribed to Nen thoſe unhappy Births, laid 
to your charge ned, by 


® 7 
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their own Parent, as 5. of bearing his 
Name 0 = Wb 1 ls 4 9 >. 
You are raiſing : a laſting Monument to your 
oy Glory and for the Inſtruction of Poſteri- 

: You will not leave any ching in it that 
10 tarniſh the former, or miſlead the latter: 
Therefore you are ſtill reviewing thoſe im- 


mortal Works and e now HOY the 
up hand to them! 


* 


| Could 1 we wiſh for a NP fin rable « 0 
portunity of preſenting you this Collection 
which we have made up out of ſome Tracts 
that concern us? N are Letters, Reflec- 
tions, à Comment, Gt. of ſome of our Bre- 
thren, e and Germans, on various 
parts of your Writings: Be pleaſed, Sir, to 
receive and peruſe them. As you are now 
'employed: in your new Edition, which is an- 
nounced, t may be profitable and pleaſing to 
vou to read over thoſe ſheets. For altho' the 
Miſtakes and Ertors, the Contradictions, and 
bad Reaſoning, the Falſchoods and ſcandalous 
Imputations in your Remarks on the Hiſtory 
= the rv and their e e are 

ere pointed out, yet * vr 
kw why the deſerved OE ny 
bete flame not eee Wh 
. — and watitonly attack yo 
1150 | '. "they 
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| | They are Members of a Nation which you 
have often outrageouſly. abuſed, and. which 
you ceaſe. not to perſecute with an Animoſity 


unaccountable: (1) They confine:thamſetves 


to a Reply which you Lag rendered-necef 
ſary : ' repell 0 Parts, but they revase 
— which throws them: They — paſ- 
ſionate Lovers of your forks, and could wiffi 


to find in every — of them that Exadieſs 
and high Perfection which you are able to 


give them, and they think you may be obliged 


to them for pointing out to you thoſe parts | 


which ſeem to fall ſhort of this Character. 
In this Spirit they have wrote theſe Obſer- 


vations, and with theſe Motives only, we have 


collected chem and E them to you. 


We remain with higheſt Eftcem and 
_ Veneration, 


Sir, 


1 moſt obedient humble Servants, . 


5 ” * PE I" 
. 
— 9 Ka 


| „ Joszen Lorna, 255 
Paris, the— IsAAc MoxrENRERO, 
e BENJAMIN GrooT, | 


Joie in the Environs of Utrecht. 
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Or. CERTAIN, 


PORTUGUEZE JEWS, 
| WiTH 1 


| CRITICAL | REFLEXIONS on the 7 
Chapter of the ijth Volume (1) of the 
Wonkks of Mr. ae wit h reſpect 
to the Jews. fo) 3 


nin Fs * . 3 * 7 > 
— 1 d . PRESS * - 


LETT TER 1 1 
From Mr. PTY V 


M r. e 15 
The Occafion ond Subj ef 0 | the fulluoing Letters. 


You deſire to know Ke, what has given' 
Birth to the following Letters and Reflecti- 
ons: It is proper to my you. 88 


 Worldly tere often divides thoſe whom 
the Ties 0 Blood, Religion, and common 
Misfortunes ſhould unite.” About eight or ten 


Nea 0 a eg aroſe derwerd the Por- 
FW 53 tugueze 
00 2 Pal. Ito: the So of the Edition of I 


. 
FRY 
= Show 


0” Rn RE” 


22 LETTERS o f 

tugueze Jews of Bourdeaux, and ſome of their 
Brethren of other Nations. Theſe laſt pre- 
tehding to form but one Body with the others, 
claimed upon that account thoſe Privileges 
which the firſt had enjoyed in this a for 


more than two Centuries. 7 


W t 2 5 


In thefe Circuit the Portugueze Jews 
| applied to the Author (1), and requeſted he 
would join his good Offices to thole of their 


Kron ent at Paris: He ſerved them with 

;. afhd wrote to the Marthal Duc 

R. Fat whom he received an Anfwer as 

attering to himſelf as it was N to 
the Portugueze Nation (3). 


This was not the'bnly © Oblipation the Por- 
tugueze had to the Author. T. his diſpute 
gave occaſion to reflect on the Uifadvanta- 
geous and cruel Prejudices which are enter- 
tained aga ainſt the Nein Nation in e 


- ATED 4 A * 12 FOE | _ UE 
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* 4 
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1 a7 


£19313 * $1 0 4 0 Ma 12.4 [101 : 
3. The Pr of. xions Criti h 
a Portugueze Jew, of Rf for | . Is Pin 
Genius. He has wrote an Ray, on Luxury, publiſhed | 
at Verden in 1764. Bd.. 
42) This Agent is Mr. Noche, bollchebe fer the Art 


Nen Perſons to ſpeab, who ese from theit 
irt 


63) Ude this common N 2 are induded the Por. 
tugueze and Spaniſh Jews. hey are ſettled in France 
ſince the Year 1550, and enjoy the ſame Privileges as 
the King's other Subjects by Virtue of Letters Patent, 
which have been renewed every] Reign. Aut. DTT Ni 
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"and. on the common 78 of Informa- 

tion in France co g this Point, that 
A. diſtinction ſhould. be e between the 

Jews of Spain and Portugal, and; t 4 
other Nations. It was there mh hgh ne: 
ceſlary to write a ſhort ogy for 8 
in general, and to ſhow the di erence 1 5 
thele two Bodies of Men. This Taſk was 


given to the Author, ad e it. 


ME il T7 


_ Ms. de Yolaire's Chap Site inſt the ews 
ſeemed to be Ah 1 Ting to their diſ⸗ 
advantage. The Weight of of Authority whi 44 
this. itltrions W Wines 5 to Nope Preju 
was almoſt ſuffic ent to N cru 
entirely, by. ſupplying. Calymay, in — 4 
of Time, With Weapons, As we aol ie h la 
ed that this OTST RPA or. coul In- 
tention, and that he guld even rejoice to {ee 
thoſe Evils prevented which he had not fore- | 
ſeen or attended to, our Author has reſolved 
to combat thieſe Imputations, You are ſenſi- 
ble with how — — —— he has 
done 1 it, and with what Succeſs. Sun 


This, Sir, was the on and the Subject 
of thoſe Letten, &c. which _ wiſh to read 


„ . 4 « F ee 


* (1) Are hes "ORIG in their fears that the Writings 
of Mr. de Voltaire will cruſh the Jewiſh Nation entirely ? 
Could empty Declamation accompliſh that which ſo 
many Ages of — never could effect? Edit. 
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are ſo much exalt 80 above thoſe of « Jermany 
F 
2 2 1 DNV GOOG} O77] 7 
we e wih that every Chriſtian 
would read this Work 1 with thoſe Sentiments 
of Moderation 47 Impartiality which you 
poſſeſs. They may then perhaps adopt leſs 
unfifourable 2 p . of the 188 or il 3 
MN eule under the Marks of Benevo- 
olence and Toleration, but a Chriſtian ſhould 
Kiſo neither Paſſion: nor Hatred, . 
CCC 140 ea S0: 
lber ett Ton i of bn ad 
il 918 1 We remain feed a. 
dat 96. Gori alen mourn ol i i 
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over again, "= heſe preliminar Informations 
will be uſeful, as you think, in caſting Light 
on the Ref Erin Critiques. It will be eaſier 
underſtood why, in an Apology for the Jew-. 


e 


iſh Nation, the Portugueze and | Spaniſh Jews 
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From ths Author of the Critical Reſton to 
M. PEREIRE, Agent to the  Portugueze 
Nation at | Bourdeaux, | when he e E * 

; R OY +: & JG 2 
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8 45 E Letter an Un 1 wrote bo your 
directions to Marſhal R. in favour. of 


the Portugueze Nation, eſtabliſhed at Bour- 


deaux, has procured me from you ſuch 
Thanks and Encomiums as I ſhould ſcarcely 
have deſerved; if I had acquitted; myſelf of 
every thing which you and that Nation could 


juſtly expect from my Zeal for their Inter- 
eſts. Theſe Intereſts ſnould be dear to me 


for more Reaſons than one, firſt on account 
of our common deſoent, our Anceſtors hav- 
ing lived for many Centuries in Spain and 
Portugal, then on account of | thoſe Feel- 
ings which tie us to our ancient Count 

and t to | that 1 ancient at ), hq Parent 
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WER This Ma 4nd; the 7 Re were 
e at Amſterdam in 1762. Edit. \ 

(2) Thoſe Chriſtians who look upon the preſent Jew: 
iſh Worſhip as ſuperſtitious and vain, yet ſincerely re- 
ſpect the ancient Jewiſh Religion, the Parent of their's: 
None among them deſpiſe it except Atheiſts and Deiſts. 

: | Chriſt. 


26 + AKT OT>o 5 
of all others, which is moſt univerſally and 


unjuſtly vilified by thoſe who ought to treat 


it with Reſpect and Veneration. The fignal 
do to the Portugueze Nation ſettled at Am- 
ſterdam, of which I hope they will long reap 
the Advantages, are but an additional Incite- 
ment urging me to give to my Brethren in 
other Places thoſe Proofs of good will which 
they have a right to expect from me: But 1 
am ſorry that you have employed me on two 
occaſions, in which the'Intereſts of the Por- 
tugueze Nation claſn, as it were, with thoſe 
of the Jews of other Nations: I am ſenſibly 
affected by this, and I'perceive the ſame Feel- 


ings in you, altho* Reaſon and ſound Policy 
authorize your Conduct. Caligula wiſhed 
that the Roman People had but one Head, 


that he might have the barbarous Pleaſure of 
cutting it off at one Stroke: Why did he 
not convert the Wiſn, in order that the Hap- 


pineſs of one Individual might become that 


would be our Wifn. The Happineſs we ac 


quire at the expence of others is but à gild- 
ed Misfortune: It is a Poiſon which can cure 
none except the Sick; but unfortunately in 
Politicks, as well as in Phyſick, we are often 


obliged to apply to Empyricks. Since Men 
have been divided into many diſtin, Com- 
munities, it ſeems to be a peculiar Misfor- 
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tune that the Intereſts of theſe ſeveral Socie- 
ties muſt neceſſarily claſh. It is therefore 
incumbent on us to vindicate the Rights of 
the Portugueze, altho this ſhould be preju- 
dicial to the Germans, or the Jews: of A- 

vignon, at the ſame time you and I wiſh 
by the moſt important Services to make theſe- 
latter forget thoſe little Heart-burnings which 
the lawful and neceſſary defence of the Pri- 

vileges of the Portugueze may have com 
led us to give den whit we were I 
on Diſtinction between Thom and us. 


ah ſing: you, "Bi, my e on * 
Mr. de Voltaire has wrote againſt the Jews. 
You will find ſome among them which would 
require to be placed in a fuller light. But as 
it is not my Intention to attack Mr. de Vol- 
taire, I think it ſufficient to preſent that il- 
luſtrious Writer ſome new Materials, which 
no Man can make a better uſe of than him- 
ſelf, and which his love of Truth will, I doubt 
not, induce him to uſe in his new (1) Edition. 
Lou know, Sir, that 1 am his greateſt Ad- 
mirer: 1 could not 0 N mylar if there 


a This. new 1 is 5 N MI. de Volatia 
has now a. fine Opportunity of fulfilling his Engage- 
ments, and of Heu l tis Regard for that Truth which 
be loves. Edit. 

(2) Forgive myſelf. How can Mr. de Voltaire bear a 
mortal Hatred to a People among whom he has ſuch 
zealous Friends? a 
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was any Man in Europe who had read and 


ſtudied his Works oftener than myſelf; I look 
upon them as an univerſal (1) Library: 
And I this day regder him that complete Juſ- 
tification among my Countrymen which Poſ- 
terity will one day render him. (2) Odere inco- 


lumem, poſigenitis carum! His Intention can 


not be to give a free courſe to Calumny: 


No! he will fell that Monſter to the Ground 


as ſoon. as he diſcovers. him. I am perſuaded 
that my Reflexions, if he deigns to read 
them, will not be diſpleaſing to him, and that, 
far from making him my Enemy, they will 
procure me his Eſteem. You are ſenſible of 
the Reſpect I bear you, and with what Re- 
aa ee 
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(1) Univerſal Library. We know not whether this 
Encomium is properly applied to Mr. de Voltaire: Un- 
til now it has not been given to any Man to ſpeak of 
every thing, and at the ſame time to ſpeak well of eve- 
ry thing: The powers of the Underſtanding have their 
it gains in Surface. Elit. B 
(2) Odere incolumem. - We know not whether Mr. de 
Voltaire has Enemies, hut we feel in ourſelves that he 
may be confuted without Hatred and even with Admi- 
ration. Poſterity will ſurely value one Part of his 
Works very highly, and we ſincerely wiſh that they may 
not have any Reproaches to caſt on the other. Edit. 


2 


| Bounds, and beyond them it always loſes in Depth what 
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00 CRITICAL REFLEXIONS. 


On the 123 Chapter of the nth V. olume of Mr. 
| VoLTAIRE' 8 Works. | 


Os F all Vices: the moſt hurtful to Saciots, 
of all Wrongs the moſt. irreparable, of all 
Crimes the Piackelt, i is certainly Calumny. 
The Detriment which they ſuffer who are 
the Objects and the Victims of it, is of infi- 
nite Extent: This is an inconteſtible Truth, 
and Mr. de Voltaire has placed it in it's 
ſtrongeſt Point of View in many Parts of his 

Works. It is alſo true that the more weighty 
an Accuſation is, the more clear ought to be 
the Proofs of it. Theſe Principles admit no 
Exception, even when the meaneſt Individual 
of Society 1 is to be arraigned: Therefore Cau- 
tion is ſtill more neceſſary when a whole Na- 
tion is attacked: And the more extent is 
given to an Accuſation of Crimes, the better 
| e ſhould be the Proofs. 


But are there any | LEI AN which can 
be laid on a People in general? Can a whole 
Nation be acceſſary to a Crime? Can the 
Murder of Charles the firſt be with Juſtice 
im e to the whole e Nation? Or 
1 


(1) We hab taken the Foe to fetrchehs dn parts 
4 theſe Reflex ions which appear unneceſſary: But we 
ſhall be careful to preſerve all the Encomiums which are 
given to Mr. de Voltaire, Edit. 
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dhe Maſſacre of St. Bartholemew to the French 
in the Reign of Charles IX. ? Every univer- 
fal Propoſition is ſuſpicious and liable to Er- 
ror, more eſpecially when we ſpeak of the 
general Character of a Nation, the ſhades of 
which are always much diverſified, according 
to the Station, Rank, Temper, and Profeffion 
of every Individual. Each Province of an 
Empire is as different from the next, as either 


of theſe differ from the Capital, Ws” the Ca- 


pital from the Court, where alſo each Family 
has a-particular Tint by which the Individu- 


als of it are divided into various Characters. 


If in a Wood there are not two Leaves 
which bear a ſtrict Reſemblance, if in the 
World there are not two Faces perfectly alike, 
nor two Men exactly of the ſame way of 


thinking on every Subject, how is it poſſible 


to give the Moral Picture of a Nation with 
one Daſh of the Pen? The Morality of a 
Nation may be compared to that of Indivi- 
duals, of which it is the aggregate: Nature 
varies in the Individual according to phyſical 


Accidents, which alter his Temperament: | 


*Fhere 1s A ſimilar Variation” in Nations, ac- 
cording as political Accidents change their 
Conſtitution: Nations have their clear-ob- 


ſcure: They have their bright Hours in which 


their Virtues ſhine forth; they have alſo 
others in which. their Virtues are obſcured; 
but N ations never are perfectly v virtuous or 

A eee 0 T7 Vieious: 
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vicious: And beſides, they never are for a 
long time ſtationary: Wen 1s uy Lot 
of Fee | 


If this be true with repard t to- Nat ations in 


| general, it is much more ſo with reſpect to 


the Jews in particular. They have been ſcat- 
tered thro 15 o many Nations, that they have, 
we may ſay, adopted in each Country, after 
a certain time, the Characters of the Inha- 
bitants: A Jew in London bears as little Re- 
ſemblance to a Jew at Conſtantinople, as this 


| laſt reſembles a Chineſe Mandarine! A Por- 
tugueze Jew of Bourdeaux, and a German 


Jew of Metz appear two Beings of a differ- 
ent Nature! It is therefore impoſſible to ſpeak 


of the Manners of the Jews in general with- 


out entering into a very long detail, and into 
rticular diſtinctions: The Jew is a Came- 
lion that aſſumes all the Colours of the dif- 
Kreuk Climates he mhabits, of the different 
People he frequents, and of the different i 
vernments under which be lives, 15 


Notwithſtanding is; Mr. de Voltaire His 


| melted them all down to the ſame Subſtance, 


and has given us a ſhocking Picture ot) em 
which bears no  Reſemblance. bl 


The Chrifti an od Mabomeran Rette on, he 
tap firſt, wel oy oh fo ak Urea as their Parent, ; 


ana 


S 


32 rr 9 1 5 


and * 4 very extraordinary (1) Contradiction 
they have vg this Parent 25 Reſect and Hor- 
ror. He might have added what Mr. de 
. Monteſquieu ſays ſomewhere, She is a Mo- 
ther who has brought tab Daughters into the 
Warld that have loaded ben with Stri Pet. 12 


But why: 3 Mr. bs Voltaire: who. was 
born to enlighten the World, add to that 
Cloud of popular Prejudices which have been 
heaped upon the Profeſſors of this Religion 
to the Scandal of Humanity? How could 

this great Man in deſpite of his Underſtand- 
ing and his Heart, in contempt of Reaſon 
and Truth, fall inte ſuch an Abſence of 
ng ? Xe We more eee Term wa, 


( i) By a very e Cintradiftion. The anci- 
ent Jewiſh Religion was holy and venerable, it was the 
Worſhip which God himſelt had ordered, but this Wor- 
ſhip, according to the divine Oracles, was to be abro- 
gated, its Sacrifices aboliſhed, and its Miniſters caſt out. 
—The preſent Jewiſh Religion is, in the Opinion of 
Chriſtians and Turks, this Worſhip condemned. 'W here 
is the ContradiQtion in their rejeQing the one, and * | 
ing due Reſpect to the other? 

There is more Wit than Truth in 5 ſa ing of Mr. 
de Monteſquieu: The ignorant and ſelfith | anaticiſm of 
ſome Chriſtians has perhaps loaded the Jewiſh / Nation 
with many Stripes: But the Fanaticiſm of ſome Chriſ- 
tians is not the Chriſtian Religion: True Chriſtianity 
ſavours neither of Cruelty nor Inhumanity. The Ma- 
hometan Religion announced itſelf with Fire ang Sword 
in Hand! The Religion of Chriſtians has no Weapons 
but Perſuaſion and Benevolence, Difintereſtedneſs and 
Patience. Guy iſt, 
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them (that is the Jews) but an 
' barbarous People, who-have-joined, for a lung 


C 2 R T A 1 N IE W. 


uſe, when + ſee the Enemy of Prejudices 
yielding up his Pen to the blindeſt Propoſſeſ- 


ſion, © that common” Tool ef Calumny, 4 


33 


Monſter which he has ſo oſten felled! to the 


Ground! We cannot refrain from the Uſe 
of this Term, eſpecially when' we ſee him 
conclude this Chapter by ſuch horrid Bxpreſ- 


fions. In ſhort you will find nothing amongſt 
ignorant 


Time, the baſeſt Avarice to the moſt deteſtable 
Superſtition, and the moſt violent Hatred far all 


thoſe Nations which tolerate and enrich them : 


We muſt not ' however (he ſays in wk tender 
Mercy) We muſt not burn tem Is 2 EIS 


* ſhall fa modeſtly to Me. de Voltaire t bunt 

many of thoſe whom he treats ſo cruelly, 
Sola rather ſuffer the Pains of Fire than to 
merit theſe undeſerved Imputations: It would 


28. 0 ö LP „ 


perhaps be eaſy to ſhew that the Jews are hot 


more ignorant, barbarous or ſuperſtitious than 
other Nations, and that the rich among them 
are more inclined to Profuſeneſs than to A- 
varice, which is not the Caſe among other 
People: But no other Proof is neceſſary than 
an Appeal to the Public, to be informed that 
the Jews adopt ſo ſtrongly the Patriot Spirit 
of the N ary 40 among Which they live, that 
they puſh it farther even than the Natives 
themſe FAVS The 4 are Fee to an Ex- 

| bes 
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ceſs of PR Glory of thoſe Nations. 3 


ceive them and which they (1) enrich: If Mr. 


de Voltare will allow himſelf a little Time to 
review the Subject, (for. to his own Tribunal 


1 appeal) he will fee; the Neceſſity of 1 5 


Reparation for what he has faid of the Jewi 


Nation, to Truth, to the Age he lives 1 in "at 
above all to Poſterity, who may plea 


(2) Authority for oppreſſing and e 
pn BY) 100 e a- 


4A 


"pe Mc. de Va I 1 1 to 
that Principle of ſound Reaſon, which 5 af- 
fects to do, he would have begun by diſtin- 
guiſhing from the other Jews the Spaniſh and 


the Portugueze, who neyer have * mixed 
or inœorpo 


orated with the Crowd of the other 
Sons of Jacob: He would have made this 


great diſtinction evident: I am ſenſible that 


it is little known, in Hader Age. Thi the 
Abc 8 5155 1 FOG 91-20% SOR 24:13 1535; Want 


YG 1 rnb t would be a Point 1 not NY EMM 
the Attention of thoſe who are verſed in Politicks,” to 


: enquire whether the Jews-  entich' thoſe Tountries that 


admit them, or whether they only enrich! themſelves, ot 


| whether they do both Os 'T Hep. at the ſame Time, 


which is our. Opinion. Chr. 
2 Plead "bis Author ity.” Mr. de Voltaire would cer- 
tainly have diſowned theſe Imputations had he fareſeen 
ſuch Conſequences from them: However we do not 
think that the Jewiſh Nation has much to fear from 
them : The Public will know how to put a juſt Yatuc 
on them. Edit. 47 
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Jews not to intermix in Marriage 


thren is at ſuch a he ht, that if a Portuge 


CERTA 1 Nr Jr ws 33 
want of proper Information on this head has 


been detrimental, on many occaſians, to the 


Portugueze Nation of Bourdeaux. Mr. de 
Voltaire cannot be ignorant of the ſcrupu- 
lous exactneſs of the Portuguege and Sp 


iſh 
Iance, 
or any other way with the Jews of or Na- 
tions: He has been in Holland, and knows 
that they have ſeparate Synagogues, and that 
altho' they profeſs the ſame Religion and the 
ſame Articles of Faith, yet their Ceremonies 
have often no Reſemblance: The Manners 
of the Portugueze Jews are alſo very different 
from thoſe of the reſt: The former have no 
Beards, nor any thing peculiar in their Diels 
The Rich among them vie with the other 
Nations of Europe in Refinement, Eleganes 
and Show; and differ from them in Worſhip 
only. Their Variance with their other Bre- 


Jew in England or Holland married a Ger- 
man Jeweſs, he would of courſe loſe all his 
Prerogatives, be no longer reckoned a Mem- 


ber of their Synagogue, forfeit all civil and 


eccleſiaſtical Prokoteriontn be abſolutely di- 
vorced from the (1) Body ef the Nation, and 
not even buried with his Portuguese Bre- 


thren: They think in general that they are 


e ee ne 2 5 N = Toes 


| by nth Bas ieren 
(i) The Body of the Nation. What a Schiſm 1 Chrift, 
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into Spain at the time of the Babyloniſh 


is obſerved among them, and which even 
their Brethren of other Nations ſeem to (1) 


tain Importance which helps even Chriſtians 


to diſtinguiſh them from the other Jews. 


End of the fifteenth Centu ry, and with Man- 


many. They have been of greater Uſe to 


hold that the chief Families of it were ſent 
Captivity: This is the cauſe of thoſe diſtinc- 
tions; and of that Elevation of Mind which 
acknowledge. 


wh By | this wiſe Policy they have preſerved 
purer - Morals, and have len 4 cer⸗ 


They do not then deſerve thoſe Epithets which 
Mr. Voltaire laviſhes on them: The Jews of 
Holland brought thither great Riches at the 


ners irreproachable greatly improved the 
Trade of that Common- wealth. Their Syna- 
gogue was like an Aſſembly of Senators, and 
when German Noblemen went into it, they 
could not be 2 that thoſe there preſent 
were of the ſame Nation with thoſe of Ger- 


Holland, at the beginning of the ſeventeenth 
Century, than the French Refugees were at 
the end of it: Theſe latter, after the Repeal 
of the Edict of Nantz, brought into Holland 


* (1) Seem to acknowledge.” The Truth of the Author's 
Aﬀertion is evident, that bis Apalogy for the Fews in ge- 

neral is a Panegyrick of the Portugueze Nation, Edit. 
1 ei 3 iv. OT BILE. 1 * N. N 
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much Induſtry and little (1) Wealth; the Por- 
tugueze, beſides much Wealth, drew into Hol- 
land the Trade of Spain, and excited the In- 
duſtry of all the reſt (2): Their Deſcendants 
have been rather Dupes than Knaves : They 
have often been the Prey of Uſurers, rarely, 
if ever, Uſurers themſelves. Scarcely can one 
Inſtance be given of a Portugueze Jew exe- 
cuted at Amſterdam or the Hague, during 
two Centuries: It would be hard to find in 
the Annals of Mankind, ſo numerous 4 Bo- 
dy of People as that of the Portugueze and 
Spaniſh jews ſettled in Holland and En; land,” 
among whom ſo few Crimes pflege 
Law have: been committed; and to this I 
call to witneſs all well-informed Chriſtians, 
of thoſe Nations. The Vices which may be 
laid to their Charge are not only of a different, 
but even of an oppoſite Nature to thoſe which 
Mr. Voltaire im zputes t to them: Luxu ys Pro- 


can 20M. id 23% WER 213 ons! 
en g Oh. One 
(59 Litth Wealth, This Fs 88 altho? it 
claſhes with the Notions Mr. de Voltaire has formed 
to himſelf, of the immenſe Sums of Gold and Silver 
which the Proteſtants carried with them on of France. 
Pris 1 Edit. 121 
\(2) Induſtry, If all the . e 0 be convinced: of the 
Influence of the Jews on Trade, let any Man go to the 
Exchange at Amſterdam, and he will ſee the greateſt 
hurry of Buſineſs on every Day of: the Week, except 
Saturday: On this, the Jewiſh Sabbath, there appears a 
viſible Stagnation, which can be imputed to no other 
Cauſe but to the Abſence of the Jews. Tranſlator. 
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faſeneſs; This) of mn Vanity; Con- 
tempt. for Induſtry and for Trade, which 


N — of them have too much neglected, theſe 
have been the Cauſes of their Decline. A 


ſupercilious Gravity and a noble Haughtineſs 
are the diſtinguiſhing Characters of this Na- 
ion: But theſe Vices, I repeat it, have no- 
thing in common with thoſe en 2881 VN 
nen TIE. 5. 1 8 a bp 515 


eee, 


MEET Nx the Court of Madrid, as reſi⸗ 
dent at the * to the ſatisfaction of 
both powers? Have not DA uare Nunes: 
d Acafta, and his Father, ſerved the Court of 
Liſbon with equal Dignity, and Fidelity? 
Have not the Suaſſos, the Texeiras, the Nunds, | 
the Pradas, the Ximones, the Pereiras, and 
many others deſerved the Reſpect of thoſe 
who, knew them ? Machado was one of the 

favourites of King William: That Monarch 
acknowledged that he had done his Troops 

in Flanders great Services: Baron 4 Aguil. 
lard, Treaſurer of the Queen of Hungary, i is 
ſtill regretted at Vienna: Mr. Gradis is eſ- 
teemed at the Court of France: I ſhould 
be tedious if I attempted to give 4 compleat ; 
Liſt, of all thoſe who might be mentioned 
with Praiſe, and who yet, 5 Mr. Voltaire was 

to be believed, would deſerve the moſt odious 
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of all characters. Thoſe who are any Way 
acquainted with the Portugueze Jews in 
France, Holland, and England, well know 
that ſo far from their having, as he ſuys the 
bittereft Hutred for thoſe Nations who, tole- 
rate them,” they deem themſelves on the 
contraty to form one People with them: 
Their Spaniſh' and>-Portwgneze Extraction 
is become now. a Point merely" of — 
tical Diſcipline, which-a' ſevere Critiek f 
arraign of Preſumption and Vanit 
never wendete and Superſti tion,” = ae 
This is a faithful Fictre of the Spur 
and U Jews. We may fort 
more advantageous: Notion of them, and a 
ec juſt one; if we attend to tis 
that they have grenter Obſtacles to fur 
mount than any other Nation, in order to 
their e preſering a a 1 ra Thea 
deprived df many Reſources for getting Bread 
which the profeſſors of other Religions have: 
Their Wants are more numerous and more 
craving, of courſe their Virtues meet with 
more Obſtacles and their Viees with ſtronger 
Temptations: 1 3 Neceſſity h no Law, and 
if as Neceſſity increaſes Laws are leſs obſerv- 
ed, except People be good by Nature, it 
muſt be allowed that the tre rd Jews 
ſettled in Holland, Have more Virtue, than 
Neher Nechans 3. and ths Wes have proved by 
mee ax es, pon 
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a ſteady and unblemiſned Conde more 
. un two ane 9115 "F124 | 
AHA WF, / 
Let us Gy a Word of the (A) ed 5 
Poliſh. Jews. Is it ſuprizing that a People 
who are deprived of all the privileges of So- 
ciety,; Who encreaſe and multiply by the 
of Nature and Reli gion, who are de- 
ſpiſed! and reviled on all Sies, Who are often 
exſecuted, always inſulted (2), is it ſurpriz- 
ing Lay, that among them human Nature, 
debasc and. degraded, ſhould ſeem to have 
no Acquaintance with any thing but worldly 
Wantj? The ſharp ſtings of Want inſpire 
Martyrs to it with every means of ba- 
niſhing or leſſening it. That Contempt which 
is heaped on them choaks up all the ſeeds of 
Virtue and Honour: There can be no ſenſe 
of Shame, where undeſerved nen 1 pre- 
N n TOW cover one Innocent | withy 
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(* German and Poliſh Page There ate ia Landon 
and at Amſterdam many German Jews, Perſons of the 
higheſt Honour, who carry on Trade with the greateſt 
Probity ; Theſe are not anſwerable for the Conduct of 
that ſwarm. of Poliſh and German Jews. whom Want 
drives from their Country, and to whom their Brethren 
out of Charity, give Shelter. In the German Courts 
there have been Jews of diſtinguiſhed Merit. Mr. Boas 
is eſteemed and loved at the Hague by People of ihe 
firſt Quality. Aut. 
FR Often perſecuted, always inſulted.” We have been 
often Witneſſes of this and have beenaffected by it. 
Hams ſum bumani nibil a me alienum puto. Chri iſt. 
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Ignominy is to pave the way to it. And is 


it (1) Guilt to continue firmly attached to a 
Religion which was formerly looked on as 
ſacred by thoſe very Perſons who now con- 
demn it? We ought to pity them if they 


err; but it would be ungenerous (2) not to 


admire the Conſtancy, Reſolution, Courage, 
Steadineſs, and Diſintereſtedneſs with which 


they give up ſo many worldly Advantages (3). 


Who would not praiſe a Son who gives 
up his Right to a great Eſtate, becauſe he 
thinks, perhaps without juſt grounds, that he 
cannot take poſſeſſion of it without acting 
in oppoſition to his Father's Will, by the 
Act required of him? Ought ſo delicate, fo 


praiſe worthy, ſo noble and ſo uncommon a 


Felge to draw en him from his younger 
Brothers, who enjoy the Eftate, Contempt, 
Evo But 00 ser 9251 


3 


(i) Ii Guilt? Chriſtians think ſo. But altho? they 
think the Jews ſhut their Eyes againſt Conviction they 
do not claim a Right of abuſing. them, they rather 


pity them. Such at leaſt are the principles of thoſe who 


are led by the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity. Chrift. 


(2) Not t admire. This Firmneſs may be admired, . 


whilſt the Object of it is condemned. Cbriſt. 
() Se many worldly Advantages, A Jew who gene- 


. roully gives up all theſe Advantages for a Religion which 


he believes to be a true one, aſtho' he may err, is cer 
tainly as good as a Philoſopher who is indifferent to Re- 
ligion in general. This Indifference coſts little, it re- 
quires no 'Sacrifices, and lays no Conſtraint on his Pride 


or his Paſſions, Edit. 
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Iaſults and Abuſe (1) ? It is not ſufficient 
to abſtain from burning People with Faggots; 


they may be burned with the Pen, and this 
Fire is ſo much more to be dreaded, becauſe 
it laſts to future Generations. What can be 
expected from the ignorant Savage Vulgar, 
vyhen the Deſtruction of an unfortunate Na- 
tion is determined on, if theſe horrid preju- 
dices are authorized by the greateſt Genius 
of the moſt enlightened Age? Let him con- 
ſult his Reaſon and his Heart, and J am con- 
fident he will employ all his Talents in re- 
canting his Errors: He will ſnew in a maſ- 
terly Way that the mean Characters of cer- 
tain Poliſh and German Jews, are not to be 
laid to the Charge of that ancient, divine 
and ſacred Religion. Want, Perſecution, 
various Accidents render them ſuch as other 
People would be if they profeſſed a diffe- 
rent Faith, but found themſelves in the 


ſame Circumſtances. If among theſe Wretches 


* 


8 * | 
ö x: ; ; | ere 
SV 5B % 48 * « * 8 4 * 14 
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(i) Contempt, Infults and Abuſe. We, mult allow that 
the modern Chriftians have not inherited the'e , Senti- 
ments from the primitive Chriſtians : Nor are they thoſe 
of the moſt ancient Fathers, the Councils, or the 1065 

ir 


tles, and more eſpecially. thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt, t 


Head and Pattern. Father, ſays he as he expired, for- 
give them, for they know not Ae, they do; Words full of 
Magnanimity and Heroiſm which we cannot help ad- 
miring. . We have no fears from the Spirit of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion: Our real Enemies are, Envy, Avarice, 
falſe Policy, &c. covered with the Maſk of Religion, 

1 it, 


there have been now and then ſome Corners 
they are not the only Coiners: they do not 
even make up the greateſt number of the 
Guilty in this Way. If ſome of them deal in 
old Cloaths, this like all other Trades is uſe- 
ful to Society, and authoriſed in every Re- 
ligion. But as Mr. Voltaire weighs in the 
Ballance of Reaſon and Equity, the Crimes 
of Nations; as he puts in one Scale the judi- 
cial Regicide of the Engliſn, in the other 
the repeated Attempts on the Life of a good 
King by a Set of Fanaticks, along with the 
horrid Maſſacre perpetrated by one Part of 
the Nation upon the other; ſo let him weigh 
all the Crimes which the Podt: German & rh 
have committed during ten Centuries; 
ing even, what is not proved, that they have 
been greater Clippers and Cheats than Poor 
People of other Religions. Let him put in 
Oppoſition to theſe am Thetts and Filch- 
ings Rl, Fj, Shih" Pes ple of the moſt 
uſtrious Rank are contir bringing upon 
the World; the ſecret and Pater! — 
which their Riches palliate, hide and ſteal 
away from, the , ſeverity of Juſtice, becauſe 
Ap ces are ſaved; and intercepted from 
publick View: by that fplendour which ſur- 
rounds the l Let him reflect on the 
Tranſgreſſions of thoſe who are puniſhed by 
publick Infamy; let him wei gh, calculate and 
compare, and! then let him pronounce the 


Sentence, 


_ 
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Sentence. Can it be Mr. Voltaire, who gives 
a free Courſe to ſuch dark unmerited Calum- 
nies, that have been heaped on this People? 
Why does he not rather employ his Talents 
in diſpelling a Prejudice which diſgraces hu- 
eee, Do 30G ro} i; 


In this Chapter he ſeems to me beſides to 
have aſſerted other things raſhly, altho they 
are not of ſo great Importance as the former. 
That ſuppoſed Ignorance which he aſcribes 
to the Jews, is by no means (1) proved. 
They had, and ſtill have among them (2) 
learned Men, in thoſe Countries where they 
enjoy Tranquillity. Their knowledge of 
Tacticks ſeems not to have been contempti- 
ble; their Language has great Beauties; and 


1 


(1) By na Means proved. Ariſtotle, quoted by Clear- 
chus, ſays that when he was in Aſia, he was viſited by a 
Jew of ſuch profound Erudition, that in compariſon to 
him the Greeks ſeemed exceedingly Ignorant.— See la 
Republigue des Hebreuæ par Baſnage, p. 19. of the Hol- 
land Edition, 8 vo. Aut. 5 
(2) They flill have among them learned Men. We 
make no doubt of it: Only we wiſh that theſe learned 
Men would employ a little more of their Time, in the 
Defence of their ſacred Writings, againſt ſo many Writers 
who daily attack them; and that they would not always 
jeave it to Chriſtians to fight their Battles. Works of 
this Kind, cleared of all thoſe Rabbinical Ideas, Which 
are now out of Faſhion, even among the Jews, would 
certainly do them Honour, and be uſeful to the Publick. 


| 
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if Mr. Voltaire had added a competent know- 
ledge of the Hebrew (i), to the Immenſity of his 
other Accompliſhments, he would have been 
ſtruck with the Poetical Beauties of which 
it is ſuſceptible. What tranſpires of them 
in the Works of Men who are but Imitators 
of poor Tranſlations is a proof of this; wit- 
neſs the noble Odes of Rouſſeau and the 
ſublime paſſages in Athaliah. Has not Mr. 
de Voltaire himſelf drawn Materials out of 
this ame Mine to adorn Works of a diffe- 
rent Kind ? Ifaiah 1s full of Poetic fire, which 
ſhews that Arts, Sciences, good Taſte pre- 
vailed at. the Court” of Juda. It would-be 
eaſy to prove, that after the Captive an the 
diſperſion of the ' Jewiſh Nation, they had 
learned Men as well in Arabia as in Spain, 


- (1) A compleat Knowledge of the Hebrew. The 
Author could rot more politely reproach Mr. de Voltaire 
with his Ignorance of the holy Language, but we know 
not whether this Charge is well founded. For beſides 
that this illuſtrious Writer, often quotes the Hebrew 
Text, and that we have heard ſome of his Friends ſay 
that he has been long employed in this Study, would 
he have been ſo imprudent as to ſpeak of our Writings 
as he does, without underſtanding our Language? Ils it 
not probable that the Miſtakes which eſcape him rather 
proceed from want of Thought, than from Ignorance of 
a Language ſo neceſſary to his Purpoſe? And if he does 
not underſtand it, would it not become him better to 
own it, than to make a vain parade of knowing what he 
does not know? Edit. N 
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where they were frequently Phyſicians and 
Comptrollers of the Houſhold to Kings. Mai- 
monides poſſeſſed all the Sciences of his Age. 
This People, ſays Mr. de Voltaire, was never 
famous for any Art. It is difficult to pierce 
thro' 'the Obſcurity of Antiquity ſo remote; 
but in ſpite of that Veil which the Greeks 
have caſt. over every thing that went before 
them, with' a view. of engroſſing to them- 
ſelves the Origin of every Art and Science, 
it 1s clear that the Jews have preceded them 
in many Arts, were it only that of engraving 
on precious (1) Stones. The ſame might be 
ſaid of many other Arts, and they might be 
ſuſpected for ſome more; at leaſt it can 
not be denied that the Hebrew Alphabet was 
the Original of the Greek, which has ſerved 
as a Model of Nomenclature to that of the 
Latins. 1 . 


The Jeus, ſays Mr. de Voltaire, never were 
natural Philoſophers, Geometricians, or Afro- 
nomers. I ſay nothing of Natural Philoſophy, 
as no ancient People ever made any Progreſs 
in it. The natural Hiſtory written by Solo- 
mon, preceded thoſe written by Ariſtotle and 
Pliny by many Centuries. It would have 
been difficult for Solomon'as a Monarch or a 
N- + IH Oe; Philoſopher 
(1) On precious Stones. The Proof 'is in the Book of 
Exodus ch. 28. v. 9. And thou ſhalt take two Onyx Stones, 
and grave on them the names of the children of Iſrael, Aut. 
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Philoſopher, to have-inſerted a greater Num- 
ber of frivolous Things into his Works than 
theſe two learned Men have done: Solomon 
wrote from the Cedar to the Hyſſop, this ſuf- 
fices. „Are there not Traces of Geometry to 
be found in the Deſcription of the Taberna- 
cle, and ſtill more in that of the Temple of 
Solomon, and in the Deſcription of that 
Temple of which Ezekiel gives the Plan? 
As to Aſtronomy, I am amazed that Mr. de 
Voltaire does not know that the Jews, of all 
antient Nations, were the beſt acquainted 
with the Calculations on the Revolutions of 
the Sun and Moon, the Art of Intercalation, 
and all thoſe other Aſtronomical Diſcoveries 
by which they have preſerved their Calendar 
free from that Confuſion and Embaraſſment 
to which the Greeks and Romans were ſub- 
ject. This Obſer vation is worthy of (1) At- 
tention. Hence the Opinion of their Rabbies 
that this extraordinary Aſtronomical Know- 
ledge was revealed to Moſes, and that it was 
always a ſecret to other Nations. This how- 
ever is certain that Moſes had brought cer- - 
tain Diſcoveries of this Nature from Egypt 
which were ſuperior to thoſe of his Age in 
13239011 5 this 


() Worthy of Attention. Hadtenus Computus Anni 
Fudaci qua nibil accuratius, nibil ferfeflius in ed genere 
ut . noſiris Conditoribus Cyclorum paſcbalium & Epac- 
tarum per illos nelius hanc Artem diſcere liceat- aut tacere 
—]Joſeph Scaliger, Lib. 8. Aut. © 
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this Scienee. The Work of Mr. Pluche, which 
is not ſufficiently (1) eſteemed, becauſe our 
learned Men are generally unacquainted with 
Hebrew, unfolds the Principles of all thoſe 
Seienecs which the Greeks have borrowed 
from the Jews and Phenicians, who were; 
their Anceſtors and Neighbours. The! Arts 
and Sciences were reared among N 
. 1 afterwards neglected them. 


But I proceed to ſhow: that the Fi Sure and 
Nomenclature of the Alphabet, came original- 
ly from the Hebrews or Phenicians; for theſe 


had one common Language which was no 
Jargon. The Pænulus or the Cartbaginian of 
Plautus proves it ſufficiently, as well as many 


other Paſſages of Antiquity; but above all the 
Names and Figures of the Letters of the Al- 
phabet. It muſt be obvious to every one, that 
the Characters A, B, C, D, are a Corruption 
of the Greek Letters, Alpha, Beta, Gamma, 
Delta, and it is as clear that theſe are taken 
from the Hebrew Letters, Aleph, Beth, Gui- 
mel, Daletb. What demonſtrates this Point 
= that the Name of every Letter/in the He- 
18 Alphabet denotes the Figure which that 
Letter 


a) Not. ſufficiently efteemed. T 5 Jewiſh, Aratogitt 


does Mr. Pluche more juſtice here, than Mr. de Voltaire. 
This latter ſpeaks of him with an Air of Contempt and 
Diſdain, which reflects no honour on his Criticiſm. It 
ſeems alſo to ſavour of Reſentment. It is well known 
that Mr. Pluche was not a Philoſapber. Chrift. 
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EE repreſents, and i is thus connected witn 
the firſt Origin of Writing which was Hiero- 
glyphical. Hieroglyphicks ſpeak to! the Eye 
thro' the Medium of Images rather than by 
arbitrary Characters. I ſhall mention but a 
few plain Inſtances; the 3 Beth ſigniſies an 
Houſe, of which that Letter bears a Reſem- 
blance; the Gimel, or Gamel a, ſignifies a Ca- 
mel, and the Letter repreſents the Neek of that 
Animal; the Daleth 7 fignifies a Door, and is 
like one; the Yau „ ſignifies and repreſents a 
Pillar; the Zain t, denotes a Sabre, and has 
the F igure of it; the Sin or Sen w ſignifies 
Teeth, and repreſents a Comb or a Trident; 
the Gnain, an Eye, the Phe, a ' Mouth, A 
ſemhle theſe Things nearly. So much is ſuffi- 
cient toſhow how many Proofs a be added 
to enrich; Mr. Pluche's Syſtem. P ek on 
a future Day I may nw a more a le Col- 
lection on this N 
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NI. Voltaire, in; the GG and Gay a- 
88 to upbraid the Jews with the manner in 
which they exterminated ſome Colonies of 
Canaanites, and aſcribes to this Action that 
Hatred which other Nations bear them. [ 
ſuppoſe Mr. de Voltaire's meaning; muſt 
that! mk the Eavietor va ancient ure | 
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dener — the Jews than TE any 
other 
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other Nation in like caſe. In the firſt place, 
the Jews can not be charged here with any 
Cruelty, becauſe a divine Oracle ſentenced 
_ thoſe Men to deſtruction; they had filled 
up the meaſure of their Iniquities, and as the 
Scripture! fays, the Earth was preparing 0 Vo 
mit them up and caſt them out. But what con- 
fates this Charge without recurring to Au- 
thority is that the Legiſlator of the Jews, in 
his ſacred Code, orders them in every other 
War, to obſerve the greateſt Caution: He 
enjoins them to forbear even from cutting 
down Trees, or commencing Hoſtilities, until 
Peace was offered. The Nights of Nature 
and of Nations, in Times of Peace and War, 
were as obſerved among the Jews 
mon other 1 thro' this Country. 
Jephta's Reaſons for declaring War againſt the 
Ammonites, are drawn Si a ſtile which may 
ſerve as a Model to * Generations. The 
Oracle upbraids the Jews with their too great 
Mercy towards the proſeribed Nations. In 
ſhort, if we compare the Hiſtory of the Jews 
with that of every other Nation, it will be 
found that they have all behaved themſelves 
nearly alike. In ancient Times, Celibacy was 
rare and Polygamy almoſt univerſal: the Art 
of Navigation was not ſufficiently extended 
to hurt Population or to convey Colonies to 
diſtant Regions. As foon as a Nation found 
itſelf too much confined within its Borders, it 
ruſhed into another Country and — 
Wale e 8 
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ed to ſettle there. Bodily Strength and Force 
Rights then known. What other Right did 
Virgil give to Eneas with his fugitive Gods, 
when he dethroned Turnus, raviſned the 
Hand of Lavinia, and ſettled in Italy? Let us 
ſtrip his Hiſtory of all the enchanting Fictions 
of Poetry, and what elſe ſhall we find in it! 
Romulus treated the Villages bordering on 


One Man may not perhaps reſemble ano- 
ther, but the Men of one Country always re- 
ſemble thoſe of another in a high Degree, and 
ſill more, thoſe of their own Country. The 
Fermentation of Paſſions, which in all Na- 
tions, are the ſame, produces our Actions, and 
their different Combinations depend upon Cit- 
cumſtances. Theſe Circumſtances, altho ad- 
mitting Variety, are petpetually. repeated: 
Uniformity is at the Bottom, Variety is in the 
Form. Intereſt, Ambition, Vanity, Love of 
Slory, the univerſal Taſte for pleaſure, al- 
Ways fule Mankind. Virtue makes Strug- 
gles. Sometimes victorious, often vanquithed, 
always oppoſed, ſeldom can the eſtabliſn a 
firm and laſting Empire upon the Wrecks of 
Vice, of which the Number is prodigious. 
The difference of Climates can alone produce 
a phyſical Alteration perceivable in the gene- 
7 Organization of a People taken collec- 
CE: NSN e 
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tively, and may have an Influence on Ldiotals 
The Animals, the Fruits of the Earth are a 
proof of the Power of Climate: What f Abbe! 
du Bos and Mr. Monteſquieu have ſaid on 
this Subject is inconteſtible, if it is confined 
within proper Bounds. But Moral Cauſes 
may reſtrain for a Time the Power of Phyſi- 
cal Cauſes Of thoſe, Education is the moſt 

erful ; but it can never entirely change 
the Eſſence of the Character; the Form only 
will appear altered. Education unfolds Quali- 
ties which it does not give. Circumſtances 
and natural Temper are the Teſts of Virtue, 
which is at the Bottom of the Heart, and con- 
ſtitutes the Moral Syſtem of a People. Let 
us not then make an abſurd exception from 
an eternal Truth, in order to turn the Jewiſh 
People into Ridicule, and render them By 
une of Deteſtation. | 


Might they not. ſay to -the 1 Chriſtian 
World what Mr. de Monteſquieu puts into 
the Mouth of a young Jewels, who was ar- 
raigned before the Tribunal of the Inquiſi- 
tion. We need alter but one Word, Tou deſ- 

Piſe, you (1) hate us, who believe the ſame Things 

you do, becauſe we do: not believe euery Thing you 
4. He 2 . 4 h ne Nw know was 
I e 

=" iy Once more: Ge 1 bbfervs; that we Chiilthan 


Religion does not teach us to CRT hate an Thing 
but _P". Chriſt. 8 | 
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formerly the favourite of God: We think that 
| God ſtill Joves it, and becauſe you think that he 
loves it no longer, you deſpiſe thoſe who are fallen 


into ſo pardonable an Error, as to believe that He 


yves ſtill what be loved formerly. If you have 


been ſo much favoured by Heaven as to have been 
ſhown the Truth, you ſhould be thankful, but ought 
the Children who have entered into their Father's 
Inheritance, to hate thoſe who' have been deprived 
of it? The Fewiſh Religion, (ſays the ſame 
Author) is an ancient Trunk f a Tree-which 
has e- two Branches that cover the 
Poms” Let then this ſacred Source be re- 
ſpeed, and let thoſe be pitied who have ſuch 
— Sacrifices to make 5 this old Law. The 
Patriarchs, the Prieſts, the ancient Jews, offer- 
ed up Lambs, Sheep and Bulls; the modern 
Jews offer up on the Altar of their Faith 
much more coſtly Victims, Self-Love, that 
precious Incenſe ſo hardly ſurrendered by Va- 
nity, Poſts, Employ ments, thoſe ſhorteſt and 
moſt effectual Means of laying up Riches and 
of acquiring Conſequence in the World: 
Philoſophers (for in ſpite of Mr. de' Voltaire 
we have ſome amongſt us) have feelings too 
nice to make a (1) Traffick of Religion. They 
have reſpect enough for God to adore his De- | 
crees in Secret. The N are not leſs 
\ Mn 3 worthy 


* 


0 ) 75 raffick of Religion. „beiden do not invite the 
Jews to make a Traffick of Religion, but MY: to Ka 
their Eyes before the Light... „ | 
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ann and may have an Influence on Morals: 
The Animals, the Fruits of the Earth are a 
proof of the Power of Climate: What Abbe 
du Bos and Mr. Monteſquieu have ſaid on 
this Subject is inconteſtible, if it is confined 
within proper Bounds. But Moral Cauſes 
may reſtrain for a Time the Power of Phyſi- 
cal Cauſes. Of thoſe, Education is the moſt 
erful ; but it can never entirely change 
the Eſſence of the Character; the Form only 
will appear altered. Education unfolds Quali- 
ties which it does not give. Circumſtances 
and natural Temper are the Teſts of Virtue, 
which is at the Bottom of the Heart, and con- 
ſtitutes the Moral Syſtem of a People. Let 
us not then make an abſurd exception from 
an eternal Truth, in order to turn the Jewiſh 
People into Ridicule, and render them the 
ene of Deteſtation. . 


Mig ht they not * to athe 3 Chrillian 
World what Mr. de Monteſquieu puts into 
the Mouth of a young Jewels, who was ar- 
raigned before the Tribunal of the Inquiſi- 
- 52 need alter but one W Von 22 
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1 the favourite F God: We think that 
Cad frill loves it, and becauſe. yor think that he 
loves it no longer, you deſpiſe thoſe who are fallen 
into ſo pardonable an Error, as to believe that He 
loves ftill what be loved formerly. I you have 
been ſo much favoured by Heaven as to have been 
ſhown the Truth, you ſhould be thankful, but ought 
the Children who have entered into their Father's 
Inheritance, to hate thoſe abo have been deprived 
of it? The Jewiſh Religion, (ſays the ſame 
Author) is an ancient Trunk f a Tree which 
has produced two ' Branches. that cover the 
Earth. Let then this ſacred Source be re- 
of pedtech and let thoſe he pitied who have ſuch 
great Sacrifices to make to this old Law. The 
Patriarchs, the Prieſts, the ancient Jews, offer- 
ed up Lambs, Sheep and Bulls; the modern 
Jews offer up on the Altar of their Faith 
much more coſtly Victims, Self-Love, that 
precious Incenſe id hardly ſurrendered by Va- 
nity, Poſts, Employments, thoſe ſhorteſt and 
moſt effectual Means of laying up Riches and 
of acquiring Conſequence in the World. 
Philoſop hers (for in ſpite of Mr. de' Voltaire 
we have ſome amongſt us) have feelings too 
nice to make a (1) Traffick of Religion. They 
have reſpect ny for God to adore his De- 
crees in Segret. The Jews are not leſs 
: Dis. „ worthy 
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(1) worthy of Praiſe for having Firmneſs and 


Conſtancy of Mind ſufficient to remain in 
that Religion which is proſcribed and reviled. 


Mr. de Voltaire has already begun (2) an 


Apology for this Nation, but in a Stile unbe- 
coming the (3) Subject. I hope he will youch- 
ſafe to do it more ſeriouſly. It belongs to (4) 
him to accompliſn the extirpation of thoſe 
Prejudices which he has combated, and which 


ſo cruelly keep up. the Hatred of Chriſtians 


againſt the Jews, who are accuſed of having 
put Chriſt to Death. He was judicially con- 
demned to die by the Romans only, who, as 
Rn e Chriſtians 


(i) Warthy of Praiſe. Thoſe who look on the Firm- 
neſs of the Jews as Obſtinacy, can not avoid pitying 
J %% AED 1 IDOL 7” 

(2) Begun an Apology. It is very ſingular and remark- 
able, that Mr. de Voltaire, who is a declared Enemy of 
the Jews in all Points, ſhould be ſo unlucky as to ſtrive 

to juſtify them in this one. _ 5 85 


68) Unbecoming the Subje#. See in the Nouveaux Me- | 


langes, Tome 3 ieme, the Sermon of the pretended Rabin 
Akib, Where this Chriſtian falls : equally on Jews and 
Chriſtians... Edit. 5 V 
If the Stile is unbecoming, the Arguments he uſes are 
ſtill worſe, all that he ſays on this Subject can only ſerve 
to excite the Contempt of the learned, and the Indignation 
of Chriſtians. . Chriſt. © 


(J) Tt belongs to bim. Of all Chriſtians He is the only 


one to whom we can have this Obligation. Edit. 
The Editors are miſtaken here, another Author has 
undertaken to juſtify their Fathers, and has ventured to 


pronounce the reus eff Mortis, He is bold enough to ſay 


that, whoever riſes up againſ} the Religion of bis Country, 
deſerves Death : What an imprudent Man this! Cbriſt. 
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Chriſtians. themſelves allow, then had 2 
lone the Power of Life and Death over the 
Jews. Even Herod was a Heathen: Pilate 


bg the (1) greateſt Share in the Condemna- 


tion: The puniſhment of the Croſs was un- 
known to the Jews according to Mr. Voltaire. 


And altho the Cruelty and Fury with 


which their Anceſtors are charged ſhould be 
(2) well grounded, and even granting that the 
ancient Jews not only approved but beſides 
demanded, preſſed and ſolicited this Condem- 
nation, (3) Mr. de Voltaire ſhows that it is 
as unfair to make their Deſcendants anſwer- 
able for this, as it would be to cenſure the 


preſent Race of Romans for the Rape of the 


. Sabines, 


(1) The greateſt Share. This certainly is miſrepreſent- 
ing or diſguiſing Facts. Chrifl. - _ 5 
(2) Be well grounded. Can any body doubt of this? 
Have the Author of the Reffexions and Mr. de Voltaire, 
forgot thoſe. horrid Cries, Tolle, cruſiige, ſunguis ejus ſu- 


ber nos & ſuper filios noftros ? 


(3) Mr. de Voltaire hows. Mr. de Voltaire endeavours 
to ſhow it, but his Proofs are far fromeing Satis facory, 
and fo the World has deemed ther: See lower, Letter 
3th ——The difference is obvious between the modern 
Romans and the Jews. Theſe latter blinded by the heredi- 


| tary Prejudices of their Nation, ſo far from abhorring the 


Crime of their Fathers, approved it, defended it, and, as 
much as in them lies, conſented to it. Their fole Plea of 
Excuſe is that which Chriſt, when he was dying, pro- 
duced in their favour, Ignorance. - This the Apoſtle has 
repeated, Si cognoviſſent enim, nunquam Dominum Glorie 
crucifixiſſent, This one Sentence ſays more in favour of 
uh —— all the: Arguments of Mr. de Voltaire. 
77. r | 


gs Ar Dn Ar ⏑— or — — — 
— bo ow 9, — ** - 
— — 
— 


— oy oro —— ee en dares — — — 
— x OO II . — 
— 


> ide Soy 
LE 


3 
— 


— — — —— 
— n 


— 2 — 


— r at —— 


— — <- 
R Tos... 


— a 
— ——ꝙä— — — ... — r 
R = > 2; = En 
—— — 


— — x Jones yo = 
ä U— I I I NNN CN — —— — od 5 
2 7 225 . hes 


— — 


cor 
— 


— — 
— 1 _ = 5 — o JA—_=z * 7 - 4 
areas ———— go — 1 = _ — 1 a — - — 
F N * — er * x — 1 * 4 * — * : - 
F —_ — ne -—— EEC L — — 5 — 3 page I _ — O ˙ on S ED ORIG . 
a = a — 2 AS” — 7 £ rr 8 2. = <2 + - <4: 27 — 
— SAAD — — =» _ > . 2 : n — - 
I ED CHE SIT SES Es 5,1 — * — ** 
* 7 * 


Sr ll TE ae © — — 
* .* 


N S > 2 

— EE ER. 
% 3 "4 * = 
e 


Lu” 


* 


* 


PPT 


Sabines, or for plundering the Samnites. Be- 
ſides, according to the Principles of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, the Sufferings of Chriſt were 


(1) neceffary for the Salvation of Men; and 


according to Chriſtians, the Decree of Provi- 
dence was to be fulfilled. A Preacher once 
faid, that if Pilate had not happily thus ex- 
p reffed himſelf, Qzod Scripf, Scripfs, the World 
had not yet been ſaved. Let Chriſtians then 
ceaſe to perſecute and revile thoſe, who as 
Men are their Brethren, and as Jeu, are their 


Fathers. Theſe are the very (2) Words of 


Mr de Voltaire. It is his * to place 
thoſe Truths! in their fulleſt e 


Nothing would be more pods gr of his Pen 


than to endeavour to ſtifle National Animo- 
ſities of every kind. To put an End to them 


would be the higheſt ſervice that could be done 
to human Nature. I have ſometimes ſaid to 
myſelf, that Men would be happy if they had 


but one Religion; but when I reflected on the 


private Intereſts which ſubſiſt even among 
thoſe ho have tho Gans Worſhi p; I. per- 


Feld ceived 


: . « 
o - 6” 

p > X * - : i 17 0 

* * 4 


lth The Sufferings of Gi w were oat 455 Ne- 


| ceflity of the Death. of Chriſt does no way excuſe thoſe 


who were the Authors of it.  Chrift,. © 

(2) The very Words of Mr. de Voltaire. If Mr. 80 
Voltaire acts conſequentially, if he holds the Jews as 
Men, to be bis Bretbren, and at Fews, 'to be .his Fathers, 
it muſt be allowed that this ereat Man uſes his n, 


very Gs Chriſt. 
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ceived that the Miſeries of human Nature, 
took their Riſe in human Nature. Carthage 
and Rome did not hate one another becauſe 
they had a different Religion, but becauſe 
their Intereſts claſhed. I ſhall not ſpeak of the 
Antipathies ſubſiſting between Modern Na- 
tions, but I think that if all the great Men in 
Europe unanimouſly laboured to conciliate the 
jarring Intereſts of Nations, it would appear 
that there is leſs Oppoſition between them 
than is ſuppoſed, and that the Syſtem of the 
Abbe St. Pierre might become ſomething | 
more than the Dream of a worthy Man. f 
have in my Head the Embryo of this Syſtem 
which requires Time and Meditation to un- 
fold. (1) An eminent Writer has lately given 
us a Sketch of it. The firſt Drafts are always 
imperfect, but they are improved by Time, 
and this Time would be well and uſefully 
employed in the Service of human Nature. 1 
exhort thoſe whoſe Knowledge is more ex- 
tenſive than mine to think ſeriouſly of it, and 
aboye all e not to 2 the Jews. ay 


- F 


1 os eminent 7 riter, ws. Sol James Rouſſeau, ſee; 
his Projet] of a perpetual Peace, and in the Nouveaux 
Melanges, troiſieme partie, the, Jokes of Mr. de Voltaire 
on this Scheme, the intention of Wann is at leaſt laud- 
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LETTER (i) Ill. 

From the Author of the Reflexions to Mr. de 

 VoLTaiRE, ſending him the Manuſcript of 
A > 


/ 


Kin 


W ERE I addrefling any other but you 
I ſhould be in ſome difficulty. I am 


ſending you Critical Reflexions on a Part of 


your immortal Writings; I who am their 


8 Admirer, I who ought to read and 
udy them in Silence. But as I reſpect the 


Author more than I regard the Work, I pre- 
ſume his Magnanimity will pardon me this 
Piece of Criticiſm, in favour of the Truth 


which is ſo dear to him, and from which per- 
haps he has never ſwerved (2) but in this 


ſingle Inſtance. I expect at leaſt that he will 


think me leſs unworthy of Pardon on this ac- 
count, that I am acting in favour of a whole 
Nation to which I belong, and to which I 
owe this Apology. 


pay had 


(i) This Letter and the following were printed at the | 


Hague in 1766. Edit. 

(2) But in this fingle Inſtance. This is a Compliment : 
Mr. de Voltaire does not deny his having ſwerved from 
the Truth in more than one Inſtance. Edit. 
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I Ps the honour, Sir, of 8 you in Hol- 


land when I was very young. Since that time 


I have been improving myſelf in your Works, 
which have been ever my moſt delightful 


| Study. Theſe Studies have taught me to 
contend with you, nay more, they have given 
me rages. enen to tell you ſo. 


I; am, beyond all en 


With Sentiments full of 
Eſteem and eee 8 
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the Vices of ſome Individuals. 


3 
2 


n LETTER IV. 


4 Vor rains 8 e- to ö the foregoing 
Nr e 1. 


SIR, 


T HE Lines you „ of are Fg 
and unjuſt. There are among you very 
learned and reſpectable Perſons. Your 
Letter is a ſufficient Evidence of this. I 
ſhall take care to inſert a Cancel-Leaf in the 
new (1) Edition. When a Man is in the 
wrong he ſhould make Reparation for it, and 
I was wrong in attributing to a whole Nation 


I ſhall tell you as frankly, that there are 
many who cannot endure your (2) Laws, 
your Books, or your Superſtitions. They ſay 
that your Nation has done, in every Ape, 
much Hurt to itſelf and to the (3) human 

Race. 


= 2 8 y ron / — x * 5 2 2 8 * 1 * C4 V3, een 4 8 2 
p . 8 err ISIS LOL S F SN N 7 n OBI 1 8 Wr 3 A T1 
* ern Y T c e 8 24 . Uo WEE Ms JJ ˙ ⅛ĩ ˙— —¹³⁴² Bae oe an By 9 : . 
pr 5 I 8 4 A ECTS CT, Wi I Ge ANY 9s 7 7 1 2 8 TR 83 "IG PAY #6, SIM ATE n = FRE 5 k TANG" TIS DB; W rt dg TE) ve CL Ie OT AE 4 
»A fry of e936 3 FS 2 » PI 8 ai Nan 7 ² A Toe es OG, 8 LED Tag SR 4 ö 1 Ne 2 ek as 3 nes r 
. reds 5 7 7 * - ö 288 re 1 
n rern D 


5 9 Le « E PS 1 Wert £ 2 5 E OE CP a * 8 n E "x SAP 62 
* * n 4 e L FT SEE no tt LATE IS 2111. ² A MY DENT Ae os Fig 99 1s n Rs 
8 1 . 1 2 W c ERS ꝛnꝛj7 IT io $2 I . 
* EL +4 < * 1.4 * LA n R 2 . * vi. > * * 5 — 7 1 1 * i . 


(1) In the new Edition. It appears to us Wal it would 
be better to inſert a Cancel-Leaf in the foregoing Edi- 


| tion, and to correct the new one. Edit. 


(2) Your Laws, your Books, or your Superſlitions. 3 
Theſe Laws and theſe Books, (at leaſt thoſe which form N 
the Baſis of Religion) are reſpected by the whole Chriſ- 1 
tian World. Aut. 2 

(3) Much Hurt to the human Race. Perhaps the 1 
Jewiſh Nation, like others, has done much Hurt to itſelf, 

| | but 
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Race. If you are a Philoſopher, as you ſeem 
to be, (4) you will think as thoſe Gentlemen 
do, but you will not ſay it. Superſtition 1 is 
the moſt dreadful Scourge of the Earth; it is 
ph pa that in ey Age has cauſed ſo 
Jews and Chriſtians to be ſlaughtered ; 
tis ' Superſtition that ſtill ſends you Jews to 
the Stake among Nations N 8 A (5) 
in other reſpects. There are certain 
in which human Nature is infernal er ; 
But genteel People when they are paſſing by 
the Place of Execution, where they break 
Men on the Wheel, order their Coachman to 
drive on quickly to the Opera Houſe, in or- 
der to divert their Attention from this horrid 
Sight on the way: 


1 might enter into a : (6) Diſpute with you 
| of ed about 


but deinen 5 Fg it dow deve much'to Mankind i in ge⸗ 
neral. I except thoſe Nations which the mn Oracle 
had ſentenced to DeftruQtion. 

Where is the People, what is the Nation, or Hiſtory; 


to which we may not apply W a five Lines of a Ae | 
Poet (Statius)? 


Excidat illa dies ævo, nec v poſters E 

Sæcula : nos certe taceamus et obruta mult. 

Notte tegi noſtræ patiamur crimina Gentis. Aut. 
00 You will think as thoſe Gentlemen do. I have not 
| the honour of thinking as thoſe Gentlemen do. Aut. 

(5) Nations in other reſpefs. I grant that Superſtition 
has been in all Ages the Cauſe of great Evils. Aut. | 

(6 Enter into a Diſpute with you. It does not become 

me 
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merry at the End of this Letter; but he muſt know that 


Party from the other: The Horrors of Civil War are al- 


g 
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about the Knowledge you aſcribe to the an- 
cient Jews, and could ſhew you that they 
were as Ignorant as the French in the Reign 
of Chilperick. I could make you acknowledge 
that the Jargon of a little Province, mixed 
with the Chaldaick, Phenician, and Arabian 
Dialects, was 4s poor and rough a Language 
as our old Gauliſh. But perhaps I ſhould (1) 
provoke you to Anger, and you ſeem to be 
too worthy a Man to deſerve Provocation. 
As you are a Jew, (2) remain ſo. You wil 
never cut the Throats of 42, O00 Men be- 
cauſe they pronounced the Word Schibboleth 
wrong, nor deſtroy 24, oo00 Men for having 
lain with the (3) Madianite Women. 1 = 
| ee 2 


me to diſpute with Mr. de Voltaire: I ſhould. be a Dwarf 
attacking a Giant, But even tho? the Giant ſhould add 
Cunning to Strength, yet the Dwarf might not perhaps 
be in the wrong, Aut. FT | 
. (tr) 1 ſhould provoke you. I never am provoked to An- 
ger againſt my Teachers, but at the ſame time I never 
yield to mere Authority: Their Reafons alone can con- 
vince me: Beſides, it would ill become me to be angry 
after all the Compliments which Mr. de Voltaire does me 
the honour to pay me, and after the generous Declara- 
tion at the Beginning of his Letter. Aut. AMES 
(2) Remain ſo. This is a Piece of Advice which I 
ſhall willingly follow. Aut. 495 5 Ws 
(3) Madianitꝭꝰ Momen. Mr. Voltaire only wants to be 


an 


the pronunciation of the Word Schibboleth, was not the 
cauſe of the Maſſacre of the Ephraimites, but that their 
corrupt Pronunciation of it diſcovered the conquered 


Ways 
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a | Philoſopher. This is my beſt "Wt to you 


in this ſhort Life. 


b have the bann, of remaining, 
Sir, ' 8 ä 

With all the Sentimants of ReſpeR, 
Due to you, &c. 


V., Gentleman in Otdinaty 
_ to the moſt Chriſtian 1 


4 


ways more Ireadful than thoſe f iber r Wars: A as 
to the Maſſacre, on account of the Madianites, it was not 
a Puniſhment inflicted merely for their having lain with 
them, but for the Idolatry to 4 gave themſelves 
up thro' the Seduction of theſe Women. Aut. 


Bait. 
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See on this- a6 the Hare of the German . 
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From nr D'Acos TA, 0 the Revd. Dr 
Jounson, Miniſter of” Chepſtow, in Mon- 
 mouthſhire, containing ſome Obſervations on 
_ the UAITICAL en and on Mr. de 
NET AIRE; > {105 503 4B HIV 


* A 4 * 1 1 5 5 N 
* 4 ; *. * 


/ Y O U. alk. me... Sie, 3 People here 
think of 7 the | Reflextons, which I ſent you 
ſome time ago. It appears to me that they 
have been well-received even amongſt Chriſ- 
tians. Two periodical Writers have already 
given an Account 905 them, and an. of ther 
a favourable one. io 2t 


8 
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3 ern 


5 - "The Author i the 2 Mon 720 Reute r repre- 
ſents our Apologiſt as a. ſkillful 3 an 
ingenious and polite Writer. He charges him 

however warmly, with having made too great 
a Diſtinction between the Portugueze and 
German Jews, and with having thrown back 

upon the latter thoſe Imputations which Mr. 
.de Voltaire caſts upon the whole Nation. 


—— — — 


SEE 


ta 


here is olnething, ſays he, too partial and 
invidious in thoſe Diſtinctions, however juſt 
they may be, to entitle us to give the Au- 
thor the honourable Name of Defender of 
the Jewiſh Nation in general: If Mr. de 
7 | « Voltaire 
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« Voltaire himſelf acknowledg es his Miſtake: 
« in charging a whole Nation ys 6 the Vices 
« of ſome Individuals, the Apologiſt,, 1 is in 
„many reſpects as culpable as he in endea- 
« youring to ſhift the Burthen off the Shoul- 
« ders of his own Party, the Portuguese and 
« Spaniards, and to lay it on the Germans 
and Poles It is undoubted, that the former 
« have been to this Time more opulent: have 
« had the Advantages of a better Education, 
« have. been received more favourably by the 
Great; but how far theſe Advantages are 
to be aſcribed to thoſe Cauſes won. our 
« Author: ate Wein ſhall. not undextake-to 
determine. Their general and conſtant 
« Perſuaſion: that. they. are deſcended, from 
« the principal Families hic were ſent into 
8. e and 1 5 Hold: were . 


9 « that the ng beonen tad —— Jown have 
< alwaysihved in thoſe Countries, both under 
„the Oaliffs and Chriſtian Princes, in great 
4 Opulencs and good Repute, as well for 
n K wiede in the W and 050 Sci- 
ſt e N 0: 12 1 8. ences, 

6 Yr we : Its — be denied that 5 wy have 


had the- Advantage of —_— had _ dae Men 
. them. 
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4 ences, - 4s for their Skill in Trade and Buſi- 

« nefs, Whillt the other Jews, ſcattered over 
the whale Eaſterſi and Weſtern Efipires 
« have always lived) flee the Time of Con- 


« ſtaftine the Great, in Greece and Afia and 
101 „ ir the Wel in 


« ſinés that of Charl 
« Oppreflicir and Miſter) ; 
>< Slaves,” And inhrütharhy treated as buch. | 
© And” they!are treated much in the fame 
«Miner now, even in Europe /\ almoſt in 
«-evely Patt" of Gertan Ta Vern and in 
All che (t) Bedeftafticat ste Kd e 
190 (nw e on of bodies d io 
Tft Apen Ai eln ech ce by 
this'/AGuſttion of Partiality: He Has" tel) 
afl Weredl it, And his Anſwer, Which has been 
publifned, frag appkred ftisfactoty, He Ob- 
ſerves that this Biſtitetiön 5 Fin Separa- 
tion of the Fortugtisge fto 9 & Jews 
is 6dious; but that he'inot Accotintable for 
it: that he is in this" Part merely an Hifto- 
rian, #td a faithful rie And that, after all, 


| 5 ha NY Tr "1110 not 
A 2850. S850 B. as 1 70 Ie 88 5 388% 
100 EeelEf ie States. We muſt aber this am Juſ- 


tice to the Head of in e Wege atholic A 2 that 
there is no Country in zhe in hic eſs Jewiſh 
Blood has flown,” and in hich We ke of Humanity 

have been tmorec teſpe ed with rei tbr Nation, 


than the Eccleſiaſtical Stack. Altho? we do not enjoy 
there that Liberty and thoſe Privileges which we have 
in other Countries, yet we ds not; nor never did, endure 
thoſe cruel Perſecutions, Which we have _ e ee” 
rienced in other Places. Edit, n 
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not the Founder, has produced, up to this 
Than ks. qr t! | 


"© ö 1 


- He juſtifies his Intontlons and proves by 
the Grounds, the Progreſs and even the Text 
of theſe Reflexions, that whilſt he does the 
Portugueze that Juſtice which they deſerve, 
by diſtinguiſhing them from their Brethren, 
he nevertheleſs comprehends in his Apology | 
all the Jews, ancient and modern, and that 
ſo far froth having loaded the Germans and 
Poles with the Calumnies which have been 
laid upon che whole Nation, he has pleaded 
their Cauſe not only with 1 r 
| ao with Warmth and Teak / 1 


„Thus Sor ** after a a Analyſis ho 
_ *Reflexions, I have defended the Jews in ge- 
« neral, and confuted the raſh Jadgments that 
© Have been paſſed on them: Had 9 1 been a 
I profeſſed Author I would have produced an 
« Hundred Proofs in favour of my Cuuſe: I 
* would have ſhewn that in every Age the 
ateft Men ha ve made the groſſeſt Miſtakes 
eee of thoſe who prefeſſed a tolerated 


n, Which 'was very different from the 
wy w_ The primitive Chriſtians cer- 


© tainly led auſtere Lives, they practiſed the 
1 Looms Virtues in the 22 en Degree, they 
_ were 
(ij) Higheſt 1 This Confeſſion of a Jewiſh Au- 


thor is a Proof of his Probity: Some Chriſtian Writers 
have manifeſted more — Chrift. 


27 
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were certainly neither intolerant nor Perſe- 


* cutors. (1) Vet Tacitus ſpeaks of them in 


“Terms as indecent as they are falſe and ca- 


+ lumnious: Pliny, the Friend and Cotempo- 
* rary-of Tacitus, treats them with more Mo- 
<« deration, and ee the Purity of 


„their Morals. The Teleſcopes of theſe an- 
4 cient Obſervators were different: Every Man 


has his own. But it ſeems that Objects are 
IF only conſidered in P rofile and ſuperficially, 
«< without going to the Bottom, when they : 


concern the Profeſſors of a Religion different 
from our own :; How many modern Plinys 
« and Tacituſes are there who have viewed the 
* Jewiſh Nation in profile or in perſpective, 


l and have given of it a mere Picture of Ima- 


« gination.” 


The Author of la Bibliotheque des ſciences, 


& des Arts, treats: the Apology ſtill more fa- 
vourably. His Criticiſm is leſs ſevere and his 
Encomiums are. ſtill. greater. This Work, 


_ © he ſays, is written with much Wit and Art: 


It is written politely too, and notwithſtand- 
ing the ſmall Scope which the Author has 
„taken to defend his Nation, which in many 
Places is moſt baſely abuſed, the Apologiſt 


Chas been ingenious enough to comprehend 


in it a Variety of intereſting Matters. 


(1) Yet Tacitus, See Annals xv Ch. 44. Aut. 
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But this learned Critick, whether it pro- 


ceeds from his Want of Attention, or whe- 


ther he formed his Judgment on ſome detach- 
ed Expreſſions, lays the ſame Charge as the 


Engliſh Critick, but with leſs Bitterneſs. 


« The Witty Ifraelite, ſays he, extols highly 


his Portugueze Brethren, and is apt to give 


« up the Poles and Germans; exceptinga ſmall 
« Number, as a People among whom Nature de- 
« baſed and degraded, ſeems to have no Acquarnt- 
Lance with any Thing but worldly Want. This 
is a ſharp Expreſſion and of piercing Energy, 
“falling from the Pen of the moſt polite Jew 
that ever attempted an Apology Gr 


O 
1 tion. | : 


r his Na- 


@ 


et muſt however beallowed, ſays he, ſpeak- 


ing of Mr. de Voltaire, that the celebrated 


„Author of the general Hiſtory of the Man- 
aner and Spirit of Nations, forgets that Tone 
Jof Humanity and Goodwill which is ſo often 


< the richeſt Ornament of his Works, in what 


Che ſays without any Exception of the Cha- 
* rater of the Jews, that they are an ignorant 


and barbarous Nation, which has joined for a 


* Jong Time the baſeſt Avarice to the moſt deteſt- 


Cd 


* able Superſtition, and the moſt violent Hatred 


* for all thoſe Nations which tolerate and enrich 


* them, but yet that they muſt not be burned. 


E 3 ; In 
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En general, ſays the Critick, Mr. de Vol- 


l taire has ſhewn that he was little acquainted 


with what concerns the Jewiſh Nation, anoi- 
«ent or modern: But let that be as it will, he 


could not reaſonably be offended with an An- 


* {wer where the Apologiſt ſcarcely once cen- 
«* ſures him, without exprefling ſuch Reſpect 


Land Admiration for him as raiſe him above 


„all the other Writers of this Age. And a- 
“greeably to this the Author has received from 
Mr. de Voltaire this candid Declaration, The 
Lines of which you complain are cruel and un- 
ut. This is ſpeaking like a Man of Ho- 
* nour!” | EFFECT 


He Se by a Stroke witch I ought” 


not to omit, and which you will read with 


Satisfaction. © We doubt not but that Mr. de 
Voltaire, whilſt he is making Reparation to 


the Jews, intends to apologize to Chriſtians 


< for ſome other Things that have eſcaped him 
* concerning this unhappy Nation. Every one 
does not think with the Apologiſt, that Mr. 


de Voltaire has proved the following Point, 


That it is as unjuſt to make the modern Jews 
*anſwerable for the Death of Chriſt, as it would 
*be to condemn the modern Romans for the 


„Rape of the Sabines, or for plundering the 


«Samnites.” 


Theſe, 


* 


CERTALNS JENS. gs 

1 eg Sir, 7 are Opinion that c have 
E 2 on the Mork ef our Apologiſt. 
5 60 that; they coincide with; your, own - 
rig jon, and that, excepting the: Charge of 
Partiality which he certainly does not deſerve, 
they do him Honour. We hope that this 
Work will e uſgful, not only to the Portu- 


guese 5 Jews, but to the Jews in 
eneral, in opening the Eyes of the ſeveral 


Powers of the World: And that it will con- 
tribute, if not to eradicate, yet at leaſt to 
weaken that Antipathy and Hatred, which 


= private Intereſt and falſe Policy, rather than 


the juſt and pure Tenets of true Chriſtianity 
keep up in the Hearts of Men. As you 
0 brows this Spirit, Sir, you. lament the Mi- 
ſeries of our Nation, whilſt you condemn the 
Crimes of ſome Individuals, and the religious 
Errors of the Community. We have been 
long perſuaded that we ſhall always find more 


Protection and Humanity among true Chriſ- 


tians than among the greateſt Part of the 
Deiſts, notwithſtanding their pretended uni- 
. Ti olerati on. 


Vou are ct. as al as the 1 of 
the Bibliotheque and the Publick, in Expectation 
that Mr. de Voltaire will ſoon retract, or at 
leaſt ſoſten, what he has alledged againſt us. 
You cannot ſuſpect that after the generous 
Confeſſion he bas 


as _— of his Oe and | 


we Promiſe he has RNS PAY off re- 
| tracing them, he does not remain in full In- 
B tent of inſerting the Cancel Leaf he ſpoke 
of: The new 'TraQs which I now ſend you, 
wioill give you room e . 2 ae khis is 
1 h; to happen. (1) mit, och 4 
HK Ii remain, Nerd. Doclor 
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* Whether thit is 677 to 1 1 Thoſe _ 


1 were, the Sermon of the pretended Kin Akib, the 
i i Queſtions of Zapata, the Philoſophical Diffonary, &c. &c. 
| It is well known how the Jews are treated in theſe. Since 


Mr. de Voltaire's Promiſe, he has publiſned nothing but 
what ſpeaks of them in the ſame Stile. Thus the illuſ- 
trious Author has made Reparation for his Faults, and 
{ar his e 87 5 e 
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CERTAIN. JEWS, 


or THE 
7 


GERMAN. ay POLISH SYNAGOGUB, 
e gate; 10 WE AMSTERDAM, MA 


[To 6 @ VOLTAINE 
FIRST PART, 


Containing ſome OBSERVATIONS on a Nors, 
Inſerted-1 in the TREATISE on TOLERATION. : 


LETTER 1 WER 
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Orcofon and Dees ef theſe K Letters 
— — ; 


| and. 88 Jews are 

not 1 us y Deſcendants of Abraham, wha. 

admire . Parc There is among the German. - 
aud Poliſh * at Amſterdam, a f of * 

Friends, 
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Friends, who have for a long Time made their 
moſt pleaſing Skndy af. your Works. 


We are continually reading over thoſe 
Maſter-Pieces of Literature and Philoſophy, 


and ſtill with new pleaſure. Vour prodigious 


Erudition, the never- failing Reſources of an 
Imagination full of the livelieſt Sallies, that 


brilliant Colouring and enchanting Stile which 
raiſe you indiſputably above all the Writers 


of your Age, are not the only Charms we 


find in your Works. We ſee in them, with 


yet greater Satisfaction, that abhorrence of 


Perſecution and thoſe noble Principles of uni- 
verſal Benevolence, which are their diſtin- 
guiſhing Character. We ſometimes flattered 
ourſelves that theſe Sentiments, engraven on 
your Heart no doubt, as well as in your Wri- 
tings, would, thro' your Goodneſs, have been 
extended even unto us, and that we ſhould no 
longer be the only People on Earth, for whom 


your Philoſophy could have no Bowels. 


Still flattered by theſe Hopes, we read over 
your Treatiſe on Toleration, with that Avi- 


dity which the very Title of it would raiſe in 


Men who profeſs a Religion that is not eſta- 


bliſhed any where, and which is ſcarcely tole- 
rated in moſt Countries. What was our Sur- 
prize, when, in a Werk that announces Gen- 


tleneſs and Hymanity, and whoſe deſign 
ſeems to be, to bind AM faſter thoſs Oords of 


Love 
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Love which ſhould unite Men, we found you 
once more treating our People, our ſacred 
Writings, and every Thing that is dear to us, 
in a manner fo different from that Character 
of Equity and Moderation you aſſume! Could 
we expect to-find fo much Prejudice and ſo 
much Hatred againſt an unhappy People in 
the Works of a Philoſopher, who paſſes for 
the Friend and . ee of the —— 
Race. 


A 


We were Gan * pecially IR a i gl | 


—_ inſerted at the th Beate in which 


you collect the principal Obj eQions of ſome 
modern Writers againſt the Pentateuch, and 
where, by the moſt odious Imputations, you 
give over the Memory of our Anceftors, to 

this Exeeration of all Nations [is 5 


Theſe Obj jects reader us tos as and 4 


fect us too 1 to let us refrain from 


ſpeaking. Defence becomes neceſſary when 


the Attacks are ſo violent and ſo often re- 


peated. It is time that we ſhould follow the 


Example of our Brethren, and be animated 


with the ſame Zeal; that we ſhould raiſe _ 
our feeble Voices in Defence of our Anceſtors, © 
and of thoſe facred Writings which they have 


| tranſmitted to us, that we ſhould endea- 


vour, as far as our poor Talents will permit, 


to confute thoſe Criticiſms to which your 
Name, and the illuſtrious Names you quote, 


? 


would 


76 2 br Dinms' ov 


would-be too, m_—_— to give Conſequ ence. With 
this View, and laying aſide all Prejudice, we 
ſhall proceed to ess 3 in order, every Thing 


you have ſaid in your (1) pretended wſeful 


Note. We do this + more willingly, becauſe 
whilſt we are anſwering you, we ſhall at the 
ſame time anſwer other Writings, in which 
the ſame Arguments have been often on te- 


diouſly repoated. 


You declare, Sir, that you love Truth. We 


love it too, and we believe that we are de- 
fending it. Might we be ſo happy as to bring 
you acquainted with it ! At any rate we ſhall 
endeavour to ſpeak conformably to it ; and 
we diſayow  before-hand, every Thing that 
might eſcape us, ſavouri g of Bitterneſs, or 


too great (2) Freedom. We know that one 


of the Laws of that Code which you deſ- 
piſe, commands us 70 honour (1) the Face of the 


og Man, and we are ſenſible that it becomes 


* 
* 4 


us 


(1) Your . of ful 5 Note. The Utility of theſe 


Notes will be ſhewn in the following Letter, and how 


much they enrich the Text. Edit. 

(2) Too great Freedom. Some of the following Letters 
appeared at Amſterdam in 1765. We did not then know 
who was the true Author of the Treatiſe on Toleration, and 


of the Notes annexed to it. Mr. de Voltaire has ſo often 
diſowned thoſe Works, which are moſt unanimouſly aſ- 


cribed-to him; he borrows ſo many Names, he aſſumes ſo 
many Forms, Jew, Chriſtian, C haplain, Rabbi; Batchelor, 


Doctor, Uncle, Nephew, &c. that it is eaſy to be miſtaken. 


- Waun dultus mutantem Frotea nods. Aut. 
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us to reſpect great Talents, altho we cannot 


help condemning the Abuſe of them. 


Vou will find in our Letters, neither the 
Taſte nor the Elegance of our Portugueze 


Brethren. It is ſcarcely poſſible but that 
Germans, ſettled among the Dutch, ſhould 


ſometimes have an harſh Stile and a Teuto- 
nick Mode of Expreſſion: But we hope to 
give you in lieu of French Graces and Ele- 5 
gance, Germanick Sincerity. Read us with | 
the ſame W wherewith, we are in 
n J : Ok 650. 22 


00 Th "I — 0 fithe old * See 1 19th 
Chapt. Thou ſbalt riſe up before the boary Head, and bo- 
nour the Face of the old Man. This was a wiſe Law; 
imitated by the Spartans, our Brethren, and ancient Al- 


lies, but too much forgotten in modern Legiſlations. Edi. 
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2 HERE are tos many Writers, Sir, who, 
in order to form an Attack, or an Apology 


Fa 
1 1 
— 


to greater Advantage, make falſe Quotations 


without Seruple, alter the Text or give it a 
falſe Senſe, and thus father Arguments on 
Authors which they never drew. Far be from 
us ſuch odious Practices, which are the feeble 
and ſcandalous Reſources of deſperate Cauſes, 
and capable of giving a bad Opinion of the 
beſt. To haniſh the ſlighteſt Suſpicion of this, 
we reſolved without proceeding any further, 
to tranſcribe entirely that Note which we 
propoſed at firſt to confute. Thus it runs in 


every Edition of your Treatiſe that we could 
A 


Several Writers have raſhly concluded 
from this (1) Paſſage, that the Chapter con- 
5 —r. ng 


LY * 


F 


(1) This Paſſage. It is the 8th Verſe of the 12th Chap. 


of Deuteronomy. When ye ſhall be in the Land of Canaan, 


ſays Moles, ye ſball not do after all the Things that we do 
5 | 1 | . bere 
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« cerning the Golden Calf (which is noother 
« than the God Apis) has, as well as many 
4 other e been added t to > the Books of 
I Moes e a e T bor mien 


hb #8 * x N 4 
k 8. has. * . 4 2 ? 
& 3 


wo Aben Berg ure the firſt who undertook 
to prove, that the Pentateuch was compiled 
« in the Time of the Kings, Volaſton, Co- 
« lins, Tindall; Shafteſbury, Bolinbrook, and 
« (1) many others, have alledged, that in thoſe 
« Apes Men had no other way of committing 
their Thoughts to writing, but by engraving 
them upon poliſhed Stone, Brick, Lead, or 
« Wood, and tell us that in the Time of Mo- 
4 ſes, the 'Chaldeans and Egy Far ians had no 
4 other A2 'of ene, aud that en they 
-ag mn - Could 7 


* * 11 71 „ 5% K ? N " 
+ #5 Ih 2 LEY 24411 neee 
(5 


7265 f * every Man ee is 2 N in 2 eon 
et. We cannot perceive the direct Relation this Paſ- 
 fage has to the Adoration of the Golden Calf, nor the 
juſtneſs of tlevie Writers concluſion. Therefore Mr. de 

Voltaire ha WAI: eget Reaſon. than he thinks, in 

calling this And yet it is this Conclu- 

ſion which has brobyttt on 1 hesp of Objections which 
he has gathered and tacked to his Text, without enquir- 


mg > wks they! have a Relation to the Subje& or 


: Tha} And | many A” The Ro: ought to have 
named them; he would have ſaved his Readers the 
Trouble of /gueffing at them. To quote in ſo vague 4 
manner, is to tell the Reader, ſearch, if you chuſe, and 
find if you can. We had conſidered whether theſe many 
other Writers mi ight be Spinoza, Hobbes, la Pereyre. 


(The mat of theſe Authorities is great :) But perhaps 
we are miſtaken. Edi. | 
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© was put off 0 happier TITS... 
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6 ** engrave only in a ver abridged x man- 
« ner, and in Hieroglyphicks,.the Subſtance 


«of thoſe Things: which they thought worthy 


« of being tranſmitted to Poſterity, and could 
« never form regular Hiſtories: That it was 
impoſſible to engrave Books of any conſi- 
« derable Bulk in the Wilderneſs, where they 
« were..continually changing their Habitation, 


4 where. they had no Perſon to furniſn them 


« with Cloathing; to make that Cloathing for 
them, or even to mend their Sandals, and 
here God was obliged to work a Miracle 
« during 95 y Years, to preſerve the Garments 


Lo his People entire: They ſay, that it is not 


« likely: that there ſhould have been ſo many 
4 — among them, at the time that they 


& were-ſo deficient in the more neceſſary Arts 


« of Life, and could not even get Bread 
6. Tanne and if we anſwer to this, that the 

illars of the Tabernacle were of 'Braſs, and 
2 3 Chapiters of maſſy Silver they reply, that 
the — for theſe was given in the Wil- 
derneſs, but that the e of the Order 


in 


. They cannot Aer G 7 how 
« : this r Nation could aſk: for a Calf of 
& maſſy Gold to be erected for their Adora- 
tion, at the Foot of that very Mountain 
„ where God was then converſing with Mo- 
“ ſes, and in the midſt of the Thunder and 


23 Lightning, and the Sound ot the heavenly 
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„ Tru mpet which were then heard and (cen. 
« They are aſtoniſnhed that it ſhould have 
been only the Day before Moſes: deſcended 

from the Mountain, that all this People 
<« ſhould: have applied to Aaron to get this 
Calf of maſſy Gold. How could Aaron 
« caſt ſuch an Image in one Day? How could 
Moſes afterwards reduce it into Powder ? 
„They ſay, that it is impoſſible for any Ar- 
« tit to make a Statue of Gold in leſs than 


A three Months; and that all the Effurts of 
Chymiſtry are not ſufficient to reduce it in- 


4 to — Powder; conſequentiy that the 
% Prevarication of roomy and this 
* of. Moſs, wut bare been en Miracles“ 
Ran 53 den 
« Dotaimed by the Hu 5 . . Goodneſs 
* of their Hearts, they cannot believe that 


+ Moſes ſlaughtered three and twenty Thou- 
ſand Souls to expiate this Crime; or that ſo 


„many Men would have tameiy ſuffered 
« themſelves to be murdered by Levites, with- 
«* out a third Miracle. Laſtly, they think it 
« very. extraordinary, that Aaron, Who was 


the moſt guilty of all, ſhould have been re- 


0 warded for that very Crime, for Which the 


à xeſt underwent ſo deadful a Puniſhment, 


* by being appointed High- Prieſt, whilſt the 

2 bloody Remains of his: three and twenty 

« Thouſand Brethren;were heaped at the Foot 
* of 2 Altar, on We Me was s going to Sa- 
e crifice,” 
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were flaughtered 


* man, And 


A "Fat 


L after; and was the Grandmother of David. 
Rahab was not only 
mon Proſtitute: The V 
Lother Title, but that of Meretrix : She mar- 
_ «ried Salmon, from whom alſo David de- 


— „ os: 


8 Lervuns of 


— oath 


the twenty-four Thouſand Iſraelites who 
order of Moſes, to 
«atone for the Crime of a ſingle one of them, 
who was ſurprized with a Madianite Wo- 
that Solomon, and ſo 

many other Jewiſh Kings, did without be- 
6 4 puniſhed for it, take to themſelves 

*:ſtrange Wives, they cannot conceive what 
« great; Crime roms — be in-an Individual 
„making an Alliance with a Madianite Wo- 


man. Ruth was a Moabiteſs, tho her Family 
« was originally of Bethlehem; the Scripture 
| | always ſtiles her, Ruth the Moabiteſs; and 


yet the went and put herſelf in the Bed of 
60 _ by her Mother's Advice, received ſix 
Meaſures of Barley from him, married him 


a Stranger but a com- 
te gives her no 


* ſcended : This very Rahab is looked on as 
A Figure of the Chriſtian Church, according 
„to many of the Fathers, and eſpecially 
% ports r in his ſeventh en on nen. 


„ Bethſhabe, the Wiſe of Minh, by whom 


_ « David had Solomon, was an Ethean. If we 


0 anche 3 the 3 * married 


8 (e "a a Ca- 


ſtart the ſame Difficultics upon | 


3 4 
Be "> 


— 


* 
4 
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« 4 1 : His Children had for Wife, 
« Tamar, of the Race of Aram: This Wo- 
« man, with whom Juda committed an inno- 
* cent lnceſt, was not of the Race of Ll 


Thus our Sa ioc Jeſus Chriſt roy chſafes 
to take upon him human Fleſh, in à Family 
+ which- had five Aliens for its Stock, in or- 

der to ſhew that the Gentiles e il * 
_ * take of his Inheritance. ct 


The Rabin Aben Ezra, 3 Was 2 we ; a 
+ ſaid) the firſt who ventured to affirm that 
* the Pentateuch, was compiled a 108 6 time 
1 w_ 19 9 — H quotes rang 


1 the f e he Marr 4 0 


« of Baſan, is fill to i 2 is 
14. . an, þ 5 
| * of 70 until this Day. Never was. 
en a Prophet in Ira 4555 Moſes. ; Haie ft 
© the Kings which 7 in Edom be m_ "3 
et 
ht 


Fo 7 nes ml over. 1js 9 18 
| Mages ket T T V that 
1 Moſes, could 
« nat be written by 8 Ch this it is an- 
veel ther ele Paſſages are Notes e 


7 long afterwards by. Tranſeribers 


x « Newton, whoſe Name out 90 oy to 
11 W Reſpect, but We a 


an 
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bg Man! may have erred, in the Introduction 
to his Commentaries upon Daniel and St. 


_ « ſoſhna; and Judges, to ſacred Writers of 
= on the 36th Chap. of Geneſis, the 17th, 1 . 


0 Chap. of the 1ſt Book of Chronicles and 


« the 36th Chap. of Geneſis, mention is made 


This is alſo the Opinion of ſeveral Divines, 
« at the Head of whom is the famous le Clerc: I 
But this Opinion has but a ſmall Number 


% ker n 0» 


« John, aſcribes the five Books of Moſes, 
« much later Date. He founds his Opinion 


„roth and 21ſt Verſes, of the 4th Chap. of 
« Judges, the 8th Chap, of Samuel, the 2d 


« the 4th Chap. of Ruth. And indeed as in 


l the Kings, and in the Books of the 
„Judges; as David is ſpoken of in the Book 
of Ruth, it ſhould ſeem that all theſe Books 

« were compiled in the Time of the Kings. 


of Followers, who have Curioſity enough to 


„ foundthele Depths. This Curioſity makes Mi 
certainly no Part of the Duties of Man. 


When the learned and unlearned, the Prince 
ol keys! the Shepherd ſhall, after this ſhort Life, 
appear before the Maſter of Eternity, every i 


Lone of us then, will wiſh to have been juſt 


and humane, generous and compaſſionate ; 
and no one will pride himſelf in having 
* known exactly the Vear in which the Pen- 
* tateuch was written, or in having been able 
to diſtinguiſn the true Text from the Notes, 
„in uſe among the Scribes. God will not aſk 
— us, whether we have taken Part with the 
l 
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« Mazorites againſt the Talmud; whether 
« weever miſtook a Capb for a Beth, a Yod for 
« a Vau, a Daleth for-a Reſh : He will Judge 
« us according to our Works, and not accord- 
* ing to our Proficiency in the Hebrew. Lan- 
guage. Therefore, agreeably to the reaſon- 
« able Duty of a Chriſtian, we ſhall; oy 
« abide by the Deciſion of the Church f 
a L 18190 1 
Let us finiſn ER Note by a Paſſage of 
« Leviticus, a Book which was compoſed af-- 
« ter the Adoration: of the Golden Calf, He 
commands the Jews. no more to adore the 
« hairy Things, the He-Goats, with aubom 
they have committed infamous Abomina-- 
tions. We cannot ſay whether this ſtrange 
« Worſhip came from Egypt, the native Soil 
« of Sorcery and Superſtition, but there is rea- 
« ſon to believe, that the Cuſtom of our pre- 
a tended Magicians, of keeping a Sabbath for 
the Adoration of a He-Goat, and of abandon- 
ing themſelves to ſuch deteſtable Unclean- 
« neſs as is ſhocking to Conceive, came from 
the ancient Jews, who were the firſt. who 
« taught Magick in a Part of Europe. What 
«a People! Such ſtrange Abominations ſeem- 
ed to deſerve a Puniſhment equal to that, 
* which the Golden Calf drew down upon 
them: And yet the Legiſlator is ſatisfied, 
« with giving them a ſimple Prohibition. This 
Fact was brought in only to ſhew vrhat the 
6 era en Was: Ne 11 
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„been very 66ttirion amorigſt them, fine it 
_ * was the only Nation Known iti Which the 


< Laws were obliged to Prôhibit 4 Critne, 


„Which was not even ſu on” my any ca 


8 Place by. atty other Leg 


< It is Stobable that in the Fatigue and 
hy Diſtreſſes which the Jews under weft in the 
« Deſerts of Paran, Oreb, and Cadeſh Barnca, 


the Female Sex, which is always weaker 


„than the Male, failed: The Jews muſt 
« neceffarily have wafrted Women, fines they 
© ate always cofHHMimanded, when they take any 
« Town or Village, to the right of the left of 
« the Lake Afphaltes, to kill hex; Thing ex- 
* pe matriageable TT 


The Arabs, who fill. e 


« thoſe Deſerts, to this Day ſtipulate in the 
« Treaties which they make with the Cara- 


« vans, that they ſhall be ſupplied with mar- 


« riageable Women. It is ptobable that youttg 
« People, in thoſe ſhocking Countries, cor- 


_ * rupted human Nature fo far, as to have had 


« Carnal Commerce with Goats, as the Story 
«2 told us of ſome Shepherds iti Calabria. 


lt is ill uneertain, whether any Monfters 


„were produced by this unnatufal Copula- 
« tion; and whether there is any Foundation 
* jn the ancient Stories of Fauffs, Satyrs, Cen- 
* taurs, and * Hiſtoty fays' thete is, 

but 
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« up this e MT TI ON 


N i : «+ Ss. J 3 
wh JET * d * 


Ta ng Sir, * we 1 not intend to 


4 


fully, and in your own” Words. When a 


Man's Object i is n. he be grins not mm re- 
courſe to Art. 8 


In order to akin; Methodically; v we ſhall 
conſider firſt, upon what Foundation the Cri- 


ticks you mention maintain, as you ſay, that 


Moſes could not be the Author of (1) the 
Pentateuch. To this we ſhall add ſome Re- 


flexions on different Parts of your other 


Works, where you contradict your Criticks 
and yourſelf, with regard to the Characters 
and Subſtances which were uſed for e 
in the T0 of the e a e 


a 
- F 


We ſhall Wecken thence do the Fadts *#hich 
your Criticks call in Queſtion, and ſhall ex- 


amine whether the Adoration of the Golden 


Calf, the Conſtruction of the Tabernacle near 
Mount anz "ad the N a 9 


(1) The e Mr. de Voltaire ſays, i in * Text 


of the Treatiſe on Toleration, that it is very needleſs io 


confute thoſe who think, that the Pentateuch was not 
written by Mo 5 But if it is needleſs to confute them, 
what uſe: could there be in filling up his Note with their 
ObjeQtions ? To ſhew the Difficulties, and conceal the 
Anſwers, i is not acting with Honour. Aut. 


but natural Philoſophy has not __ deared ; 


weaken your Difficulties; we quote them 
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four Thouſand Men, ſeduced by the Women 
of Moab, can be looked on only as abſurd Sto- 
ries, 15 oy have ew. added fo the Be 2 he Mo- 


m : 
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— 
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r 
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"a We ſhall anchibe: thirdly, ita cies Credit of 
5 f thoſe Authorities by which you ſupport your 


Cauſe, and whether it be true, that all thoſe 
learned Men you mention, have maintained 
thoſe Opinians and * (1) * aſeribe 
to them... | * 0 | an | 

This. Sir, i is * Son which we 1 laid 
Anion for:ourſelves; and the Plan which we in- 
tend to follow in the firſt Part of our Letters. 
Weigh our Arguments; and if you find them 


— v— 2 -, 
* 2 Doane. 
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4 i convincing, as we hope, correct in your new 
0 | , Edition the Errors which have eſcaped you, 
uf with reſpe to theſe different Objects. Give 
bi the Public this Proof that, you hve the Truth, 


and that (as you ſay) you prefer it to all Things. 
We are, with that Regard 0 een. 
hien _ Tan ee ne 
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| 2 my You 455,1 to DIO 1.500 Lak ah 4 Went doubt- N 
ing Mr. de Voltaire's Sineerity ! We only think that in 
compiling thoſe Objections, he may have confounded the 
Nerger oF the Authors from whom bes was copy ng. Aut. 
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Whether it was impoſſible for Moſes to: write 
the Pentateuch. Examination of the Rea- 
ſons alledged in the (1) Note. 2 


Is, in ſpeaking of the Pentateuch, Collins, 
Tindall, and others, had been ſatisfied with 
advancing that this Work, ſuch as we have 
it, is not entirely of Moſes; that man 
Places may be obſerved in it which ſeem to 
have been added by more recent Hands; or 
even that theſe Books were not compiled *till 
after the Legiſlator's Death, by the help of 
regular 'Tradition and authentick Memorials: 
They would have ſaid no more than what 
many learned Men, both Jews and Chriſtians, 
have believed ; yet this Belief never invali- 
dated the Orthodoxy of thoſe Books, either in 
our Synagogue, or your (2) Church. 


But 


(i Alledged in the Note. It is not our Intent her@ to 
prove that Moſes was the Author of the Pentateuch : 
Many others have done it, and in a convincing Manner. 
See what Abbadie, Dupin, and others, have ſaid on this 
Subject. We ſuppoſe this Point proved, and we con- 

fine ourſelves merely io anſwer the Difficulties propoſed 
in the Note. Aut. | + I af | 
(2) Your Church, 'That Moſes wrote the Pentateuch 
is a Fact, ſupported by ſuch ſolid Proofs, that no rea- 
ſonable Perſon can doubt it: And yet it is not an Article 
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that it was impoſſible for him to write it in the 


- == 
Ap. 1 e 


of his Religion. Muſt Jews be obliged to inftru& him 


Form in which we have it now, or whether ſucceeding 


—— — —— 


Theſe FaQs, I ſay, are not the leſs clear and inconteſti- 
ble, notwithſtanding this Doubt. Aut. 


lenge. Edit. 


But your (1) Writers, Sir, do not confine 
themſelves within theſe Limits: Theſe bold 
Criticks attempt to prove not only that Moſes 
was not the Author of the Pentateuch, but 


Circumſtances he was in. 


The Nature of thoſe Subſtances on which 

they engraved their Compoſitions at that 
Time; the Characters uſed in writing; laſtly, 
the State of Miſery of the Jews in the Wil- 
derneſs. Theſe are the three Reaſons, Sir. 
which they alledge. Let us enquire into their 
Solidity. N cog 


3 


$ ift. 


of Faith. Therefore the celebrated Author of the Phi- 
loſophical Dictionary, that famous Book, is miſtaken, 
when he ſays (in the Article, Moſes) that the Church bas 
decided that the Pentateuch was written by the Legiſlator. 
The learned Chriſtian is but ill-informed in this Article 


in it? Se | | 
Whether the Pentateuch was written by Moſes, in the 


Prophets have added ſhort Notes to it, &c. &c. theſe 
are merely Critical Diſquiſitions which affect not the 
Grounds of Religion. The FaQs which "ſupport the 
Truth of this Revelation, drawn from authentick Me- 
morials, ſupported by a Tradition, which goes back as 
far as the Origin of the Jewiſh'Nation, engraved in in- 
delible Characters in their Civil and Religious Rites : 


(1) Your Writers. We ſhall ſhew hereafter who are 
the Writers whoſe Authority Mr. de Voltaire can chal- 


\ 


SB 
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I Whether the Nature of thoſe Subſtances, on 
=_ which they engraved Writing in the Time f 
2 Moſes, could prevent him from writing the' 


Peiitateuch. | | | | 
In thoſe Ages Men had no other way of com- 
mitting their Thoughts to Writing, but by en- 
graving them upon poliſhed Stone, Brick, Lead, 
or Wood, fay theſe Criticks, and in the Time of 
Moſes the Egyptians and Caldeans had no other 
way of Writing. Therefore Moſes could not 
write the five Books which are aſcribed to 
him. 5 | | 

Do you call this ſound Reaſoning, Sir? As 
for our parts, we can fee nothing in it but a 
Concluſion ill-drawn from a very uncertain 
Principle: The Prineiple is uncertain, for 
what Proofs can theſe Criticks give of it? Have 
they ſecret Memoirs which they have read, 
and to which the whole Body of the learned 
„„ e 


Men had then no other way of committing 
their Thoughts to Writing, but by engraving 
. them upon poliſbed Stone, &c. Sc. Were 
Men at that Time ignorant or neglectful of 
the Art of painting their Thoughts? What ! 
Had they already invented Tools of Braſs or - 
Steel to engrave their Thoughts, altho' 7 or 
= 4 to forge Iron, or to ſupply ſomething in lieu 
= 9 7*(1), according to you, ſo many lucky Chances 
(1) According to you, See the Phil:ſopby of _— 

| | | (Article 
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muſt have met, fo much Induſtry, ſo many Ages, 
that it is hard to concei ve bow Men at laſt ac- 
compliſbed it: And they had not yet 5 
out Colours for painting their Conceptions, 
which Nature continually throws in their 
way | There are among ſt us Egyptian Mummies 
(1)4000 Years old: Are your Critics ſure that 
none of thoſe which we tind ſurrounded with 
Linen Bands, ſtained with painted Hiero- 
1 are of thoſe Times | ? 
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Aci Id, and a Child of no eve Bede 
who! be cannot make himſelf underſtood, will 
think of delineating the Objeft he wants with a 
Coal ; ; from hence to the Invention of more laſi- 
ing Colours there is (2) but a Step. And did 
the Caldeans neyer make this Step? This 
(3) ancient it People, who was ſo learned that 
they 
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(Article Caldeans,) And yet the inuſtrious Author thinks 
that Writing was engraved on Stone, and on Metals be- 
fore it was chalked or painted! And it is upon this Prin- 
ciple he grounds his Opinion that it was impoſſible for 
| Moſes to write the Pentateuch. Edit. 
(1). 4000 Years old, See ibide m, Article, * Egyptian 
ö eee Edit. 

(2) But a Step. Sce Philoſophy of Hiſtory, Article of 
the Language of the PIETY and of their Symbols. 
| _ Edit. 
| ( 3) Ancient People who Was fo learned. In the Phi- 
lofophy of Hiſtory, (Article, Caldeans) Mr. de Voltaire 
ſtruggles to prove that the Antiquity of this People went 

_ farther back than the Flood: He almoſt adopts the Cal- 
culation of Or. Years winch * gave themſelves. 
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they calculated Edi pſes at the Nia of the 
Flood, from that Time until the Days of 
Moſes, never could find out what the Chi- 
neſe and the Mexicans found out in the In- 
fancy of their Empire, what the Savages of 
America ha ve been acquainted with, in ſhort, 
what. would « come into the Mind of a Child? 


Even f Poing that Men did not yet iow 
the Uſe of Colours for writing, or did not 
ſe it, by what Authority do thoſe Cri- 
ticks confine the Subſtances on which Writing 
might be engraved. to Stone, Wood, or Me- 
ale? What Reaſon have they to doubt that 

1n Egypt 1 it was engraved on the inſide Bark 
of certain Trees? ud upon the Leaves of 
the Palm Tree? As has been long Pe 
in the Indies and! in China. T 
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But is it not est that the farther he throws back the 
Origin of the Caldeans, and the Antiquity. of the neigh- 
bouring People, the more unlikely it is that theſe ancient 
Nations had not yet found out the Art of painting their 
Conceptions i in the Time of Moſes ? 

The illuſtrious Author, in order to give an high Idea 
of the Learning and Antiquity. of the Chineſe, ſays, in 
the ſame; Work, that be Chineſe uſed to write on, Ta- 
blets of Bamboo, whilſt the 'Caldeans wrote on nothing 
but Brick. Does this learned Man think that becauſe 
the Caldeans knew how to write on Brick, they there- 
fore never wrote on any Thing elſe? Or that it is eaſier 
to write on Brick than upon [Tablets of Bamboo, with 
the * of a Bone or of ſome hard Wood? Edit. 
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00 It is clear, fork @) Ty that as ſoon 2s 
2 Writing was found out, it was laid on 
every Thing that could receive it.“ There- 
fore the firſt Writers wrote not only on 
Stone, Metals, or Wood, but ar every 
Thing that could receive Writing, This 1s 
the Dictate of Reaſon, 0 by an 
Acquaintance with the Arts, and which no 
Man of good Senſe will 17 1 if ſome pri- 
vate Intereſt does not ſway him fo main- 
tain the contrary, The 8 8, adds 
the illuſtrious Academician, have yaried 
according to Times and Countries. It may 
* however be affirmed that the moſt com- 
« | _ Subſtance, and - the lighteſt for Car- 
iage, claimed the Preference in a Thing 
——.— neceſſary,” Without Doubt all Nations 
would have preferred fuch Subſtances. But 
by a Whim inconceivable in any other r. 
try, the Egyptians and the Caldeans, preciſe- 
ly in the Time of Moſes, did quite the con- 
trary. 'This wiſe People p referred Subſtances, 
10 Ac men. 8 bard, and fo difficult of 
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Belles Lettres. Aut. 


But 'tis too little to ſay that their Principle 


no way doubtful; and it is not I but the 
learned Count de Caylus who W ill inform | 


Carriage, 


© (1) Soy; be, See the Mermgirs 4 te Academy of 


a8 
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Carriage, that it is paſt Conception, how any 
Work of moderate Length could have been 
written an em cf 1 fff, 


But further, even ſuppoſe your Principle 
as true as it is falſe: Suppoſe it was an in- 
conteſtible Fact, that in the Time of Moſes, 
the only Manner of Writing was to engrave 
our Thoughts on | poliſhed Stone, Brick, Lead 
or Wood, would it follow from this that Mo- 
ſes could not be the Author of the Penta- 
teuch? We allow that it would have been 
difficult to engrave it on poliſhed Stone or 
on burned Bricks: But what Impoſſibility 
Metaphyſical, Phyſical or Moral, could there 
be in his engraving it on ſoft Brick, or if that 
was inconvenient, on Lead, and if Lead fail- 


Mpbetber the Characters uſed in the Time 4 
Moſes, could prevent him from writing be 


Pentateuch. 


In the Time of Moſes, ſay thoſe learned 
 Criticks, They bad no other Way of Writing 
but in Hierogiyplucis, and \therefore they. could 
only write the Subſtance of thoſe Things, which 
they thought worthy of being - tranſmitted 10 
Pofterity, and could never form regular Hiſto- 
ries in Detail. Ts ee BUY 09 "ON 
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But firſt, is it very certain that in the 
Time of Moſes, the only Method of writing 


was Hieroglyphical? The Singularity of an 


Opinion is not a Title which diſpenſes the 


Propoſer from adducing Proofs: Where ara 


We have ſome Proofs on the contrary, 
and I think good ones, that even the Alpha- 
betical Characters were known. Such are the 


Novelty of your Opinion, and the Antiquity 
of our's: This is a kind of Poſſeſſion which 


is valid againſt vague Conjectures and ground- 


leſs Aſſertions. There is an Improbability in 
your Syſtem, that Moſes, who according to 


you wrote at leaſt his chief Laws and the 


moſt intereſting Events in the Hiſtory of his 


People, ſhould have done it in Hierogly- 
phicks, which are made up moſtly of the Fi- 
gures of Men and Animals. He according to 


you, had (1) forbad the "engraving any Fi- 


gure, and muſt, as other learned Men ſay, 
| Ry : f kee by ; UAE KEY; -have 


(1) Red Noe the engrabing, Er. See the Philoſo- 
| ory. Mr. de Voltaire goes ſtill farther in 
another Place, he aſſures us in expreſs Terms, that it 


was forbidden by the ſecond Article of the Hebrew Law 


to write in Hieroglyphicks. Either then, Moſes, did not 
write his principal Laws, which is contrary not only to 


| the united Suffrages of all Antiquity, ſacred and pro- 


phane, but alſo to the very Affirmation of Mr. de Vol- 
taire; or he wrote them in Alphabetical Characters, 
which is a formal Contradiction to the Opinion of the 
learned Men quoted in Mr. de Voltaite's Note. Edit. 
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have known that the Abuſe of thoſe Cha- 
racters had been one of the Sources of Egyp- 


tian Idolatry. And laſtly, it is improbable * 


that Characters very different from thoſe 
which were employed by the Legiſlator and 
conſecrated by God himſelf ſhould have been 
ſubſtituted in the Place of theſe latter, with- 
out the leaſt Trace of this remarkable Change 
having been er- in our r Writings: or our Tra- : 
dition. 


2s this Proofs, which ne immediately 
to us, add the Teſtimony even of prophane 
Hiſtory. This informs us that almoſt all Na- 
tions have looked on the Invention of Let- 
ters as of the moſt remote Antiquity; that 
the Aſſyrians and Chaldeans thought them as 
ancient as their Empire; that the Egypti- 
ans pretended their Thor, or ſome of his Chil- 
dren, were the Inventors of them; they, ſays 
the celebrated (1) Warburton, who never 
- aſcribed the Invention of Thing to their 
Gods of which they hnew * Origin; that 
theſe People, in all Cabos Sciences Moſes was 
inſtructed; had a political and a ſacerdotal 
Alphabet, even in the Times of their ancient 
Kings; that Cecrops and Cadmus, one of 
whom is 0 ann to 1 ved before the 
FO yd Jewiſh 


(1) 8 This Wn 4 Man maintains that the 
Egyptian Hierogly hicks did not become ſacred tilt af- 
ter the Invention 97 Letters, and that they were ſacred 
in the Time of Joſephus. Edit. 
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1 ewiſh Legiſlator, and the other to have been 
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his Cotemporary, conveyed even then the 
Knowledge of a. N eee into 
N Ke. &. Ys 


All thoſe Traditions concerning the An- 
tiquity of Letters, Traditions ning ancient, 
ſo umverſal, and which agree fo well with 
our ſacred Writings, muſt certainly have had 


ſome Foundation, and deſerve ſome Credit, 
if not in every minute Particular, yet in Sub- 
ſtance. Even the Uncertainty and Variety 


of C Opinions on this Diſcovery, and the Piffi- 
culty, or rather Impoflibility, notwithſtand- 


ing all the Reſearches of the Learned, of 
aſſigning a Period to it, ſhew inconteſtably 8 
that it runs back to the moſt diſtant Ages. 
Are not theſe Reaſons, Sir, plauſible enough, 
againſt 'an Aſſertion TORI is deſtitute of 


Proofs 2 


Therefore it io nat pemain tba in the Time 
of Moſes the only Way of Writing was Hi- 


eroglyphical. We ſhall now proceed to ſnew 


that the following Point is not more clear, 
viz. That with the Help of Hieroglyphicks 
he could not have wrote the Pentatough. 


We. mall begin 5 1 that the Cha- 
ce of repreſentative 9 * 
e underwent ſucceſſively divers Chang- 
Firſt, e 26h, ay Fi Wt Were ſeen 


in 
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in Nature, were painted in a clumſy Way, 
and this was probably the firſt Manner of 
Writing of the ancient Egyptians, Chaldeans, 
Chineſe, &c. &c. and this is ſtill the Man- 
ner of ſome American Nations. Afterwards 
theſe Objects were no longer painted in full, 
they juſt drew the Contour of ſome of their 
principal Parts. And laſtly, they confined 
themſelves, to thoſe, Lines which were the 
fitteſt for deſcribing them. Such is ſtill the 
Writing of the Chineſe, as the learned tell 
us; and it ſeems to have been that of 
moſt Nations, until, by an happy Effort of 
Genius, Men thought of deſeribing-no longer 
the Objects, but the Signs of their Concep- 
tions, that is, the Words which recall them 
to dur Mind. „„ 44 o b 


I 


yet they had (1) their Hiſtory, which ran from 
VVV 
(1) their Hiſtory. Some Fragments of thoſe Hiſtories. 
are ſtill preſerved.  Rut the greateſt Part of thoſe pre- 
cious Monuments was deſtroyed: by the conquering Spa- 
niards, who took them for Books of Magic. See the 
Memoirs of the Academy of Belles Lettres. Aut. 
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the Time they entered that Country, until 
and this Hiſtory comprehended their Laws, 
the Regulations of their Police, the Particu- 


ſuch an Hiſtory with the ſame Characters: 


lar Hiſtories, and of a certain Length, with the 


160. LITT EAS Or 


the Europeans came and conquered them, 


lars of their Government, &c. &c. And 
why could not the Hebrew Legiſlator write 


| Now if it was not impoſſible to have regu- 


firſt Kind of repreſentative Writing, was it 
not ſtill much leſs ſo with the ſecond Kind, 
and ſtill leſs again with the third; that is, 

the running Hieroglyphicks? Have not the 

Chineſe regular Hiſtories in detail? And yet 

their Writing, as we have ſhewn, is in the 
third hieroglyphical Manner, or comes very 
(1) near to it. Now what Proofs can your 
Critics produce to ſhew that Moſes did not 
know the ſecond, or even the third Kind of 
hieroglyphical Writing? g 


Therefore, even ſuppoſing that in the 
Time of Moſes: hieroglyphical Characters 
were uſed, and tphabetical ones unknown, 
it was not impoſſible for him to write the 
Pentatevieſ '* ©: r 


In 
(1) or comes very near © to it. See ibid. a very 


tearned Treatiſe of Mr. de Guignes, on the Writing of 
the Chineſe. Idem. == | : „ , 
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In ſhort, Sir, no Matter what Characters 
they uſed, or what Subſtances they wrote on, 
by 7 own Account (in the Defence of my 
Uncle) © Every Nation of Paleſtine, had it's 
4 particular Hiſtory, when the Jews went into 
« that Country.“ And why then could not 
Moſes have wrote his en in the. S To ba 
forty Years? 4 


| — the S ee n ee 
Wilderneſs, could have prevented N ow. _ 
ri ren rhe Pentatech ? 


N your Critics een 0 it was ci 8 
ſible, ſay they, 4 engrave large Books in — 
Wilderneſs, where there was a Wa ant oy woes 

Thing, Sc. Sc. ne cr Arne 

Ves, heady Books z * . 22 wives or 
filter Volumes in Polo ſuch as we ſee in 
Libraries, the Encyclopedie, for inſtance, or 
ſome other Work of like Bulk. But in 


Compariſon of 0 Sir. the Pentateuch i is a 
ſmall Book. 


| Why. 4 1 ſay the Pentateuch? It would 

proper, perhaps, to except the whole 
Book of Geneſis, for you are not certain that 
Moſes did not write it before he left Egypt. 
At eee. Fe e, muſt be rs 
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which was not written in che (91 Wes 
neſs, 
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vou ay (a) FRET dat Joſbua ed 
this laſt Book to be engraved on Stone. No-] 
Deuteronomy is about the fifth Part of the 
Pentateuch; why could not Moſes get the 
Remainder of it engraved in the ſame Man- 
ner? The whole Difficulty conſiſted in laying 
out on it r . the Space of Time. ; 
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aſi * your Critics, here preciſely lies 
the Difficulty : How could ſo much Time be 
ſpared: in the Wilderneſs, where they ſo often 
changed their Dwellings ?' Not ſo often, Sir, 
theſe” Changes are pretty well known, and 
they were not by many Degrees ſo frequent 
as you think. The Courſe of the Iſraelites 
is marked out in the Books of Moſes: Let 
us give them, if you pleaſe, ten Years to ac- 
8 i. This is a _ deal, and pro- 
| bably 


(i) is che ie Wilderneſs It an * fuppoſed: that Deu- 
teronomy, except the laſt Chapter, was written hy Mo- 
ſes a ſhort Time before his Death, near the Borders of 
the Jordan, a fertile well-inhabited Country, where af- 

| terwards two Tribes and an half choſe to take up their 
Reſidence... Tranſ. 

(2) Somewbere. We reaſon here 2 from the Con- 
cuil of Mr. de Voltaire; for in reality it is probable, 
that by the Words of the Law which Joſhua cauſed to be 
engraved on Stone, we are not to underſtand the whole 
Bock of Deuteronomy but only the two Chapters of 
Bleſſings and Curſes; or perhaps the Ten Command- 
ments. Somewhere, See 4 Letter of a — A 


hd 


CERTAIN JEW Ss. 1043 


bably a) too much. 'There will yet —— | 
thirty Years for their Reſidence. Do y 
think that in thirty Years they could not en- 
grave, even upon Stone, three or four Books 
as ſhort as thoſe of the Law? f 
But wks could they ford 2 n e 
in the Wi lderneſs, where they had no-Perſon to fur- 
niſh them with Cloathing, to make that Cloathing 
for them, or even to mend their Sandals; where 


they wer Ks deficient in the moſt neceſſary. Arts vo 
Life, an ould not even get Bread er 


So many Emgravers; Sir! And were ſo 
many neceſſary? Would not a Dozen ſuffice 
to engrave in thirty Vears, and even upon 
Stone, and in Hieroglyphicks three or four 
Books of the Pentateuch? But if they were 
engraved only on Wood, as your Writers 
_ might have been the Caſe; and in 

phabetical Characters, as is very propable, 
how much leſs Time and fewer Engravers 
would have been required. 


* In a Wilderneſs where they were deficient 
2 in the moſt neceſſary Arts, and could not even 
ger (a) Bread made. 5 560 50 148 
DE 6G 1. | But 

(1) Probably. to0 wed; The Sum total of the Fj” You 
Marches of the Iſraelites, in the Wilderneſs, amounts to 


little more than four hundred and fifty Leagues, which 


thay could eaſily accpmphiſh: by eaſ y Journies in leſs. than 
ten Years. Aut. 


a) Gab Bread . Admire the Solidity of the fol- 
wing 
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But why could they not make Bread? Was 

it becauſe the Art of making Bread was loſt, 

and that Bakers were wanting? Not at all 

but becauſe Meal was wanting. The ſame 
thing may be affirmed of the other Arts, 
which you mention. Neither Shoe-makers, 

nor Taylors were wanting, but Leather and 
Stuff. That is, if we ſuppoſe they were 

S really wanting. 'The Materials had been 
conſumed, but the Arts and Artiſts remain- 
ed. And why did no Engravers remain, 
theſe ſo neceſſary Artiſts, at leaſt according 
— our Hypotheſis? There is the leſs reaſon 
uppoſe a Deficiency of them, becauſe pro- 
bably neither Wood nor Stones could be 
wanting for Engraving, altho' Stuff might 
be wanting to make ne and a and 
to mend Sandals, 5 a 
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Bade if Moſes had no more — 
how could "JO find ang Do you think 
that 


TRE A 356 The F in the Wilderneſs, 
* for Want of Bread, lived on Manna; therefore they 
& had loſt the Art of Baking : They were deficient in 
Leather and Stuffs ; therefore they had neither Shoe- 
© makers nor Taylors; therefore they had loſt their 
« Engravers, and the Art of Engraving: Therefore 
% Moſes is not the Author of the Pentateuch.” Is not 
this Reaſoning truly philoſophical ? Suppoſe I ſaid, The 
« Hebrews, who had no Bakers in the Wilderneſs, had 
cc probobly no Cooks; therefore when Quails fell into 
ee their Camp, they fell ready roaſted, or they eat them 
« raw; therefore they roaſted Agag, and fed on human 
tc Fleſh.” This would be a * Imitation of this no- 
die 9 Aut, | | ? | 
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that he brought ſome from the Kingdoms of 
Os, and Sehon, or that he ſent the Iſraelites 
to learn to en in the Cie; of Hai a5 
Jericho? 55 


Obſerve laſtly that the Law, or at t leaſt, 
the | greateſt Part of it, was written near 
Mount Sinai, where God gave it to Moſes 
in Parts, ordering him at each Time, to go 
and write down the given Portion. Now 
the Iſraelites arrived at Mount Sinai, Forty- 
eight Days after their going out of Egypt. 
Is it probable that in ſo ſhort a Time, they 
loft all their Engravers? And if there was a 
Mortality among the People, why do you 
make it fall on thoſe Artiſts in particular? 
What! was there not one or two of them 
left, who whilſt the Hebrews ſojourned at 
the Foot of this Mountain, could have form- 
ed Diſciples? No, Maſters and Scholars, they 
muſt all die]! Alas, Sir, this is very hard, to 
be obliged to kill ſo many Men, in order to 
get rid of one Difficulty ! Truſt me, let us 
rather permit them to live, and let us agree 
in this Point, that the Iſraelites, in the Wil- 
derneſs had not loſt their Arts, nor their 
Artiſts; this is the moſt natural and pro- 
bable Suppoſition: 


Moſes therefore did not want Engravers 
of Characters in the Wilderneſs: Nor did he a 
want Stone, Wop. or Time tor engraving, 
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to your 


your Character. We do not think that the 
Arguments now confuted, whether you are 
the Author, or only the N of them, can 


u ho ſometimes errs. Perhaps he has borrowed them 
| from other Writers, leſs learned and leſs faithful. 


Dre 


Therefore, even according to the falſe Hypo- 
theſes of your Writers, the ſojourning of the 
Hebrews in the Wilderneſs, was not an ob- 
ſtacle which could prevent Moſes from v Wri- 
ting the Pentateuch.” | 


Thus Sir, none of 4 the Reaſons aledged by 
your Critics prove the Impoſſibility they 
retended to demonſtrate. This Impoſſibi- 
ity is a Chimera, their Principles are falſe 
= ppoſitions, and their n inconclu- 
ive. 


That we ſhould find ſuch e in (1 
Collins and Tindall, is not ſurprizing. The 
Characters of thoſe Writers is well known. 
But that ſuch a Man as you, ſhould deign 
to tranſcribe them, that you ſhould demean 
yourſelf ſo far, as to tack ſuch vile Patches 

Text. that you ſhould lay them 
coolly before your Readers as uſeful nr 
VO," is not to be conceived. | 


We Kaye the y tender Regard, Sit, * 


er 


(1) In Collins and Tindull. We sterbe ſence bio 
Critics, merely on the Authority of Mr. de Voltaire 


Aut, 
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ever contribute to raiſe the Glory of it. We 
therefore think that it would be better for 
you to omit them in your new Edition. 
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c Et condamne au matin ſes ſentimens du ſoir.“ 


** 


LETTER IV.” 


In which Enquiry is made into the Illuftrious 
puny of vate Opinions, upon the Charac- 
ters and Subſtances which were uſed for 
writing, in the Time of Moſes. Variations 
and Contradictions of the learned Writer on 
theſe two Objects. 


«© Tel eſt *lhomme en effet, il va du blanc au noir, 


js H E Art with which your Note is writ- 
ten, Sir, and the Intereſt which you ſeem to 
take in the Subject, gave us Room to think 
that none of the Opinions which you had 
laid down, and which you aſcribed to your 
moſt learned Criticks, was indifferent to you. 
We were convinced, more eſpecially, that you 
had adopted their Opinions upon the Cha- 
racters and the Subſtances which were uſed 
in Writing, at the Time of- our Legiſlator. 
But juſt as our Letter was finiſhed, five or 
ſix new Tracts were put into our Hands, in 
which you ſpeak of the Characters and Sub- 
ſtances that were uſed for Writing, in the 
Time of Moſes. We immediately peruſed 
them, and compared them with one. another, 


and alſo with your other Works, in hopes of 


finding in them freſh Information, or of 
EY 1 5 learning 
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learning at leaſt what are your particular 


Sentiments on theſe two Objects. 


Perhaps we are miſtaken, Sir, but the 


Reſult of this Compariſon ſeems to be, that 
you have no fixed Principles or determinate 
Opinion on theſe Matters at all, as is your 


Caſe, on many others. You agree with thoſe 
Writers in ſome places, and contradi& them 


in others, nay you contradict yourſelf in the 
plaineſt Manner, ſtill ſhifting from one opi- 
nion to another, according as Caprice or the 
Prejudice of the Moment (1) hurries you 
away. This we ſhall ſhew you in the follow- 
ing Letter. td ao 


Mr. de Voltaire's Contradictions with re- 


gard to the Characters, which were uſed for 
Writing in the Time of Moſes. 0 


We have ſeen above that you make your 
Critics ſay in your Note, that alphabetical 
Characters were not known in the Time of 
Moſes ; that the only Method was hierogly- 
ee nts. e ee e 
(1) Hurries you away. Is he not hurried away rather 
by Neceſſity? It appears plainly that Mr. de Voltaire, 


who is at the Bottom indifferent to all Opinions, 
changes Principles as Corſairs change Colours, accord- 


ing to the Enemy from whom they want to Eſcape, or | 


whom they wiſh to Surprize. This Manceuvre may be 
uſeful, but does it become a learned Man? Is as "ad 
ing for the Truth, and not for vain Diſputation. Edit. 
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ical; that the Chaldeans, ann and 
gyptians wrote no other Way. Lou ſay 
expreſsly in your Philoſophy of Hiftory, that 
the Chaldeans, who were inſtructed, accord- 
ing to you, in this Art before the Phenicians 
and | Egyptians, engraved for 4 long Time, 
their obſervations and their Laws in Hiero- 
glyphicks, and that it was very late before 
they were acquainted n n betical 
men, "PIR 


Now chis- is 3 We mobs in your Dia- 


| tribe de Þ Abbe Bazin. © Sanchoniatho lived 


about the Time in which we place the 
laſt Vears of Moſes. This Phenician Au- 
thor expreſsly owns, that he took part of 
his Hiſtory from the Writings of Thor, 
who lived Eight Hundred Years before 
him. This Confeſſion, which is not ſuffi- 
ciently attended to, is one of the moſt cu- 
rious Teſtimonies that Antiquity has 
tranſmitted to us. It proves that Eight 
Hundred Vears had ela pſed, ſince they 
had Books written by belp of the: Alpha- 
bet: That Nations could 24 — oh 
other by means of (r) ms and — 

8 tranſlate 


600 BY i means ur this. The Confeſſion 3 ben 


tho, does not at all prove what Mr. de Voltaire infers. 


It was not neceſſary that thoſe Books of Thor, ſhould 


have been written in alphabetical Characters to enable 
Sanchoniatho to take Part of his a from them. 
Sanchoniatho 
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«tranſlate the Works of each other: The 
« Chaldeans, the Syrians, the Phenicians, 
« the. Egyptians, the Indians, the Perſians, 
had neceſſarily a mutual Communication, 
« and alphabetical Writing muſt have facili- 
« tated this Communication. 


1 What! Sir, Tn the Time of Moſes alphabe- 
tical Characters were not known : They wrote 
only in Hyeroglyphicks : The Phenicians, and 


the Egyptians did not write otherwiſe. And 


Sanchoniatho the Phenician, the Cotemporary 


of Moſes, if he did not live before him, 


wrote in alphabetical Characters; and Eight 


Hundred Years before him, they 
Egypt Books written by the help 


had in 
of the 


Alphabet, and even then Nations could un- 


derſtand and communicate with each other 
by means of this. Can there more palpable 


| Contradictions ? | 


But here. follow ſome. others of the ſame 
Stamp. You ſay in your Philoſophy of _ 
mains 


(Article Phenicians,) That all the Re 

we have of Ancient Monuments, inform 
us, that Sanchoniatho lived nearly at the 
* ſame Time with Moſes. And you add 


a little lower, that his Book (which, if we 


{£1 a8 10 


believe 


Sanchoniatho perhaps underſtood hiroglyphical Writing, 


or he might have got it explained to him by the Egyptian 


Prieſts. Edit. - 


— 


9 u EL4rrews be 


believe - you, was written in alphabetical 
CharaQers,) © is of prodigious Antiquity.” 
Here then alphabetical Characters. which 
were according to you, a very late Invention, 
even among the moſt learned Ancient Nati- 
ons, are now become of prodigious Antiquity : 

And the Legiſlator of late Date of the (with 
Nation, which according to you is of very 
late Date alſo, is now according to you, the 
Cotemporary of an Author of prodigious An- 


tiguity! Can theſe Aſertions be ne recon- 
ciled GRE gs N | 


26 
27 bat he comtradifty n . ii riters 0 
| himſelf, with regard to -the Subſtances which 
were uſes for — in the Ti ime 4 Mo ofes.. | 


Lou are not in a better state of Agree- 
ment with your Writers, or more conſiſtent 
with yourſelf, in ſpeaking of the Subſtances 
which were uſed for Writing, in the Time of 
the Jewiſh Legiſlator. Vou aſſure us in your 
Philoſophy of Hiſtory, that before Hiero- 
glyphicks, Men painted © their Conceptions 
in a clumſy Manner. Therefore Colours 
were uſed and employed then. And accord- 
ing to your Writers, in the Time of Moſes, 
that is, in the Time of Hieroglyphicks, Co- 
lours were not uſed. The * Manner of 

| | | mig 


« - 
2 e 
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Writing, was to engtave en On 
eee ee _ 5 


This i is not all: le to a 
People wrote on Stone, Brick, Metals and 
Mod. Von ſay likewiſe, (Philoſophy - of 
Hiſtory,) that the Chaldeans engraved their 
Obſervations: on Brick, and that the: Egyp- 
tians engraved-'theur- Writing on Marble and 
Mood. Therefore, if we believe you and your 

\ Criticks, Stone was not the — Subſtance on 
winch they chem aorate : But if we bekeve you, 
in your Letters from a Quaker, to Biſbep 
| Geonges) and in other Places, abry wrote on 

then hut Stone. Theſe appear to us (7) 
- palpable nn Ht 


eee e V cu, e. 
feruih. | 


Janine e Mow role the 
extraordinary Pretentions of the Qyaker, 
who is _ e of DIG ND: ee 


ot Apa 6 Whet Matter? Altho? 
canal are diſagreeable to ſome Readers, yet they 
are very uſeful to ſome Writers. They reap this Advan- 
tage at leaſt from them, that they muſt neceſſarily be in 


= Right, either when ey _y or when they affirm. 
t. 


| 
| 
| 
U 


on: LerTTeRs OFT 


22 Vou oug ht not to be. ignorant (ors he 
1) the Biſhop, with the moſt dogmatick 


; 090 * that 1 1 wrote on eee but 
| (2) Stone. 11 55 ils 


: K * - þ 0 pag 4 
d 3 e * N "4 


ers You we Py ih worm We 
may be ignorant of this without failing OY 
any Duty. An abſurd. Opinion is not a piece 
ef Knowledge nter we are uk an ( wines 


| youre of 1 2101519 


* ap SF? 1 4 8 vY 5 4 Rf 


LAY That they. Fee: on e 5 has gy 


betet as well ſay that the Jews hewed no- 


thing but the Granite Stone, and built no- 
thing but a Do Arts begin by their 
ir 5g 5 e IF ez —_—_ 


(i) The Biſhop. We know their Prelate only by his 
Writings: But we think: that the Quaker; 'notwithſtand- 
ing his pompous Parade of Engliſh Erudition, might be 
ſent to School, and there be profitably inſtructed on more 
Su jeQs than one. Eait. : | 

18 Nothing but Stone Mr. de Voltaire, aſſures like- 
wiſe in another Place, (Defence of my Uncle.) that the 
Vedams; according, to him, ene of the, cbree moſt ancient 
Books in the World, was written on Stone, and in Hiero- 
glyphical Characters. We muſt probably ſay the ſame of 
the Book of Job, which ma ny Jearned Men, ſays he, have 
thought with good Reaſon, prior to Moſes, by ſeven Gene- 
rations. But, befides that Books written upon Stone, 


will always look rather inctedible, is there not ſome 


Want of juſt Inference in admitting Books witten on 
Stone, and then denying that Moſes could, in the Space 
of more than thirty Aer get the Fanden enten 
«pon Stone? Aut. en Ss rere: ti Ne 
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moſt difficult 0 ten IS» rn id den, uſual 
Progreſs LEV nc 2 4 


8 
5 342 0 2 


* 


But let Us uten to this priaitive Man; and 
ſee his Proofs: * They wrote on nothing but 
« Stone, ſays he, bebauſe it is ſaid in the 
Book of Joſhua, that he wrote Deuteronomy 


upon Stones“ Very well: Suppoſt we 


were to ſay, the Treaty Which was made 
ſome Vears ago, the Ruſſians and 


the Chineſe, upon the Frontiers of both Em- 
x — was there written on Stone: There. 


e, ſome: Vears ago, the Ruſſians wrote on 


nothing but Stone, and the Chineſe "knew 
not the Uſe of Ink or Paper. Would you 
find this Reaſoning very juſt ? Yet this is the 


Way your Quaker Reaſons: He ſuddenly 
draws. 4 Condution) from the Particular''ts 


the Univerſal: This truly is che en of 
Dog or a 09 Ces" i Nn AN 


galttt 1 4 Sanol N 

F rom abet che Soripture obſer ves, that 
the Decalogue, and according to him, Deu- 
teronomy were written upon Stone, he in- 


fers thät they wrote on nothing elle: He 


ſhould have drawn I think, a quite contrary 
Inference from this. In Fact would the 
Scripture have obſer ved, that the Decalogue 
and D e or rather a Part of Deu- 


„ U+. e teronomy, 
7 A Pos; 4 55 a „ etre "There are Poets who 1 rea- 


ſon well, and Quakers full of Senſe, always excepting 
in Matters of MINING. Edit. 
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had then no other Way of Writing? And 
why, as Writing is ſo often mentioned in the 


when Joſhua, ;; according to the Quaker, 
by his. Engravers, it muſt be granted, that 


of which, by the Way, you are pleaſed to 


0) Double Employment. It is evident that the Work- 
men, muſt have hed under their Eyes, Models of what 
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teronomy, were written on Stone, if they 


dr oe 
e 
eee 


Pentateuch, is the Writing on Stone, men- 
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eauſed Deuteronomy to be written on Stone 


either he had the Patience to dictate it to 
that he gave it to them written on a different 
Sabſtance, otherwiſe the Engravers would 
have had a (1) double Employment; there- 
fore they wrote on other Subſtances beſides 
of3 ei eit: 49% 5 fluf vr oe ett i 

If in the Time of Moſes, they wrote on 
nothing but Stone, the City of Catiat Sepher 


make a Country, muſt have been a noble 
Magazine of Stones, if the Canaanites wrote 
at all for it was. according to you, the Place 
where the Records of the Notton were kept, 
when the Hebrews entered | Paleſtine : Fhe 
Book of Accounts of the Merchants of Tyre, 


they were to Engrave, more efpecially if they were to 
engrave Books, or ſome Work of Length: And it is 
no leſs evident, that theſe Models, cauld, net. have been 
engraven on Stone. Edit. den has Li 


CERTAIN IJ EWS. 2 


who no doubt (1) wrote much, 
Heaps of Stones; And the Leaves of Se — 
niatho's Book, o many poliſhed Stones; Aud 
when the 2 of Egypt delivered to Their 
Courtiers, thoſe Letters — State which gave 
Birth to the Epiſtolary kind of Writing, they 
loaded them with Stones; And the Egyptian 
Prieſts carried Stones, when they Ame 
lated their Cities in Proceſſion, bearing the 
numerous Books of their Thot! Your Qua- 
| ker ſwallows all theſe Abſurdities. In Truth, 
Sir, is he in earneſt, or is he pla u 
the NPE vi g Readers? 1 72% LT 


It i is, however, tin that at bo Time: 
they. did write upon Stone: But what did 
they write on it? Public Memorials, ſays the 

learned Count de Caylus. Then, as well as 
now, they were engraved on Stone, or Braſs, 
as os th were OLE to reſiſt bes Injuties of 


re 


00 Wrote 6 Gn as Mr. 4 Volaire ob- 
ſerves in his Defence de mon Oncle, „if the Sciences 
« were then cultivated in the little City of Dabir, in how 
© much Requeſt muſt they have been in Sidon, and in 
* Tyre, which were called, the Country of Books, the 
« Conntry of Records.” Aut. | 

We know that the City of Dabir, was called the Coun- 
| try of Books, the Cuuntry of Records, but we never heard 

that theſe Names, had been given to the Cities of Tyre 
and Sidon. This is an Anecdote which the learned 
Critick vouchſafes to ſapply us with: We fincerely 
thank him for it: We could wiff however, that he would 
inform us where he fond i it. Edit. | 
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Weather, and the Duration of Time. But as 
for every Thing elſe, it was written as at this 


Day, upon every 1 wan nor re- 


ceive Wtiing 5 144 
N 535,22 Ho ans 
1 will think f Sir, that we aware 

dwelt too long upon an Opinion of ſuch pal- 

pable Abſurdity. We would have ſuppreſſed 


all we have ſaid of it, had we found it only 


in the Quaker's Letter. But we ſee Traces 


of it, in your moſt (1) ſerious Compoſitions, 


when you make ſome great Men ſay theſe 
Words, that the: Hiſtories, and the Dine of 


k Moſes and of Foſhua, would have been en- 
. . on en Kaas os in . che had 


and 
PEI elne 7 [7 


211770 "WAN Compton. See the Philoſophy of Hiſtory 
(Article Moſes.) Aut. 

(2) If in reality they bad. ever. exiſted. Thus Mr. de 
Voltaire, in his Philoſophy of Hiſtory, (Art of Moſes,) 
makes Aben Ezra, Nugnez, Maimonides, the learned 
le Clerc, Middleton, thoſe learned Men known under 
the Appellation of Dutch Divines, and even the great 
Newton, reaſon. But this Reaſoning is not theirs; The 
Philoſopher might have ſpared them the Honour of it. 
What right has he to make theſe great Men ſay a filly 
Thing? Aut. 

We may obſerve 8 again; as well as in the Nate, 
that he carefully diſtinguiſhes the learned Je Clerc, from 
thoſe learned Men known under the Appellation of 
Dutch Divines. Does the illuſtrious Writer forget that 
le Clere, with one, or at moſt two of his Friends, was 
the Author of a Book called, Opinions of certain Dutch. 
Dfvines ? Or does he want to perſuade his Readers, that 
theſe Divines formed a conſiderable learged, Body, to- 

which | 
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« ever _exifted.” This Opinion is found 
again in other Tracts, and it has made its 
Appearance lately in the Work of a Writer, 
who is in other Reſpect well informed: ſo 


ſpreading is the moſt im probable Error, when 


a celebrated Autbor 1 — given it Authority! 


This determined us to ſpeak of it more 


amply, than we > intended, at firſt to s 


done. 


| S; IV. "op: 
"Gu the E ad of. Want of juſt Inference, 
and of Contradifions, which. Mr. We: "ER 


SI 78 1199 


Let 1 — a Vou ny at . falſe 


Reaſoning, and the Contradictions of Poor 


Jean Jacques. It muſt, be allowed, that they | 


are pretty frequent. But has not Poor Jean 


Jacques, ſome right to laugh at yours in his 
turn? And if this little Man, had a Mind to 
Faint Wem aut; to the Publick, Would he not 


1 
7 ' . ach 
K ö 1 4 £10 1502 
1 8 * | ? ay | 1 * 
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which le Cher did not chad: eat by bn 
he is to be named by himſelf? This would be a very eaſy 


Method of multiplying Authorities, but propably it would - 


not meet with general Approbation. 

Dolus an Virtus quis in Hoſte re rat? N it "ſeems, 
is the Maxim of ſome modern. Writers. But altho' it 
may be ſometimes uſeful, it is never honourable; and 
the pee Wen it Diester ME 4 ſhort of fh ; 
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| amvaſs the Werd (i) at Ne Be- 


ware of this, 5 N e 
Etbicpem ee 


No, have no Ri ht dds one 
No, rouhoren 1 Right ch 22 4 af- 


ter all daes e 80 k ſet forth, and many others 
—_ mcet with every Inſtant in your 
or 


Do thoſe innumerable Contradictions, and 
continual Variations, evidence a Writer who 
s Mafter of his Sub ect? A Man of Truth, 
who advances of which he is not 
certain? A well-informed, faithful Guide, 


who may be entruſted to ſhew the Way 


without Reſervation ? Or do they evidence 


a fuperficial Underſtanding which, never. hav- 
ing gone to the Bottom o any Thing, turns 
about with every Wind of Opinion? Which, 
holding Truth and Fal as indifferent, 


aims at nothing but to diſtinguiſh itfelf from 
others, by attacking Facts which they re- 
ſpect? And which, in Order to accompliſh 


thi Hack com ing nat onl the moſt 
pie 4 + | abſurd, 


(i) at your 8 | we do not "OR here at fowing 
Diviſion in the Enemy's Camp. There is too much 
of it there already, to the great Scandal of Philoſophy. 
However, if the Citizen of Geneva was by Chance to. 
review ſome of the Treatifes of the earned Critic, he 
would be, no doubt, a more formidable Adverſary than 
a Company of unfortunate Jews, who may be ſecurely | 


de (piled, and trodden under Foot. Ayt, 
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abſurd, but the moſt oontradictory Opinions; 
as if the Author Was making # ſportive Trial 
to ſee how far public Credulity, and the blind 
Deference of his Votaries to all his Dictates, 
would go. Theſe, Sir, are the Judgments 
which we Tear for your Writings, And wasch 
we could wiſh you would prevent, by ad- 
hering'a little more to Truth and Conſifteg- 
cy in treating thoſe Subjects which we have 
now ſpoke of, and half peak of hereafter. 


We remain, with the higheſt Seatiments 


of e and Retpedt,” &c. 


rr 


* * 72 oe wah 
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iT Fase — 


Where the Objettions - in Mr. DE Nownwtibnl 


Note againſt the Hiſtory of the Amis of 
; thy: n een, gfe + more. 


Av: F TER — — 3 _ to 
the general Opinion of Jews. and Chriſtians, 
who believe Moſes to be the Author of the 

Pentateuch, the pretended Impoſſibility he was 
in of writing it, you paſs from this general 
and extern al © Objection to thoſe particular 
Difficulties which you draw from the very 
Grounds of the Work; you dwell upon ſome 
Facts which are related in it, and you repre- 


ſent them, after your Cee, as falſe, im- 
poſſible, and abſurd. 


Here, Sir, the 88 changes and be- 
comes much more intereſting. You have 
apprized your Readers of it. Whether Mo- 
ſes could, or could not, write the Penta- 
teuch; whether he wrote it in ſuch a Form 
as we have it now, or whether the public 
Scribes and Prophets made ſome flight Addi- 
tions to it; theſe are merely Points of Cri- 
ticiſm on which every one is at Liberty to 
hold that Opinion which he thinks beſt; his 
Attachment to either Side can be of no great 
Conſequence. But if many of the principal 


Facts 


Facts, related in thoſe Books, are evidently 
falſe and incredible, the Work is unworthy 
of Moſes, or of any other Writer, directed 
by the Spirit of God. To prove ſuch a Falſe- 
hood oaks at once deſtroy the Authenticity 
and Inſpiration. of thoſe Books which have 
been reſpected for ſo many Ages. This Ob- 
ject your Writers have probably in View, 
who, by turning Facts their own Way, and 
artfully altering Circumſtances, ſtrive to give 
them an Air of Improbability and e 
that ay ſhock the Readers. 


The Adoration of the Golden Calf i is one 
of thoſe Facts which they have attacked with 
the greateſt Vigour. This Fact appears to 
them in itſelf impoſſible, in its Circumſtances 
inconceivable, and full of Injuſtice and Cru- 
elty in all its Conſequences, From whence 
they conclude that this whole Chapter has been 


added to, ae Books of Mo ſes, as e as many 
orbers. 21 


We mall! now FR Grth { Mis Difficulties, 
and endeavour to anſwer them. We ſhall 


take the Liberty of inverting the Order of 


_ them; but, however, | we ſhall conceal none 
of them. n | 
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1 we are to believe tho Writers, t ts 

impoſſible to reduce Gold into potable Powder, 
and the Art of Chymiſtry (1) in its higheſt Stag 
of Perfection, could not * this. 


Are they very * of what Bs a 
vance ? Or, if they have no ar. of it, 
why do they decade ſo Bold? | 


5 ſhall not quote here our Chy üg Vou 


cannot but know that che Hebrews have al- 
A 1 * 


(1) In its 11 Stage. In PF. Philoſophical Dido. 
| nary (Art. Mo es) no more is faid than that it was impoſ- 
| ſible for common Chymiſtry, not then invented, to ef- 
( fe& this operation. We do not exactly know the Li- 
mamits of what the Author thinks proper to call, common 
Chymiſtry. But we know. that even the Egyptians 
worked Mines of Gold and Silver, that they underſtood 
that moſt difficult Branch of working Pewter, that they 
had the Art of refining thoſe Metals, that they embalm- 
ed dead Bodies with chymical Preparations, which have 
Preſerved them until our Days, &c. &c. And there- + 
fore that a Chymiſtry, or Chymical Operations pretty 
learned had been found out. | 
Me may obſerve beſides how the Dictionary and the 
Treatiſe on Toleration agree; in the one, common Chy- 
miſtry, in the other, Chymiſtry in its higheſt Stage of Fer- 
fefion, could not Poetry effect this Operation. Edit. 
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ways had eminent {kill in this W ay, and that 
great Kings have oſten deigned to employ 
the Sons of Abraham to caſt their Metals. 


No, your on Chriſtians ſhall eee W 
en incredulous Race. 


Stahl was a Chriſtian and a Chymiſt of the 
| fir Rank, yet he did not reaſon as they do. 
He did not fax. I know not: how this Vi. 
lution can be Arected- therefore it is impoſ- 
ſible; therefore the Jewiſh Legiſlature has 
told us an abſurd Story. or this Story has 
been added to bis Works, as many others 
have been. He was more ingenious and leſs 
preſum ptuous than you. He rightly judged 
that an ancient Author, and the moſt an- 
cient we know, an author looked upon as 
inſpired for ſo many Ages, and by ſo many 
Nations, well deſer ved to be tried before he 
was condemned, and that it was proper be- 
fore he pronounted, as your Critics have 
done, in a deciſive and poſitive Tone, this 
pretended Impoſſibility, to be very clear in 
the Matter, and to ſtate the Proofs by vari- 
ous Experiments. What has been the er 
His Experiments have led him to execute by 
ver ſimple Means, what you thought im- 
e without the Help of a Miracle. 
Read, Sir, his Diſſertation. on this Subj ject, 
in his Opuſcula, you will there find, that “ the 
Salt of Tartar, mixed with Sulphur, diſſolues 
Gold ſo as to reduce it ti a potable Powder.” 
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| learned 10 work Metals. Aut. 
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1 
We might ſend you, beſides, to 'the- Me- 
moirs of your Academy of Sciences; but in 
all Probability you do not read them. You 
inſiſt on it, that 2h0ſe erghty Volumes contain 
nothing but empty Syſtems,” and not (7) one uſe- 


ful Thing. Caſt your Eye, however, on a 
Work called Origin of Laus, Sciences, and 


Arts, where the Author ſays, in ſpeaking of 
a new Courſe of Chymiſtry of one of your 
moſt learned Phyſicians, that the Natron, 
« a Subſtance known in the Eaſt, and more 

& particularly near the Nile, produces this 


« ſame Effect. That Moſes was very well 


< acquainted with the whole Power of-its (2) 


Operation; and that he could not find out 


« a better Method of puniſhing the Treache- 

« ry of the Iſraelites, than by obliging them 
« to drink this Powder, becauſe Gold re- 
duced potable in this Manner, has a de- 
8 nen T aſte.” 


This 


wr Net one 051 Thing. See Waun Suite 4e, Me- 
langes Edit. de Geneve, Page 304. and obſerve; that no- 


thing is ſo oppoſite io a yſtematical Spirit, than the Spi- 


rit of this Academy. One of its firſt Principles is to adopt 
no Syſtem whatſoever. Aut. 


(2) Its Operation, Moſes. wade he infloli@incſ1in all 


' the Sciences of the Egyptians. . Now the Art of caſting 
| Metals, and of refining them, was known by this People 


in the Time of their firſt Kings. Many ancient Hiſto- 
rians aſſert this, Diodorus Siculus, Agatharchides, &c. It 
appears that it was from the „ 1 the 1 
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This poſſibility of rendering Gold potable = 


* been often repeated — the Time of 
Stahl and Senac, in the Works and in the 


Lectures of your moſt celebrated: Chy miſts, 


Baron, Macquer, & &. They all agree in 


this Point. We have none of them before 
us now, but the laſt Edition of le Fevre's 
Chymiſtry. He clears up this Point as well 
as the otſier Writers; and he adds, '* that no- 
« thing is more certain, and that we can no 


longer entertain the traſt (1) Doubt of t _ 


% Matter.” 1 e b 


What think you now, Sir; is not che 
Teſtimony of thoſe ingenius Chymiſts as re- 
ſpectable as that of your Critics? And what is 


| it that thoſe uncircumciſed Men are attempt- | 


ing? They: know nothing of Chymiſtry, and 
yet they will talk of ny they .night - have 
ſpared en ſelves this" Shame. 


But did you not know, Sir, when you were | 
tranſcribing this ſorry Objection, that the 
eſt Chymiſt could confute it? Chymiſtry is wa 


T9 Tae it is eaſy to kei it. Therefore de 
r > EY ISHS : * e Rouelle's 


" The laſt Doubt... jr 55 Tabs had already fulped: 
ed that Moſes had rendered Gold potable by ſome chy- 
mica] Proceſs. - Some Time after Aben Ezra, another 
Rabbin, wrote that he Had been himſelf Witneſs to a 
like Operation. But Doubts had been entertained until 
the Time of Stahl. Obſerxe how uſeful Diſcoveries are, 


ſince ſo many Tears after, the mis Errors! are vey: in 
urg N afin. n Aus. Ante 9 | 
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« Rovelle's 4) Paſſion tiſes, his Byes flaſh 
Fire, und his Rage burſts forth, when by 
* Chance he reads what you have ſaid of it 
nin ſome I 192g Sound 

the Epic Trumpet, Sir; diſpute the Prizc 
with Sophocles and Euripides, on ee 


. — at MY ms At ne 


Her then, the principal Obzectton of 
your Criticks, which they advanced with the 
utmoſt - dence is confuted. Ke us 


proceed to the Nel. 


$2. — 
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Thoſe learned Criticks afficm EE oF it 
as. Impoſſible an leſs than... three , Months, 
without a Miracle, 20. caft. the Golden. Calf, 
In this e err, or are Wen $9099 en 
into Error. . 
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15 4 Reuel, This ae . Gert G nice the 
former Fdftion of theſe Letters, was deere y reckoned - 
the firſt Chymiſt in France. We are well w Bly that 

he did not adriire-thofe Parts moſt in Mr. de Voltaire's : 

Wrumgs which treated of f.Chywiſtry. 'Chy 

2) 25 aur Word. Let Mr. de Voltaire - y whit he 
will, it is certain that the Paſſage marked with Commas 
is not to be found in the Edition pubfiſhed at — 2 ot 

Lawrence Prault's, avec Approbution & Privlepe. 
ſinde the illuſtrious Wrizer has quoted it, and ſeems 2 

diſſatisfied with it, we think we may give it another 

Place in this Edition. Aut. 
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Perhaps they think this Golden Calf Was a 
Colloſſus But, Sir, you have not — 
hope, that, aece ding. ton the Plan of d 
Forefathers, it was intended to be — 
the Headrof our Armies. Mate us, ſay they, 
Gods nobich cum go befarews: Vou ma Wilp 
poſe; that according 'to:this Plan, it as mt 
neceſſary "that thin Srathe :hbub] be as heavy 
as Harr ry tholyebs Horſe on the Pont- neuf, 
or the obri at Marli , Perhaps the. Ori- 
ticks have ſeen the Golden. Calf? re preſented 
in ſome Picture according to the Caprice of 
the Painter, and they have concluded raſhly 
from the Painting to the Original. Vou well 
know, Sir, that Painters, as well as! Poets, 

are often bad Authorities. 1 6 ae e 


An . N 


214211 4:44 3 


F char have. wrate at. this 

den Calf was made in the Norm of a an — 
Body, with" the Head of 4 Calf; in the Taſte 
of thoſe Anuhiſes with, 0 gs Heads, whic 
are ſhewn in the Cabinets « a Frag 
in the form of thoſe Cherubims with Calves 
Heads, of Which you ſpeak in ſome Place. 


f S{Ht6) 94 


* 3.x. 


Vou think that this Idol Wag an Apis; ſo let 
it be. But do you deem a Miracle mecefſari 

for caſting a Ar Apis p ade and 
coarſely executed, as as wW Were or of the 
Egyptians, who were the 00 Teachers of our 
Mfg in the Arts f ee neg. 7 21130 


TAGS © ts 0 72 4 qu bor 3 1 ie , 


er 210 Tis ; EI YE! 4 
00 The Teachers of our — Kc. Avdatdion 


to 


2d PIs or 


ceſtors had ' ſome particular ' Proceſs, with 
which we are not 'acquainted, that might 
have accelerated this Work: This Confec- 
ture, however, after what we have ſaid, 
would not appear chimerical. All we require 
of you is to go into a Founder's Shop: I will 
anſwer for it that if you ſupply him with 

2 Materials, hurry him, and pay him 

well, he will compleat this Job for you in 
leſs than a Week. We made no great En- 
10 59710 f.— ** J 07 3051035 57171511 quiries, 
| Ic r Dos Sia 

tow n A nigii0 $93 67 goitgisT vil 

to Mr de Voltaire they were ignorant Teachers, with- 
out Taſte. His predominant Madneſs at preſent is to 
ſhew that the ee were the moſt contemptible 
People (always excepting us however) on the Face of the 
Harth. Te Egyptians; ſays he, upon the whole, were a 
contemntible People; let the Admirer of. Pyramids ſay what 
theywill,', As if the Pyramids. had been the only Mo- 
numents which had pracur d_to the Egyptians the Ad- 
miration of Poſterfty, and that nothing had ever been ſaid 
of their other Buildings, of their Temples, their Palaces, 
and ſo many other Works! both uſeful and magnificent. 
9 285 illuſtrious Writer forgot thoſe N beauti- 
ful Cauſeys, thoſe numerous Moles from whence their 
Cities, commanding” the Floods, ſecurely - beheld the 
Rivers fertilizing: their Plains; thoſe mighiy Lakes, 
immenſe Reſervoirg of Water, without which the Lands 
would have been barren; thoſe Canals, which diſtri- 
. buted the Waters on all Sides, facilitated Commerce, 
and kept up Plenty? &c.'&c. Does he know nothing 
a of the Egyptians but their Pyramids? But the Declaimer 
HBoſſuet, as he calls him, had cried up Egypt, and had 
ſaid nothing of China. It was therefore proper to cry 

up China and lower Egypt. Edit. 
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quiries, __ We * two: 8 this. 


who required but three Days for the our 
1 much Difference . £7 three 
Days and three Honths, And d we. doubt not 
but upon a ſtricter Search, orkmen mi 5 


be found s e ae it in All] 


Time. 
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With a view of rendeting a Miracle more 
neceſſary, or the Abſurdity of the pretended 
3025 more 5 palpable, the Criticks allert that 
the People applied to the Brother of Moſes, 
* in order to get; the Golden Calf the Eve of 


„that Day, in which: Moſes came down. from 


« the Mount, and Slat Aaron 96. * in one 
(6 Day. 75 


But OW did the gaben ünd all cheſe Par- 


ticulars? In their own Imaginations I fu ppoſe; 
for certainly. they are not in Scriptute. Nei- 


ther the Day in which the People aſked for 


the Golden Calf, nor the Time Which Aa- 


ron n took. to make it are determined i in — 


18. 
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*. EK ede it is. abſoli itely "rap | , a8 
5 fay, that” this Leo 5,0 caſt iti ih one 

we IT. his Faet 18 4 16f La or unaccount- 
_ Song 156 1 Which they deem to 

ame thi ic 2m obſcrye, | that 

Weck When 487 Mines" Alert hoſe 
things. How dare they then aſcribe them to 
the Sacred Writer, who. never ſpoke of 
them? It is eaſy to find Abſurdities in an 
Author, When * t what we pleaſe, a 
bis MOB . g wier Reer Aiden 
him the Children of our own 


ons. 
om So. : Zaha to MY 8 V 
nds Sir threc 'D and perhaps leſs, 
werk Hüfflcient ſor 0 e Golaeh, Calf, 
and it 18 not fad r hy Plece, that Aaron 
took up Vit one if 9 Judge our- 
ſelf" whether the 108 of Four Criticks 
is:weltfounded. 1015.1 T= 2 bas ON 913 
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(.) Cannot conceive. What matters it whether they 
| 13 FR Oy can 
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not conceive that the Jews; wha had not where= 
with to mend their Send. could aſe Hh 
Ca d f _— Ow” | 

ce be S re nt a 


N 


234 N 8 1 ae 


This laft york je upon? ach 12 140 
with ſo much Satisfaction, and which 
affectedly e oan no longer n wi 
us. Although the Golden Calf was 1205 
r have ſeen Moot: it muſt have b 

13 * Jo 


Ollie of ? 45 7s 
can conceive | it or 506 Wy could. not oct 
ther, that C iftry yy in its. bigh Wy 
Gold, foes to render it FEM Joch yet. we 


not imagine i Tips Eph ns 


Source will produce more Paralogiſms, a Infe 

rences thay this, From fuch Premiſes as thi be Vul- 
gar conelude, Vas Juggler's Tricks, are e Effects of 
Magic, and that; Jugglers are Conjurors. All Rea ſon- 
ings of this Sort, may be reduced to the following Sylle- 
giſm. © I, an n Ignorant Man or a Wit, it matters 
&* not which, who am not acquainted with the Powers of 
ce Nature, or the Improvements of Induſtry, who have 
e but a ſliglit Tindure of the Arts and their Proceſſes, 
* who, have ſtudied, but ſuperficially the Hiſtories of 
« Ancient Nations, their Languages and their Cuſtoms, 
N comptehend within my narrow and feeble Con- 
ce ception, all the Ideas of what is or what may be. 
&« Now] U cannot conceive. that ſuch a thing. is or can be, 
cc Therefore i it. is not.“ The proper Anſwer to this Ar- 
gument is, that this Propoſition, 14 comprebend, & c. 
which, although it is ſeldom expreſſed, is always under- 
ſtood, favours neither of Modeſty nor Truth. Aut. 
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Portable, and of Conſequence that it could 
not be of very great Weight," | 


But in ſhort, ſay you, Fw bk area 
e Gold enough to make « even a Fe 


4 ” 


How! s Book of Exodus will Ibm 
N By bringing unto Auron, the Golden 
| . of har Wit I their Sons and their 


Su ppoſe, Sir, that out of two ane of 
Souls, to. which the Hebrew People amount- 
ed, according to your own c be there 
were only 150,000 Perſons, Women, Boys, 
and Girls, who wore Ear-Rings of Gold. and 
let us Eſtimate each Ear-Ring at a Drachm 
only. Vou ſee that I am far from valuing 
Things too high. not you think Sir, that 
1 Ages Perun of "Gold An fufſice to 


> ES 


How will your 8 Criticks anſwer 
this? Will they deny that the Women and 
Children of the Hebrews, uſually wore Ear- 
Rings of Gold? But beſides the Affirmation 

of "ths Sacred Writer, that even in the 'Time 
— Abraham, this kind of Ornament was 


known in Talente ang the; e neighbouring 
Countries. 
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Countries. It was the Cuſtom of the Iſhma⸗ 
elites, to wear them, even when they were 
(1) going to Battle. And at this _ the 
Arabians, who are their- Deſcendants, and 
inhabit the ſame: Deſerts, adorn themſelves 
with them in common. In ſhort, the Uſe 
them was common among the Egyptians. 
And why ſhould not the Hebrews ha ve had 
them too? Perhaps you. think, that ay 105 
left theſe. Jewels behind them in E 

that the Gold of their Ear-Rings, {ROS the 
Soles of their Sandals, had — worn yy 
in the g three ne "Mr 


| Bar, you will . 4 eu, N Was 
Poor. We ſhall preſently ſhew you that = 
were far from being ſo Poor, as you ſuppo 
them. But „ them to be ſo, muſt 
they have been a very 2 People, if among 
two Millions of Souls, there were found 
150, ooo Perſans, who, wore, each of them, a 
me valued at a Drachm of Gold? How 
en . N er . greateſt 
a healers 9 aer 
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(1) Goin ta Battle. It is related in the 8th. Chapter of 
* Bool 135 Judges, that the Iſraelites made a Preſent to 
| Gideon, of all the Jewels of this kind which they had 
taken from the vanquiſhed Midianites. It was found 
that the Ear-Rings alone, amounted- to 1700 Shekels of 
Gold, that is to ſay, aecording to ſome 9 to mere 
than 2500 Louiſdores. Aut. OLA 
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Number of thoſe Ear-Rings, did not make 
part of thoſe precious Effects, which they 
borrowed from their ancient Maſters? We 


may conclude that this Sn, is 1 N as 


N as the 10 > gong 
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Deceived by che Gori of their 
„Hearts, they cannot beheye that Moſes 
*flau ghtered twenty three thouſand Men, to 
« expute this Crime, or that ſo many Men 
o. uld ha ve ſuffered themſelves to be ſlaugh- 
% tered by the Le wo without the 27 5 of 
6 * another Miracle.” N 


3 F $5 , | 
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” Tf ſeems they that hve Kadieg: 40 


Bot inte that there were 23,000 Men killed 


in this Action. Nor we neither, Sir. But, 
however, the Arguments of thoſe Criticks 
do not appear to us the ſounder for this rea- 
* en 5 1 


N 


(1) Former ones. How can a reaſonable Objedtion be 


drawn from the Quantity of Gold, which was to form 
a Statue, When the Fropoynnne of that: eee are not 
known? Ai. 
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- ſon. + Let us, with your leave, examine 
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Humanity, Goodneſs of Heart prevent 
them from believing, &c. &c.” You ſay that 
this goodneſs of Heart deceives them. Per- 
the weak  Suppoſitions of Men chat God 
regulates, his Judgements and his Vengeances. 
To reaſon only in a political Light, do they 
know exactly how far 1t was Proper to car ry 
Severity in order to keep this intractable Mul- 
titude in awe of the Legiſlator, and in an 
Attachment to their Religion, that principal 
part and baſis of all Legiſlation? Humanity 
and Goodneſs of Heart are not the only Vir- 
tues which the Head of a great Nation ſhould 
poſſeſs. He ſhould beſides be firm and ſevere, 
more eſpecially when thez'Tranſpreſſors are in 
great Numbers, and the Tranſgreſſion enor- 
mous. Now that of the Hebrews was ſo 
much ſo, that your Writers have juſt now 


pronounced it inconceivable. 


_ © Twenty-three Thouſand Men ſlaughtered 
by the Levites]!“ To hearken to thoſe great 
Criticks would induce one to believe that 
theſe Levztes were but an handful of trembling 
Prieſts. But in the Text things are very dif- 
ferent. Theſe Levites are no leſs than all the 
Sons g/ Levi, that is, the entire Tribe of Le- 


nm rr ares vr 

vi, a Tribe which you know was not (1) 
the leaſt warlike of the twelve, nor probably 
the (2) leaſt attached to, Moſes. Even ſup- 
poſe that part of this Tribe had been involved 
in the general Tranſgreſſion, and let us ſup- 
poſe, the Number of the Levites who were 
drawn out againſt the Tranſgreſſors to have 
been 10 or 12,000. Is it impoſſible that 10 
or 12,000 Men ſhould kill 23,000? And was 
a Miracle neceſſary to enable 10 or 12,000 
Men in Arms, animated by the . 


(1) The leaſt warlike. Our learned Writers, who are 
accuſtomed to confound every thing, and to judge of eve- 
ry thing by that ſmall Circle of Objects which ſurrounds 
them, form the ſame idea of our Levites as they do of 
the Prieſts of their Religion. This is another miſtake. 
1. At the time of this Action, the Levites had not yet 
been conſccrated to the Service of the Altar; they bore 
Arms like the reſt of the Iſraelites. This obſervation 
ſhould not have eſcaped Mr. de Voltaire at teaft. 

2nd. Even after the confecration of the Levites to-the 
Altar, altho' they were exempted from Military Service, 
they were often ſeen fighting in our Armies. Phineas, 
the Grandſon of Aaron, diſtinguiſhed himſelf no leſs by 

his Courage than by his Zeal. He went to battle, and 
ſome People think that he commanded the Hebrews 
when they vanquiſhed the Midianites. The Prieſt Ba- 
naias was one of David's Heroes and General of Solo- 
mon's Armies. The exploits of the Macabees are known, 
and in later times, Joſephus the Hiſtorian, was at once 
Prieſt and one of the greateſt Captains of our Nation. 

(a2) The leaft attached to Moſes. Moſes was of the 
Tribe of Levi, for this reaſon this Tribe muſt have 

had a paiticular Attachment to him, Edit, 
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CERTAIN JEWS. 139 
of the Legiſlator, and by Zeal for their Reli- 


gion, to maſſacre a People who were taken 
Surprize and unarmed, and who were in- 
timidated by Remorſe for their Crime and by 
the Fear of Puniſhment? How many, much 
more (1) aſtoniſhing Events, does prophane 
_ Hiſtory relate which no body ever called in 
e ? Therefore the Reaſonings of your 
Writers are but weak Arguments even againſt 
your Vulgate Verſion of the Bible. Kan 
ET ETC i 2290886 


(1) More afloniſbing Events, In prophane Hiſtory we 
ſee handfuls of Men cutting thouſands to pieces ranged 
in Battle-array. Here, on the contrary, ſeveral thouſand 
Men armed fell ſuddendly upon a Crowd, unarmed, 
and entirely taken up with that prophane Feſtival which 
they were celebrating. This is a ſtriking Circumſtance 
which the continuation of Moſes's Recital and the clear 
and-preciſe Text confirm. Here follows this Text as 
we read it in the Tranſlation of one of your molt famous 
Hebraiſts (Father Houbigant) © Moſes having ſeen that the 
Fc People were given up to the mad Joy of that Feſtival, 
«© which had been appointed by Aaron, and that it would 
be eaſy to cut them to pieces, if they were attacked, 

_ « ſtood up at the Gate of the Camp and cried out, who 
5 1s on the Lord's ſide? Let him come unto me, and 
« all the Sons of Levi gathered themſelves together un- 
* to him, and he ſaid unto them, &c. &c. Exodus 
J ns OY OY or 
This paſſage is a ſufficient anſwer alſo to thoſe who, 
like the Author of the Philoſophy: of Hiſtory, ſuppoſing 
that this Maſſacre was committed without diſtinction, 
draw from it a pretence for cenſuring the Conduct of 
Moſes. It is evident that this ſlaughter fell only upon 
thoſe who were aQually employed in the worſhip of the 
Idol, and by conſequence, upon the Tranſgreſſors. To 
affirm the contrary is evidently to- miſunderſtand the 
Text, or groſsly to calumniate the Legiſlator. Aut. 
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to 3000? What ſucceſs will they have eſpe- 


5 vou. 12 


- iow: if th ve nathia inſt -the 
Vulgate * ER ſucceſs bey have 
againſt the Ancient Verſions, even the Latin 
Verſions, againſt the Greek, Syriac, Chalda- 
ick Verſions, which reduce thoſe 23, oo Men 


cially againſt the Hebrew Text? According to 
this Text, which'is the only one we are bound 
to defend, there were only about 3000 Men 
ſlaughtered. Is it the fault of the ſacred 
Writer if your Interpreters have wrote the 
word e inſtead of about i 


Now let the Wunder be thus NEE and 
what becomes of the impoſſibility of 23, ooo 
Men being ſlaughtered. by the Levites, or of 
the neceſſity of a Miracle to comprehend it 
and of all the empty een of your 
Criticks? | 


| However, py you, there remain n 3000 Men 
killed. Is this nothing? This, at laſt, Sir may 
be called a reaſonable Objection. Vet, if we 
are not miſtaken, the Difficulty may be re- 
duced to this point, Whether when the Num- 
ber of the Guilty amounts to 3000 God can 
puniſh them. If you deny this propoſition, 
produce your Proofs, we Wap to * 
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Whither TR 4 7 tes POET I 
that the Hebrews ſhould have required a Golden 
Calf af the Foot 2 Mount Sinai, . Adpra- | 
Z an. 2 
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Rong WW, N68 Sir Bier conceive that "the 
Jews! could” "af for a Golden Calf for Adoration, 
at the Foot 0 of the pm where God was con- 
ver ſin „ Moſes, in the midſt of” the Thunder 
47 Seng 722 the Sound of the Heaven 10 
Tae wb wh 2 ere . hen feen and Beard. N Mo an 
But, firſt; where have'thoſ C tees Nuß 
that the ff 8 — 5 dreadful appearances, 
in Wied 13 12 97 to manifeſt himſelf 
to his Peop ple, liſt 1 days, the time. t 
the Leg 5 ors ſtay "ls the Mount? It is faid 

indeed, tha Aft he went up, it was covered 
with a thick Cloud, and that the 988 2 the 


out, of i it, ede gt Mice came 1 


cannot be undi 4B. Exodus, « or, .in aſe other 
Sacred Writer. 5 
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Whilſt you aggravate the Crime of our 
forefathers, by dwelling on falſe or at leaſt (1) 
doubtful Circumſtances, why do you conceal ; 
one which the Sacred Writer mentions, and 
deſeryes. Notice. ] 


True, Sit, our Fathers were at the foot of 
the Mountain where God was ſpeaking to Moſes. 
But for a long time they knew not, they ſaid, 
what was become of Maſes. They had ſeen him 
ſeveral times before going up and coming 
down from the Mountain, to con vey to them 
A 
the contrary, he had not returned for the 
Space of more than a Month. Amazed at 

his long Abſenee, and not knowing what 
might have happened him, they loſt all Hopes 
ol ſeeing him again, and imagined themſelves 
to be in the midſt of thoſe, Deſerts, without 
Chief, Laws, or Worſhip. Is it inconceiva- 
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(i) Daubtful Circumſtances. They are looked on as 
ſuch by many learned Chiſtians, and among others, by 
the fumous le Clerc. According to him, the whole of 
this mighty. SpeQacle was at an end. Even the Cloud 
was no longer ſeen, except perhaps upon ſome Height. 
Cum non cernere tur, ſays he, amplius Nubes nift forte in 
aliquo Monti: Fugo. But even ſuppoſe all theſe Circum- 
ſtances were true, what Concluſions could we fAfraw from 
them? We well know that the moſt extraordinary and 
| formidable ObjeQs, become by Habit familiar to Men. 
18 Prejudice which judges partially, Stupidity which reaſons 
11 not at all, and Incredulity which cavils at every thing, 
may produce this effect. Edit. e 
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rant Men, left to themſelves, and looking 
upon themſelves as forſaken by their God, 
whom they no longer heard, ſhould have 
fabricated for their own uſe, one of thoſe vi- 
ſible Gods, which * EH other 8 — wor- 
3 17, ed 


Secondly, Who Vigo Sir, whether in thee 
Intention, the Honours which they paid to 
this Idol, were not relative to God their De- 
liverer, and whether their whole Guilt did 
not conſiſt in having worſhipped him, este | 
to his Commands, under a Corporeal Fi 
Learned Men have been of this Opinion, 2 
the Text ſeems to favour it; O Hael, ſays 
that ſenſeleſs People, looking on the Idol. 
there is thy God, who brought thee out of Egypt. 
And Aaron, when he is proclaiming the Pic. 
tival, which they were to celebrate, tells 
them, To-morrow is a Feaft to the Lord. | 


Thirdly, However this Opinion may ſtand, 
- conſider, Sir, what the Hebrews then were, 
from whence they came, and what Notions 
were generally entertained of Idolatry. They 
had juſt left E ypt, where this Worſhip-pre- 
vailed; they ſaw it ſpread forth on all ſides; 
it was the Religion of the moſt flouriſhing 
States,and of the Nations, moſt famed for Wit 
dom. This Worſhip, which ſeems ſo extra- 
vagant to us now, dazzled them by its brilli- 
ant outſide. Publick Ve protected 
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it, and eſtabliſhed Cuſtom: covered: the Mad- 


neſs of it. You yourſelf repeatedly ſay, that 


the Hebrews were a Barbaruus, Stupid, Su- 


r/titious People. Is it hard to conceive that 
Men of this Character, hurried away by the 
Example of their Neighbous, yielded on this 
occaſion, to their Inclination towards a kind of 
Worſhip then in repute, which flattered their 
Taſte by pompous Ceremonies, and feſtal 
Mirth? Do you not know what a mighty 
Influence ſtrong Prejudices, the power of 


Cuſtom, (1) the Empire of the Senſes have, 


eſpecially over vulgar Minds? Reaſon then, 
Sir, conformably to your own feelings, and 
allow this, either that our Forefathers were 
not ſuch Men as you repreſent them, or join 
with us in ſaying, that they were very likely 
to fall into Idolatry in ſuch Circumſtances, 
even at the foot WE ee _ . 


57. 07 


* 


* 
7 * ; nf % * 
. ry « 2 F Tf 1? * 7 7 5 


0 005 The Bense the Senſei Wee cannot 3 3 
the Iſraelites could be ſo ſtupid, as to Worſhip an Image, 


which they had juſt caſt with their own hands. And can 
we cells how the Egyptians,” that wiſe Nation, the 
Romans, that magnanimous People, the Greeks, ſo po- 
lite and clear- ſighted a People, could adopt a Wotſhip 
ſo abſurd? Our Fathers hurried away by the Power of 
E xample and Habit, have ſometimes worſhipped the 1- 
dols of the Gentiles. But if Idolatry is baniſhed now 
almoſt from the whole face of the Earth; if it can be 


looked on now only in the Light - of. inconceivable. Ex- 


travagance, to whom is this owing ?- Did not our Fathers 
re-eſtabliſh and preferve the true W orfhip, Which all 
other Nations had. abandoned. Edit. 
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Fi u IS, your c 4 think it extraor- 
« dinary that Aaron, who was the moſt Guilty 
« of all, ſhould have been rewarded for that 
© very Crime for which the reſt underwent ſo 
* dreadful a Puniſhment, by being appointed 
« Hi gh-Prieſt, whilſt the blood by Ri of 
« his. three and twenty thouſand Brethren, 
« were heaped at the Foot of that Altar on 

«* which he was going to Sacrifice. ay 


The Tung on of Aaron was certainly 
grievous and abominable; but 1 
noble Criticks, Bolin pbrooke, N ace 
&c. conſider the Circamltances he finds bim- 
ſelf in. On one ſide, he is as ignorant as 
the other Hebrews, whether his Brother will 
ever return, and whether 828 who is now 
ſilent, will ever again deig zeak to his 
People. On the other hand, be is hurried, he 
is 1mperiouſly. commanded. Up, fay they, 
make us Gods. In vain he ſtrives, to calm their 
Spirits, and to kee p them Al ful. to their 
Duty. He knows their violent and impetu- 
ous Character. O. ſublime Philoſophers ! 
Your Souls, Intrepid and Strangers to Fear, 
would perhaps have remained — 4 
t 


a En Trina o'r 


in theſe Circumſtances. But a weak Mind 
might have been daunted without a Miracle. 
All Hearts are not poſſeſſed of that intrepid 
Courage, which e Infpires. 
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He ſhould Sos di Wo þ Wow ſay (1) 1 in ther 
place. He ſhould, nobody diſputes it. But 
do we always a& as we ſhould? And do 
we pretend to ſay that he was innocent? 
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Aaron, the moſt Guilty of all. Who told 
you this? Did you read his Heart? How do 
you know but the dread of Violence, his Re- 
luctance in yielding to it, and the bitterneſs 
of his Repentance rendered him more worthy 
of being ſpared than the 1 


"He tanforiſes; but e "on fol- 
1995 the Tranſgreſſion. The Sincerity of his 
Sorrow, and the Prayers of his Brother, diſ- 
arm the Lord, who was preparing to Extir- 
minate him, "with the reſt of the Guilty. 
obtains his Pardon, and ſometime aft 
raiſed to the Sacerdotal Office. This is * 
your Writers call, being rewarded for his Crime. 

You muſt. allow, Sir, that although this Ex- 
preſſion has the Merit of Energy; * it has 
not entirely that of Juſtnieſs. wo 
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225 the bloody ps of 23, 00 of his 
Brethren,” &c. What a Deſcription is this 
Sir! We diſcover your tragic Pencil. This 
Picture is moving, but is it a true one? In 
reality you know as well as we do, that there 
were not 23,000 Men killed. What pleaſure 
do you take, in giving us that for Truth, 
which you know in your: Heart, is as or at 
leaſt doubtfor? * 

And when you repreſent 1206 bloody Re. 
mains, heaped up at the, Foot F the Altar, are 
you ignorant that ſeyeral Months had elap- 
ſed, ſince. this bloody Act had been done ? 
We muſt allow, that by bringing thoſe diſtant 
Objects nearer to our View, the Scene be- 
comes more moving. But, Sir, I pray you 

leſs Pathetick, and more Exactneſs. The 
ſame Liberties are not a to Onan 
as to Poetry. e 


bene the Promotion of Aaron, to the 
Sacerdotal Office, after his Trangreſſion, has 
nothing extraordinary in it. In order to 
condemn it, as your Writers do, it would be 
neceſſary to prove, that God cannot puniſh 
thoſe Who commit Sin, and pardon thoſe 
who Repent. 90 t mean to "Ou! him 
of this Wen 
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golden Calf, and of Aaron's Tranſgreſſion, could 
not have been added to the Books of Moſes. 


Let us contlade” by a Reflexiory which 


muſt Strike every impartial 'Reader, viz. 


That it is morally impoſlible, that the Relati- 
on of theſe two Facts, ſhould have been ad- 


died to the Books of Moſes: Who, for inſtance, 
could have added the Tranſgreſſion of Aaron? 


Could it have been an Author not of the 


Sacerdotal Order? But would: the Prieſts, 


the Guardians of the' Sacred Writings, have 


ſuffered it? Could it have been one of that 


Order ? What ! Would the Pricſts have cor- 

rupted the Records of their Religion, to diſ- 

honour themſelves without reaſon, wg diſho- 
nouring their Chief and Father 


We may draw the ſame Concluſion with 


pet to the golden Calf. If this is an a- 


pochryphal Fact, added to the Books of Moſes, 


when, by whom, how was this done? What 


ſtrange Intereſt could prompt this Forger, 
thus to caſt a Blemiſh on his Anceſtors and 


his Nation? How happens it that the Forger 


was never detected? Or if he was, how 
comes it that the Forgery was not blazoned 


| throught the World? "OF what unaccountable 


Stu , 
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Stupidity, has this People, who was always 
zealouſly attached to their Sacred Writings, 
permitted any one to falſify the Truth of 
them, by inſerting into them, not Miracles 
worked in their Favour, but calumnious 
Facts, ſo ſhameful to the Fathers and morti- 
fying to the Children? How could thoſe Facts 
be tranſmitted ſrom Mouth to Mouth with- 
out Contradiction? How came they to paſs 
from the Pentateuch into the other (1) Sacred 
Books, and even into the (2) Sacred Poetry 
of the Nation? Can you conceive this, Sir, 
and do your Writers conceive it? 


LI admire thoſe Criticks. The authentici- 
ty of the Books of . e appears doubtful 
eee to 


(1) Sacred Boot. This Egyptian Worſhip, ſays 
& Mr, Freret, Moſes points out in the Canticle, which 
<« he compoſed a little time before his Death. They have 
& provoked the Lord, ſays he, by Sacrificing to Gods, whom 
ce their Fatbers never worſbipped, With this ſame Wor- 
& ſhip, the Prophet Ezekiel upbraids them as the moſt. 
&« ancient Crime of the Jewiſh Nation, and be Corrup- 

4 jon of their e /] ↄ c 
(. 2) Sacred Poetry of the Nation. We read in one of 

the Pſalms an account of the ſeveral Tranſgreſſions of 
the Hebrews. The Adoration of the golden Calf is not 
forgotten in it. They made themſelves, ſays the Pfalmiſt,' 
à Calf in Horeb, and Worſhipped the Metal which they had 
carved, T bey changed their Glory into the likeneſs of a Calf 
that eateth Graſs, Notwithſtanding this, the Author of the 
Philoſophy of Hiftory, affirms, that no Prophet ever men- 
tioned the Adoration of the golden Calf. Does he. not 
place David in the Rank of Prophets? This Chriſti- 
an truly ſeems well inſtructed in his Religion! Aut. 
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to them, becauſe the Adoration of the gol- 
den Calf and the Tranſgreſſion of Aaron, 
are related in them. But for this Reaſon 
preciſely every impartial Man will conclude, 
that theſe Writings were never materially 


altered. Such Facts, inſtead of being added, 


would have been firſt (1) expunged. The 


more odious this double Forgery would have 


been, the more inconceivable it is, how a 
Forger could accompliſh it, the Prieſts ſuf- 
fer it, and the men believe It. PPT 


Thin to ſum up what we ts faid on 
this Subject in a few words. Let our Forefa- 


thers be allowed to have had ſome Skill in 
Chymiſtry. Let us form no falſe Suppoſiti- 


ons of the Proportions of the golden Calf, or 
of the Excellence of its Workmanſhip. Let 


us recollect the Character of the Iſraelites and 


the Circumſtances they were in. But above 
all let us ſtick to the Text of Scripture. Let 


nothing be taken from, or added bo! it. And 
all theſe pretended * * will 


fall of themſelves. 


Behold, Sir, how eaſy it is to . thoſe 


OT and allow Ts That you muſt 


have 


(1) Ex dimes We may judge of this, by the Manner 
in which 1 6s has acted. He does not deny the 
Fact; but for fear of caſting an Odium on the firſt of 
our High-prieſts, and the whole Nation, before the ur- 
circumciſed, he has made no ſcruple of ſtriking it it out of 
his Hiſtory. Aut. 1 
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have a great Contempt for your Readers, if . 
you think that they can be dazzled by them. 
Did you imagine, that the great I. you 

uoted, would intimidate them? In this re- 

pect, I know not the Diſpoſitions of Chriſti- 
ans; but as to the Hebrews; before they be- 
lieve any —_ oy weigh pn eg and 
read Texts. vn roſs > Jer FR GK 
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1 et of the guide; Calf 
zanker , Aaron. Ac 

A itte I MN 12 

18 it not erttaordinary, Sir, chat Wiiters 
who ſo often calumniate our Fathers, and 
impute to thera; without Scruple or Founda- 
tion, - horrid Deeds, ſhocking to Thought, yet 
obſtinately refuſe to believe too real a Crime, 
. which the moſt ancient of our Writings re- 
nn; and all our Records atteſt? 


We met wich one Objection more, to the 
Adoration of the golden Calf, and the Tranſ- 
greſſion of Aaron, in ſome new Tracts which 
we lately peruſed. It is drawn from the 
ſplendid Miracles, to which the Hebrews had 
been ſo often Witneſſes, and in which Aaron 
co operated with his Brother. 


This Objection, the only one, which can 
with any ſhew of Reaſon be made to theſe 
two Facts, and which might be extended to 
all the Tranſgreſſions related in the Penta- 
teuch, ſeemed to us to deſerve a full Anſwer; 
and it ſhall be the Subject of this Letter. It is 
mortifying to Children, to be forced to return 
to the ck of their Fathers Guilt. But 
— * ſhall give 2 in our Hearts » 
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the Love of Truth. Let the taſk be ever ſo 


unwelcome, we peek ae continue to yay it | 


alt $2 


% 3 


1 
ATE ©1109 


E * _ pollble ſay . * it 1 


« that Aaron and the Hebrew, after all the 
0 mighty Miracles they had been ſome of 


„them Witnelles: to, and the former even 


« the 'Co-operator, ſhould, —— 
by Os Incenſe to a vain e coke 


nc rat ef 28 2 


It muſte He n a d Breach of 


| Faith, as well as many others, of which our 
Fathers were guilty, has ſomething in it ex- 
traordinary, and that it ſnews this People 


had a. very ſtrange untowardneſs of Mind, 
and hardneſs of Heart. And agreeably to 
this, the Books of Moſes are ſull of ſharp and 
bitter Reproaches for theſe things, which he 
ceaſed not to caſt on them. But upon what 
grounds do the Authors of thoſe 1 _ 5 
theſe TROW tobe impaſſible? 0 
\Theye Find obabl of our Fodices by 
n firſt, y they wrong ns by 


| ſelves; they are poliſhed People, and of en- 


lightened Underſtandings. But the den a 9d 


Were n and Barbarous. 


Beſides, are pales ccmpatinn Jaded of of their 
own Hearts? Have they calculated exactly, 
how * Obſtacles to the efficacy of Mira- 


cles, 
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cles, might proceed from the natural Frailty 
of Man, the Hurry of Paſſions, the Blind- 


neſs of Prejudice, the Errors of a preſump- 
tious Philoſophy, which raiſes Diſputes on 
every thing, and ſtrives to draw every _ 
* its narrow en ? | 
Why ſhould the fis gut of Gnas Miracles, 
work upon them thoſe Effects, which the dai- 
ly Wonders they were Witneſſes to, cannot 
produce? The great Spectacle of Nature, for 


inſtance, more ſtriking in the Eye of Wiſ- 


dom, and more awful to them than the Sea 
divided, the Water flowing from the Boſom 
of Rocks, or Mount Sinai reſounding with 
the Heavenly Trump, and the Craſh of 


Thunder? Let them examine themſelves, 


and try whether their Deſires have been al- 
ways pure, and their Actions innocent! 
What ! Although filled with the ſublimeſt 
Notions, of the. Sanctity of the Law of Na- 
ture, and of the Obedience due to the Su- 
preme Legiſlator, who hath written it on 
their Hearts. Although Witneſſes to his 
Works, and breathing only by his Goodwill, 
they dare to infringe his Commands, and yet 
they cannot conceive: how the | Hebrews 
could tranſgreſs, after. ſo many Miracles 
The one is not more inconceivable, than the 


other ; there is 2 ſame Blindneſs- both 
ſides. e 


No, 


cit rw FEws. Fs 


No, Sir, neither the moſt ſtriking Miracles, 
nor the moſt ' ſplendid Wonders of Nature, 
can fix man invariably, in the right Way. 
Every thing depends on the Diſpoſitions of 
thoſe, who are Witneſſes to them. Whilſt 
ſome of a juſt way of Thinking, acknow- 
ledge in one as well as in the other. the Pow- 
er of the Almighty,” and-the evident traces 
of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, how many o- 
thers, of a perverſe and preſumptuous caſt, 
will ſee nothing in them but Juggling and 
Deceit, blind Chance, or neceſſary Combi- 
nations! How many other heavy, thoughtleſs 
Creatures, ſla ves of Habit and Paſſion look on 
them with a ſtupid Indifference only, with- 
out drawing any Concluſions from them, 
for the Regulation of their Lives; or elſe 
contradict every Day, in their Conduct, the 
Conſequences which they had drawn! : 


2 & z 
» * 
1 * 


Laſtly, Writers who look upon Miracles 
as ſo many Abſurdities, and who deny not 
only the Exiſtence, but alſo Poſſibility of 
them, do not appear to us competent Judges 
of their Efficacy on the Human Heart. 
Hence he mighty oppoſers of Revelation, agree 
but ill with one another on this head. If ſome 
of them perſuade themſelves, that Miracles 
would have a power irreſiſtible, others are of 
a very different Opinion. Make the Lame 
walk, ſays one of thoſe Criticks, or the Dumb 


_ ſpeak, 
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ſpeak, raiſe the Dead, I ſhall not be (1) 8 
ken bythis. Here certainly, we have a Man well 
convinced that Miracles may be reſiſted, and 
who probably would not yield to them. Who 
knows but there might be among the He- 
brews, ſome Heads — like this Phi- 
loſopher's, who, in the midſt of falſe Reaſon- 
ing, would have thought themſelves, as he 
ſays, more Je: of their OO than of 
| tbetr yes + 1 


7 he Wonders therefore wotked for our 
Forefathers, and before their Eyes, although 
they rendered their Tranſgreſſions more Cri- 
minal, yet did not make them either impoſſi- 
ble or inconceivable. Neither Miracles, nor 
the Prodigies of Nature, captivate the Will 
And he that has wrought them, or ſeen them 
wrought, ceaſes not, on that account to be 
Aa Man, that is to ſay, a weak ſinful Being. 

Muſt Jews be obliged to recall theſe things to 
the minds of Christians? Is it our province 
to inform them, that God can communicate 

his Power to Men, without 1 . 
of their e | 


We remain, &c. 


(1) Shaken, Obſerve the noble * which ſub- 
ſiſts between thoſe Gentlemen. I would not reſiſi Mira- 
cles, ſays one, I ſhould not be ſhaken by them, * * 
Thus theſe wiſe Men . 1 10 


1 Br. 
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Whether it is incredible that the Iſraelites, when 

| they were at Sinai, could defray the expence 

of the Conſtruction of the Tabernacle, and of the 
ather Works deſcribed in the Book of Exodus. 


Ho W can we believe, Sir, that our Fa- 
thers, upon their arrival at Mount Sinai, 
were deficient in the Art of engraving Cha- 
racers, and in every other Art, even the moſt 
neceſſary, if the "Tabernacle and the other 
Works pertaining to Worſhip,-were then ex- 
ecuted, as 1s related in the Book of Exodus? 
This Objection was ſo ſtriking, that your 
Writers could not help making it to them- 
ſelves, and endeavouring to anſwer it. We 
ſhall firſt enquire into the manner in which 

they ſtate this Objection to themſelves ; next, 
into their Anſwer; and then into the Queſti- 
on, whether it is as incredible as they pretend, 
that the Iſraelites could then defray the Ex- 
pence of thoſe Works. OY e 


"EX" wg 


| That the Objeftion, which theſe Criticks make 
to themſelves, is improperly propoſed. Their - 
3 with regard to the Pillars of the Ta- 

bernacle. N i 


You 
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Lou ſay, Sir, that © if it is objected to theſe 
„ Criticks, that the Pillars of the Tabernacle 
were of Braſs, and the Chapiters of Maſſy 
„Silver they anſwer, &c. &c. They need 
not fear, no Objection will be made, i hat the 
Pillars of the Tabernacle were gf Braſs. Why ? 
For this plain reaſon, Becauſe they were not 
F Braſs. If your Criticks think ſo, they are 
.miſtaken. They were of (1) Setim-Wood. 
Read the Text in any Verſion you . and 
you will be „ This is alſo true of 
their Chapiters. They were not, as your 
Writers ſay, of - Maſſy :- Wink but * Setim- 
Wopd: d with Gold. pls.” * 


_ 446.8 true, Sir, that thor. wenn WE ſixty Pil 

| 610 more, not in the Tabernacle, but in the 
Court, which is a different thing, that were 
intended to bear the Curtains which incloſed 
it round. If you meant theſe Pillars at firſt, 
you ſhould. re e yourſelf more 
net] . 


= Setiz-Wod. This 1 or a nd. was 
probably a kind of Acacia, which grows moſtly in 
Egypt, and in the Deſerts of Arabia. It has a fine 


black Colour, andi is very like Ebony. See Thevenot. 


Aut. ; 
Theſe Trees, * to St. Jerom, reſemble the 
White-Thorn in their Coſour and Leaves. They grow 

to ſuch a Size, that they. uſed them for Preſs-Beams. 

Edit. | | 
(2) Sixty Pillars, They ect 561 in n che Circum- 

| ference of the Sg and 4 at the Entrance. Aut. 
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clearly. And ſecondly, Even theſe Pillars 


were no more of Braſs than the ne 


| 1 6 th at your Vulgate verſio on Geest to 

ae the Opinion that theſe Pillars were of 
Braſs; but if it ſays ſo (1) it is wrong. This 
is one of the cen with which, you know, 
this Verſion abounds, even according t to he 
Op of your on Divineg. 


Indeed it is not probable that Moſes wool 
have wiſhed to incumber the Ifraclites, in 


their Marches, with the weight of ſo many. 5 
Braſs Pillars. It is remarkable, that no ac- 


count is given of them, in the general Liſt of 


the Works which were formed out of this 
Metal. Would he have forgot them, if they 
had been of this Metal? And agrecably to 


this, the Hebrew Text does not ſay it. Vour 
ableſt Commentators agree in this point with 
ours. They think that all thoſe Pillars, which 
you. ſay. were of Braſs, were only of Wood, 
Conſult the Verſions of the learned le Clerc, 


and of the learned Father Houbigant, and 


byte will find the Text . in this ſenſe 
*in, 15 
; Ty 1 | | ky As 

wand 171 is ; wrong. It may be obſerved by what we have 
faid, (and the Obſervation' will often recut) that one of 
Mr. Voltaire's Stratagems, is to attribute to the Text, 
the Errors of the Verſions, and to both Text and Verſi- 


ons the Blunders of the Commentators: But when a 


Man deals fairly has he n to theſe little benen, 
ges? Edit, 


3 
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As to the Chapiters which you make of Ma/- 
Silver, they were not Chapiters of the Do- 
ric, Ionic, or Corinthian order. Moſes pro- 
bably conſtructed (1) his Tabernacle, and his 
Pillars in the Egyptian Taſte, to which he 
and his Hebrews had been accuſtomed. Now 
the Egyptians were not then, at leaſt as you 
ſay, ſuch ſkilfull Architects. They were not 
acquainted with the Beauty and Richneſs of Ar- 
cbitecture, until (2) the time f the Ptolemies, 


75 


(1) His Tabernacle. See the Comments of le Clerc 
upon Exodus: Spencer, &c. ut. 
(2) The time of the | Ptolemies. Before'this Era, the E- 
g gyptians, according to Mr. Voltaire, notwithſtanding 
their Palaces and their Temples, of which People have ſpo- 

ken with ſuch Entbuſiaſm, were nothing but wretched 

_ Maſons. When theſe famous Monuments have been 

laid before this great Man, as ObjeQs'of Admiration, he 

raiſed his: Shoulders with corn AGE Tho. 


_ Notwithſtanding the greateſt part of the moſt learned, 
ancient and modern Writers, and the beſt informed Tra- 
vellers, when they confidered thoſe Monuments, inſtead 
 \ of raiſing their Shoulders with ſcorn, were ſtruck; with 
Admiration. And we know beſides great Architects, 
who ſpeak with Encomiums of the Egyptian Architec- 
ture, which Mr, Voltaire deſpiſes. © Such difference 
there is in Taſtes, ſuch oppoſition in Opinions! To 
be ſure, not to ſpeak of Herodotus, Diodorus Sicu- 
lus, Strabo, Tacitus, among the Ancients ; Rollin 
and Boſſuet, among the Moderns ; Belon, Thevenot, 
Charles Lebrun, &c. &c. Very lately, the Conſul Mail- 
let, DoQor Pocock, Captain Norden, &c. all theſe 
Writers, Travellers, and Artiſts, with many others, 
were Enthuſiaſts, Mr. Voltaire alone, has ſeen things 
in their true light! Aut. J VETEET Bigger 
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au there is ſome diſtance between the Pto- 
lemies and Moſes, Add to this, that theſe 


Chapiters were not intended to ſupport vaſt 
Edifices, ſuperb Porticoes, Entablatures, Pe- 


diments, &c. &c. were intended to 
ſupport only Hooks and Curtains,” therefore 
it was not neceſſary that they ſhould be ſo 
ſolid : Hence one might juſtly iger that theſe 
Chapiters would not have en even 
e) Hoey of ene Siver. er 


But as Truth is, ah they v were _—_ of 
Silver. Agreeably to this, it is related'in'(1) 
Exodus, that 1775 5 Shekels of Silver Were 
laid out on the Chapi piters, and other Orna- 


ments of thoſe Pilla, that is to ſay, ſome- 


thing leſs than 2000 French Crowns. You 
ſee plainly that this Sum would not have 
ſufficed to make Sixty fine Greek Chapiters 
of maſſy Silver, with their Plinths, Volutes, 
or Acanthus Leaves? But it might ſuffice to 


cover the Tops of theſe Pillars with Plates 


of Silver, and to decorate them with ſome 
Circles or Fillets of the fame Metal: And to 
this your Writers ſhould have reduced thoſe 


Chapiters 'of na) Silver, which they have 
imagined, in order to give themſelves Trou- 


ble. They would then have agreed, not on- 
ly with t the "Wn: learned Commentators and 
TE in 20% eh. "the 
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© EE See Chaps 36. h theſe: ©1775 


| Shekels were, if not the whole, yet the greateſt part'o 
the Money laid out on thoſe Ornaments. Edit. 
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the beſt Verſions, but alſo with the original 
Text, which expreſsly ſays, and that more 
than once, that the Chapiters of thoſe Pil- 
lars were overlaid with Silper, and which 
does not ſay any where, that they were of 
 malſſy Silver. e 


Therefore the Objection of thoſe Criticks 
is improperly propoſed, and it gives us reaſon 
to think, that when they wrote on this Sub- 
ject they were not well informed. The Pil- 
lars ſhould not have been the matter of the 
Objection, but the Tabernacle and every 
Thing that belonged to it; the Ark and the 
Altar of Incenſe, overlaid with Gold, the 
Candleſtick of ſeven Branches, the Mercy 
Seat, and the Cherubims of very pure Gold, 
the precious Stones, the Wool died with the 
fineſt Colours, in a Word, all thoſe magni- 
ficent Works which Moſes deſcribes, and 
which give us ſo high an Idea of the Pro- 
greſs of the Arts, in an Age in which Greece 
was yet barbarous. Theſe are the Things, 
Sir, which they ought to have mentioned, if 
they had poſſeſſed more Sincerity or Know- 
ledge; and theſe would be much better Proofs, 
than their pretended Braſ Pillars, and their 
Chapiters of ma Silver, that our Fathers, 
at the Foot of Mount Sinai, had not loſt all 
their Arts and Artiſts, and that they were 
far from being reduced to that Indigence in 
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78 e 1 8 2. Gu ht ben 
bal 3 ven 14 Mr. 7 oltaire's ow 


ticks We ſhew that the Works, of which Mo- 
ſes ſpeaks, were executed in the Wars nd 


not put off to another Les 3 


Your „ HR 19 you ſay, an anſwer * . 


Works may have been appointed in the Wilder- 
Ke; but that LT were not executed until hap: 
pier Times. lent: d pet n 

What i is »* exact meaning of 1 Sir? 
Do they mean only that a part of theſe 
Works was not 2 in the Wilderneſs. 
Be it ſo: The other part then was executed 
there. But do 70 _—_ ſee ns this Con- 
ceſſion alone 2 overturn all that they 
adyance ? How could the Iſraelites execute 
even part of theſe Works, if they had been 
in the greateſt ee and had loſt all 
their Arts? 55 


WII ** ſay that none 1 5 thats Works 


: 1. 2 - 4-2; * a 


were executed 7 5 the Wilderneſs, and that 


they were put off to more happy Times ? 
But, iſ, Not only the Pentateuch, but all 


the ſacred Writs th whole Hiſtory of the 


Jews,. ſuppoſe at a. part of them to have 
been executed there. 2dly, Why would the 
Scripture have ſpoken ſo fully of theſe Works 


at a TY in WA * did t OW: . 
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and made no mention of them at all, at the 
time when they were made? gdly, If they 
were not then executed, where do you place 
thofe happy Times of which you ſpeak?” Under 
Moſes, the Judges, the Kings? Theſe Queſ- 
tions would puzzle you more than any Man, 
Sir, who believe that the | ons were {till more 
wr the Juds Fe in the Wil- 

derneſs; that our greateſt K David with 
all his Wealth, and Solomon . his Glory, 
being willing to build a ſuperb Temple to 
the God of their Fathers, could ere nothing 
but a Country Bum, and that the moſt happy 
Period of the Nation was, when a Few 1 
came Farmer-general” ro Ptolomy ber 
Muſt we carry forwards fo far, even as that 
Time, the Cônſtruction of the Tabernacle, 
the Ark, and all thoſe magnificent Works 
which bar ged to them? Obſerve, 1 into 
what Abſurd ties you now e 


1409 


But let us not reſt in Conj WEST, 111 us 
open the 1 Book of . and we ſhall 
there ſee Moſes, ngt only receiving a moſt 
minute Order for making. theſe Things, but 
we ſhall likewiſe fee the execution of this 
Order, related with (2 (2) like Exactneſs. We 
ſhall there find this wife Legiſlator exhorting 
our e to conſccrate unto the Lord, "a 
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Ol See Feen 26th, 0 000 al: W151 & 
(2) See Chapters 26th, 29th, 28th, and oth, 


this Occaſion, their moſt /precious! Effects, 
then chuſing the beſt Artiſts, giving them the 
Deſigns, inſpecting the Work, receiving the 
rich Profonts: which — vie with each — 
in heaping on him, with ſuch Eagerneſs, 
that he 1 is to forbid them to bring any 
more. We ſhall there ee that nen 
Work is finiſned, God commands him 40 ſet 
up the An bangaake, and lay in it the Ark, 
the Golden Candleſtick; &c. &c. and that 
theſe Orders were extouted -0|:i ther firſt 
Moath:of the ſecond Near, after theiri going 
out of Egypt. 
the whole Remainder of the Pentatench; 
and all our Writings declare, that even then 


the Ark was made; and the Tabengcls, and 


all the Utenſils to worſhipa And 
your Criticks come and tell us coolly, that 
theſe Works were hot! eneeuted until anbre 
happy Times, which they imagind, thou 
being able to point 
theſe are We to give the Preferenge Foa 


Relation ſo particular and ſo poſitive, br-to | 


Ne RY beef ban e T 
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— Sn evorniborg ior i rode wane; I 


State "of be Hebmews-rapben.. they; carte ito 


Mount Seta. Wh her is iucredibie that 


they could de — the Expence f the - various 
Works mentioned in the Book of Exodus? 
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But, fay your Criticks, the Hebrews in the 
Wilderneſs, were a poor People, in want of 


every Thing. Is it credible that "they could 
defray ww + Bene 22 all 2 1 9 1 


e us not + fall into the Miſtake which theſe 
Writers would cunningly draw us into. That 
our Fathers, after having wandered thirty or 
forty Years in the Wilderneſs, ſhould "ina 
been unable to bear the Expence of fo much 
Magnificence; this might be; but is this the 
Point in Queſtion? Not at all; the Queſtion 


is, Sir, to know whether they were able to 


bear this Expence when they arrived at 


Mount Sinai, that is to ſay, three or four 


Months after their departure from Egypt 4 


28 944 7 THO 3.3 12 ons 


ont Now! chis) People had inhabited, during 


two hundred Years, before their departure, 
the moſt fertile Province of this rich and 
flouriſhing Country. They had been _ 
gent Huſbandmen, laborious Artiſts, | 


Traders, and had, for à long time, ed 


the favour of their Sovereigns, and the Pro- 
tection of Government. Even that Oppreſ- 
ſion which their prodigious Increaſe brought 
on them had not prevented them, in 

g to 9 
A an ] 
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(41) eee . 8 They mt have >, <0 


& to them, ſince os: Is the Hebrews Car- 


penters, 
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* the Arts, and from living in a kind of 
Affluence, which they afterwards (1) too 
oſten regretted. They had at laſt left Egypt: 
But wr After having had time to ſell what 
they could not carry with them, they drove 
away their Flocks and Beaſts of Burthen, and 
had full Liberty to remove their precious Ef- 
fects. To theſe their own, they had added 
the Effects of their Oppreſſors, from whom 
they had borrowed a Number of Golden 
Vaſes, of Jewels, Stuffs of great Value, &c. 
which they took away with them. In a 
Word, they had gone according to the Pro- 
miſe made by the Lord to Abraham, and re- 
peated ſince to Moſes, (2) with great Wealth, 
or as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, (3) with Gold 
and Women's "Wan: on hs a n Nation? 


pentrs Founders, Goldſmiths, "NEW Sin Precious 

tones, &c. &c, Edit. 

(1) Too o hoy regretted. When we ſat 4 the 222 20. 

22 (ſay they) and when we did eat Bread to the full: 
We remember the Fiſh which we did eat in Egypt freely, 

| the Cucumbers and the Melons, &c. Cc. See Exod, Ch. 

16. V. 3. Num. Ch. 11. V. 5. 

(2) With great Wealth. See Gen. Chap. 25. V. 14. 
Exodus, Ch. 3. V. 21. Idem. 

(3) With Gold and Silver. See Pſalm 104. Et r 
eos cum Argento & Auro, & c. Idem. Obſerve that in 
Moſes's Recital, all the Facts are connected with one 
another; the Promiſe made to Abraham and renewed 
to Moſes; the long Reſidence of the Iſraelites in ſo 
rich a Country; the Bleſſing of Heaven ſhed upon their 
Labours, the Scourges inflicted on Egypt, which make 
that People wiſh for the departure of the en * 
& c. All is connected. — 1 ef 
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And is it incredible, that this People, three 
Months after their departure from Egypt, 
ſhould have been able to n _ 8 
mentioned in erb ECL 1 


* a 1 


pi: 3 N 


akcrontlie! to the Eftimate wy one rf your 


: beſt (1) Commentators, and that of one of 


your moſt intelligent Writers in (2) ſuch mat- 


ters, the Sum total of Gold, Silver, Braſs, 


Jewels, &c. laid out in theſe Works, would 
ſcarcely amount to five Millions of Livres, 
and it would not exceed ſeven, according to 
the Calculations of the learned Cumberland 
and Bernard. Do you think this too ſmall a 
Sum? Raiſe it to eight or even nine Millions 
if you pleaſe. The Valuation of the Taber- 
nacle, and of the Thin belonging to it, at 
nine Millions, is ſurely It gh, 


Now it is generally computed, and-” you 
yourſelf often repeat it, that when our Fa- 


thers left Egypt, they amounted to (3) more 
Toe two UG Wen of — Without a nes ot 


| ing 


(1) Beſt arcs 'D: Calmet. Aut. "Ii 

(2) In ſuch matters. M. Pelletier. Id. 

(3) More than two Millions. "It appears .that Mr. 
Voltaire and his Writers have not exactly determined 
the Number of the Iſraelites Who went out of Egypt. 
Sometimes they make them amount to about two Mil- 


lions, ſometimes to two Millions and more, ſometimes 


they riſe to three Millions, increaſing or diminiſning 


according to their preſent Neceſſity. Theſe Variations 
may be very convenient; but however a Million more 


or leſs, in two or three, is no Trifle. Edit. 


— 
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ing the Strangers that accompanied them in 
their Flight. Let us except out of this Num- 
ber all the Strangers, and more than 1700,00 
Souls: Let us ſuppoſe that only 300,00 If- 
raelites confecrated to God on ks Occaſion 
the fifth Part of their Property, there is no- 
thing in this but what the Fervour of their 
Zeal and Joy for their DeHverance might ex- 
cite them to, and let us give each 5 them, 
upon an Average, only 1 5 Livres, of which 
75 ſhall be ſuppoſed to be their own, and 75 
more, what they took from the (1) Egyptians. 
Theſe Suppoſitions are certainly no way ex- 
orbitant. Now if you e 8/ 300,000 by 
150, you will have à Sum total of 45,000,000. 
Divide this Number by 5, and you will have 
exactly nine Millions, that is to ſay ſufficient, 
or more than ſufficient, for making the Ta- 
| bernacle, and all the other Works deſcribed 
by PUREE: - * 


* PTL = * 
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ne of ſome Objections 5 mY may 5 
made! to ay K 8e e 9 
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So ha 1 Eerdfions.. To this 0 bs. added ha 
Spoils of thoſe Oppreſſors which were caſt by the Waves 
on the Banks of the Red Sea, where the Iſraelites were; 
and the Spoils which they could take from the Amale- 
kites after they had vanquiſhed them. The Hiſtorian 
Joſephus 'makkge: both theſe amount to a great 8 

it. 
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Wbat can you object, Sir, to the forego- 
ing Calculations? Would you reject the Va- 
luations of Calmet and Pelletier, becauſe one 
of them was a Monk, -and both of them 
Frenchmen? But we will produce you Wri- 
ters who are neither Frenchmen nor Monks, 
even two Engliſhmen. ty” wn 


This Bernard and Cumberland were good 
Sort of Men, (1) you ſay. Les, Sir, and they 
er 15 abr aA Were 


.) Ten ſay. See Philoſoph. Diction. Bernard. He 
was an Engliſhman born in the County of Worceſter, 
one of the moſt eminent Men in every Part of the 
Belles Lettres. He underſtood Greek, Hebrew, and al- 
moſt all the Oriental Languages, Mathematicks, Aſtro- 
nomy: He had a deep Knowledge of Antiquity and Cri- 
ticiſm: We have ſeveral Works of his, and amongſt 
others, an excellent Treatiſe on the Weights and Meaſures 
f the Orientals: This is to be found in Dr. Pocock's 
Comment on the Prophet Hoſea: But the Author has 
ſince made great Additions to it, and has publiſhed it 
ſeparately. Edit. | 7 | 
(2) Cumberland. Richard Cumberland, D. D. Biſhop 
of Peterborough, diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his great 
Learning. He underſtood. all the Greek and Latin 
Authors, Philoſophy and Mathematicks, in all their 
Branches: He applied himſelf for a long Time to an 
Enquiry into the Origin of ancient Nations and the 
Study of the Text of the ſacred Writings, and the an- 
cient Interpreters, in their original Languages, 'They 
ſay he learned Coptick at the Age of 83. He has left 
us two learned 'Treatiſes, one upon the Lau of Nature, 
the other upon the Weights and Meaſures of the Hebrews, 
We have reaſon to be offended when we ſee certain 
Writers, with their flimſy Erudition, treating thoſe ' 
great Men ſo cavalierly, However the Engliſh need * 
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were beſides able Men, and held a diſtin- 
guiſhed Rank among the learned. They were 
deeply verſed in Antiquity, and had examined 
the Subject which they treated to the bottom, 
of which your Writers have e but a 
vo een Rnowiegge. | fg 


Let the Valuations of theſe Wor Men | 
ſtand as they may, we have exceeded thern, 
and added to them at leaſt two Millions. 
And we are certain that Workmen might be 
found, who would willingly undertake for 
nine Millions to make all the Works menti- 
oned in Exodus, provided only that we con- 
fined ourſelves 0 the Deſcription given of 
them by Moſes, and did not, as your Cri- 
ticks do, change Wood into Braſs, and Acht 
Ornaments of Silver into maſy Salurn. | 


| Perhaps you may think that we valid the 
Effects which our Fathers took from the 
Egyptians too high, when we eſtimate: them 
at 75 Livres for each of our 300,000 Iſrael- 
ites, who have been picked out of two Mil- 
lions of Souls, of Vern this People conſiſt- 
ed. But, Sir, does quire many Jewels 
of Gold, many rich Sto s, and much fine 
Linen to make up 75 e Do you think 
Ee our Hebrew on this en did not 


uſe 


be ſurprized s at ſeeing their lachs ae pe Fesred 
in this manner; ſince all the learned among the French 
ha ve 3 mared this Fate. Edit. 
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uſe every Art to get out of the Egyptians 
this kind of Recompence for all their La- 
bours ? Or that the Egyptians, looking upon 
them; after mo Prodigies, as a People 
protected in an eſpecial manner by Heaven, 
dreading them, (1) wiſhing their departure, 
flattering — ves perhaps with their re- 
turn, did not haſten to lend them what they 
aſked; more eſpecially as God had diſpoſed 
their Hearts to this, and for this me gave 


feuour (2): fo. his e 


Will you oy that our bes Eſtimate is 
too high, that out of two Millions of People 
there were found Zoo, oo, who poſſe od 
upon an Average, each 25 Crowns. But, Sir, 
take out of any State you pleaſe, even out 
of thoſe where we are the moſt cruelly treat- 
ed, more than two Millions of Jews of every 
Condition, Labourers, Tradeſmen, Merchants, 
&c. & Let them have Time to ſell ſuch 
Effects as they cannot carry with them: Let 
them go freely, and with their whole Proper- 
ty: I inſiſt on it, out of whatſoe ver State 
you take them, and into whatſoever State 

you remove them, that within the Space of 

_ Months after rot: — there _ 
; Mp Ant 2 01 

DID dien ee 10 ee 160 153 

150 Wi, bing their PG. 13 was glad at their 
departure, ſays the Pſalmiſt. Aut. 

(2) Favour 10 bis People. \Petierunt ab Egyptiis Vaſa 
aurea, Veſtemque plurimum, 7 en . lian 


ut commodarent eis, Exod. Id. 
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be-300;000. of them poſſeſſed, upon (1) an 
Average, of the Value of 25 Crowns. Do 


you 


(). Upon an Average. We may form a, Judgment of 
this, by what, has happened to the Jewiſh Nation in 
thoſe latter Times. They have been baniſhed, altho? 
in ſmaller Numbers, from various States, and the de- 
cline of Trade and fall of the Revenue, which was the 
effect of their Baniſhment, ſoon occaſioned them to be 
recalled; which is a clear Proof that they took away 
great Sums with them. By what Fatality mult this Nation, 
which always carried ſo much Wealth out of the Coun- 
tries which it quitted, have left Egypt alone in a State 
of BEL ⁵ð]i²]] ²˙¹wmn] ] ˙˙Ü0b]ð˙ nd tab 
Let us produce the Example of the Spaniſh Jews 
only, After many cruel Perſecutions, which followed 
each other in a quick Succeſſion, they were driven from 
thoſe Kingdoms by the Edict of Ferdinand and Iſabella. 
Four Months only were allowed them to prepare for 
their departure: Teen this Permiſſion, ſays Mr. Voltaire, 
of removing tbeir Gold and Jewels, was afterwards re- 
trafed,” and they were obliged to barter them for Com- 
modities. Vet all the Writers aſſure us that they took 
prodigious Wealth out of theſe Countries, Mariana, 
the zealous Panegyriſt of Ferdinand and Iſabella, and 
who conſequently could not wiſh to increaſe the Sum, 
allows that it was immenſe. He cannot conceal that 
Politicians charged Ferdinand with having committed a 
great Miſtake, and given a dangerous Wound to his 
Kingdom by this Expulſion, which enriched the neigh- 
bouring Nations. Magno utique earum provinciarum com- 
pendia, ad quas copiarum ac pecuniæ magnam partem, au- 
rum, argentum, gemmas, veſtemgue pretioſam ſecum de- 
tulere. And yet there went out of Spain only 170,000 
Families, according to ſome Spaniſh Writers, and. 
120, 000, according to the Jews. If we believe the 
Author of an Effay on Univerſal Hiſtory, they amount- 
ed only 0 30, 00 Families: Perhaps he is better inform- 
ed. Now what is 30, oo0 Families, in * to a 
l eople 
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: — imagine, Sir, that our Anceſtors were 

eſs induſtrious and active than their Deſcend- 
ants; or that, juſt excepting the favour of 
not throwing our Children into the River, 
we are more fa vourably treated than they 
were in ſuch Countries as tolerate us, where 
we pay ſo dearly for that ſmall Portion of 
unwholeſome Air we are permitted to breathe. 


But without inſtancing our Fathers or our- 
ſelves, where is the People, conſiſting of two 
or three Millions of Souls, Inhabitants of a 
rich and civilized Country, among whom 
one could not find 300,000 Perſons poſſeſſed 
each of the Value of 75 Livres, or, which 
amounts to the ſame, who could not, upon 
an intereſting Occaſion, and in a Tranſport 
of Zeal, contribute fifteen Francs each? 
Could you name ſuch a Nation? Where then 
is the Impoſſibility that our Fathers ſhould 
have done, at that Time, what any other 

102 bed 262 ee, 


People of more than #wo Millions of Souls; You will 
ſay, perhaps, that Spain was richer than Egypt, in 
the Time of our Fathers: And that the Egyptians had 
not the Mines of Peru? They had not, but they had 
Mines at home. Diodorus Siculus, Agatharchides, and 
other ancient Writers confirm this: And it appears that 
theſe Mines were worked long before Iron was in Uſe, 
conſequently in very ancient Times; for Strabo relates 
that they were opened again when he was in Egypt, 
and that the Braſs Tools were found in them, which 
the former Workmen had uſed in their , „ 
| | : | it. 


ern TA EN Es My 


People, as numerous as they, enn have ; 
| done i in like Circumſtances? ROY 


*. 


Cauſes of the Errors which the Critics have 
committed in e this Subject. 


What deceives you, Sir, and your Wri- | 
ters, are firſt, your falſe and wilful Preju- 
dices on the State of the Hebrews .in Egypt. 
We have drawn this State for you out of 
Scripture, that 1s to ſay, out of the only Mo- 
numents we have for Information. You are 
pleaſed to repreſent it to yourſelf in a quite 
different Light, and to e their Eat 
gence to excels. | | 


It muſt be a that as they were un- 
der Subjection to the Kings of that Country, 
they lived for ſome Time under Oppreſſion, 
and groaned under a Yoke hard and tyran- 
nical. But if you take the 'Terms, Slavery, 
Servitude, in their moſt literal Senſe, and re- 
preſent our Fathers in Egypt like chained 
Slaves, or the Rowers of your Gallies, or the 
Negroes in your Colonies; you are miſtaken 
Sir, you ought to be better acquainted with 

the (1) V ) Value of TOO... | 


| Your 


(50 The Value of Trader, Thoſe 1 and em- 
Pe! Terms of api Slavery, &c. are ſil uſed: 


by 


RE ESE EEE 


Vor ſecond Miſtake ariſes from an impro- 
per confuſion. of Times: You imagine the 

ſraclites, when they arrived at Mount Sinai, 
to be in ſuch Circumſtances as they would 
have been in after forty Years Reſidence in 
the Wilderneſs. Would it not be more rea- 
ſonable to diſtinguiſh theſe two Periods, and 
to ſhew the difference between them. 


It is true chat even beſbre their arrival at 
Mount Sinai, they were in want of Bread 
and Water. But theſe tranſitory wants 
prove nothing. Do you not conceive, Sir, 
that People may have Gold and Silver, and 
want Bread? Jewels and rich Stuffs, and 
want Water; eſpecially in thoſe - horrid De- 
ſerts? Rich Caravans, in thoſe Parts, have 
often experienced the ſame Fate; and did 
any Body ever conclude, that becauſe they 


wanted Water, they were poor, indigent, and 
in want of every Thing F 


And laſtly, your Miſtakes ariſe aun this, 
that you. do not ow 0 to o yourſelf a Juſt Idea 
0 


by y the Jews, to OUR their preſent State i in the dif- 
ferent ntries of Europe, 1 in Italy, Poland, & c. even 
in Holland, where they are numerous and wealthy, and 
in England, where they were very near being naturalized. 
The learned Critick may beſides recolle& that accord- 
ing to his own Confeſſion, our Fathers, altho' Slaves 
and Captives in Babylon, yet grew rich there. Therefore 
the Idea of Poverty and Indigence is not neceſſarily con- 


neQed with the Idea of that State which we call Slave- 
rp. Edit. 


Eee ration which was, announced; long 


20,000,000 0 
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” of this, m ty Emigration of an innumera- 
mm 6s gh and induſtrious Nation, iſfuing 


forth from à rich and fertile COP in 751A 


Niiltons more ud e 8 French F 5 . 


| haye carried; out of France, 5 | 5 had: . 
in like manner appriged of 


and had quitted that Kingdom freely, u 
one and the ſame. Chic e | 11 | 
Families; and Effects? What, Sir, 0 er! 

| ſe 1gEES,. who were far inferior 1 
Numbers to gur Fathers, and like f 
a long time eue and obliged. to. 1 
haſte; took out of their intolerant. Country 
(1) lb many. Millions, a and, yet you, think, on 
the other hand, that the, ebrews. were, { ſo 
poor when they left Egy Spe Were e 


partial when you faw ſo much Wealth on 


one ſide, OM. lo much e on the - 
other? 8 5 


< 4 £6 4 i 
a r YE 1 


49s 85 * Millions. 6 the 8 of 1 the 9” 53k 
tile on Toleration, Mr. Voltaire makes Count d' Avaux 
ſay, that a ſingle Man had offered to diſcover more than 
f. Livres, which they were ſending out of 

France. Judge of the Remainder by this Offer, and 
judge alſo whether the learned Critick can with Juſtice 
diſpute the 45 Millions which we give to the Iſraelites, 


including their own n and the Is of the 
Ws * | 
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fre!" Sir WL gence, this 
"of the cws at the Foot of Mount 
probable. 


1 
Sinai, is neither certain nor L's 
It is s an Affirmation unſu gee. Proof, 
ane Which many clear 5 pture 
contradict, If We judge by 7 Texts, to 


which'yau can oppoſe nothing reaſbnable, te 


Hraelites were able to bear all the Expences 

of the Conffruction of the Tabernacle,” and 

more: Therefore this Conſtruction was not 
1888 Meble. "Now this Fact, in itſelf poſſible, 

happeng to be recorded in the moſt ancient 

and relpectable of their Books, It is pre- 
Kumi | of . the; 8 . all 
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. E T TER vn | 
Os AY: 0 869 1 WET les, who! were 1 "A 
on account of the Moabitiſh ö By the 

3 "ROO of OT 1 —oignl 


YE Ire * S your 1 and 
jucdicious Criticks, end the Puniſh- 
ment of the Worſhippers of the Golden Calf 
as exceſſive in Rigour, and impracticable in 
Execution; and in order the better to prove 
both, they ſuddenly add 20,000 Men. to the 
3000 WD died on this Occaſion, in Oppoſi- 
£ „„ the Texs and the 
. Teſtimang: of the belt; Verſions. | 


With the fame Spirit 5 8 ao "A 
partiality, they cry out againſt the Story of 
the 24,000 Iſraelites, /aughtered on account 
of the Moabitiſh Women, and the Worſhip 
of Beel-phegor. If we liſten to theſe Wri- 
ters, ever Friends to Truth, Zheſe . 24,000 
| Men were treated ſo. cruelly to expiate the 
Fault , one Man, which after all was no 
great *;me. From | theſe two Pro ſitions 
they infer, that this Fact is incredible, and 
that the Relation we read of it in the Pen- 
de cannot n to Moſes. | | 
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| JO in * moſt confident Stile. 8 


| Man. 


«"ceive that Moſes cauſed 23,000 Iſraelites 


the Golden Calf; ſtart the ſame Difficultics 


We are going to examine DER Sir; it 
will be eaſy. to ſee, by what we ſhall ſay of 
them, what degree of Belief theſe Criticks, 
and all like om deſerve, even When hey | 
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Whether it be true. that theſe 24000 Men 
were e to. On the. Fault of one 
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5+ 408 Tindan, Collins; Kee oxy cannot- con- 
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to be ſlaughtered for having worſhipped 


< on the 24000 others who were (1) butch- 
« ered by his Order, to expiate the Fault of 
* one Man, who was ſurprized om a 15 


abitiſh Woman. fene DRE em 
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| therefore rather a an » Epidem ABer chan Bd. 


i Bart; 131 7 
1 } Moabitiſh Fas This Woman, rs was. 5 55 


Coſbi, was not a Moabite but a Madianite, and Daugh- 
ter of one of the Kings of this Country. This is a 


flight Miſtake, which 198 de Voitgive has taken care to 
correct 
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Me oppo oſe the ſame Anſwers to the ſame 
G Turn to them, 1 Page 1 36. 
| We think them ſatisfactory. OW 


” # * 


"Yanks . add that dete 24,000. Men | 


were butchered to expiate the Fault of one. 
This Aſſertion is new: In order to eſtabliſh 
its Certainty, let us conſult the Book of 


Numbers where this Fact is related. We 


read the following Account in it, even ac- 
cording to your oe: Numbers Cb. aß. 5 


. Ard Incl Xe ker in Rüti Ay” the Pro 
le began to commit Whoredom with the 

« To of Moab : And they called the 
People to the Sacrifices of their Gods, and 
the People did eat and bowed down to 
their Gods. And Iſrael joined himſelf un- 
* to Baal-peor, and the Anger of the Lord 
„ was kindled againſt Iſrael. And the Lord 


< ſaid unto; Moſes, take all the Heads of the 
& 3 and hang them up before the Lord, 
_ * againſt the Sun, that the fierce Anger of 


«, « the Lord may be turned away from Iſrael. 
And Moſes faid unto. the Judges of Iſrael, 


* ſlay ye every one his Men, that were join- 


ed unto; Baal-peor : And behold one of the 
& Children of Ifrael came and 8 unto 
VV NM $4 | his 


1 in 1 8 Edition, LE 1 JS "TM Writers of 


this little Inaccuracy. Le might have cleared then: of 


OP others. "Edit. S SIDE. I 
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We his Brethren a Midianitiſh Won in the 


. 


Sight of Moſes, and in the Sicht of the 


0 Congregation of the Children of Ifract, who 


* were Weepin om the Door of the Ta- 
« bernacle of t egation. And when 
« Phineas, the Irs of Eleazar, the Son of 
Aaron, the Prieſt, ſaw it, he roſe up from 


among the Congregation, and took a Ja- 


« yelin in his Hand; and he went after the 
« Man of Iſrael into the Tent, and thruft 
« - both of them thro', the Man of Ifracl and 
the Woman, thro' her Belly: So the Plague 


5 was ſtayed from the Children of lrael,” 


Ts it in this Paſſage; Sir, that your Wikers 


[7 have found the Innocence of thoſe 24,000 


Men? We ſee in it, on the contrary, that 


they were expreſsly pronounced guilty; that 
tlich were ſe e by thoſe ſtrange dation, 


1 and gave themſclyes up to an 79 25 Com- 


merce, of which Idolatry foon became the 


_ diſmal Effect; that by this twofold Crime 


they irritated the Lord, and drew upon their 

Heads this Sentence of Condemnation ; laſt- 

ly, that the Order for Puniſhment was given 
ore Zambri went in unto the Madianite 


. e Had they been butchered to ex- 
Pte this Fault, the Maſſacre would not 


ve been ordered before the Fault was com- 
mitted. Their Death was therefore the Pu- 
niſhment of their own Crimes, and not an 
aa on for the Fault of one e Thus 
| _ your 
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your. Critics, in order to give Facts an odli- 
ons Appearance, eee The Se- | 
cret. 1 admirable! | rrp boot: alis 
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Whither bet yas te 24008 Helis | 
were but fight ui. a Stadb.20 
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11 Tanbri and 3 24000 N Sic; 
were not innocent, yet, in the Opinion of 
your | Writers, | they were not very gu guilty. 
We fee ſo many Jewiſh Kings, and eſpecially 
an, taking to tbemſelues  firange » Wives, 
_ without» P untſhment, that the Critics cannot 
thinks thut an - Alltarice wb, a Hen of 
A . fo graut 4 ie, 24 gt is 
Fant t 121 {$33 
* the Envelivs s. thoſo . with 
the Women of Moab: and Madiang the im- 
pure Worſhip. of Baal-phe Ware Ons which was the 
conſequence. 5 it, the infelent Lewdneſs, of 
Zambri going in unto the Midianite, in con- 
tempt of the Law, the Lawgiver, and the 
wholl Aſſembly of the People, who, proſ- 
trate at thie 8 of the I erna e, ſtrove 
with Floods of Tears to appeaſe the Anger 
of the Lord; all theſe Tranſgreſſions, Impie- 
ty, Licentiouſneſa and Rebellion againſt pub- 
lic Authority, theſe are all redueed by! thoſe 
Writers merely to an Alliance with a Woman 
of Moab. Yan: muſt allow, Sir, that the de- 
| nomination , 
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ina gön 5 TOO and the Name you give 
the Action modeſt. We can eaſily ain. 
5 . the Good Nature of your-Griticks. | ; 


N many Feiſt Kings marrying ftrange 
W omen has Puniſhment : Well, and what 
Concluſion can we draw from this in favour 
of thoſe Fornicators and Adulterers ? Is it the 
ſame T hing to take a ly or to give one's 
_ ai up "PE > Proftitutes? © £3 be wa 2 * 4 > 

7 08 nity King 7 Could they: wot! name 
them? No, Sir, the Number of them is not 
ſo great as theſe Writers ſcem to think. Few 
of thoſe ſtran ge Women, perſevering Idola- 
ters, went into the Families of our Kings 
without carrying alſo with them Confuſion 
and Misfortunes. And when your Criticks 
quote à Solomon, they probably reckon as 
nothing the Diminution of his Authority in 
his later Years, the Rebellions of his Subjects, 
and the Scepter of Iſrael n from was 988 
and his e for ene tit 36 
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But even wuppet chat Fake TS our 8 
had married idolatrous Women with Impu- 
nity, does an Action ceaſe to be criminal, 
becauſe it is not always puniſhed in a ſignal 
manner? What ſhocking Deeds g De 
tified 9 this e of . 
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R ATN J 166 
Von judicious Criticks, to the Examples 


| of theſe Jewiſh Kings, which prove nothing, 


join that of Boaz, which proves ſtill leſs. 
re us ſee ww Turn uy give” OR OO. 
2.4 Ruth v Was a a Moabitels thet. baſs 
« was originally of Bethlehem. The _ 
„ture always calls her Ruth the Moabiteſs: 
And yet ſhe went and laid herſelf in the 
Bed of Boaz, by her Mother's Advice. 
„ She married him afterwards, . was 
< * Grandmother wa David.. eee 
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(EF 


8 


+ 
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[1 Ying Ruth was ; of Moab, Ferry I holy 
Seri pture, which always/ calls her Ruth the 
Moabiteſs, does not ſay any where that ſhe 
came originally from Bethlehem. This was 
not her native Country, but that of her Huſ- 
band: Will Jour SE] never learn Brack. 
wen TEMES BI k 12 DE 8 
: dba by 2 7 55 of "58s Me 
4 Se. It ſhould be of her Mother-in- 
| law, for Ruth was not the Daughter, rai 
Daughter-in-law of Naomi. When 
tranſeribed the Arguments of your Writers) - 
you ſhould have correcting theſe little Errors. - 


- She went and laid berſolf i in che Bed of Bom 
Not in the Bed, but at the Foot of it: This 


Difference, which you perhaps deem rrifling, | 


ay em to others worthy of Notice. 
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186 .LzT TERS Or 


The MY of Naomi, and the 8 | 


of Ruth, no doubt appeared to your Writers 
a Franfaction which, in their Hands, might 


become amuſing; and this was the chief 


Reaſon that we were favoured with this miſ- 


placed Quotation. This Piece of Hiſtory is 
ceftainly not according to the preſent man- 
ner, but after _ is It. as eee as 1 25 
nm! By | py herte 


To judge dien of it, let ntrenllee.s hat 
Nuns, when ſhe gave this Advice to her 


Dau ghter- in- aw, was thoroughly acquainted 
_ with the Probity of her old Kinſman, with 


the Virtue of the young Widow, and with 
her juſt: Pretenſions to the Hand, and the 


great Poſſeſſions of Boaz. But eſpecially re- 
member this, that Ruth did not live in the 


18th Centuty, nor in one of the Streets of 


Paris, but in a Time and Place when three 


Publications of Banns were not neceſſary to 


make a Marriage lawful; where the Conſent 


of Parties, particularly in the preſent. Caſe, 


| _ ſufficient, without any publick Cere- 


In ſhort, where a Widow without 


4 Children, had a right to require from her 


Huſband's neareſt Relation, that he ſhould 


| marry her, and where, in caſe of Refuſal, 


ſhe might bring him before a Judge, there 


take off his Shoe, and ſend him home bare- 


footed, after having ſpit in his Face before 
the Whale — Wes: all this is "dec 
der 


1 
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dered, can. che Hiſtory of Ruth affond mat = 
nn 1 Mirth te ere beer Liber- 
Fn 28 4a * 3 L i n 0 3 


| We n 5 e Beſides 5 
| Boas might think himſelf diſpenſed from that 
Law which forbad marrying flratige: Women, 
by the other which ordered the neareſt Male 

_ Relation to marry the Widow of a Relation 

who had died without Iffue ; Ruth had for- 

faken the Religion of her Country, and en- 


braced tllat of our Fathers. Now) the Law 


which-prohibited matrying ſtrange Women, 
teſpected only thoſe who, remaining attached 
to the Worthip of Idols, might entice their 
Hidbands to it: Such is the Opinion of our 

Doctors: | Boaz therefore did not trauſgreſs 
the Law by marrying Ruth. What Relation | 
is there between the Conduct of this old Man 
and the Idolatry, the Adulteries; &c. of the 
24,000 Met on ver nne want to 


r © 


2 Rahab, _ nes was not Jos a Strah- 
9 * ger, but a common Proſtitute. The-Vul- 
gate gives her no other Title but that of 
s Meretrix, Yet ſhe married Salmon, Prince 
* of Juda? 3 


The Title of Nietettit, Sir, hal the vul- 
gate gives Rahab, does not prevent ſome 
learned en Chriſtians tos, from maintain 
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ing that the was not a Proſtitute; and the 
Hebrew Word, which anſwers to che Latin, 
does not neceſſarily convey that Idea. How- 
ever Rahab had been converted; ſne had 
quitted the Worſhip of Fave job and Served 

1) the God of Iſrael. 


| within 9285 Prohibition. 


Das was. Bethſabe... "Your. — 1 os 
that ſhe was a Stranger. This might be, al- 
tho the Scripture does not mention it: It 
only informs us that the Huſband was an 
Hittite. But the Hittites of that Time were, 


perhaps, only Hebrews ſettled in the Land of 


the Hittites. At leaſt Uriah, altho a Hittite, 


ſerved in the Armies of David; he worſhiþ- 


ped the God of his Prince, and Bethſabe”, 


| he um. er ved the Law of Iſrael. 


« If we a0 farther back, th: Patzzarch 


x Juda married a Canaaniteſs: His Children 


had for Wife Tamar, of the Race of Aram: 


This Woman, with whom Juda committed 


an innocent „ele was not wk tho! Race - x 
VVV | By 


(i) The God of. feel. 8 of the [Apoſtles of the 
Chriſtian Religion aſſures us, that Rabab was Juſtified 


_ by ber Works, Rabab Meretrix nonne ex #peribus. juſtifi- 


cata eſt? Mr. Voltaire in bis Philoſophy of Hiſtory, ſays 
only,” that ſhe probably led, fince that Time, a better 
Life, fo ſince ſhe. was the Grandmother of David, and even 
of the Saviour of the World. This Word, probably, com- 
ing from a Chriſtian, well deſerved Notice from the 
Jews. Edit. 
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By going ſo far back, Sir, yo may per- 
| haps go up to the Time when the Law, which 
prohibited intermarrying with ſtrange Wo- 
men, did not yet exiſt. Suppoſing it even 
to have exiſted in the Time of the Patiarch 
]uda, all that could be inferred from this, 
would be that he had committed a grie vous 
Fault in tranſgreſſing it. But does it follow 
that becauſe Juda, his Children, Solomon, 


_ &e. had incurred e ang: _ __ | 
Men were ran) 


Upon the whole, altho' theſe Banne 5 
const yet we muſt allow) that they 
were not produced without a fixed Purpoſe, 
but rather with a Deſign. They ſerve to 
introduce two Reflexions, one, that Nabab, 
4 Proftitute, was a Figure of the Chriſtian 
| Church: The other, bat Ixsus deigned to 
deſcend from five ſtrange Women, one 9 chem 
guilty" f Inceſt, the reft Proſtitutes and 
tereſſes, &c. We ſhall leave theſe pious Re- 
flections for the Edification of Chriſtians; 
not doubting but you made or reported them x 
with this View. We remain wit my 5 
a: al bee e |: ICs © Mic * 
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FF "HEN. a Ai tide; t 8 dense 
. aud that he has not 
Reaſons to N he ſtrives to prop 
uimſelf up cunningly, reat Authorities: 
Under the Shelter of Bolton Names, he 
runs leſs Riſk of expoſing himſelf, and he 
ſeams to contend to greater Advantage, at 
leaſt for a certain e and i in 70h e vg 
of certain Readers. 1 65 111 
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Such, no Doubt, were won: VI 9 i 
1 you quoted in your Note, that 
La of celebrated Writers, to whom you. 
crikie the-Reaſonings you: make, and o whom 
vou ſay you arc. ovly the Tranſcriber, .. 
TIA] 531100 57 20 905M LOY L394 Ai * 
We dare not ſay that yo never pin the 
| Works of theſe: learned Men, but this we 
will venture to affirm, either, that you have 
miſunderſtood the Opinions of moſt of them, 
or miſinterpreted them: At leaſt you do not 
ſheak of them with all that ExaGineſs which 
wicht be expected from ſuch a Writer as you: 
＋. his 1 1s | what 1 we intend to 58 to you, 2 
my ; | 0 
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and we'think vou cannot fail to draw 
_ fame Concluſions from the faithful Expoſiti- i 
on, which we ſhall now lay, Dove. your, 155 
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ne may ju wage dat ou ate little ac- 
juainted ler this Wang Man, y the very 
mer itt Which you diefipure his Name: 

' He, of all the Writers whom you mention, 
leaſt deſer ves a Place in in your Lift: „We have 
read his Bock Bi [Natural Religion t 
Times, the only*\ Work he had Tme"topub- 
lh,”'andiwe cannot -recolle@ to Have fund 
any "Thing in it of all that you male him 
ſay: But as we were diffidetit” whether this 
proceeded from Forgetfi meſs" on our Parts, 
or Miſtake on yours,. we determined to read 
it over agzin from beginning to end!“ We 
can now a ire! you that none f the Rea 
ſonings in your Note are to be found in this 
Work, and that there is not a Word ſaid of 
thoſe Queſtions, which you eros on the 
Lenttafte Pats + eee e gf ee 
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| What was) 4 thinking. of then, Sir, SD / 
| you jut this learned and pious Clergyman of 
the Church of En 1 45 in the Lift of your 

"I who find Abſurdities and Contra- 
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el 64 ſacred Writings? ; 


| « la Bibli Shen Angloiſe; the Lib 
4. conceived it was a Book in their Favour : 


They already triumphed But, their Joy, 
H 1 adde, was ſhort-livgd: And upon read- 
being it. the Publick was e Bam 


. hay ayes O Other 2 5147 l W 


therefore, tho they conld not ;aygid. « 


oſten een the Qhyject of Agar -bittexeſt-Cen- 
ures: This j5;a clear Proof that he — wil none 


| ae ee cee her - 
D597; 83} : BIBT 781 nie TH 5; „ . 


Thig then is the lt Nanc wb 
15 0 a ed but Ake N Won 


ont eu le Malbeur decrire contre. la Religion, Woollaſton 


Wil che illuſtrious Writer never take the Frouble to 
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And do you 
thus oonfound him with Bolingbroke; I in- 


dall and Collins? Perhaps the Tile alone of 
Wollaſton's Work lead you into that Error, 
which many of his Countrymen fell into: 
« As ſoon as a Sketch of the Treatiſe on Na- 
« tural-Religion appeared, ſays the Author of 
ertine Party 


S: 


broke and his; P Party were better 3 
quainted With this Writer than you, Sir, an 


Juſtize 40 his extenſixe Knowledge, yet he has 


1 1 ni bavgo? d 03518 936)! 2 ni #90; 
do iH H E 7011 2 5151 80 508 . Oh 


el no np uy diy 05 Ws 0 
(1) T6: be eraſed out of your Lift, W e mY obſerve 
that in the Nowveaux: Melanges, art: des ibis qui 


is ſtill ipſerted'in the Liſt;/ veho!is there cnlled #4laſton: 


ruſe "Woollaſton's Treatiſe ?. A flight Glance f this 
ork,” "and of the Teſs yoo be Tafficient"t to un- 
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"Abad; N= das- the 6 aides 
tured; tu affirm; that. the! Pentateneh ward oom | 
up in the Time of rhe King. fl _ a 
on dig ee 3 Din 

It dne that eee 8 

general Opinion of our Doctors in his Time, 
who theld that the Pentateuth; even to the 
laſt Syllable;; had been written by Moſes, 
yet this learned Critick thought he found 
ſome: Paſſages in it, which cou, not belong 
to the Holy Legiſlator: He thought they 
came from an Author of later Date, who 
lived probably in the Time of the Kings. 
But you will find it hard to prove, that he 
concluded from this; flat, Books, were 
neither written nor compiled until then. 
To think that fore: Paſſages of the Penta- 
teuch; were inſerted into it in the Time of 
the Kings or to fix to this Period the Com- 
pilatiom of the wes 1 ED N 
the wa n | 
der to en Samen Mai of 
10 erroneous an Opinion, dear: and formal 
Texts, extracted from his Works, not empty 
n Wand, be ö If you 
DO VI know 
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know. any ſuch, . we e you to 


Wuilſt you are preparing for this, we may 
learn from the ingenious Father Simon, 
what we ought to think of this Charge, and 
from hence you have taken it. Spinoza, 
« ſays he, 8 Aben Ezra, when he 
« aſſures us that this Rabbi, did not believe 
<« Moſes to be the Author of the Pentateuch. 
% What he ſays of this Rabbi, and he pro- 
«duces juſt the ſame Paſſages you 2 5 
proves only that ſome Additions have been 

made to: certain Parts, which have been 


1 undoubtedly written by Moſes, or in his 


Time, and by his Order. This ſame 

85 e ge ſhews his Ignorance f Sil gr 
Yi &c. BE u 20 ä 

Kennt Dont of Hon tat bat lin; 


Upon the . if any. Man ſhould. be 
led from what you ſay of Aben Ezra, to 
imagine that he 1 and reaſoned as 
your infidel Criticks do, he would form a 
very falſe Judgment of his Opinions. His 
Attachment to the Religion 2 his Fathers, 


the high Eſteem which the Synagogue had 


for him during his Life, and the Reſpect 
which it yet preſerves. for his Maney: are 
Clear Proofs of his _Orthaqoxy,! 


Des us. add. that: learned Criticks have 


ſhewn, that moſt even of thoſe Paſſages 
| which 


CERTALN Je „. - 195 


which you quote after Aben Ezra, and 
which he thought poſterior to Moſes, may 
have come from the Pen of that Legiſlator. 
They give ſatisfactory Proofs: of this, which 

may be ſeen (1) in their Works. We ſhall 
juſt relate briefly what one of thoſe Writers 
ſays, whoſe Authority you e ye 
karned, rhe Ws le Clerc. | 


Hen Hors: you tay, enn hs 18 on 
ſeveral Paſſages. ©. The Canaanite was in 
this Country. The Mountain of Moria, 
« (2). called the Mountain of Ged. The 
« Bed of Og, King of Baſan, is ſtill ſeen in 
© Rabath-. And, be called all this Country 
« of Baſan, the Cities of Jair to this Day: 
„ There never was ſeen a Prophet in Ifrael 
„like Moſes,” He inſiſts that thoſe Paſſages, 
which . ft f Things that es after 
Nilas: 38 50 


A 


(1) In their Nori. See Abbadie, Dupin, "ow Di | 
courſes of Biſhop Kidder, placed before his Notes on/the 
 Pentateuch, in which he treats thizSubjeQ: with Judg- | 
ment, Aut. | 

1] Called the | WOES: of Cod. Here Mr. Voltaire 
is a bad Interpreter of Aben Ezra. This Mountain was 
not called the Mountain of Gad on Account of Abraham's 
Sacrifice, for this is the common Name of all High 
Mountains in' Hebrew. It was. called Moria, that 1s, 
Cod vill provide, from the remarkable Expreſſion of 
Abraham to his Son. The illuſtrious Writer is fo taken 
up with a Multitude of Objects, that he has dot * ime 
to o attend to theſe ſmall Things. Fe... 8 by 
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the Ti ime. of Moſes, could not Have been 
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3 Thus Abeao Eura Fatah n le Clere 
denies that thoſe Paſſages ſpeak of Things 
which happened after: the me of Moſes. 
« He ſays that the firſt Paſſage-which has 
« been ill tranſlated" thus, the Canaunite bas 
then in this Country, may and ought to be 
thus tranſlated, the Cunaanite was” Ance 
that "Time in this Country, which Was true, 
even in Abraham's Time, and conſe- 
quently (3) clears the whole Difficulty. 
That the Name of Moria God dvill provide, 
given to the Mountain, to which the Pa- 
 triarch led his Son to ſacrifice him, may 
have been in Uſe a ſhort” Time after this 
Sacrifice, and a long Time before Moſes. 
That this Legiſlator; Writing probably 
ſome Months after the Defeat 2 Og, may 
have ſaid that his Iron Bed was yet pre- 
« ſerved in Rabath, and that the Ex reſſions 
« which are tranſlated, yet and to this Day, 
«are ſometimes uſed by Ancient Writers, 
A © rar and Proghans.. to AO. 2 Time 
51 but 
Clears the "A Mr. ; is of the 
12 S . My. 66 c 1 55 be 
4 Abraham, the Canaanites had driven out tbe, ancient 
:©. Inhabitants of the Country, and ſettled in their Place.” 
See the Memoirs of the Academy of Inſcriptions. When 
after ſuch clear Solutions, a Man brings on again thoſe 


threadbare Objections, may he not be juſtly Tg. 
with want of Knowledge or Heri. 9 
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* 5b little diſtant. That therefore there is 


nothing in theſe Paſſages but wink Moſes 


may have written. 


As to the Paſſage where the Kings of 
Edom and Iſrael are 8 k ken of, and a ſmall 
Number of other Paſſages, he allows that 
they ſeem (1) added to the Text. But he 


ſays, © that thoſe flight Additions, made by 
« the Prophets who lived after Moſes, 


« ought not to prevent us from looking upon 


« him as the Author of the Pentateuch, 
*« ſince there are ſo many other Proofs. of 
E this, . juſt as the Hebrew Antiquities are 


« aſcribed to Joſephus, although ſome Paſ- 
* ſages may have been inſerted (2) by recent 


5 Hands.“ The- Opinion then of Aben 
eee Esra, 


(1 Added to the 7 wy; IE learned Men di 
proved that the Hebrew Word, which is tranſlated 
King, might ſignify, Chief, Comminder, & c. &c. And 
that it has been applied in this Senſe to ſome of our 


Judges. See Abbadie. This excellent Writer has diſ- 


cuſſed and cleared: this Objection in ſuch a Manner, as 
leaves no Room for a Reply. It is very extraordinary, 


that Mr. Voltaire could tale it upon bim to e it. 


again, Edit. 


(2) By recent Hands: It appears that le Clerc, bad 


in View the three famous Paſſages concerning John the 
Baptiſt, Jeſus Chriſt, and St. James. But beſides theſe 
three Texts, which many learned Chriſtians have--held 
to be authentick, there are others which have undoubt- 
edly been added. to Joſephus; z' ſuch among others is that 
one which the Abbe: Miquot points out in one of his 


1 Memoirs. It is a Parentheſis in which tbe 
b N 55 
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UW, it ſeems clear to us, that they do not belong to 


—_ 
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Ezra, which only aſcribed the Texts above 
quoted to Perſons after Moſes's Tanks this 
Opinion 


Forger makes Joſephus, a Phariſce, ſay juſt the. con- 
trary of what the Phariſees thought. See the Memoirs 
of the Academy of Inſcriptions. 

Thoſe flight Additions, which are found in almoſt all 
the Ancient Writers, give us \no reaſon to deny them 
to be the Authors of fock Works as are generally aſcri- 
bed to them. 

As we are happy in ſpeaking to a Man of Letters, 
who may perhaps reliſh ſuch Obſervations, we ſhall give 


two Inſtances of thoſe Additions which have been as yet 


unnoticed by the Criticks; 

The firſt is from Livy. In the ſixth Book, No. 40. 
In the Middle of Appius's Diſcourſe againſt the Tri- 
bunes, we read, De indignitate ſatis dictum eſt, 


* (etenim Dignitas ad Homines pertinet ) Quid de Religio- 


ce nibus loquar.“ We think this Parentheſis, moſt un- 
worthy of Livy, muſt have been a poor, ridiculous 
Note, which paſſed from the Margin into the Text. 
The ſecond is from Virgil. In the ninth Book of the 
Eneid, where the Poet, after having related the Deaths 
of Niſus and Eurialus, deſcribes the Attack of the Ru- 
tulians on the 'Trojan Camp, we read in many Editions, 


Quin ipſa arreflis, viſu miferabile in Haſtis ! 
Prefiguunt Capita & multo clamore Sequuntur, 


Euryali & Niſi; quant4 mox Cœde pianda ! 


Theſe laſt Words, quant4 mox Cade pianda, were, 
they ſay, added by Father Vanieres. They have ap- 
peared again in an Edition of Virgil, printed at Rome, 
with a new Tranſlation in Italian Verſe by a learned 
Jeſuit. But would not theſe two ingenious Men have 
thewn more Taſte, if inſtead of making an Addition to 
the Text, they had retrenched the Words, Euryali & 
Niſi? For although they may be found: in the beſt Edi- 


gil, 
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Opinion 1 fay, which is very different from 

the one you give him, was ill grounded and 
falſe, even according to the r 80 185 
learned le Clerc. 5 TN 1 


3 3.7 


. Cranes Opinion. | 


After Wi we have been ſaying 05 this 
celebrated Critick, could we expect to find 
you placing him not only in the Lift, but 
at the Head of thoſe learned Men, who hold 
that the Pentateuch was not compiled until 
the Time of the Kings? And yet this you 


do in your Note, and in ſevern other Parts 


of 1 Works. 


We ſhall not e 4 lis Dee: did 


at firſt hold this Opinion. But if we owed 


this acknowledgment to Truth, were you 
not under the ſame Obligation to inform 
your Readers that he changed his Mind 


ſince, and in a riper Age openly embraced 
that RO: which be combated in his 


TLouth ? 


Virgil, _ to «ws Annotator, who placed POT: in the | 


Margin. 


The greateſt part of the Additions made to the "* "Ho 


tateuch, are, in like Manner, Parentheſes, or explanatory 
Notes; with this Difference, however, that thoſe who 
made theſe latter Additions, had CharaQer and Autho- 
rity to ſupport them in ſo ror Aut. 
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1 Conſult, Sir, the Diſſertation he 
has placed before his Commentary on 
Geneſis. There he not only anſwers the 


Objections of Aben Ezra, as we have ſhewn, 
but beſides ſolves thoſe Difficulties which 


he had propoſed to himſelf in the Tract 


called, Sentimens de quelques Theologuiens de 


Hollande. And when he gives an Account 


of this Comment in his Bibliotbeque choifte he 
Serents That Moſes cannot, with any 
«.ſhew of Reaſon, be denied to have been 
« the real Author of the Pentateuch, that 
the Paſſages which have been added aſter- 
„ wards are few in Number, that ſome of 
„ them are of a doubtful Nature, which 

learned Men have looked on as of a later 


Date than Moſes, although without Proof.” 
Judge now, Sir, whether it was proper to 


place this Writer without reſerve at the 


Head of thoſe, who affirm the Pentateuch 
to have been written 2 after Moſes. 


"Bat even at ihe very Time that "0A Was 
attached to his firſt Opinion, yet he thought 
that there is not any Fact of Importance 


related in the ſacred Writings that is not 


« true. That the Hiſtory we read there 1s 
the moſt veritable and holy that ever was 
* penned; and that all the Doctrines there 


Vou 
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You might then with good Reaſon fear 
to accuſe this learned Critick of Impiety. 
« Nothing ſays Chaufepied, incenſed him 
* more than the Charge of Deiſm which 
« his Enemies ſometimes laid to him, cer- 
« tainly without juſt Grounds. We may 
« judge of this by the -Converſation which 
e paſſed between him and Collins, when this 
« famous Engliſhman paid him a Viſit in 
Holland, accompanied by ſome French 
Frectbinbers like himſelf. They thought it 
« would be eaſy to gain over ſo bold a 
„ Divine. to their Side, but he ſtood firm 
“ for Revelation. He preſſed thoſe Deiſts 
* hard, and ſhewed them that they diſſolve 

* the ſtrongeſt Ties of Humanity, that they 
_ * excite Men to ſhake off the yoke of Laws, 
that they take away the moſt powerful 
incentives to Virtue, and rob the World 
of all its Comforts. And what do you 
4 ſubſtitute in the P lace of theſe things? 


„ added he. , You flatter yourſelves, no 


„% Doubt, (1) that Statues will be erected to 

CC y v5 1 
(a) That. Statues uill be ereſled. We have been 
wrongfully charged with Malice for inſerting the above 
uotation. When we wrote this Letter there was no 
Talk of the Statue of our illuſtrious Writer, nor of that 
one on Account of which he ſo bitterly inveighs againſt 
the Citizen of Geveva, as this latter ſeemed to think 
himſelf worthy of it. The Priority of our Quotation is 
a good Proof that we did not intend to make any mali- 
cious Alluſions. Could we foreſee that our Philoſophers 

would have had ſuch a ſtrong Defire for Statues ? Aus. 


U N 1 . * A X Aki 55 ws 
, ds bra at * 328 Fe, to 
ff.. are nine Re Poor ets og YO RO nh A Wk. oY” — 


— — -. vw 
© — " D — = Le ak = ——4 a6 af ws 
— 2 * _- - xXx — 
wr aan 2 —. 4 So + : wp ITE — pa F 
TRAP « * O 1 «as a4 — — 


e 
n 
= ©# a. 


— , 


— 8 * —— = ran. 


. 


Coon — 
13 


— — 


ö "Y =, 
— — 


= 
— 2 


Ly 
x 
14 
gh 
Who 
| hs 
* i 
. 
2 
NN. 
: N 
177 
. 114 
K . 
1 
(2 


\ by = 5 I * ET: : 25 7 1 Sa — 8 2 — = PAY \ - \ _ 
.. IE I AE EG on RE vo Soo oo 
4 TY < 4 27 6.5 * a, * — — PET wy — - = — — _- -— I 
ve „ _ 2» . a * a? 1 = ow » &' dv = * 
ee IF. . 2 — 5 i 
. [1 
| 


— —— —— * $542" C'S 


F 
4 


02 L E * T EN 3 v7 : 


* you for the mi ichty Services you have done 


Mankind; but I muſt declare to you that 

„ "he Part you act will render you odious 

and contemptible in the Sight of all Men!“ 

What Leſſons theſe are, Sir, may all Collinſes 
Re our Days profit by them 


y 4 
Nxwrox- Opinion. 


we ſhall ſay nothing of the Opinions of 
Newton on the Authors of the Books of 
Foſhua, Fudges, Ruth, &c. We have not 


taken this Taſk upon us, and we allow it 


to be very difficult to point out the Dates 


and the Authors of thoſe Books. 


As to the Pentateuch, this great Man 


. thought that divers Facts, ſuch as the Copy 


found in the Temple in the Reign of - Joſtas, 
the Levites ſent by Jehothaphat with the 
Law, to teach it in the City of Judea; the 


Attachment of the Ten Tribes, and the Re- 


ſpect they paid to theſe ſacred Writings, 
even ſince their Separation; and laſtly, the 
Eſtabliſnment of public Worſhip, in the 
Times of Solomon and David, in a Man- 
ner ſo ſolemn and ſo conformable to the 
Rites preſcribed in the Pentateuch, will not 

ermit us to throw back the Compilation 
of it | farther than the Rego. of Saul. He 

ak | | therefore 
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therefore ſuppoſed that the Book of the Law 
had been loſt when the Philiſtines, after con- 
quering the Iſraelites, got Poſſeſſion of the 
Ark. That in order to repair this Loſs, Sa- 
muel had gathered together what remained 
of the Writings of Moſes, and the Patriarchs, 
and that with theſe Materials he had com- 


piled the Pentateuch 1 in the Form in which 
we now ſee it. | | | 


Upen theſe Things we ſhall obſerve, it, 
That this whole Syſtem is built upon an un- 
grounded Suppoſition and vague Conjectures. 
No doubt the Name of the great Newton 
ſhould always be mentioned with Reſpect. 
But, however, this great Name cannot con- 


vert Suppoſitions into F _ and Conjutures 
into Proofs, | 


2dly, That this Seiten, as it t f ppoſes the 
Book of the Law to have been written, and 
Memorials for an Hiſtory left by Moſes and 
the Patriarchs, contradicts all thoſe empty 
Notions and falſe Reaſonings with which the 
former Part of your Note is filled. 


20s, That althou gh Newtds, FR gut the 
Pentateuch was compiled by Samuel, he was 
far from charging the Accounts in it with 
Abſurdity, as your incredulous Criticks have 
reſumed to do. The Reſpect which this 
carties.: Man had 2 the ſacred Writings 0 


dur! OY h 
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during his whole Life is well known. © This 
+ great Man, ſays Mr. Fontenelle, did not reſt 
„merely in natural Religion; he was per- 
„ ſuaded of Revelation, and among thoſe 
various Volumes which he had continu- 
4 ally in his Hand, that which he read moſt 
conſtantly was the Bible.” So far from 
ſtriving to expoſe it to the Deriſion of the 
Profane, he ſtudied it, commented upon it, 
| and laboured to bar up the Difficulties nh it. 
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What ſhall + we than think, Sir, of the . 
ner in which you ſpeak of this illuſtrious 
Writer, as well as of the learned Le Clerc, in 
your Philoſophy of Hiſtory? © God forbid, 
« ay you, that we ſhould dare to accuſe the 
Le Glercs, the Newtons, &c. &c. of Im- 
« piety! We are convinced that although 
« they did not think the Books of Moſes, 
« Joſhua, &c. were written by theſe Heroes 
« of Iſrael, yet they were perſuaded that they 

„were written by Inſpiration.” They diſco- 

“ver the Finger: of God in every Line of 

_ « Geneſis, Joſhua, &c. 'The-Jewiſh Writer 
was but the Secretary of God; God dic- 
© tated every Word! Newton, no doubt, 

_ © was of this Opinion.“ We underſtand the 
Meaning of this ironical Turn. God - forbid 
we ſhould dare to accuſe you of calumniating 
thoſe great Men; but we will confeſs, that 
if any Thing could leflen the Idea we enter- 
tain of _ tg it would be the odious 

| Suſpicions 
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| Suſpicions which 2 endeavour to give RE 
of theirs. 


Ls f 8 and BoLING- | 
| . BROKE. 


All the Feel of ho we hav ſpoke ; 
in the foregoing Sections, whatever may have 

been their Opinions on the Authors of the. 
Pentateuch, and on the Dates of theſe Books, 
yet give an implicit Aſſent to the indubitable 
Facts contained in them, to their pure Mo- 
rality, their wiſe Laws, and believe the Law- 
giver to have been inſtructed and guided by 
the Spirit of God. Let us now ſay ſome- 
thing of thoſe who have no other View in 
denying Moſes to have been the Author of 
the Pentateuch, and in cenſuring its pre- 
tended Abſurdities, than to weaken and de- 
ſtroy the Proofs of a Revelation. Criticks 
we Notions are ſo different, and whoſe 
Ends are ſo oppoſite, ſhould. not be con- 
founded) nor put upon the fame Footing. 


Shafteſbury, if we bineve I, of his 
learned Countrymen, was an Enemy of Re- 
velation, and the more dangerous becauſe in 


his A he G ſeems to a 3 


= w to OR ſs Reſpect The aiaſtrions _ 
whom we anſwer, a in his Neuveaux Melanges, that 


Shafteſbury 
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He never attacks it Face to Face, or with 


ſerious Arguments, but with Raillery and 


ironical Reflections, which look as if they fell 
by Chance. He continually proteſts that 
he firmly believes all the Facts and Doctrines 
« which are diſcovered by Revelation. He 

* is convinced that our Religion is divine, 
and our . ſacred Writings inſpired ; that 


every human Underſtanding ſhould bow 


« down to them, and that none but Liber- 
tines and profane Men could abſolutely 
deny, or diſpute the Authority of a Line, 
or a ſyllable in theſe holy Books.” This is 
a kind of an Attack which ſavours more of 
Cunning than of Candour, and more of Stra- 
tagem than of true Learning. He followed 


the Method of ſome Unbelievers who went 


before him, and other modern Freethinkers . 
like it ſo much, as you well know, Sir, that 
a 7% 2 * a , > * | 0 Wwe 


: Shafteſbury far out did Herbert and Hobbes in Boldneſs and 


Stile. As to Stile it is true; but as to Boldneſs, the Au- 


thor of the Melanges is the only Writer who ſays it. How 
comes he to be ſo little acquainted with an Author to 


whom he has many Obligations? Shafteſbury, in his 
Attacks on Revelation, uſes ſo much CircumſpeQion, 
he hides and wraps himſelf up ſo artfully, that ſome 
learned Men have cenſured. Doctor Leland for having 
placed him in his Liſt of Deiſtical Writers. See his De- 
iſtical Writers, an excellent Work, where he gives a 
much juſter Account of the Engliſh Deiſts than the Au- 
thor of les Melange. He preſents you with an Extract 


of their Works, briefly anſwers their Objections, and 


quotes thoſe Writers who have anſwered them more 
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we meet (1) it in every Page of their Wri- 
tings. But theſe threadbare Stratagems, this 
old Way of making war, cannot deceive any 
Body now. The World is weary of ſeeing 
Men fighting under a Maſk, and would think 
an open Attack hereafter more honou rable. 


We may then ſuppoſe that Shafteſbury, 
notwithſtanding all his Proteſtations, did not 
believe the Pentateuch to have been written 
by Moſes, or any other inſpired Writer. But 
what is certain, what we can affirm, - after 
having read over all his Treatiſes carefully 
ſeveral Times, is, that although many Pal. 
ſages are found there which may have ſerved 
you for Models on other Su bjects, we cannot 
point out one that has any Relation to the 
Arguments in your Note, on the imaginary: 
Impoſſibility of Moſes's writing that Work, 
or the: ded Abſurdity of the Facts which 
he relates. Why then would you aſcribe 
ſuch Things to him, and quote his Authori- 
ty, when you are doubtful of it? Some care- 
leſs, indifferent Readers may be impoſed on, 
but no one can be deceived who will take the 
Pains to recur to the Seen 


Let 


(i) In every Page of their Writings, In thoſe,” for in- 
ſtance, of Mr. Voltaire. This great Man, whilſt he 
borrows the Objections and Railleries of Shafteſbury, 
does not think it 3 him to imitate his little a : 
tagems. Chriſt, | 
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Let u Hicks | to" Bolingbroke.) 'Herwas 
not; like»: Shafteſbury; a pleafing7Jeſter./ and 


ſecret Enemy of the Revelation which was 
made to our Fatherd· More ſerious and ſin- 


and without Diſcre- 
ſpeaks ſomes 
oo of the Chriſtian Revelation with a ſeem- 

ng Reſpect; but as ſoon as the Jewith comes 
the Books: of 
Moſes; (1) he exceeds all Bounds yi the moſt 


cere he attacks it openl 


indecent Invectives, and” gas eren ec 
ments flow from his Pen. 92 1850 
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have tried this Spring, and have not hefitoted 


ſometimes to draw from it. But can we 


help being ſarpriſed when we find that, ex- 


cept one ſhort Reflection, 1 at all is 


found in his Works of whit 3 you 


ſay in your Note. And have we 2 
to conclude; that you very improperly ſub- 


ſeribèd his Name, as well as . of SkHafteſ- 
bury; to that Heap of falſe Afſertions' with 


” 
Os 4 1 5 8 9 


. e have ne it. 


1 
1 +4 4 3 AI. 0 1473. 


. 1855 D e 73 0 192 Opinions 


- 4a He * all D We read in the Noyuvears 
Melanger, that Bolingbroke: is a. bold Writer, that his 
Writings are violent, that be deteſted tbè Chriſtian Religion. 
Compare theſe Expreſſions and Confeſſions With . ne 
"Ive of Lord * 2 „ 
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cinen, * Corus ue Tixvans 0-4” 


chli and Tidal: hens; lhre 
4 Vouckers, out of all the Writers — 
have named. And . but 
they might be diſputed. _ Mam wait. 


We have formerly read e Culhur 8 
Works, : and we do not remember to have 
found the Arguments you. aſcribe to him. 
We do not even ſee what Relation they 
— have to the Queſtions he treats But 

ur Memory _ be mn well as our 
Conjoctures. 2 en et 211.34 107 T9907 1666 
30 Oe . teien? 

1 this Writer. 5 ey At thority | 
which we will freely reſign to ou. We 
know hoty often his .Countrymeh have ren 
proached him, (1) Ptoof in Hand 4 with. 
< altering Texts, with adding to, and re- 
* treachmy from them as he thohght proper; 
then bringing thoſe mangled Parts together 
in order to dm a Meanin quite different 
eee eee 7002 13800 710 
ey das BSA vd en o nανõỹ]m vino s 
eee ka See eſpecially hät che Ge of 2 
Wincheſter has wrote agaihſt Colſins, and the learned 


0 tions of Dr. Bently on the i ee 7 : 
a "were tranſlated 95 rench 


deppen eder the Tile of P/Ipbnirts Unc We. 
tendus 22 forts d' Angleterre. Edit. 
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from that of the Author's whom he quotes. 
With never been more poſitive than when 


* he is in the wrong; with anſwering the 


ſtrongeſt Proofs: only with Cavils and poor 


” Jokes” Theſe Features, by which he bears 


a ſtrong Likeneſs: to ſome Writers of the ſame 
Party, are not thoſe of a fair Critick, who 
ſincerely ſearches for Truth HE; that he 


may make it known to others. 


Of all 121 zudabe Works we haves not had 
it in our Power to read any but his Chriſti- 
anity as old as the Creation. In this the Au- 
thor attacks equally the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 


Revelation. He there cenſures many Paſ- 
ſages of our ſacred Writings; but we can 
2 aniver for it he makes none of thoſe Difficul- 
ties mentioned in your Note. We obſerved 


beſides: an Air of Moderation kept up thro' 
his whole Work, for which we owe him ſome 
thanks. He does not, in any Place, give 


way to thoſe abuſive Appellations and bitter 


Salles which other Writers are ſubject to, 
and which always are the Signs: ors 3 
Nene and violent ee, Stiga e 
3 QU i183; 14 {EEE 

The . Wing 80 of this Piee-thinker 
are only known to us 2 the Extract and Con- 
futation Which Dr. Leland has given us of 
them. As this learned Man confutes none 
of thoſe Objections which you aſcribe to 
Tindal | in a W we 1 80 e to be- 


e 2 S , N 11 * BY | lieve 
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lieve that he never made them. Had you 
been ſure that they were his, you certainly 
ought, for the Inſtruction of your — 
to have named the Book and a Lou ſay 
ſomewhere that you do not lite ſuch exact 
Quotations. Vou certainly have 1 Grounds 
for your Diſlike; wer yet ſuch Quotations 
are uſeful.” It is true "that Attention and 
Labour are required to render them exact, 
and you have other Things to mind Benden 
nn; dp We ſee it ee 


Such, Bir hate! 5 — ee of the 
Writers quoted in your Note. Judge your- 
ſelf whether you have ſet them forth with 
the Exactneſs of a knowing Critick, and 
whether it was impartial in you to im 
Opinions to ſome which they never held, to 
conceal the change of Opinion of others, to 
throw out Doubts on the Sincerity of thoſe, 
and to aſcribe to theſe Arguments which they 

never made? &c; & c. Theſe Arguments, 
therefore, being falſe, are not ſupported by 
any ſatisfactory Authority, and he. 1 
ticity of the Books of Moſes, as well as the 
Truths of thoſe F 40 Which * nenen 1 
on ns 7 177 301 5500 8 5 5 
K 11 ibi 0? Vin Fit 
. Whourcehai B the emed 
Princes and Shepherds, ſhall appear, after 
this ſhort Life, before the Maſter of Eter-. 
OR -of us will then wiſh to have / 
; Ait By 3 2 e eee 


— 


212 LET IT E 1 5 0 F 


been juſt, merciful; g enerous“ Vou are 
right, Sir; Knowledge Will not 08d without 
practical Virtue, nor Faith in Doctrines with- 
out the Obſervance of Duties. No one 
+ will pride himſelf in having known pre- 
4 ciſely_ in what Year the Pentateuch was 
written“ No. certainly, for this Piece of 
Knowledge was never looked on in the Light 
of an Obligation. God will never aſk us 
*. whether we were of the Opinion of the 
* Mazorites againſt the Talmud, or whether 
„e may not have miſtaken a Caph for a 
Beth, or a od fora Vau, &c. &c. No, 
certainly ; and this is not altogether the Sub- 
ject of your Note. You deviate Dem the 
main Queſtion, or you wiſh to your 
Readers. He will judge us — to 
our Works, and not according to our Pro- 
ficiency in the Hebrew. Who doubts it? 
But if a Writer, with a ſuperficial knowledge 
of this Language, and of the Hiſtory of God's 
People, ſhould be bold enough to riſe up 
againſt his ſacred Oracles, and to calumniate 
his Word; if he repreſented the Books which 
contain it as an ill-digeſted Heap of falſe 
FaGs,: abſurd: Stories, barbarous Actions, &c. 
&c. if he proſtituted the moſt ſhining Talents 
in ſtriving to unte from the Heart of 
Man that Obedience which he owes to the 
divine Laus, would be not be guilty: in the 
Sight of God? Wei propoſe this Queſtion to 
you the more 2 becauſe we: tink 
- >=! 8 0 thin 
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think you included in it. All your Writings 
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Is the latter part of your pretended uſeful 
note, you no longer ſpeak after the real or 
ſuppoſed opinions of ſome celebrated writers, 
but (1) after your own ſentiments. You paſs 
ſuddenly to a text of Leviticus, which has 
no relation to the queſtions you have been 
treating, and this with no other view but to 
vilify a people whom you deteſt. From hence 
you take occaſion to lay .abominations to the 
charge of our fathers, the mere thought of 
which ſtrikes one with horror; and you aſ- 
ſert that theſe ſhocking practices were not 
only known, but common among them. This 
charge, if it was well grounded, ought to 
make the world look on them as the moſt 
infamous nation that ever exiſted upon earth. 
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(i) After your own ſentiments. Monſieur de Voltaire 

does not quote Bolingbroke here; and yet it is probable 

that he borrowed from him this charge againſt our fa- 

thers. However, Bolingbroke was more moderate, he 

only charges the Hebrews with a proneneſe to this Vice. 
The French writer is not ſo cautious. Edit. 
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abe gandh ous an a ; 
— reaſor there is for requiring convinc ing 
proofs of it. If yours are of this nature, we 
hereby conſent for ourſelves and our fathers, 


y be blaſted Defort the uni- 


may their memor: 
verſe, and may the ſhame of the anceſtor 
fall on their eee But if every impar- 
tial reader ſhall find them weak on falſe, we 
appeal to your own equity. Ju dge yourſelf 
what reparation you owe to a Hole nation 
_ aas been ſo mene andt unjuſtiy abhuſed 
—_ i80p% mcg on cx nisten bag 
20 0 ges erb 2608 3726) 
Suk Prey ? bo tO: 116 OR 91 — 
+6 ie q 2 un ee 4 = 


minatiom. On this paſſage 
lean. But in good earneſft do dk it 
clear and explicit. enough to found ſo Weighty 
an aceœuſation on it? Is it very certain 
that it muſt be underſtood in the ſenſe you 
give it, and in no other? This I think, before 
all things, you onght''to have been fare of 
Now I find. that the Hebrew word, which you 
tranſlate b y hairy, has no determined ſenſe 
in has fat langu agen That many ancient 
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daick, and many learned interpreters and 


_ commentators give it different ſenſes,” That 


ſome af them render it by the malevolent and 
the devalsy others, by! vanities: and iuols, &c. 
It is not therefore ind an ee 


ens. omert} 5711. yer 
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Boot although eee ſhould 
Hetthoyraſh: probable, or even the only true 
one, wWnld it be a fufficient proof that the 


wonſtlip of (1) he- goats is meant in the tent? 
And might we not ſay with equal probabi- 


lity that here is meant the worſhip of mon- 


keys, cats, dogs, &c. in ſhort of hairy ani- 
mals in general, erage yr in particular of 
the ge Apis. which tlie Hebrew: ses 
yn worthipping? JOY Yo. e 


Were are already failed doubt- 
—_ But this is not all. The Hebrew en- 


72 preſſion which ſignifies only, after 'uyhom 'they 


have gone'w whoring, and which you tranſ- 
late by! this paraphiaſe u 2 have 
committed: i abomtinariong';” this ex- 
PR Ey, is talken by a groat: vat number 
7 131. 5013 £1 wa: 20 
nici L eig 130 of gt. ak. J 
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ſoluteſy 1 1 


be- getr.. We do not Tt f Hi bo Ky. „ necelff Ity 


and as we have ſeen abe ve, men TR; 
doubted:it:; H feems to us cf i non l only 


ſegle. dEIZe 
e e fol r Sail ca N 688 s on the an- 


cient Jews. Edit. 
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patchp — and ifies in this, as 
in many other parts of ſcripture, ſpiritual 
whoredom; the diſloyalty of wavering minds, 
who abandon the worſhip of God, + for that 
of falſe deities, or who form out of both (1) 
a ſacrilegious union. Might” not the autho- 
rity of thoſe "pare men be a m_ counter- 
2 „ 0A r 8 een OF 2- 
infa eit! boofhebny O om 
We ſhall add, that/this e fenſe 
e better oonnected, than the hitter: k one, 
with what goes before. God, in this paſſage 
forbids the Ifraelites to offer their victims 
in any other place than before the taber- 
nacle; Te ie end, ſays the text bat the 
children of Iſrael may bring” their. 
which they offer in the open field, even that 
they may bring n the Lord, unto tlie 
door | of ®-the — of "the congregation, 


unto: the prieſts. n tbe Tea fat" eee 
the freer ore the altar ef -the Lord. And 


th nd more offer Were acrifices- unto 
4 or fe — to the hairy, 
which this faithleſs People — This 
paſſage, thus tranſlated, 925 eſents you with 
a natural and complete ſenſe. Ihe facri- 
fices Wc) the - Hebrows were hercalies, fer 
5258 190 al ie 


0605 4 Bene i 2 My. Vale bim ; hank: 
188 of the apoſtacies of Jeruſalem and Samaria, ſays that 


theſe apoſtucies were offer e b ar r oboredom,” 2 
adultery ? Aut. Kn $03) 0 
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offer to BY Lord; before: the-tabernacle, are 
put in oppoſition: to: thoſe which they had 
* to devils, or to the hairy in the open 
1 the contrary, nothing requires or 
introduces the ſenſe which you think pro- 
to ſubſtitute, and ee the) « ancient 
interpreters never ner. ow evois 
-=3Htiod Poor's Su mga: 011 1 hy: 
We nt 8 that — — com- 
mentators have underſtood this paſſage (1) 
in your ſenſe; but as others, not leſs learned, 
more ancient, and more numerous, inter- 
ret it otherwiſe, it would have been but 
fair in you not to, conceal. this difference of 
opinions. Although it might have taken 
from your proofs, yet * . would 
mon cet mon n W. 
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— * Ahe Ng & none Ws thoſe. 3 
W have inferred from the text, that theſe 
abominations were (2) cammon. This con- 
eluſion, which certainly does not flow from 
the Very Bey was left for ee to dran 
* + EY G 1 ler Je. EY 2. "Wether 
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09 3 n ſenſe.- Some commentators have tad: Mt 
notions. Theſe particular. opinions are always. Ac dopted | 
| by the critick, and repreſented as the general opinion. 
By this means he caſts a ridicule on the text! He gree- 
dily ſeizes ſuch opportunities. Poor ſtratagem 1 Edit. 

(1) Here common. According to Mr. de Voltaire, 
defenſe de mon oncie, his uncle aſſerted that this act had 
been very uncommon in the wilderneſs. According to 
himſelf in his note, it was common. Hom Mall we re- 
concile the uncle and the nephew ? Edi. 
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We have uſt ems: Sir, that z your: firſt 
proof, ſupported by an obſcure text, Cuſtep- 
tible of various meanings, is by no means 
conchafive. Nevertheleſs as if it was incon- 
teſtible, you look into it for the origin of 
that infamous worſhip which you e 

upon our fathers. And you ſeem to inſinu- 
ate that Wee the ere of r 1. ver 


, 12 222 
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_ You. go on. 459 We. cannot ans andetherd 
this range . came 1 Egypt, the 


native 
n 935 eee N 4 e 5 rH N oF \ AP * AY 


* We —__ ſay: © — Wee ſays here, aide it is | 
uncertain. whether this: 0 worſhip camè from Egypt - 
and in his defenſe de mon oncle, he aflerts that this cuſtom 
of worſhipping an He- Goat, Oe. comes from the Hebrews, 
who borrowed it from the E tant. Thus we cannot ſay, 
and yet toe are certain. hz he learned critick has the art. 
of reconciling. certainty and doubt. with regard to the 
ſame S : | 

The reaſon he gives to how that the Jews Borrowed | 
this cuſtom from the Egyptians is curious. | It is, he / I 
ſays, becauſe the Fews never invented any thing. We I a 
do not envy the Egyptians the glory of fuch inventions; | 
but we could wiſh from our hearts that Mr. de Leet 
cou * 4 N Me Wied 2 2 N a 


to 


1 7 * 
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native country of frcery and ory on, but, 
a ce. Ene 


We knorr fir, that that part of Egypt 
which was inhabited by the — was not 
far diſtant from the nome or canton of 
Mendes, and that the people of this nome 
worſhipped He-Goats. Platarch; Strabo, 
Pindar &c. Who inform us of this; have 
alſo told us the abominations which ſome- 
times accompanied this > Therefore 
we Know, of at leaſd! have good reafon- to 
ſuſpect, that if ſome of the Hebrews: gave 
themſelves up to theſe | horrid fur 
they may have been led into it 
example of the Egyptians, and that this 
ſtrange ee W. panels Have come 
urn tem. Wes n een VAIN bh 
VAIN | 

But it is ſuppoſed that the n among our 
pretended ferterers of going to nacturnal meet- 
gs, 27 way Ling F, ates an 9 
A 26.011 « oat, 


2 the, © Hig T IM could IE a TR lea 9 
it. 
A propos Mr. de als renders this Fagliſh, word, 
in his defence of Lord Bolinbroke by the, word 7apaſþ 
| This 1 is alin 9 84 3 8 does not 88 nity. im- 


Me 4 


tions. ne | . 37 1 

See alſo the e ELK ere the ho loo notes. 

| in his notes, a paſſage of Shafteſbury's 'CharaGeriſtick 
and falls into the ſame miſtake. Cbrift, 
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Goat, and of giving tbemſelves up to ſuch in- 
conceivable of giving with it, as 1 na 
ts 1 came er der * en Jes. 


17 JF 


1 15 Jap, Such ate pine 
It is ſuppoſed. You are free to believe this, 
and others are andes to ne the A: 


Tech e among our eren — 
if they are |pretended forcerers, the nocturnal 
meeting” muſt be a pretended one too, the 
d of the He Goat pretended, all then 

s pretended, and nothing real. This is a 
fine ot for 5 Sr: Ho a m—_ 

Beſides . ancient Jews, as you 0 in 
many places, acknowledged neither good nor 
bad Angels,” and conſequently no Satan, no 


Devil. How then could the cuſtom of wor- 


ſhipping him under the figure of an He- 
Goat come from them? Certainly men who" do- 
not acknowledge the Devil, cannot "wor ſhip the 


Devil. J. 18 DR gpm are Es 0 into- 


lerable! # : 
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000 av . pk el "ery walk Fo 64 Vol 
aire, juſtifies the Bracmans againſt the great Rouſſeau. 
See Audi tious to the Univerſal Hiſtory. 

He adds, that the Devil has never been dane d in any. 
part of the. world. How does he reconcile this aſſertion: 


with what he ſays of the ancient Jews, ho according to 


him, believed in no Deruis, and yet worſbipped the Devil. 
We think that ſome. readers. will tulpeQ him for falling 


into. 


wo | 


hee 4 a» — * - 
— — — — . — — — 
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„Der you g 8 . pete in a 8 
part 1 Europe. What, the ancient Jews? 
they who did not > Bn res wu n. 
enn n 8 


At moſt, theſe wal: 1 a Heleniftick 
Jews, who were inſtructed in the opinions 0 
the Greeks, and who worſhipped Devils a little 
before (1) the reign of Herod. But the ſuper- 

ſtitions of thoſe Heleniſtick Jews, who are 
of much later date than the ancient ee 
are no proof at all puter theſe latter. : 


"op ſhort, if it is true that —.— of the 
modern; Jews, have yon themſebves out for 
magicians, and taught theſe abſurd" arts in 
Europe, they had this trade in common with 
many other nations, the Babylonians, Egyp- 
tans, the Perſians, and even with ſome phi- 
loſophers. For philoſophy has alſo had its 
. in en its en and Jambli- 

6 bs Se chuſes, 


into the ſame abſurdity, which he charges on bis antago- 
niſt. He does not appear to have any advantage over him, 
except that of contradiCting himſelf more clearly. Edit. 

(1) Before the reign of Herod. | See Diction. Philoſoph. 
He ſays in another place, Philoſophie de PHiſtoire, arti- 
cle, Anges, The Jews acknowledged no Devils until the 
Babyloniſh Captivity. They acquired. this dofAlrine among 
tbe Perfians. Nothing but ignorance and fanaticiſm can 
deny thefe fais. If it had been the expreſs intent of this 
writer, to lay down the moſt contradiQory: "65m 

| _— he have had better ſucceſs? _ 1 1803 a 
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chuſes, who believed in enchantments, and 
. publiſhed: forms for wig: the Devil. . * 


5 : 
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What a nation | 55 Aenne ce ud 
fene to deſerve' a puniſhment equal to that 
which the golden Calf brought on them; and 


yet the legiſlator is ſatisfied with giving them 


only a fimple probibition. This fact is mention- 
ed ee fo N what che 2 nation 7s. 


But read ar; Ki Moſes: ee on 


this ſubject in the ſame: book. That whoever 
commits any f theſe abominations, ſhall be 
cut off from the midft-of "bis people, Leviticus 
ch. 1 2. ver. hath, the And that, they ſhall ſurely 


be put to deat er ORG ee 1 1 _ 
cn. 20. v. * 


Mr Fu; 5 * 2 1 at 1 SIS A 2 1 b 


* eas; a crime e to ww | 


_-&c. &. You are too modeſt, fir, it certain 

deſerves it. Since then no ſuch thing har 

pened to them, this is a proof that thoſe 
abominations were never practiſed, or at 
leaſt, were very uncommon amongſt them. 
This is the only fair inference from theſe 
premiſes, but you on the other hand, ſir, 
hence conclude that ane er Were 
common nee ng | 1 i Am | 


. 4 4 34 2290 


00 man Was to e e to 5 
logick about the ſhepherds: of Calabria, and 


cry out, What a nation theſe Calabrians ! 
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Thes 3 is mentioned merely to ſhew what 
the Calabrians are, would you think this ar- 
gument juſt? Did any one ever form a no- 
tion of a people by the ill conduct of a few 
individuals, more eſpecially. Woe * wh 

een this = So 


3 


„ yo 75 Baia 
among the Jeuis, is an evidence: that this crime 
aua cn e them. 1 


Beftiah, on you fax; muſt SS * Common 
among the: Jews, fince this is the, only nation we 
know, in which the laws were under the ne- 
city of prohibiting a crime, which; has not 
Aal, 2 ele in ant r n ” any legi- 

or... Nd e 


No, —— it Po — ee —— theſe 
monſtrous pollutions, . ſhould have been com- 
mon among the jews to make Moſes forbid 
them. It was ſufficient that they had ſpread 
among thoſe nations, whoſe lands they were 
going to poſſeſs, as the promiſed land, to 
induce the legiſſator to guard his people 
againſt thoſe crimes, by clear laws, and 
ſevere penalties. Now this is the motive 
which 1 en an Fog: thels. ow” 
tions. #4 BLOGS. e 
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e N in a Ys of theſe 9 1 
in all theſe the nations are re defied, which I caſt” - 
out And tbe land is defiled, tbere- | 
fore T h viſit the iniquity thereaf upon it, 
and the land 1tſelf vomiteth out her inhabitants. 
Ye mit therefore keep my ſtatutes and my judg- 
ments; and:ſhall not commit any of thoſe abomi- 
nations, neither any f yeur | own nation, nor 
any ſtranger that ſojourneth among you. For 
all theſe abaminations have the men of the land 
done which: were ' before - you, and the land is 
defiled. ' Nhat the land hue not you out alfo, 
ben ye agile it, as it fpued out the nations = 
that were before yu. Fur whoſoever ſball com- 
mit any of theſe abominations, even the ſouls that 
commit them; ſbull be cut af from among their 
people.. Therefore ſhall; ye keep mine ordinance. 
that ye commit nat any ef theſe abominable cuſ- 
toms, which were committed before you, and 
that ye defile not your ſelves therein. I am the 
1 ee Gal. Levit. ch. 18. v. 24 oy &c. E 
7 8 
* e nd; ee walk in the 3 
manners of "the nations roy cat out before 
you, for they" committed- all theſe things, and = 
7 them. Chap 20. v. 23. Gre. | _ 
W415; fel 5717 H ft ice 93 Fe | 
it not evident that the Wgillator, 15 3 
ao ppoling this crime cammon, or [even - | 
known!s among the Hebrews, - manifeſts no 
8 0 . e * 3 them on — 
e tne” 
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the examples which they were going to have 
before their eyes? And that if he had fore- 
ſeen * your imputations, he could not have 
explained kimſelf more _ in order to 5 
eee them?” PERL LL TNA = 

Vo dd have the ewe were the an 
nation we know, in which the pres: were under 
_ 5 1 e wa e crime. 


= FOE ift, fir Ave ig Aa Ns EI . 
knowledge of the legiſſation of ancient na- 
tions? Are there many of them that have 
left us a compleat of their laws? 

Me have juſt ſome ſoittered wrecks of thoſe 
of Greece. What concluſion: then can you 

draw from all thoſe codes Wissel no longer 
exiſt? Even how many modern nations are 
there with whoſe laws oy are' 3 
oh 1 e CRIT Ya KL 
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Büch 95 is el. e "itn ks ctime 
was ſpread over Paleſtine; ancient hiſtorians 
inform us, that it was not unknown in the 
Indies, and to the ſcandal of human nature, 
it wWwas. in ſome" degree, conſeerated by reli- 
gion in Egypt, &c. If the laws of thoſe 
nations prohibited it, then the Jewiſh nation 
was not the only one in which the legiſlator 
forbid it. If they did not, I aſk, which of 
thoſe were the wiſeſt laws;: thoſe which were 


filent with reſpect to this pollution, 5 
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does violence to humanity, and which they 
knew was committed, or, thoſe which wiſh _ 
ed to prevent it, by forbidding it utider the 


WE ; $2 1 Fo ; ? 1 
LC! er t p 1 F 
. in . 


Fa it e ls bath E che 
Roman laws (1) in the time of the emperors. 


Athly, But let us go no farther than your 
own religion, and your own country. When 
1 look over your treatiſes de droit criminel, I 
find in them decifions and rules, forms af 
proceeding and decrees on this ſubject. And 


* 


; . 


be n is general) | „ 
that this crime is to be puniſhed by the moſt 


cruel death in uſe amongſt. you. Surely all 


's S 
0 . * 


r cot ined os 
_ But if we paſs from your treatiſes of civil 


is the paſſage which our authors have in view. See the F 
Civil Laws of Domat. Edit. 1 {od 9 A * A , ONES LED 
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the legiflator ſeems to juflify 
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moral. Thedlss ians, &c. row che letter of | 
Baſil to Am locking, down to the Eccle- 


_ faftical Lavi of Hericourt, and from the 


tax of the Roman Chancery Chamber, down 
to the Caſus reſervati, Which are rinted i in 
your laff forms of prayer -abrid; ed. And 
now you, a Frenchman and a Chrif jan, come 
and tell us that the Jewiſh nation was the 
only one in which this crime was prohibited. 
Truly you are but ill acquainted -with the 


.two kinds of SO TERS in your country! 


png 


From "what we have "reported of © your 
laws, we arg far from drawing ſuch. a con- 
eluſion as you do with regard to our fathers, 
that therefore this crime is common amongſt 
you. No, we ſee that this conſequence 


| would be unfair, and that a law which 


prohibits an infamous. crime, is by no means 


2 proof that this crime is common amofig the 


ple to whom this prohibition * is. given. 
Erbe drawing ſuch A concluſi 10A. from the 
prohibition given to the Jews, is ſhewing a 
Paley the more cruel, as 26 5 very law, 


s people, and 
on: to n 188 e nations. | 


- „ 5 7 * 4 S 
1 >; 3% 1 ; 3 * . r 1 
ks © E $$$ A be 1 1 * 9 


F % 
1 1 x x 


Whether * beer 7 the error bo the 
WER could be the cauſe of that Proneneſs, 
 aohich the author aſcribes'to them, towards theſe 
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trankgreſſ ns. That the. law which excepts 
marriageable women from maſſacres, does net 
1 5 W women were wanti ng in the voi Aer. 
hn e i eee e. 

23 here is 9 to JEL 5 "Me | 
the fatig ues and diſtreſſes whi F 2 7 wt es WT 
ed in the deſerts of Paran, Horeb, and Cades- 
| Barne, the female ſpecies may have failed to- 
tally. I. is clear that the eus muſt have 
wanted women, Jince they are always command- 
| 2 to Full every thing exce 7 marri ageable 00 

e Arabs, who full, inhabit part of thoſe 
4 2H always Ai late in the 1 2055 es which 
they. make with the caravans, that f I W 
Br them Na ageable. omen. 


e 's real bn to Kleve. Thus to Ebi 


a fact N would require the ſtrongeſt 
fab JON are reduced & beliefs. and Pro- 
| PAP And what, 11 Fenin too! 


We. 'canhiot deny. Shak. dur fathers | expe- . 


= ti ro and. 75 elſes bY 1 
Nets, Omplain ut 
as mi) beings a VET price har dſhips; 


& only s,, that; t 9 travelled four 


five. 7 5 leagues i orty years. | 
this fufficient to e female "Ppecres is 


tally fail? As to the wants which they exp. 
Wen ſeripture e us, that as ſoon as 


& "FM | 


1. 155 ot toe | fil ore 


"&& 
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became ur gent, God relieved them, 
| Wit a fatherly RT That providence 
ſupplied every "thin they needed. That they 
had a ſufficiency of food, raiment, and of 
every thing elſe. Nihil illis defuit, ſays your 
| Vulgate Verſion. Where then was this fatal 
and deſtructive PROM of * Kane talk 
ſo loud 


os 15 lar . the "ng at "I wel 
women, ſince they are always commanded to 
reſerve, &c. &c. It is not given to us, to 
ſee the juſtneſs of this concluſion. If the 
Jews were always commanded to ſpare mar- 
riageable women, this was not becauſe they 
wanted women, but becauſe there never are 
too many women where palygz == is * 
mitted, as it was among, our fath oh 


The example of the b 055 ich you 
produce in your | favout, proves I think 
directly againſt you. Pray, ſir, have the 
Atrabians no women, or have the fe fari gues 0; 

the 21/derneſs made the female jt al 

3 fail. amongſt them, eve 1 05 ey die 
for a gift of marriageable women. Ng cer- 
tainly, but the plurality of. wives, Which 
their law Murder has at all times, ren- 
dered the e e E amongt 
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For this ſame reaſon, permiſſion grant⸗ 
= to the Iſraelites, of mGrring marriageabie 


women, was not confined to that ſpace of 


time, in which they ſojourned in the wilder- 


neſs, but was extended to all times, although | 


probably they could not always be in want 
of women, by. reaſon. of - the aden . 1 
| n Nabe eee; r 7 


And when you. fps that it Was, 4 goo tied, 


2 


to the Mraelites, to kill every thing 


except marriageable women, you either err 


again, or you knowingly give your readers 


a a falſe idea of our laws. No, ſir, theſe ſan- 
inary orders were not always given us. 
e hall ſoon have occaſion (1) to prove 


prey to, you. And even when we were, on 


. oecaſions, ordered to kill all except 


N marriageable . women were not the 


(only ones — from the ſlaughter. The | 


ion comprehended all (2) Mai dens, 
reckoning. — their earlieſt years. Theſe 
words are by no means ſynonimpus z the 
one has * more extent than the 

3 bother, 


6105 TY _ this to gen. See beider Letters en the 


b law of the Fetus. A perpetual injunction, to ff 


every thing except marriageable women." We: do not un- 


derſtand Kir. de Voltaire. How can a man, he lobe, 


truth, propoſe coolly'i er ſo often depeus fuch falſe aſſer- 
tions! Edit. 1% l Two 7d bafDOlbetitoy. 5; 


41) All e LIP: A de Voltaire ſays 8 


place, that be eaſtom eee To ä | 


| maidens: Aut. 
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other, and it would Have” ben proper () 
not to confound be veg £9; 

Thus 8„ as at leaſt doubt! a ah bun 
text, which ſo far from proving that theſe 
crimes were common among the Hebrews, 
ſcarcely infers the exiſtenee of them, and, 
laſtly, a prohibition, the motive of Which, 
clearly expreſſed in the law, contradicts you 
inference from 1t. - *Theſ's _ 9 an 

a x ſhocking accuſation! ars 


Von muff bare — — to a 
ſelf, of the falſhood of thoſe imputations. 
You muſt have perceived it better than an 
one. But no matter, the Jews are Utteſte 
and they muſt be rendered odious, under 
the moſt trifling pretenees To ealummiate 
them is a pleaſure,” and the amuſement of 
your tender philoſophy. Alas, ſir, what de- 
ight can a feeling mind take in abuſing an 

unhappy nation! O apoſtle of toleration and 
e i ches kant You" . an. * 
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(2) Not to confound them. * but it was the illuſ- 
trious writer's intereſt to do it. He wanted to repreſent 
our fathers as Barbarians, and the proof becomes ſtronger 
by limiting the perſons to be ſpared; hen cities were 
ſtormed, to marriageable women. This limitation is 
falſe, contradicted by our ſacred writings, and by his 
pwn confeſſion,” But, true or falſe, every. a > is > wah 
hen the ous: are to * i 
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tice that univerſal benevolence which you 5 
A | 

It is tae, you a affeionately to your 
(1) countrymen, it is time that we ſhould d 
that odious cuſtom of calumniating all ſets, 
and inſulting all nations. We hope, fir, that 
you will vouchſafe to ſet them an example of 
this in your -new edition; and that by the 
help of more knowledge and leſs prejudice, | 
you will Pye: Slug to that truth ieh you 


love, 


We remain, &c. Gee, 


) 


WT r e See the Additions to the Uni« 
verſal er, Page 12. Aut. 
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Cont ntaining ſome OBSERVATIONS on the two 
Chapters of the TREATISE on ToLERA- 
T10N, which concern the Jews. . 
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IB any one on earth can wiſh well to To- 
leration, it muſt be. an unfortunate people, 
whoſe religion has expoſed them, for ſo many 
centuries to the moſt diſpi n 
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_ ſatis, Saracens, Chriſtians, Mahometans, every 
nation and ſect have ſucceſſively raiſed its 


fathers and ourſelyes, me: 


and moſt cruel perſecution, | Romans, Per- 


arm againſt us, and from the Nile to the Viſ- 
tula, from the Tagus to the Euphrates, every 
country has ſeen our blood flowing. Muſt not 


thoſe who have been ſo often the melancholy 


victims of ſuperſtition deteſt its fury ? 


We are very far then, Sir, from condemn- 
ing. thoſe principles of univerſal toleration 
which are ſcattered thro' your treatiſe; * On 
the contrary, thoſe very principles, that ſpirit 
of indulgence which runs through it, thoſe 
mild' counſels which you give to rulers, en- 
dear it to us, and make us fond of it, and 
eager to read it, notwithſtanding the invec- 
tives which you throw out in it againſt our 


— 


Neither the violence of your ptejudices, 


nor the obſtinacy of your hatred, ſhall make 


us loſe ſight of juſtice. We freely acknow- 
ledge that your work diſplays, in ſome parts, 
the colouring of a great maſter, and the wiſe 


views of a philoſopher, who is a friend to 


human nature. Who can read without tears 
the fatal ſtory which gave (1) birth to your 
W504 Bows Ao 1 5 anc treatiſe! 


© 1-0] 3 DU e 117% 

(1) Gave birth ts your treatiſe. The proteAibh which 
Mr. de Voltaire has given to che nne ent und unfortu- 
nate family in: ueſtion, hom he has ſupported by bis 


bus | credit, 


2 . N ; 
n 


21471 in Jews. Us, 


treatiſe? Or who can view without horrot 
the pictures o draw in it of fanaticiſm! S5 


all Aflallinations, maſſacres, bloody Wars 
"hich this monſter has produced i in your own 
cat, and in the reft of the world! What 

a pity it 18, that fo intereſting! 2 ſubject can- 
not come Fenske the reader, without à mixed 
crowd of reflections foreign to the eee 
doubtful facts, of confuſed. ideas, and gr 
errors, which one ea avoid 3 * 
on as voluntary?” eee 


! 
4 


It is the Province & men of iti; ig of 
Chriſtians, to point out thoſe” errors which 
may be found in this Work concerning the 


Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, the Chriſtians 


and their martyrs, even 3 the hift6- 


ont 


5 of your own count. e 


os 1153 if 28 24 4 N $3884. 555 tach £5 3 7112 "FF 


But there are two cha in it which; al 


1 5 they ate far below the reſt Of the work, 


5 deſerve 4 particular attention from us. 
ey are thoſe in which yo ſtrive to ptove a 
toleratiofl y the example of the Jewiln nation. 
We have found fo 1.70 miſtakes in them, or 
rather ( 70 Word eſcapes us) fo many falſe- 


hoods' every ind, TIER objects which 
| >} TH | er Ell 4 FITIHEF I ar 10 eannot 


| crete; TP defended by his eloquent writings, is a 3 
paſſage in the life of this illuſtrious writer, and his higheſt 


triumph. None can join more fincerely in the univerſal 


| applauſe dve to him than we do. Hg was the firſt who Y 


raiſed his voice in the favour of innocence. Aut. 
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intereſt, but al 
and we do not by any means attack the prin- 
cCiple of toleration. We only mean to thew | 


our firſt 3 
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2 


cannot 8 indifferent to us, that we * 
thought ourſelves under a neceſſity of an- 
ſwering them. This ſhall be ol aden of of 
me ſecond part of WG letters. 


We cannot 1905 on © this too. has uy 


are enemies to 5 not only Foe 
o by character and principle, 


you that you give bad proofs. of 1 it. This i 1 


* 


But whoever will "a." over your: FUE | MM 


ters, with any degree of attention, will per- 
ceive,. that beſides the end which you. openly 
profeſs, you have another in view, which 
though not leſs apparent, is not leſs real. You 


want to bring under this head, as well as you 
can, a heap of little cavils againſt our ſacred 
writings, - Which you ſqueeze in right or 


wrong. As theſe. ſmall criticiſms, collected 


out of Bolingbroke, Morgan, Tindal, &c. 


(who, 8 bortowed theſe from others) 


are your chief ſtudy; we ſhall conſider them 
with proper attention. As vou are never 


weary. of repeating them, we muſt not be 
weary of anſwering them. This is is our ſecond 

n in view. 
- Ne give you this ene in © Gncerity, 
85 it n us much to attack a writer whom 
we 
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Confiderations in the Ritual ans ofthe Jews. 
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Uno DE R pretence of nk metho- 
dically, in you pea of ro your begin, Sir, 
by ſome preliminary veſtec tions on our divine 
law. You artfully take this occaſion of cen- 
ſuring it. We ſhall take this opportunity of 
defending it. By what we fhall ſay, you will 
be enabled to ſee how JR eg criticiſms 
are. 


| 5 


Whether it is inconcei able that God Shin uld 
* given more commands to Moſes than to 
| ras and more to Abraham than to Noah. 


You begin by one on thoſe 0 ſtrokes 
which you look upon as victorious reaſoning, 


with a view to throw a general doubt on the 


9 of our legiſlation. Let us not pre- 
* ſame to enquire here, you ſay, why it 
pleaſed God to ſubſtitute a new law in the 


e plabe of that which he had given to Moſes, 


1 — why he gave more commands to Moſes 
than to the patriarch Abraham, and more 
to Abraham than to Noah. In this he ſeems 
460 Have accommodated: himſelf to TS 
(e an 


— 


. 
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a and to the ſtate of RR amongſt the 
„inhabitants of the earth. This 1 is a grada- 
tion of paternal _ But theſe are E epths 
too great for our weak. faculties to Fin 
« I ſhall therefore confine ts 15 76 * 

4 bounds of m net \ kn 


You e babe done well . r, 771 con- 
fine yourſelf to it. It was an intereſtin ſub- | 
ject, 2 of the whole attention 05 5 your 
readers. Why would you make them loſe 
ſight of it — e that bevy no rela- 
tion to ij 


% 8 3 ; 3 ; 4 I 
13 +5 2 9 73 bl (4 #3 _ 11 


EL 


. * you * not TAP? 8 us 
that we 10uld undertake to. prove that a 
new law has been. ſubſtituted in x #4 of the 
Moſaick. This 1 is not one of. 8 tenets 15 
our faith. We are highly pleaſed to find ſuch 
a learned N as you forming 1 
1 = this eo 1 18 khr nk. 


2 more "than Noah. .. yn? 12 a. cg ED ; | 
Your: 1 ize, Sir, ED 5 50 ir. nat | 
attending 7 point, that the ances 


in e Abraham found himſel aa very 
different from thoſe of Noah; and. that the 
ſituation of Moſes differed from 6, of 
ADAMS. Noah * his e ae 


A+ St He Sm = 4 ne ia 


1 
'% 
"4 
. 
\ 


% Lr ran of 


perſons ſaved after the flood, were in no need 


of particular rites. to diſtinguiſh them from 
other men who no longer exiſted. And Moſes 
who had the government of an immenſe peo- 
ple on his hands, not like Abraham, the ma- 


nagement of a ſingle family, neceſſarily 
wanted more laws. Is it therefore ſo hard 

to conceive that new eircumſtances muſt 
have required new. laws, and new wants 
called for new helps? Was it neceſſary that 
God, in order to appear to you to act rea- 
ſonably, ſhould give a rite to Noah which 
was the token of his alliance with Abraham ? 


Or, that he ſhould give to Abraham thoſe 
laws which were intended for the govern- 
ment of a nation which did not then exiſt ? 
If theſe arg the depths which your weak facul- 


tie es cannot Jothom,. they are weak indeed! 
„n ou bold, that God carinot com- 


FW kr or that when he does, he cannot ac- 
2 commodate himſelf” to the particular times 
and wants'of his creatures. That when he 
declares his will, he muſt do it without * 
ſerve. That be is not at liberty to keep 


ſtore, for future circumſtances, hopes hy 


after to be given, and commands hereafter to 


be romulged. And that he cannot enjoin or 


forbid things which, although in themſelves 


indifferent, might” become uſeful or hurtful 


according to circumſtances. 'Thefe affertions, 


| which contradict the nen belief of ro 
| In 
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Kit ought to be proved before they a are c cre- 
| dited; and Jolla are not ee £5 Bien 


Entlaivou: r, Sir; to dee Gi 1 8 1 
We pledge ourſelves to anſwer them; but we 
give you this fair notice, repeat not thoſe, of 
Tindal. The empty reaſonings of that deiſt, 
which were at firſl diſplayed with 0. much 
confidence, have been completely anſwered 
by his learned countrymen, Foſter, Leland, 
Cay &c. &. Something more ſolid 
muſt wr age be EN ann | 


, He «$4 
: 0118 1 : 


"Wh 
N * 
9 4 $ i; #*\ i * 
» n 7 > oo. Kt 11 1 13 
8 < 


Kale ide wha 5 1 8 * th cold 
give. 18 . 155 Kas law among the, [BSD 


a But, you Hh if God, after having) given 
« Jaws can add new ones to them, ſurely he 
can add none but ſuch as are worthy of 
him. Now is that which is called the di- 

vine law of the Jews worthy of God dP! Is it 

„worthy of a divine legiſlator ?? 

This might be doubted, if we were Ba 
judge of it according to the idea, you form to 
yourſelf of it, or rather according to the idea 
which you would OP. on TOR readers. 
But is thus idea Jets. e 


5 By: the divities Jaw 1 underlend you 
* ſay, thoſe laws e e FFF. VER, by 


Oz- God 


— 


r 


—— : — — 
* 


nr e 
* God himſelf. He ordained that the Jews 


„ ſhould eat a lamb dreſſed with lettuce, and 


* ſtanding with a ſtaff in their hands in re- 
% membrance of the Paſſover: That the 


conſecration of the high-prieſt ſhould be 


„performed by touching the tip of his right 
ear, his right hand, and his right foot with 
* blood. Theſe are to us extraordinary cuſ- 
4 toms, but not ſo to antiquity. He alſo 
* forbad eating all fiſh without ſcales, ſwine, 

* hare, hedge-hog, griffins, ixions, &c. 


_< He alſo inſtituted their feaſts and cere- 
“ monies. All thoſe things which ſeemed ar- 
* bitrary to other nations, and ſubject to po- 
“ ſitive law and cuſtom, when commanded 


by God himſelf, became to the Jews a di- 


vine law, (1) juſt as Whatever Jeſus 


I (1) To the Fews a divine law. Mr. de Voltaire 


ſeems to make an oppoſition between the divine and the 
Poſitive law. This is a miſtake. The divine law of the 
Jews is diſtinguiſhed into divine natural law, which com- 
prehends the moral laws, founded in the nature of things, 
and into divine poſitive law which comprehends the ce- 
remonial laws, the laws of civil polity, &c. which are 
founded merely on the good will and pleaſure of God. 
He ſeems alſo, as well as Tindal, to confound: poſitive 
with arbitrary laws, and to underſtand, as he does, by 
arbitrary laws, laws of mere caprice, and which have 
no motive nor reaſonable object. In this cafe both he 
and Tindal are miſtaken. Poſitive laws are thoſe which 
kd or command things in their nature indifferent; 

ut things in themſelves indifferent, may be commanded 
or prohibited in certain circumſtances, for wiſe vie ws, 


and reaſor able motives. Edit. 


ER TAI R JEW : 245. 
45 1 the Son of Mary and the Son of 
0 ec has com Fol 51820 06 © 050g Jaye? 


Thus Sir 65 you deſcribe our divine law. 
This whole legiſlation, the 8 of reſpect 
for ſo. many ages, is nothing, ; according to 
you, but an heap of vain obſervances and 
ſuperſtitious, — Such is the picture 
you give of them, ſimilar in this 2 
the work of thoſe ill-natured painters = 
employ the art of profile with no other view 
than to repreſent the object —_ hate on the 
moſt unfavourable fide. 


"hs + are theſe ritual laws, 2 you 
quote only the divine law of the Jews? 
Are they the principal and moſt eſſential parts 
of it? Gur prophets every where ſay the con- 
trary. The decalogue, that moſt. excellent 
compendium of morality, and ſo many other 
admirable precepts on the duties of man to- 
wards God, towards himſelf, and towards 
his fellowy- creatures, are the foundation and 
firſt part of this law; and whatever wiſe rules 
are given for external worſhip, and for every 
thing that concerns it, on the authority of 
magiſtrates, on inheritances and ſuits, trials, 
on the manner of making peace or war, &c. 
in a word, on the whole adminiſtration, ec- 
cleſiaſtical, civil, and political, theſe are the 
ſecond. part. Vou preſent us with an inade- 
quate and falſe idea of our e law, when 
1057 23 you 
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vou confine it to rites and ceremonies, juſt 
as if you ſaid that to dip in water, or to — 
water on the head was the divine law of 
Chriſtians; or, as if ! in order to point out 
Mr. de Voltaire, we were to ſay the author 
of Zulima or Olympia, not the author of the 
Henriade or of Zara. If we acted in this man- 
ner, Sir, would our proceeding look impar- 
tial? And would you not Bod) in it tere ma- 
lice than candour? . a 


Vain efforts of the critt nil 2 1 the ri- 
tual laus of the Jes ridiculous. The eating 
eb the + wud Jab. T7 me 12 8 07 Si the 


You' are not | fatidfied td Big a RY 
idea of our divine a ws,” You vows. ps to ri- 
dicule er. © & = | Oſt 7 9 e 

Our rites beck 10 you e en cuſ- 
toms, Are you then one of thoſe fimple peo- 

e who, never having gone from home, 
think all foreign cuſtoms odd? Or who, con- 


fined within the narrow circle of their own 
time, deem nothing reaſonable "but what is 


like the preſent things? The cuſtom of eat- 

ing the paſchal lamb, ſtanding, with à ſtick 

in the hand, appears ſtrange to you; but 

could there be any R better adapted Zur 
4 : | r 
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recal to the minds of the Hebrews, their. de- 
parture out of 455 any An nders which 
(2) e ene 17 2 SLA NTES!7 55 4 It 2 0 "OY 


2 £ F iS . 
721 1 + * #<#% 


8 3 matters it, 1 pray Jop, mhatber 


an high prieſt is conſecrated by putting blood 


on his right ear, or hy pouring oil on his 
hands? All They. are eſſentially equal It is 


the ſanctity of religion which imprints an 


auguſt character on them. To be offended ; 


at theſe, cuſtoms, of an ancient people, to find 


theſe, uſages, extraordinary is to imitate a 
child who is frightened, or a coxcomb who 


gives a ſmile of ace pf © Weit dels! 
4 1387 2 78 rm} 3316 1 17101 10 10 74 2 73 
; — 


Auma. forbidden to the <p e for 
2 ra ene te loc 
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Wy. God. you. 60 bee aba caring 
« fiſhes without ales f ee _ hedge- 
8 hogs, owls, K 1s -vmot 165 5c Wee, ELIT 
31 faut, H 3 ISR 1 05 1 
Well, Sir, ht is thee aue in th th 
that unmholeſome ſhould have = 
ent! r 8 0) TINY 
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We Wijh TORO it. This tie; "peculiar to the 
Jewiſn nation, the inſtitution. of which, went as far. back 
as the time of their departure, is an inconteſtible proof 
of thoſe facts of which it recals the memory. This 


cuſtom. then v was Wile, Ae LS * e A. 
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| * wiſe laws, and that other kinds 


of it, which might appear ng to-certain 
nations, ſhould have been idden for par- 
ticular reaſons, which, when declared, muſt 


___ latisfactory ? 2 wi * 140. 21 | BID 0 : 


Tee lw forbad us 11000 eat e di, 
birds of prey; add to this, various kinds of 


bocufts: rats, lizarth, ſerpents, &cc. c. | You 


are amazed at the prohibitions, Sir, but 
your amazement” would ceaſe if you would 
recollect that it was uſtal then as well as 
OW. C Y to feet on certain kinds of 
locüfts in that country; but that in the 
e * our forefathers ſome ſavage nations 
| * | did 

{x72 feed on . kinds af locuſts. Locuſts 
de ly ſerve etve lor food in Europe, Auer are too 
ſmall, — too poor. Thoſe of the eaſt, being larger, 
can give better nouriſhment. In Paleſtine, Arabia, — 
the neighbou ing countries, various kinds of them are 
now Eater!:” They ſalt arc preſerve them.” "They, are 
ſeryed up fried, or in Tü gouf. Br. Shaw relates in his 
voyages, that he eat ſome of them fried in Barbary, 
and that they taſted much like lobſters. In 1693, ſhoals 
of Them. e eared in Germany, which did-much hurt in 
Places” A certaiti Jew told-the celebrated Ludolph 

= — — >thoſe of judea. This learned 


man vemured to eat of them with his whole family, and 
found the ſame taſte in them that Shaw did. 


Locuſts were in ancient times an approved food, 


and commonly uſed by the Ethiopians, the Ly bians, 
the Parthians, and the other nations of the eaſt which 


ſurrounded the Jews. The teſtimonies of Diodorus Si- 
culus, Ariſtotle, Pliny, &c. leave no room for doubt. 
John the Baptiſt liv on them in the wikkerivels.” See 
We & c. Edit. 
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did eat every kind of theſe without diſtinction; 
that even thoſe animals that live on carrion, 
(1) lizards, field- mice, were uſed by them 
for food. That not only the Pſyllas, but 
other Arabians did eat, and ſtill do eat (2) ſer- 
pents and vipers, and that even in ſome very 
liſhed parts of Europe, are the raven and 
the ſnake-diſhes (3) not totally unuſed. What, 
Sir, do you blame our legiſlator for havin; 
forbidden his people to uſe this vile and dan- 
gerous food, and for having pointed out to 
them more convenient and wholeſome nou- 
rihmabath Hoo Dars 


"tain Of Lions and Griffins. 
Among the birds of prey that are forbid- 


den, you mention Irions and Griffins. Is 
this done in order to confound the (4) heron 
.) Lizards, field- mice. Theſe animals ate ſtill uſed 
for food in Arabia. See the voyages of Haſlelquiſt, 
ud © d © onde oo one ei 2, 
(2) Serpents and vipers. See the voyages of Haſſel- 
quiſt. Aut. | N 

(3) Not totally unuſed. It is ſaid that they are uſed 
for food in ſome provinces of France. Aut. 
(4) The beron and the lapwing. It is very clear that 
Moſes does not ſpeak here of imaginary beings, but of 
birds of prey well known in his time. Yet it would be 
hard to tell exactly what kinds of birds of prey are meant 
by the Hebrew words which we read in Leviticus, The 


Lari Ss 


and the lapwing with thoſe imaginary ani- 
mals which never exiſted but in the heads of 
poets and painters? This is indeed an happy 
expedient for throwing our divine law into 
ridicule ! However we doubt of its ſucceſs 
with learned readers. They well know the 
value of thoſe pieces of raillery, which are 
founded merely on the obſcurity of ne 
aal f one 16 ancient cuſtoms. 


in — *. 5 


If our 8 were ordered not to eat fiſh 
without ſcales, we do not think they had any 
reaſon to regret it. It is well known that 
in the caſt eſpecially, this kind of fiſh is nei- 
ther clean nor wholeſome ; that they always 
lie in heated mud, and that they are 1 
e and (1) hard of digeſtion. 


en do not approve the prohibition of the 
hare neither. Perhaps you are fond of it, 
chere are not ** "WE muſt not As about 
3 1755 1 ANTS. 


e! may be l great dee of the un 
and reptiles which are mentioned in this chapter. Edit. 

- (1). Hard of digeſtion. Some ancient writers aſſure us 
that the Egyptians eat no fiſh without ſcales ;_ and Gro- 
tius obſerves that Numa had forbid them to be uſed in 
the repaſts which were given in honour of the gods. 
See the notes of this learned man on Leviticus, Edit. 
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taſtes.” But do you not know that ſome 
_ meats may be moſt excellent and deſirable in 
one country, and not ſo in another? How 
can you te | whether 3 in hot countries the hare 
has that pleaſing flavour which you admire? 
The fleſh'of it, which there muſt be more 
black and coarſe; might not have been a 
able to the inhabitants of Paleſtine and — | 
neighbours. | We have the more reaſon to 
believe this, becauſe to this day the Egyp- 
tians and Arabians do not eſteem it at all, as 
(1) Haſſelquiſt tells us. They leave thoſe 
animals, ſays this learned traveller, in perfect 
peace which are ſo much harraſſed in the reſt 
of the world. The legiſlator therefore only 
prohibited a' kind of food which was in no 
eſteem. Is there any room for aſtoniſhment 
in this? | 5 . 


| Perhaps too you 54 fine 5. fleſh BOW 
and wholeſome ; but many, even among 
Chriſtians, think otherwiſe, and look- upon 
it as food hard of digeſtion. This is not all; 
this animal is ſubje& to a contagious: diſtem- 
79 which was formerly very common in Pa- 
tine, and the neighbourhood. For this very 
deen Rn ancERarS,, mag brought the le- 


02 2 | 


050 A: Ha 110 WO) tells us. > Yes his voyages. Tt has 
been obſerved alſo that the ancient Britons did not eat 
hare, Leporem guſtare fas 3 non putant, ſays Cæſar, de Bello 
Gallico, lib. 5. This is the learned Spencer*s obſervation 
in his Treatiſe of the Ritual Laws of the Hebrews. Aur. 
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proſy ck with them in their expeditions to 
the Holy Land, forbad ſwine's fleſh to be 
fold in the markets, except the . beaſt had 
been inſpected by officers, (1) called experts, 
who were appointed for this purpoſe.  Laſt- 


ly, even the filthineſs of this quadruped was 


fufficient to give a diſtaſte for it. And 


| 2 to this the Egyptians, Arabians, 


moſt all nations, from Ethiopia to India, 
(2) abhorred it. How much more muſt a 
people have deteſted it, to whom the law 
recommends ſo ſtrongly cleanlineſs and pu- 
rity, even in externals.. In ſhort, ſwine's 
fleſh is hard of digeſtion, it is ſubject to the 
leproſy; ſwine is the moſt filthy of Animals. 
Thet heſe re es thus we think, cauſes 
| ſufficient 


(1) Called experts. "5 is ſaid that theſe experts, whoſe 
offices ſtill exiſt, were appointed 'under the title of coun- 
feltors of the king, inſpectors of fwines tongues. For it is 
the tongues, of theſe animals which are to be inſpected. 
When ulcers or white bliſters appear on it, they judge 
them to be leptous, and the people are forbid to expoſe 
them to ſale. See le Traite de la Police, par k Commiſ- 


faire Lamare. Aut. 


(2) Aborred it. The averſion of the en ſor 
ſwine went ſo far, as Herodotus relates, that if a man 
had touched, even by chance, one of thole animals, he 
went directly and plunged into the Nile without undreſſ- 
ing. The greateſt part of thoſe nations, Egyptians, 
Arabians, Indians, ſtill preſerve the ſame abhorrence. 
Mahomet did not forbid, in very ſtrong terms, ſwine's 
fleſh, and yet the Mahometans ore where. deteſt it. 
See Chais. i Aul. | ' 
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Pas . motives for the fran bin, on oa all 
theſe Animals. 


The feavindh or lohinefs the pe, or 
ſalubrity of certain foods, were, no doubt, 
ſufficient motives to a wiſe legiſlator, for 
prohibiting or permitting them; but Moſes 
| had ſtill more important reaſons for doing it, 
and which had a cloſer connexwn with the 
end which he propoſed to himſelf, in the 
| eſtabliſhment of. ls F. 


a 


(1) For baniſhing it from our tables. In Arabia, &c. 
ſays Mr. de Boulainvilliers, the faltneſs of water and 
| food, cauſes the inhabitants to be much given to. erupti- 
ons. Therefore the law which forbad eating ſwine's 
fleſh was a good law for thoſe nations. Sanctorius has 
obſerved that ſwine's fleſh which is eaten, perſpires but 
little, and that this food beſi 3 the perſpiration 
of other aliments. He has found the diminution to 
amount to one third. It is well known too, that the 
want of perſpiration creates or inflames cutaneous diſ- 
tempers. Therefore ſwine's fleſh ought to be prohibit- 
ed in thoſeclimates, that are ſubject to theſe diſtempers, 
ſuch as Paleſtine, Arabia, Egypt and Lybia, &c. This 
is the obſervation of Mr. de Monteſquieu, Spirit of Laws, 


© Vol. 2. At. 


Mr. de. Voltaire ſays himſelf, that Paleſtine is a le- 
prous country, in which Swine's fleſh is almoſt poiſon. 
Can he think it extraordinary, that we ſhould be forbid - 
den to uſe it? Dict. Philoſ. Article, Monteſq. Edit. 
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© Moſt nations, at that time, uſed or ab- 
ſtained from certain aliments, rather from 
religious prejudices and vain ſuperſtition, 
than from barbariſm and rudeneſs of man- 
ners. Thus the Syrians, or at leaſt their 
prieſts, (1) never eat fiſn. The Egyptians nei- 
ther fiſh nor birds of prey, nor any of thoſe 
quadrupeds which divided not the hoof, and 
the Phenicians neither pigeons (2) nor doves. 
The ancient Zabians, abſtained likewiſe 
from various animals, becauſe they thought 
them particularly conſecrated to the ſeveral 
Heavenly bodies which they worſhipped, and 
| becauſe they made uſe of them in their (3) 
divinations. Moſes meant to prevent theſe 
abuſes, when he eſtabliſhed the diſtinction of 
food upon different principles. 
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The ſecond motive for theſe prohibitions 
was to diſtinguiſh and to ſeparate by them 
the Hebrews from all other nations, to im- 
print continually on their minds, by this diſ- 
tinction, their particular conſecration unto 

the Lord, and, forgive us this piece of vanity, 
for it is well founded, their 1 


(1) Never eat fiſh. Some of thoſe nations worſhip- 

ped their Gods under this form. Hut. 

- (2) Ner Doves. They thought their goddeſs had ap- 
peared under the form of a dove. Hut. | 

(] Divinations. With a view to theſe ſuperſtitions 

of Pagans, in diſtinguiſhing meats, one of the Chriſtian 

apoſtles calls this diſtinction, a doctrine of devils, Edit. 
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leaſt in point of worſhip, over all other na- 
tions of that time. This motive is certain, 
being clearly expreſſed in the law: (1) And 
ye ſhall be holy unto me, for I the Lord, am hohy, 
and have ſevered you from other people, that ye 
ſhould be mine. Ye ſhall therefore put difference 
between clean beaſts and unclean, and between 
unclean fowls and clean. And ye ſhall be boly 
men unto me, neither ſhall ye eat any fleſh that 
is torn of beaſts in the field. Ye ſhall caſt it to 
the dogs. As if he had ſaid to them, accord 
ing to the obſervation of a (2) learned com- 
mentator, You are a choſen people, wholly 
* conſecrated to my glory, ule no food but 
« what is ſuitable to your dignity. Know 
« yourſelves, and make all nations know by 
the purity and innocence of your food, 
that you belong to an holy and pure God,” 


We think, fir, that there is nothing in 

theſe motives that can degrade our nation, 
or derogate from the divine prudence of its 

% ie riot rod bed ods 


(1) And ye ſball be holy, See [Leviticus ch. 20. and 
Exodus. 22 3 . 
(2) A learned Commentator, Mr. Chais. This learned 
Clergyman has comprized in his comment, the beſt 
things the Engliſn writers have ſaid. on the Pentateuch. 
” e have made great uſe of his comment in this letter. 


ern 


48 


Of ſme hen: Ritual a Laws, and the mots ves 
of them. e 


Even, if after ſo many ages, the motives of 
all our ritual laws were unknown, yet the 
_ admirable wiſdom of our legiſlator, exempli- 
fied in ſo many inſtances, would give us 
good grounds to ſuppoſe that he had very 
ſtrong reaſons for appointing them, reaſons 
worthy of himſelf, and of the I of God 
vrhich directed him. 25 


But we are not reduced to this, with reſ- 
2 to the greateſt part of our laws. Many 
earned Jews and Chriſtians have ſhewn the 
end and uſe of them, with regard to the 
times and places in which our fathers lived. 
Some of them were condeſcenſions which 
the Lord deigned to ſhew towards a people, 
who had been long habituated to the cuſtoms 
of Egypt. Hence the majeſtick apparatus 
of the tabernacle, that multitude ſacri- 
fices, thoſe pompous ceremonies to which 
the patriarchs were ſtrangers, and which 
formed part of our worſhip. Others were 
intended to give the Hebrews an inſurmount- 
able averſion, for the barbarous rites, and 
abominable ſuperſtitions of their neighbours. 
Hence ow prohibitions, againſt 1 
eir 
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their children (1) paſs through the fire, 
in (2) ſtigmatizing themſelves; (3) againſt 

ſlaſhing their. bodies with knives, or cuttin 

their hair (4) in a certain form, — hy 


een near . 7 5 Se 2 


S 


444114 * 


Pa s thro 6 fre. © This, 1 oh. ene th the 
ky, 5 of Moloch. They. aſſed 9 the fite 
355 10 honour of 7 Apollo. 1 1 fays Aruns, in thi 
Enrid 11077 ee 
* Auen pr * c olimus, ei fend * acervo 


N 2 ae 55 pietate, per leren, 
lores aha Prem 5 veftigia Print. "Edit. 


l. 'd en themſelves.” It. was the cuſtont of 
certain dolaters to imprint on 7 din various figures 
and charatters in honour of their Ant. 

ET Nad "their ates BK The prieſts 
of k at nid to: e e of: . 

ellona, Iſis, & c. cut t ves with ni A 
nerals, whether to appeal e infernal 4 or no 25 
honour to the dead, by expreſſing ſtrong grief, the wo- 
men eſpecially, tore themſelves and cut the ſkin of their 
arms and breaſts. _ Theſe mad expreſſions of grief were 
forbidden at Athens and Rome by expreſs laws. Mulięres 
og ne radunto, ſays the A of the twelye tables. 

„ 

(4) In a ts form. i. e. in a round form, this was 
another | ſuperſtitious cuſtom of ſome nations near. Paleſ- 
tine. Aut. | 

5) Near „ e tells us chat the ancient 
Zabians, eat the fleſh. of victims near thoſe pits, Where 
they received their blood, in order to "hel it in 

& 


ſome magical operations. dee 6e treatiſe cal More 
Nevochim, Aut. 
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the high places, or (1) planting groves near 


Tpheſe laws were intended to fix laſting 


traces on their minds, of the wonders which 
| God had worked for them, to perpetuate 


from generation to generation, the memory 
of theſe great events, and to evidence the 
truth of them to the whole earth, even down 
to our times. And this was the chief mo- 
tive for inſtituting the redemption of the 
firſt born, the olbring of the firſt fruits, 
and of moſt of our ' feſtivals, &c. &c. 
Thoſe laws, like ſo many emblems and 
uſeful parables, contained, at the bottom, 


admirable inſtruction. Thus the neceſſity of 


intimated to them the ſtill more binding 


gave themſelves up in them to the ſuperſtitions and 
irregularities which attended idolatrous worſhip. Edit. 


ng laws flowed from the (1) legiſlator's 
wiſe policy, who wanted to attach the He- 
brews to the land which God had given 
them. To make them love its products, ws 
to extirpate for ever from their hearts 3 
wiſh to return into Egypt. Hen 
laws which preſcribed the uſe of oil in their 
ſacrifices,” | which Egypt does not 
and of wine, which the e ces al Nene; 
hence the prohibition to eat the lamb ori the. 
kid boiled in oh, as RR: Hans that 
(3) had mo oil. PEO | Wilde 
lt 
0 en are Grands 548 WI which ſeem, 
to have been ſpecially intended to ſetve for 
ſtanding palpable Ou: Si the. continual 
bee n W his people, and a 


| a] R 2 TOW OF. 15 elt the 


5 The te 5 wiſe 17 «ig deſign of b Me ſes 
was to keep the Iſraelites fhat Is between Libanus, the 
Euphrates and Egypt. This left them à country of tea · 
ſonable extent, where it would have been difficult to go 


Thi attack, pions rt: 'A wiſe policy and full of | moderation. 


(2) 75% KEgy bans abbitredi See in the Memoirs of the 
Academy of: e B. gi A uf e ee by Mr. de 
Michaelis, 5 bu legibus Paleſtipam populo Uruelitico 


caram fadturis.- Hy 

(3) Had Spe Dr. n Tas: diſcovered" again 
the cuſtom of® eating the lamb and the kid boiled in 
water and ſour milk, among the Arabians, which Moſes 
forbids in this jaw. We muſt obſerve that the law was 
conceived in theſe terms. Thou ſhalt not eat the kid, 
or the lamb, in the milk of his mother. This was at 
once a ſtroke of policy, and a AR pf Mooney, 45. 
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the dine mifſivi of the —"—_— +l, 
ambis'6thers, - was the lav, enactifig that 
the lands ſhõuld reſt during the? ſabbatical 
year; à remarkable and ſingular law, and 
whiely could ſeartelyeome into the legiſlator's 
mind by natural means. Iti muſt have been 
founded on the bertainty Re nad, that every 
ſixth year would Produpe äbufndantly enough 
for-the''three" following, - Without this Mofes 
would have run a alle of loſing all his people 
by famihe, and of drawing upon his memory 
publick curſes. Now from wlom could this 
aſſurance come, but from God? Can we 
conetivei that Vioſes would have ventured to 
enact” ſueh a Aw, if ne Had bern only a 

egillator? But what would have 


Berherxhe height of madneſs in a politician, 


corifined to worldly views, is an evidence 
that his commiſſion was. from heayen, and 
that the God, whole ſervant he called him- 
ſelf, continually (x) watched. over Aſrael, | 


"Out Ritual K hel” Whit" 5ott ek 
vr as whimſical, did not ſpring from ca- 
They were (2) poſitive laws, but yet 
Pounded in Teen, fd Wale # particular 
motive, altho' the diſtance. of ſo many apes 
prevents us from knowing th all „ 
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one. muſt be added, . which Zh, ops. wat 1H I 

| ſufficient to, juſtify: the wiſdom 1 theſe ex- 
traordinary inſtitutions. "hey al tended | to 
one common end, worthy of a great legiſlator. 
This end of his ng to. enſure ie, W ar 
of 1055 ante 1558 IS of their wor- 
all che revo ops of time, 


1 this Rr it was: MODEL to attach 

* ge NETS, | Fong to their religion; 
and this he d effect | 

: . of obſerx 


many rites, 1 men more 5 than 
one that has fewer. The things \ which'we 
« are continually doing become very dear to 
+ us. Hence, he obſerves, - the tenactous: 0b/ti- 
* nacy” of the Tews.” This is a eonſidera- 
ion truly philoſophical,” which” Moſes” had 
before him, and we are mucl ſurprized that 
a man of your ſagacity did not catoh OE 


Nite 70 ett 


In Wr to attain mote certainly to this 
end, it was neceffary beſides, to keep. all the 
r of the nation — united to- 


R 1 K3 WIT. * . 
3 N Xo 
* 


82 L . T 1 | E 1 3 © IJ £4 5 


gether, and ſeparate from every other. Now 
what could more effectually do this, than 
thoſe extraordinary obſervances and various 
rites, which differed from thoſe of other 
nations, or were diametrically oppoſite to 
their cuſtoms? Even in the opinion of Hea- 
thens this was a mark of diſlinction between 
them and us, and a barrier which (1) divi- 
ded us from them at all time. 


1 
: ky > » 
. 4 4 


Ves, ſir, if the perſeverance of the Jewiſh 
nation in the ſame worſhip, if their exiſtence 
after ſo many revolutions and cataſtrophes, 
can be accounted for by human reaſon, to 
theſe inſtitutions they are due. By the ob- 
ſervance of theſe rites the Hebrews have 
formed, do form, and will form, until the 
accom pliſh ment 'of the prophecies, / a nation 


(i) Divided us from them: at all times. - Ancient legi- 
ſlators, eſpecially: the Egyptians, looked upon the too 
free communication of their people with. ſtrangers, as 
one of the principal cauſes of the corruption of their mo- 
rals, and of their diſregard of the cuſtoms and laws of 
their on country. Particular rites, abſtinence from 
certain meats, &c. might prevent this communication. 
I like not ta live vbith youf Egyptians, ſays a ſoldier in a 
Greek comick writer, 4 Jove-pork, and theſe people eat 
none. Perhaps Moſes borrowed: this piece of policy from 
them, of which he made a better uſe than they did, 
and which he turned to better adyantage. It ſucceeded 
with him. The ſeparation from YO RT 107 the au- 
thor of the Spirit of Laws, is the preſervation/of morals, 
It ſeems as if this illuſtrious writer had reflected much. 
more on legiſlation, than Mr. de Voltaire. Edit. 
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apart, and by this, in ſpite of their captivities, _ 
diſperſions and miſeries, they triumph over 
time, whilſt the moſt powerful and wiſeſt 
nations have diſappeared off the face of the 


Such is the end and general utility of thoſe 
rites which you condemn ſo raſhly. Are 
theſe ridiculous views, abſurd policy and 
weak projects? The Jewiſh legiſlator was 

better acquainted with the heart of man than 
you, ſir, and with the neceſſity which all 
religious and civil ſocieties are in of external 
bonds of union. To ſpeak of him merely as 
a man, and to judge of you by your criti- 
ciſms, altho we ſhould allow you to be a 
great philoſopher, and a perſon of fine taſte, 
you would have been in his place a weak 
politician, and a yery poor legiſlator. Your 
nation, your religion, and your laws, would 
long ago have (1) come to an end. 


- : * - 8 
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(1) Come to an end. We think that the authors of 
theſe letters have proved ſatisfactorily the wiſdom of 
the Ritual Laws of Moſes, but the immutability, or, as 
the Rabbies ſay, the eternity of theſe laws, is not a ne- 
ceſſary conſequence from the wiſdom of them. © © 


* . 


1ſt, Our authors confeſs that it is not exactly known 
what animals were forbidden by ſome of theſe laws. 
Here then are ſome Ritual Laws, which muſt neceſſarily 
be unobſerved, thro* the ignorance of terms. 2dly, Even 
the wiſdom of many of theſe laws, was evidently relative 
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Of toleration among the Jews. Examination 
of the firſt queſtion which the learned criticl 
propoſes to himſelf, in theſe two chapters, 

uber ber intolerance was of divine right in 

the Jewiſh religion? Tbat the Jewiſh reli- 
gion was intolerant. © That it was not the 

. only intolerant one. And that it Was mire 


_ wiſely ſo, than the laws of ancient nations. 


Ir is now time, fir, to go to that which is, 
or ought to be the principal object of your 
two chapters. Vou propofe; - you ſay, to 
diſcuſs two queſtions; 1, Whether intole- 
rance was of divine right in the Jewiſh teli- 
gion? 2dly, Whether it was always practiſed 


to the circumſtances of times, places, morals of neigh- 
bouring nations, &c. Now the times are no longer the 
ſame, manners have changed; and ſince Adrian and 
Pſalmanazar, the ſcattered Jews have inhabited other 
climates. 3dly, The chief end of the greateſt part of 
theſe laws, was to preſerve the Iſraelites from Idolatry. 
Hay theſe be looked on as neceſſary where there is no 
dolatry ?, And will they be ſo on that day when all na- 
tions ſhall be united in the one faith; and in the worſhip 
of the one true God. Athly, Their Prophets have fore- 
told this union, they have foretold that a purer worſhip 
was to be ſubſtituted in place of their ceremonies. 
Me invite thoſe Jews who believe in the immutabi- 
lity and eternity of all their laws to reflect on what we 
have now ſaid, Chriff. | 
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in it? We fall follow the ſame order here, 
and examine in _ what you n on we 

Aue n 


Let us beg by u dr „ 
only n the Jewiſh law was intolerant, 
but alſo; why it was ſo. Whether it was 
the only rar — law, and in what reſpect 
it was ſo; Theſe objects, which ſeem inte- 
reſting to us, ſhall be the ſole buſineſs of this 
letter. May it be the occaſion of giving 
you ſome moments s of pleaſure! | 


$ 1. 


That th he Jewiſs Jaw was 5 intolerant with kes 
a | 


0 By, your Aster of NEVE 6 fir, we 
thought that you would have endeavoured 
to authorize toleration, by ſome text of the 
Jewiſh code, explained in your uſual way. 
But not at all. You freely confeſs, that 
ſevere laws are found in this code relative to 
worſhip, and. till more e S | 
Nothing is more certain. PERL 


There we are cnn not only to 


none other except God, but it is 
beſides expreſily ordered, that whoſoever ſa- 


crifices to any other gods, than the Almighty, 
A be * Fi death without ' remiſſion, 3 


5 dus, 
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dus, paſſim, to which Deuteronomy adds, 
Tf thy brother, the ſon of thy mother, or thy ſon, 
or thy daughter, entice thee ſecretly, ſaying, let 
us go and ſerve other gods which thou. haſt not 
known, thou, nor thy fathers, thou ſhall not con- 
ſent unt him, nor hearken unto bim, neither 
ſhall thine eye pity him. But thou: ſhall ſurely 
kill him. And thou ſhalt ſtone him with flones 
that he die, becauſe he hath ſought to thruſt thee 
away from the Lord thy God. Deuteronomy, 
ch 3. Do, r 


With ſuch rigour the law treats thoſe, who 
ſhall entice their brethren from the true 
worſhip, pretended prophets, friends, rela- 
tions, they muſt be informed agai Fr ſtoned, and 
die, becauſe they have ſpoke of rebellion againſt 
Fehovah. © And if it be found that any of 
+ the cities of Iſrael, by the ſolicitation of 
“ its inhabitants, has left the Lord, to ſerve. 
other gods, the law orders that a judicial 
enquiry ſhall be made on it, and that if 
< the crime be proved, and the people found 

to be hardened in their apoſtacy,” then 

' they ſhall ſurely ſmite the inhabitants of that 

city with the edge of the ſword, deſtroying it 
utterly. Deuteronomy, ch. 12. 


Examples of the utmoſt ſeverity confirm 
theſe ſtatutes. The worſhippers of the Gol- 
den Calf are ſlaughtered. without”. mercy. 
The worſhip of the god of Madian is — 
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ed by death. And as ſoon as the tribes be- 
yond Jordan are ſuſpected of raiſing altars to 
ſtrange gods, all Iſrael is in arms to deſtroy 
them. 8 50 the He of Exodus Fa hpi 
OO. 1 8 * 

Theiefore it is certain that the divine als 
of the Jews was intolerant, and ſevere, with 
regard to worſhip. It was ſo neceſſarily, and 
could not be | otherwiſe. Why? This is 
what you ſeem not to have well underſtood, 
or, not to have been willing to inſtruct your 
readers 9 "We ſhall Wen n 40 e it 
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| The mit une 450 Gvrexity: of 0 our 5 
on worſhip,' aſtoniſh and offend you. Vo 
imagine, no doubt, ſir, that the worſhip of 
ſtrange gods was among the Hebrews a venial 
fault. his is a miſtake, fir, it was not only 
a cle / "offence: againſt conſcience, a vio- 
lent breach of one of the firſt-laws of nature, 
but it was alſo a crime againſt} the ſtate, 


and the moſt: 2 of en e ney fa | 
ſuch Crimes. | 5 "30 25 | 
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Break out; at laſt; of the narrow circle 
| of objects which. ſurround; you, and judge 
not always of our government by thoſe which 
you now ſee, The Hebrew common- wealth, 
was neither a plain * e inſtitution, nor 
an adminiſtration purely civil, but partook 
of both at once. d. as in your forms of 
government, the church and ſtate are diſ- 
tinct, fo, on the contrary, in . they 
formed but one thing. Every ſtrange wor- 
2 as it attacked religion in its fundamen- 
principle, ſo it wounded at the ſame. time 
3 and that too in its moſt im 
tender, and eſſential part. The grand ob» 
ject of the Hebrew government was to 
preſerve the nation from idolatry, and from 
the crimes that flow from it, and to per 
tuate amongſt us the knowledge and worſhip 
of the true God. Upon this worſhip ſtood 
the whole fabrick. This was the center to 
which every thing tended, and the powerful 
bond, which united all — the 
common wealth. And it was alſo, in the 
opinion of ſound philoſophy, the great title 
. of pro-eminence and ſuperiority) Which the 
Hebrews: claimed over all the people of the 
earth. The Almigbty, by the original con- 
tract paſſed between him and his people, 
had annexed to their perſeverance in this 
worſhip, the poſſeſſion of that land which 
| he had given them, the en of — 
418 dua 
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duals, and the. r)-proſpetit of the empire. 
Therefore he dh hr 3 adviſed fo- 
diſtu ick. tranquili 
— the -banefol (2)- dee ef — gow 
committed an act of high treaſon againſt the 
ſtate, by robbing it of its glory, and of all 
its hopes of ha * and duration. Was 
e e 50 ft UPC wa 1 THO _ ah ot 
- this erase Nb way not! . 
the object of religious-worthip;cas the only 
true God, he was beſides the FA civil ma- 
giſtrate, and head of the body politick. He 
had choſen the Hebrews for his ſubjects as 
well as his worſhippers, and the Hiebrews 
had acknowledged fim for their King as well 
as their God. The worſhip of Jehovah only, 
atid an in violable attachment toi it, were the 
firſt eondition and baſis of his alliance with 
his people. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
God al him only ſhalt thou ſerve. To wor- 
5 gods was therefore a breach of 
this alliance, à febellion againift the ſovereign, 
in a Word, the higheſt a& of treaſon. In 
what wiſe * can high onion: be 
e 2 ir fön iti Ant 
i inn a Fi 10 0 ms % 6102.28 2.59 Let 
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(a) B my the pes Ses with ref peR to all theſe 
4 Exodus, ch. ie and B ch. 4s 
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"_ Seeds of diu op Fon. "Yee above letter, N. a. 
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Let us then no PER bb for rized at the 
intolerance and ſeverity. of our lavvs reſpect- 
ing worſhip. They treated, and ought to 


treat, the worſhippers of ſtrange gods, as the 


laws of all nations then did (1) traitors and 
rebellious ſubjects. Beſides, it was incum- 
bent on our government to be the more 
ſevere, as our Hebrews had hard hearts and 


intractable minds, a ſtrong biaſs to idolatry, 


and powerful dee, e _ the ee 
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00 Traitor Se. ws thoſe ancient! times, , when n rough 


Comme malt. | 
The laws of modern nations are very. rigorous too 


againſt high treaſon, rebellion, conſpiracy againſt the 


ſtate, &c. &c. They oblige men to diſcover even their 
friends and relations, and puniſh with the utmoſt ſeve- 
rity thoſe who refuſe to do it. Salus Populi, ſprema 
Lex, Bait. 
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yet was not peculiar to it. No, ſir; ſay 
what you will, this was a principle of 

ſlation, a political maxim adopted by the 
moſt renowned nations of antiquity. In fact, 
when we ſee the Perſians, who admitted no 
ſtatues in their temples, breaking thoſe of 
the gods of Egypt, and of GN and the 
different Egyptian cantons, ſometimes in 
arms againſt their vanquiſhers, ſometimes 
(1) againſt one another, to defend or avenge 
en n We enen Jos them as 


. s * nations : 


1) 0 3 ane another. PT ves an inſtance of 
this, Sat. 15th, Where he deſcribes the bloody conteſt of 
the Ombes and Tentyrites on this account. Their rage 

Was raiſed to ſuch a nh that the 0 N tore ad de- 
voured the] panting limbs the oy Os 7% 

1 FER res ad numina biene 4.4 
Odit utergue locus, quim Jon credat dale, 
_ Eff deos, guos ipſe colit. E563 


cee Thin raſkge,; which is not "al ks one 155 this! kind 
« in ancient hiſtory, clearly e ſays the tranſlator 
& of Bentley's Remarks on the iſcourſe on Free- thinking, 
„that religion has cauſed violent animoſities and” ere 
„ wars among other ſeQs beſides chriſtians. - 

- The new tranſlator of Juvenal makes the ame Ubtkr⸗ 
vation. This paſſage, he ſays, will ſerve to ſuew that 
religious intolerance is more ancient than ſome great 
writers have thought it. Muſt Mr. de Voltaire be of 
this number? This renowned author pretends that reli - 
gious wars were known only amongſt chriſtians. He 
has ſaid it, and repeated it, /egentis ad faſtidium. What 
pleaſure can he take in continually repeating to his rea- 
ders falſehoods which have been ſo oſten n and ſo 
often confuted. Edit. 
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nations no way r e with b wagen to 


e 


- Wiſtintoyor:; — "x ald of - tho nmtions, 
whoſe hiftory-and laws: are leſs known to us, 


it cannot be denied that tlie laws of the 


Greeks and Romans were area _ 
rant win regard do nn. | 


The Gerte of Dio pythes a that 


the +ſtiould be bees who denied: the 


ite of the | os proſecutions com- 
menced againſt e the reward of- 
fered for the head of Diagoras, the dangers 
of Alcibiades, the flight of Ariſtotle, = 
baniſhment of Stilpo, Anaxagoras with diffi- 
culty eſcaping death, Aſpaſia owing her life 


to the tears and the eloquence of Pericles, 
all the philo 


proſecuted for having 
written or ſpoken againſt the" gods of the 
country, a prieſteſs executed for having in- 
troduced ſtrange gods, Socrates condemned to 
drink Hemlock, becauſe he was accuſed of 
not acknowledging the gods of the ſtate, &c. 


Theſe are facts which atteſt too ſtrongly the 


intolerance and ſeverity of the laws on wor- 


ſhip, even in the moſt humane and poliſhed 


nation of Greece, bag leave 0 55 Hul of 
the ae des 
28 $14 The 


505 Ay doubt; Theſe: 3 wii are dba by 8 
3 2 u ee »Alexan- 
75 Arinus, 
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The Roman lawys were no leſs clear and 
ſevere in this reſpect. We need only. read 
fen 12 7 75 72 I ; r 1 4 quote. to, * 


this been 5 ind Ion. wil find. the. fame 
| prohibitions: he ſenate i in, the 1 year 


of Rome, 185 3255- OE the ediles charged 
to ſee to the execution of them; theſt pro- 


hibitions renewed: in the year (62) re r 
ediles dee "ery yr; having negle 5 


in 


= 


drinus, ke. They are 1 by Joſephus, to the So · 
phiſt Apollonius, who then upbraided the Jews, 75 Mr. 
de Voltdire does now, with their intolerance with reſpe& 
to worſhip; Ik this Jearned critick had read Joſeplus he 
probably would not have brought! on this reproach again, 
or he would have' taken the trouble of proving the falſe- 
hood of thoſe' facts, Which the Jewiſh hiſtorian oppoſes 
to his antagoniſt. But in all” probability the illuſtrious 
author did not draw out of To'ancient'a ſpring. He has 
more modern authors for vourtiers, Woolſton, Collins, 
Tindall, Kc. 1 5 
1 In the year of Rome 346. „See L/ B. Y. No. 30. 
Nec br! wi modo, ſays he, Held tabe. Sed aul mor 4b 
- que mu tiplex religio 2 Pluraque externa ava Wu 4 'danec 
publicus j Jam Pudor ad Primoret civitatis Per bent. Datum 
inde negotium Adilibus ut ani madverterent, ne qui, 15 f. 
Romani Dii, neque alis more, quam patri colcrentur. Aut. 
(2) In the year 529. See Liyy lib. 25. No. 3. Incuſan 
graviter ab Senatu Fdiles Triumvirique capitales, guod non 
probiberent. Ubi potentius jam eſſe id malum apparuit quam 
ut minores per magiſtratus ſedaretur, Marco Attilio pretors 
wrbis 3 ab Senatu datum eſt. Idem. 
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theſe” orders, aud ſüperior magitrates ap- 
pointed to have the Taws better executed. 
You will there find the worthip of Serapis 
and Wis, which" had fecretly crept into the 
capital, forbidden, and the chapels of theſe 
new divitiities demoliſhed by the confuls in 
the year, (1) 536, many decrees of Pontiffs, 
And Settatus confultums, without number, 
_ againſt new warthip, quoted to the ſenate 
l e 566, end a ffranige wotthip proſeribed 


XT. ͤn ang .oonnh orient acl 2 
=p "talleie W artigen rider the 
Etnperofs; wittieſs the (4) counſels of Mecznas 
; = 2's nj 5 1 0 | 5 5 a n | to 


+ +40) In the year 536; See Valerius maximus, lib. 4. Aut. 
(2) Anno. 566, See Livy, hb. 39, No. 1. Alter 
$i eee, thoſe decrees of Pontiffs, and Sena tus con- 
ſoultums without number, inuumerabilia decreta pontiſicum, 
Senatus confulta, the hiſtorian, adds, quoties patrum avi 
rumque late negat ium Hoc magiſlratibus datum, 1 
externa fieri vetarent omnemque diſciplinam ſacrificandi 


13 £ 


Præferquam more Romane abolerent? Edit. „ 
6), 623. The worſhip of Jupiter Sabaſius. With 
regard to this worſhip, the wiſe Rollin obſerves. That 
in every period inſtanees may be ſeen of the attention of 
the Romans. to keep off new forts of ſuperſtition. And 
Mr. de. Voltaire aſſerts in twenty places, coolly and with- 
out exception » that the Romans tolerated and permitted all 
kinds of war O27. Anh oo hn i 
" (4) The eaunſels of Mecenas, to Auguſtus. See Dion 
. Caſſius, lib. 42. We ook, proper to lay before the 
reader, in. full, this. paſſage of the.hiſforian. We ſtall 
tranſlate it. literally from the Greek text, * Honour the 
gods with care, ſays Mecznas to Auguſtus, according 
8 8 0 
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to Auguſtus againſt, thoſe. who ſhould intro- 
_ duce, or honour in Rome, other gods than 
thoſe of the empire. Witneſs the Egyptian 
fuperſtitions, proſeribed under 3 this em- 
peror, and under Tiberius; the Jews baniſh- 
ed if they would not (2) renounce their reli- 
jon. But witneſs above, all the chriſtians 
* into exile, ſtripped of their property, 
and given up for ſo long a time, and in ſuch 
great numbers, to the moſt cruel torment, 
not for their crimes but (3) their religion, 
under Nero, Domitian, Maximian, . Diocle- 
tian, &c. &c. even under Trajan and Marcus 
en 03 091921 eee 50: Yo biet lll 


| 


| ; a” 1 118. 431 
« to the cuſtoms of your fathers, and compel others to ho- 
e nour them. Hate thoſe who innovate. in religion, and 
_ © puniſh thecu, not only becauſe of the gods, he that deſ- 
& diſes them has no reſpect for any thing, but becauſe the 
_ © who introduce new gods, prevait om many perſonsto fol- 
e low firange laws, and that from thence atife aſſociations 
_ « by oaths; cabals,/ parties, all "hips fangerouejn a mo- 
« narchy. Suffer no-Atheiſts nor Magicians.” We invite 
Mr. de. Voltaire to conſult the-ottgital, and to judge 
whether this tranſſation is act, at leaſt in the eſſential 
parts. Ruit. iii "If ˙§˙ Ix tow: 5 
(Hader this Emperor. Agrippa proſcribed, them. 
See Dion Caſſius, lib. 54. The conſuls Gabinius and 
Piſo had already, ſome years before, thrown down the 
altars raiſed in the capitol to the gods of Egypt. Aut. 
(2) Renounce their religion. Tacitus informs us of this. 
Cederent Italid niſi certam ante diem profanos ritus exuiſſent. 


*, — 


. 


dee Annals, lib. 2. No. 85. Aut tt operates) TM 
(3) But their religion. See Flay famous, letter to 

Trajan, quoted below by one of our Portugueze brethren, 
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256 LETTER S OR 
But what do 1 ſay? Even the laws which 


th Pbiloſophers of A and Rome, wrote 


for 1maginary republicks, were intolerant. 


Plato does not give his citizens liberty of 


worſhip, and Cicero expreſsly forbids them 
to Have any other gods than thoſe of the 
ſtate. Let no body have gods apart, ſays 
he, let no new or ſtrange gods be worſhip- 


<'ped, even in private, except they have re- 


* ceived the publick ſanction. Separatim 
nemo babebit dleos ne ve e * neo advenas, 
161 Publice adfeites' Columnto! L e ee 
Further, ſir, cela aphex ey 110 bo 
often. ſaid of the ſecret of myſteries, the great 
principle of which was, according to you, 
the unity of God, ercator and governor of 
the world. And alfs; what you have ſaid 
of the double doctrine of the philoſophers, 
the one external and publick, the other in- 
ternal, and which they communicated | to 
none but their "deareſt diſciples, on thoſe 
matters which might affect the eſtabliſhed 
worſhip-. It was neceſlary; according to 
you, to conceal the principle of the unity 
„of God from men who were attached: to 
85 eee "Gs biegen diſcretion was 
ee ee, ncedful 


* . * - % p 
3-4 © + 9 8 * Bi. : N ** , £ ” r ” 
» WS + ©; 417 ae : : * * * er Mn 


+1 pnth 


ard the PIES 6! ne primitive chriſtians drawn by this 

Compare this picture with thoſe which ſome 
Lebrade chriſtian writers have ney! l.. 

(1 1) Mbat you bade ſaid fo" often. See particularly on 


bi this £biloſophy blem, art, MYSTERIES, &c. Aut. 
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ow” 


« needful, in order not to offend the preju- 
« dices of the multitude. | It would have 
been too dangerous an attempt to unde- 
ceive them at once. The enraged multitude 
« would inſtantly have called out for the 
condemnation of any one who you | 
« have dared to do it.” This ncceſſity 
concealing a principle contrary to the 1 Kg 
liſhed worſhip, this great danger, theſe well, 
grounded. _ leaſt the enraged multitude 
ſhould. call ont for the condemnation of any 
one who would have dared to inſtru them, 
prove evidently the intolerance of the laws, 
in whatever place Mi nen, ("TR e cau- 
tion were weguires n 


we think, fr, tal e cally mr 
thoſe paſſages of ancient hiſtory, © muſt. be 
ſurprized to to hear you, aſſerting FF ut, ex- 
ception, « that among ancient nations, none 

even conſtrained , the liberty of . A 
6 That among the Greeks, Ya one 

vag perſecuted for his opinions, bat the 
Romans BIG ed, every kind of worſhip, 
„and that they looked upon toleration as 
« the moſt: "ſacred law (1 12 ö * the Penh Gen- 


« tium. 
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PEPTIC WO, 
70p reiz, N at the Aae more wiſe 
dg ae 8. i, 5 1 than 


6p 97 the ol, Salbe See Fett 1 rage 
A Whethet the Remans were intolerant.” wht ms | 
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«* than the Greeks, never perſecnted any 
* philoſopher (1) for his opinions; for you 
ſay, in another place, there is not one example 
among the Romans from Romulus to Domitian, 


of any perſon having been perſecuted (2) for his 


way of thinking. Domitian then, at leaſt, 
perſecuted for the way of thinking. And 
whom? Chriſtians or philoſophers? Now you 
have often denied, that the Romans ever 
perſecuted the chriſtians for their way of 
thinking. He muſt then have perſecuted the 


Now, if the philoſophers were not perſe- 
cuted under Domitian, for their way of think- 
ing, (3) for what reaſon were they perſecu- 
ted? Why do we fee them baniſhed from 
Rome ty this emperor, as they had been 
before by Nero? And yet if they had been 
baniſhed only by theſe two tyrants, the de- 


_ dared enemies of every thing that was good, 


this would rather have redounded to the 
honour of philoſophy. But they were per- 
ſecuted under the mild and gentle govern- 
CSG obs 4 ON Bt 0% 19% Weng 


at 


(1) For bis opinions. See letter on Vanini, in the 
Nouveaux Melanges, Aut, | "OW 
(] For his way of thinking. Bee Philoſophy of Hil- 


toy. 


| (3 For what reaſon were they perſecuted. Was it as 
ane ee, magiſtrate ſays, becauſe this bold philoſophy 
fore cabals, and that its members ſtrove. to excite 
editions among the people under pretencę of inſtructing 


e * RTAIN, JEW 8. 


ment of Veſpaſian. They were 1 

4 people, fays (1) a 4 — writer, who com- 
pelled him to uſe a ſeyerity towards, HED 

5 2 was, oontrary to his, natural. temp 

The preſumptuous maxims of the ſtoicks, 

« fed men with a love of liberty, , wh 

« bordered upon rebellion, and theſe teachers 

£ of o felon ave publick lectures of inde- 

pendence. 4 length, by thus ſapping a 

« authority, which they ey Hoh have rever 

„ and held dear, they. wraried out the good- 

« neſs. of the 1 and their declamations 

never ceaſed till ſome of them were ba- 

« niſhed, others confined, in iſlands, and 


p : N 
* "©. 4 7 1 1 
£ — 4 4 40 4 <H 1141 1411 { 


« death.” 


But further, the gmperars,, in in bang 
the philoſophexs,. PAR 78 15 
: Ah, to. ee ee, 


© 5 7 1 * px » 
5 1 4 431i 


By 4 * — oy " See. the. Romy 1 9 9 N 
Crevier, a. learged may of ' worth, a altho” Abuſed 25 "Ml 
de Voltaire,. Aut. 

42) By a deoree 7 the ſenate.) Suse en _ 
this in 45 book of the famous rhetoricians, where he gives 
the words of the decree. Quod verba fadta ſunt de philo- 
Jopbis de ed re cenſuerunt patres conſcripti ut M. Pamponius 
Prætor animadverteret curaretque ut; ne Roma ent. As 


every ching * abuſed, Fans 28 well as reli- 
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W & know that. it fray be uſefu 
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ſenate; and the t retor, M. Pomponius, was 


ordered to ſee. that not one of them ſhould 
remain in the city) Why? Becauſe, ſay 
hiſtorians, they were looked on as dange- 
rous talkers, who, whilſt they reaſoned on 


virtue, ſapped its foundations, and were 


capable, by their vain ſophiſms, of sorrupting 


the ſimplicity of ancient morals, ind of 
ſpreading among young people, opinions 
dangerous to their country. On theſe prin- 
ciples, and for theſe reale Oato the elder 
fuddenh/ diſmiſſed three ambaſſadors who 
were philoſophers. 7. _ wiſe Romans then 
did not think that bi ers can never do 


any Hurt. Why were you n not e ſir, to 


r them ol Foe 


* s U 


˖ jean by. theſe hm ta 
ſharpen | "men 785 minds againſt e 
to indivi- 
duals and to ſtates. Nor to vindicate the 
intolerant ſpirit” of ancient nations. We 
think it has been. very. worthy of 'cenſure in 


| many times and caſes, and we condemn it as 


much, or perhaps more than you do. We 
only want to convince you, that freedom of 
thought was not near ſo abſolute e 
thoſe maden as Jon es ang: hat. your al- 

eds W ſertions, 


0 % ” * . 
Seine rien nn 1 
” 4 a 0 


gion, as the WL of a vile government to o ſet bounds to 
Philoſophical, as well as e e Both are 


hege ron. Elit. t. 
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ſertions, on their toleration, in order to be 
true, ſhould have been accompanied with 
many reſtrictions, which you have not put 
in. That if a free toleration of all opinions, 
philoſophical and religious, is the criterion of 
a wiſe government, the Romans have not 
been wiſer than the Greeks, for both of them - 
were intolerant, with regard to worſhi 

They were ſo even with reſpect to the phi- 
loſophers. In ſhort (1) they perſecuted, and 
in order to this they needed only to _ 
the natural bent yl Fore” WG | 


4 


af + Wa re the Fewiſh Tins Was 4 


lerant. Compariſon” * thrs * * 
that of” er nations. 


It is a fa ten fr, that * Jewiſh x was 
not the only intolerant law. It remains to 
ſhey i in what pb een it was u intolerant. 


| wy Ie was Hibolacdlt in Gow of wath. 
T hat of other nations in favour of error. 


45 } 8 7 « 
* 14. a 3 * : i 1 14 1 7 
„ f "ov | «434.4 $ aut 1 N 
\ J \ 1 
1 — * * » ” : 
1 
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| 00. They. 1 Kn of. the Greek: 8 1 
Syria and Egypt, perſecuted the Jews cruelly to make 
them renource their religion and their Jaws. In the 
Jeat 215 before Chriſt, Piolemy Philopator, had formed 
the deſign of putting to death all the Jews who ſhould 
refuſe to! adopt the religion and cuſtoms of the Greeks, 
The cruelties practiſed againſt our nation, with the fame 
view, by Antiochus, are very well known. Edit. 
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forbad the Hebrews to ſuffer ſtrange gods, 


In thoſe cities which the Lord had given us. 
It did not then extend beyond our country. 


fire and ſword (1) all over the earth. us x | 


the caſtern world, 
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By the intolerance of their Jaws, theſe latter 
nations ſtrove to uphold abſurd. doctrines, 
forms of worſhip which diſhonoured huma- 
nity, and made virtue bluſh. The object of 
our intolerance, was to preſer ve the only 
true Faith, and the only rational worſhip. 


2dly, This intolaragne. das certain bounds, 
which other ſtates were ſtrangers to, It 


or their obſtinate worſhippers. But where? 


And let certain writers ſay what they will, to 
caſt an odium on us, our fathers never 
thought that they. were commiſſioned. by 
their law, to go and exterminate idolatry with 


a | pretended 3 was the crime of 


* o F 


3 80 he was this — 9 from 
making our fathers hate other nations, that 
they. had alliances and treaties with them. 
They did ſtill more. 'They prayed for fo- 
reign kings, their benefactors, or maſters, 
and offered e for their proſperity, 

Too! | Without 


9 All over the hath. 7 wall be ſbe wn hereafter 
hs this imputation is ene falſe Rp. * whole 
body of our laws. Aut. 7 214 


S; 
mw x 
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without oonſideriag v what Spe _ _ 
felled, od 


To el one God, 1 Lord 
of this world, to worſhip him only, and to 
reſpect our legiſlator and his laws, the law 
required no more than this from the ſtr | 
This gave him the privilege of living amoneft 
us, and ere et Msi acoeſs to our temples, 
and of ee we in our r (ole 
nities. 

As to che sbs. tiene was oon- 
fined to certain points, few in ge 
vo w_ not metaphyſical diſtinctions, but 
ca * eee errors, or be 

IS [able deeds, atheiſm, idolatry, 
—— 22 Feen contempt of | 
and its laws, &c. It therefore did not oblige 
men to murder one another for paragraphs, to 
bury men in dungeons, to hang, break on the 
wheel, burn, ſlaughter our fellou creatures fur 
117 ſms and unintelligible diſputes, for diflinc- 
lions, cbeolggi cal lemmas, and antilemmas, doch 

fluch 


r . The 1 an ab 
gate, who worſhipped the God of Iſrael, but who. Were 
not circumciſed, and had not embraced our law. like- the 


_ - prolelyies of righteouſneſs, had liberty to come into the 


- firſt court of the temple and there; offer their by;nt» 
offerings. They were called the boly men aming the 
Genti las, they had liberty alſo to ive e ons arg 1 to 
enjoy divers privileges. lit. | ; 
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intolerant; 


284 Lire 


ſuch exceſſes as theſe, which chriſtians have 
laid to the charge ) of chriſtianity! 


To conclude, Sir, the Jewiſh law was 
it was ſo by neceſſity; it was 
not the only: intolerant law, and this intole- 


rance was conducted with more judgment, 


than in the government of ancient nations. 
Theſe conſiderations are ſufficient to remove 


the offence, which this intolerance has given 


you. How could it cauſe ſo much ill hu- 
mour in a philoſopher, who profeſſes belief 


in one God, and who lays it down as a 


maxim, that when religion becomes the law 0 


the land, we muſt ſubmit to this law? If this 


ſubmiſſion is of neceſſity, it muſt be ſo, eſ- 
pecially when the law is fundamental, the 
ee true, "ao the worſhi p pure. 


We are, &c. . 


(.) Of ebriſtianity. Theſe chriſtians either offend 
againſt truth, .or are ill acquainted with their religion. 
We, Jews, can aſſure them that the chriſtian religion 
does not oblige men to murder one another for paragraphs ; 
no, nor for the moſt important doctrines. The true 
ſpirit of this religion breathes nothing but mildneſs. He 
ealumniates it who aſcribes to it the mad deeds of blind 
fanaticiſm, and the crimes of dark policy. It equally 
condems both theſe. Theſe chriſtians 3 chriſti- 
anity with the abufes made of it. "ER will . | 
great n men — to reaſon jolly "2 n 
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Lr rA IV. 


Whether intolerance Was away 5 praflifed' in the 5 
Jewiſh fate. Of — under Moſes. 

| Fee nary aſſertions of tbe earned cri- 
tick. I 1 2 into We 7 be eee 715 


A 8. it is certain that the laws of ancient 
nations, and particularly thoſe of Greece 
and Rome, were intolerant with regard to 
worſhip, ſo it is 'undoubted, that they were 
not always rigorouſly executed The greateſt 
part of thoſe nations profeſſed polytheiſm, 
Which, by its nature, excluded no kind of 
gods or worſhip. And it was a principle of 
policy, eſpecially among the Romans, to 
| as re N ow an or ry ee Rong 
- 00464} 

Bee when A + dubhek Gn: Was re- 
faſed, theſe kinds of worſhip" were winked 
at. The attention of ' magiſtrates was: ſel- 
dom rouſed in this reſpect, except when ſome 
diſturbance, real or imaginary prejudices well 
or ill founded, accuſations true or falſe, ſeem- 
ed to require the ſuppreſſion. of thoſe new 
religions, and the vigorous execution of thoſe 
laws, which always ſubſiſted againſt foreign 
religions. - That is to ſay, what is ſtill done 
in many ſtates, was then done. Some ſects 
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by adoption, and others are tolerated as long 


as they give no offence to government. This 
policy is perhaps neceſſary in great empires, 
in commercial republicks, and among con- 
quering nations. It is at leaſt a mild and 
gentle „ which the Jews, who have 
been Iways rather perſecuted than perſecu- 
tors, cannot reaſonably (1) condemn. 


/rSntalctaray then, was not always practiſed 
among ancient nations Was it always 
practiſed among the jews? This is your 
fecond queſtion, ” which you determine in the 
negative. Altho the Jewiſh laws were 
* ſevere, you lay, with regard to worſlip, yet, 
— by an happy contradiction, their execution 
*, was gentle, Sone rays of univerſal tole- 
ration, always break out of that cloud, of 
* Jong and ful barbariſm. We- ſee 

« inſtances of it under Moſes, the Judges, 


Daum in the writings of the, prophets, the 


variety of opinions, the diverſity. a HT 
* A us 15 Clear a e of * if 


We hs not. to hw Gn that ; or 
Sores” wor were always exactly 
obſer ved. We rr, the contrary, and we 
acknowledge it. But we think; that when 
you -endeavoured to prove a toleration, by 
_ gs. 808 of our ee in dete different 

| - periods, 


wy 1} OO Eg "Mech les can che Jes X Holland, 


Win as cur authors. Edit. 
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periods, you fall into miſtakes almoſt inn every 
ba Which you may thank us for 2 
out to you. We ſhall begin by what yo 

ſay of toleration under Moſes. Your a — 
tions are quite new. Vou nnn ſhall 


judge whether ow are true 
41 1. ft 
Whether . eus eme 1 meet 


of Moſes, bad 2 15 3 with 8 iy fo wore 
Apen 


If we beheve“ you, fir, thi legiſlator who 
has been deſeribed as cruel, and ſo oſten 
upbraided for borbarous ſeverity, curri ed tole- 
ration to ſuch a height, that be left bis People 
at full liberty with regard to worſhip. © 


But how can wo! reconcile this liberty, Sith 
the accounts of the Pentateach ? How can we 
reconcile © it, © eſpecially with that ſevere 
niſhment, which the worſhip of the ken 5 
| calf brought down on "is rebellious Hebrews? 


 You'ſdy,'* thas this very mülbarrp open ed 
* the eyes of Moſes, and made him ſee 
that nothing was to be got by ſeverity” 
He was not well convinced wy it then, ſince 
we find him ſome years after, treating the 
worſhippers of Beelphegor with the ſame 
rigou: r. Theſe two fa s which OT 
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the one, when the Iſraelites went into the 
wilderneſs, the other, at their going out of it, 


do not ſquare wel! vine an e e lh 
een ne 


: 


i; 5 ee Ps nal} Fad that 3 
you ſtruggled hard to invalidate the truth of 
thoſe facts. We have ſeen (1) above, what 
ſucceſs you have had in the attempt, and 


3 ou 8 
en Fo 2. 


F Whether the Hebrews ata none but 
Sauce gods in the wilderneſs, and whether they 


t 


did not wor ſhgp Adondi until they had 3 it? 


Paſages of Amos and Jeremiab. We ome 
40 not Eee; Moſes. As, ns A DAR. 


ink one error leads tn, Another; you are not 
e with the foregoing aſſertion; you 
a Rae to it ſtill more eee, | 
1 Many. — eh you bay, find it 
« d to reconcile the accounts given by 


Moſes, with ſome paſſages of Amos and 


, Jeremiah, and with the noted diſcourſe of 


St. Stephen, related in the Acts“ And 


you tell us alſo, what gives this trouble to 
ere mene Becauſe nw 
[ofa IE ays, 


"14 IR Letters 55 ud Bit Nat . ut. 
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| ſays that the. Jews always worſhipped. in the 
wilderneſs, Moloch, Rempham, and Kium, and 
that Jeremiah expreſsly ſays, that God re- 

pꝓuired no ſacriſices from their Kae when ITY 
went out of Egypt. | a 


It ad indeed be Jed to ache Amos | 
with Moſes, if Amos had ſaid, that the Jews 
in the.. wilderneſs ; always worſhipped thoſe 
ſtrange gods. But this always is yours and 
not the prophets. - And this additional word 
in a phraſe, a ſomewhat the ſenſe of it. 


We did not at firſt underſtand the mean- 
ing of this addition, but you explain yourſelf 
more fully with regard to it, in your Philo- 
ſophy of Hiſtory, where returning upon theſe 
paſſages, you declare, that Jeb Amos, 
and St. Stephen, affirm, © that the Jews ac 

_ © knowledged no other gods in the wilderneſs, _ 
but Moloch, Rempham, and Kium, that 
they offered no fTackifices' to the lord 
* (1) Adonai, whom they ſince worſhipped.” 
But in good earneſt, ſir, how could you 
pretend to confirm theſe. oporaryag oP the 
words of Amos and Jeremiah? 


Her ae the paſſag e of Amos 7 4. 
T de efpiſe your 8 fath the wg I will 
1 


nor 


(a) ge: To the * Adonai. OE is an inge- | 
nious expreſſion. It is as if one ſaid e the Lord, Lerd. | 
There is not ſo much wit in n the Hebrew. Aut. 


x4 1 We — — Pans er wang pore Myr — 
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not fmell in your ſolemn aſſemblies. Tho ye offer 
me burnt-offerings, and your meat-offerings, I 
will not accept them, neither will I regard the 
peace-offerings of your fat beaſts. But let fudg- 
ment run down as waters, and righteouſneſs as 
a mighty ſtream. Have ye offered unto me, 
facrifices and offerings in the wilderneſs forty 
years, O Houſe of Iſrael? But ye have borne 
the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun, your 
images, the ſtar of your god, which ye made to 
your ſelves. Therefore will I cauſe you to go into 
captivity beyond (1) Damaſcus. © 
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We allow that there is ſome difficulty in 
determining the true ſenſe of the terms, 
which Amos uſes in this paſſage; that 
eriticks are (2) much divided with regard to 


(1) Damaſcus. See Amos, ch. 5. 26. Aut. 
(2) Much divided. Some for inſtance think that Kium, 
ignifies image, and we have tranſlated it thus, with the 
Vulgate. Others make it the name of a god, which they 
believe to have been the Chronos of the Greeks, and 
the Saturn of the Latins. Ts 3 os 
Mr. de Voltaire commits one of his uſual ſmall miſ- 
takes when he makes Amos ſay, that the Jews in the 
wilderneſs worſhipped Rempham and Kium, (it would 
= have been better to write Kiun) Amos does not ſpeak 
of Rempham but only of Kiun, which the Septuagint 
1 - has rendered by Rempham. Therefore Rempham and 
Kiun are not, as he ſeems to think, two falſe deities. 
They are two names for the ſame god, the one Hebrew, 
the other Egyptian. It is evident that the illuſtrious 
writer, in ſpeaking of this paſſage had not fhe original 
text before him, and that probably he is not ſo well ac- 
quainted with this paſſage as he ought to be. Art. 
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them, and that it is not clear whether the 
prophet means to peak Hoſe: cok aun 0k 
or even three ne, ov eee 
f 3 
1 i meanin 8 is given to theſe 
words, and whatever deities muſt be under- 
ſtood, it is clear that Amos does not fay 
here, that he 8 in the wilderneſs, 
always worſhipped ſtrange _ or, that they 
_ acknowledged none but ſtrange gods, or, that they 
did not worſhip Adonai till after. By this 
interrogation, have ye offered-me? the pro- 
phet does not mean to rebuke them for 
never having offered any ſacrifices to the 
Lord, during the forty years which they ſpent 
in the wilderneſs; but with their having 
been faithleſs, and having forſaken him for 
gods which they had pn, unto. themſelves. 
This does not contradict Moſes ;. therefore. it 
is not what Amos ſays, but what you make 
him ſay, which it would be hard to ME 
with th | accounts in the Pentateuch. | c 


As to 3 if Aae of e as 
you do, a :detached paſſage, you had added | 
to it what goes before and after, the pre- 
tended contradiction between the Penta- 
teuch and the + 94 wo would 1 avant ny 


PR 


In this noble chapter, 9 we invite 
you to read over again, ſir, the prophet 
A means 
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means to ſhew the J ews, that the ceremo- 
mes and ſacrifices on which they built their 
hopes, were of no value in the fight of God, 
without their obedience to the moral law; 
feal, murder, and commit adultery, ſai th 
he, and ſwear falſely, and come, — fand 
before me, in this houſe, which is called by my 
name ! Be gone. Put your burnt-offerings 
uno your ſacrifices and eat fleſh; for, ſays he, 
in order to ſhew them that he prefers the 
obſervance of the moral law, to any facri- 
fice; I ſpake not unto your fathers, nor com- 
nanded tbem in the day tbat I brought them 
out f the land o, Egypt, concerning burnt- 
offerings, or ſacrifices. Jr this thing command. 
ed I them, ſaying, obey my voice, and I will 
be your God, and yr ſhall be my people, and 
walk ye in all the ways that I anne ou 
_—_ Us ___ be 0 n unto n ; 


- Tindal Quoted this: W ws Well 4 
you, and with his uſual honeſty; he alſo 
left out the concluſion, becauſe be ſaw that 
it explains the whole, and determines the 
true ſenſe of it. It is cvitlents that it is not 
Jeremiah's intention to deny, that God: had 
_ ſacrifices from our fathers in the 

derneſs, and that they had offered him 
ſome, but to make them ſenſible, that obe- 
dience to his a was ee above all 
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Before Jeremiah, that, had be e 
the Lord, f eaking nearly i in the ſame terms 
to his people, (1) ve 0 what purpoſe is the mul-. 
titude , jour ſacrifices unto. me? ſaith the 
Lord: I am full of the burnt-offerings of rams, 
Bring no more vain oblations. Incenſe is an 
abomination unto. me. But he adds, and let-us 
obſerve by the way, that this Jewiſh philoſo- 
phy, is as good as that of the moderns, waſh. 
you, make. you clean, put away the evil of your. 
doings, ſeek judgment, and relieve the preſs. 
judge the: fatherleſs, plead for the wi Sc. 
Sc. Come now, and let us reaſon together. 
Was Laiah tellin ng, our fathers, that God re- 
quired. no more ſacrifices ? No, certainly, the 
prophet offered ſacrifices himſelf, and the 
aw ordered it; but he meant to tell them, 
that juſtice and mercy are more pleaſing to 
the Lord, chan the 005 eee burnte 


ang © e 
— e + „„ 13 


W k AR. 


In this . 2 4080 prop et 12 
I defired mercy, . and not. ſacri rfice ; j 7 5 A 
prefer the one to the other. Nothin 
more common 7 the ſacred writings, 8 
this manner of expreſſing the preference. 
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To take advantage of ſuch paſſages, as 
Tindal has done, ſhews either ignorance of 
our language, or want of ſincerity. What 
ſort of a guide is this, fir, whom you follow 
ſo implicitly? Were you formed to walk in 
his ſteps thus blindly,” and to repeat with- 
out examination his moſt frivolous objeQi- 
ons? as | 


But even en ſuppoſe the two texts which 
you quote were obſcure, could they. reaſona- 


| bly be put in competition with that multi- 


tude of paſſages ſo preciſe and clear, which 


atteſt that the Iſraclites worſhipped Adonai 


in the wildergeſs; and that even then they 
offered him fucrifices? You act evidently 
againſt the intention of two prophets, ff you 
make them ſay the contrary, and you put 


them in contradiction not only with Moſes, 


but with themſelves.” For in Amos, Adonai 


reminds the Jews, that (1) he had brought 


them up from the land of Egypt, and led them 
forty years thro the wilderneſs. And in 
Jeremiah, he upbraids them, ſaying, that he 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the 


land of Egypt, according to the covenant which 


he made with their” fathers, which ' covenant 
they broke. Did Adonat” conduct them thro” 
5 wilderneſs, and make a covenant with 
them, without WT havin g . 

him 


| (00 He bad ati. Se. Amos, ch. 2. v. 1 o. 
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him as their god? They forſake him for other 
They had therefore worſhipped him 
bee OREN erved * new. an 


. . 


Whether no. mention is 5 made Cn 2” of 
wa of the Jeuiſb nation in the Wi aura. 


But, you ay, « ſame criticks aſſert; that 
no act of worſhip is aſcribed to this people 
„in the abe Gp Paſſover celebrated. 
5 No Pentecoſt. No mention made of having 

celebrated the feaſt of tabernacles. No 

« publick prayer appointed. And laſtly, 
“ circumciſion, that ſeal of the covenant 

* between God and Agape. was not _ 
in JOS: | 


It would he 8 to collect ſo many miſ- 
takes in fewer words. To begin. Circum- 

ciſion was not put in practice in the wilderneſs. 
This is true, and you ſhould have recollected 
it (1) in another 5 * 0 eiten 

the contrary Wes 


No publick. 5 er 9 N . the 
hours were not 185 wa the forms ſettled, 
as 


() 1 In hs fate? _ the Phil Didien article 
circumeiſi on. Aut. 3 | 
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as (1) they were ſince ; but certainly the 


Iſraelites did not remain forty years in the 


wilderneſs without publick prayer. And do 
we not 0 ſee in the Pentateuch, 


the people aſſembled before the Lord to wor- 


ſhip him, implore his aſſiſtance, or mitigate 
his wrath? Was not this publick prayer? 


| Thoſe criticks think they have a right to 


deny the appointment of it in general, be- 


cauſe it is not formally expreſſed in the books 
of ' Moſes; but neither is it to be found in 


Joſhua, or the Judges. Do they imagine, 
that during this long hace of time, the 3 


1 108 no n ere Si! 


No pemecgl. No mention uf the + feaſt if 
tabernacles. N o; but ought this to ſurprize 


thoſe criticks? Have they not read, that the 


former of theſe was to be celebrated from 


uch time as they began to put the fickle to the 


corn, and the latter, after they had gathered in 


their corn and (2) their wine. Or do they 
not recollect, that our fathers neither ſowed 


nor reaped in the wilderneſs. One of the 
ceremonies, ordered in the feaſt of taber- 
nacles, was, to erect tents, or green arbours, 


to __ to OY —_— that bn 10 ſpent 


forty 


5 They were ſince. They were never fized by the 
law, which ordered nothing with regard to this, but 
only by cuſtom. Edit. 

(2) Their wine, See Deuteronomy, ch. 16. v. 1 1 3- 
Aut, 
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forty years under ſn; in the wilderneſs. 
And was it not natural then to wait till t 

had gone out of the wilderneſs, to ahnen 
theſe ceremonies? Therefore, by the very 
law of their inſtitution, theſe two feſtivals 
were not to take place, until the Iſraelites 
had entered into the promiſed land. Cum 
ingreſſi fueritis terram quam dabo vobis. (1) 
Leviticus, ch. 23. Nothing, therefore, ought 
to ſurprize us here, butt the amazement of 

thoſe writers! r | 


= 3 celebrated. This they affirm, 

and here follows what the ſcripture ſays, 
And the Lord Jpake unto Moſes in the wilder- 
neſs of Sinai, in the firſt month of the. ſecond 
year, after they were come out of the land 0 
Egypt, ſaying, let the children of Iſrael alſo 
keep the paſſover at his appointed ſeaſon, in the 
fourteenth day f this month at even, ye ſhall 
keep it in his appointed ſeaſon.” £5 Moſes 
pale unto. the children of Iſrael, that they 
ſhould keep the paſſover. And they kept the 
en on'the fourteenth day of the firft month 
at even in the wilderneſs Y Sinai. i Os | 
bo ny: v. 1. | | nth 


1t 


45 Leviticus, ch. 23. One of t the motives of the inſtitu- 
tion and celebration of theſe fcaſts, was to, return thanks 
to God for his gifts, by offering. him the firſt fruits of 
corn, wine, and oil, n, had rn ne in. Aut. 
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It is true, that it is not ſaid in ſcripture, 
that the Jews celebrated any other paſſover 
in the wilderneſs. But did our fathers cele- 
brate no paſſovers, but thoſe which are 
mentioned 1n it? If this be the caſe, we muſt 
conclude, that they celebrated it but once or 
twice from the time of Moſes to that of 
Joſias. This, I ſuppoſe, your criticks will 


not maintain. Beſides, is it very certain that 


the celebration of the paſſover was com- 
manded in the wilderneſs? (1) Some learned 


men think not. a | 


The ſcripture, ſay your criticks laſtly, men- 
tions no religious act of the people in the wil- 
dernefs. But it ſpeaks of the. conſtruction, 
erection, and conſecration. of the tabernacle, 
and of the altar, of that of Aaron and his 
children, of that of the ſacred veſlels, &c. 
It ſhews us an high prieſt, prieſts, a whole 
tribe conſecrated to the ſervice of the altar. 
Could the Hebrews be poſſeſſed. of every 
thing belonging to worſhip, without ever 
performing any act of worſhip? It ſpeaks of 
the ſacred fire kept up on the altar of burnt- 
offerings, of the incenſe which was burned 
on the altar of incenſe. Are not theſe: fo 


many 


{1) Some learned men. We muſt obſerve however that 


the book ot Leviticus, whilſt it places the feaſt of pente- 


coft, and that of tabernacles, among oſe which were 
not to be celebrated till they came to the land of pro- 


miſe, ſays nothing of the paſſover. Aut, 
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many religious acts? It ſhews us Aaron, 
with the cenſer in his hand, invoking the 
name of the Almighty for Iſrael; his children 
put to death for having offered a ſtrange fire 
efore the Lord; and Corah, with his party, 
contending with the brother of Moſes for the 
ſacerdotal office. Do not all theſe facts, 
which happened in the -wilderneſs, ſuppoſe 
ſome religious acts done there? © 


The moſt ſolemn act of religion is. ſacri- 
fice; and it is of this in particular that the 
criticks certainly ſpeak. But how can they 
ſay that there never is any mention made of 
ſacrifices, offered by the Iſraelites in the 
wilderneſs ? Probably they never read the 
24th chapter of Exodus, where we are told, 
that Moſes built an altar under Mount Sinai. 
And he ſent young men of the children of Iſrael, 
which offered burnt-offerings, and ſacrificed 
peace-offerings of oxen unto the Lord. They 
never read the book of Numbers, where it 
is ſaid, in the ninth chapter, that at the 
conſecration of the tabernacle, the chiefs f 
the tribes preſented unto Moſes thirty-ſix 
bulls, ſeventy-two rams, and ſo many lambs, 
to be ſacrificed to the Lord. Nor have they 
read the eighth chapter of Leviticus, where 
Moſes, whilſt he is conſecrating Aaron, 
offers a ſacrifice of expiation and an whole 
burnt-offering, Nor the ninth. chapter of 
this book, where, after Aaron has offered 
N | SLE | divers 
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ſtrange gods during forty years. 
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divers ſacrifices for himſelf, and for the peo- 


ple, a fire ſent from heaven, inſtantly con- 


ſumes the fleſh of the victims laid on the 
altar. Nor the ſixteenth chapter of the fame, 
where the ſacrifice of the ſcape-goat is or- 


dered, and where it is added, that Aaron 


did what Moſes had commanded. 


No, they have read nothing, at leaſt with 
attention. The ſcriptures which they criticiſe, 
are quite new to them, or very ſuperficially 
underſtood by them. For it would be too 
great a breach of honeſty-in them, to affirm 
boldly, that the ſcriptures mention no reli- 
gious act performed in the wilderneſs, if 
they had been thoroughly acquainted with 


them. 


ED 


Why the Pentateuch. mentions no religious aft 
of the Hebrews in the wilderneſs, for the ſpace 
of thirty-eight years? In what ſenſe the ſacred 
writers may have ſaid, that the Hebrews ſerved 


Me muſt not however conceal, that in the 
recital of what happened to the Iſraelites, 
during forty years, we find an interval of 
thirty-eight years, in which the Pentateuch 
makes no mention of any ſacrifices, or any 
other religious act. The reaſon of it is an 

| 5 „ 


"I — — . 
9 A os * 2 At Mg. 
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and you would have ſeen it, if you had read 
thoſe ſacred books with a litttle more care. 
The Pentateuch entirely omits the recital, 


of what ' paſſed during this whole ſpace of 


time. You may obſerve, fir, that Moſes's 
recital terminates towards the end of the 
ſecond year, and that he does not reſume 
the thread of it, until the _— month of the 
fortieth oor. 2 


In this 1 3 3 be. 3 


thoſe long and frequent relapſes into idolatry, 
which Moſes, Jothua, Amos, &c. upbraid 
them with, and which we do not deny. 


This dereliction, ſo often repeated, of the 
worſhip of Jehovah, thoſe apoſtacies which 
became ſo frequent, added to thoſe of the 
firſt year, and to that of the fortieth, in 
which they joined tbemſelves to Beelphegor, 


were ſufficient to make our prophet ſay, in 


the oratorial ſtyle, that this faithleſs nation 
had ſerved ftrange gods during forty years in 
the wilderneſs. "Theſe holy men ſpoke con- 


formably to the genius of their language and | 


their age. They did not cavil about words. 
It is a feeble and childiſh reſource to ſtrain 
their expreſſions at this time, in order to 
make them contradict the legiſlator. This, 


ſir, is a piece of chicanery, very unworthy of 


a writer of your nen and e | 


* ” » 


5 5. Strange 
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$5 


8 8 worſhippe d by the ae in 
the wilderneſs. N — M ofes tolerated term. 


Paſage of the book of See 


Yourcriticks take ee of the "HEM 
paſſage of Joſhua, ch. 24. v. 22. And Joſbua 


faid unto the people, ye are wi tneſſes againſt 


your ſelves, that ye "a choſen the Lord to ſerve 


bim, and they ſaid we are witneſſes : Now there- 
fore put away the ſtrange gods, that are among 
you, and incline your heart unto the Lord God 


of Iſrael, And the people ſaid unto e, 
the Lord our God will we ſerve, and his voice 
will 20e obey. From this they infer, that the 


Jus had. ind; eſputably other gods, beſides Adonai, 
Alas! who denys it? The 
ſcripture affirms it in numberleſs places. 


under Moſes. 


But does it follow, that becauſe they had 
other gods in the wilderneſs beſides Adonai, 
ped him in it, 
and never nn . until _ 
had left it? 


N 


N boſe gods 1 you ap; were „ 


by Moſes. We ſhall obſerve, iſt, That to 
tolerate irregularities, which one would wiſh 
to prevent, without having the power, 1s not 


the ſame thing, as to grant full liberty of 
committing them. 2dly, When the eel 
part 


p p * : . LEY 2 5 
1 FFF ²˙ w et Ao <7 


2 1 * 
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part of the nation forſook the Lord for 
ſtrange gods, how could Moſes avoid tolera- 
ting the idolaters? They ſhook off at once, 
the yoke of both civil and religious obedience, 
and added rebellion to idolatry. Miracles 
then would be neceſſary to puniſh them. 
God only could do it, and ſo he did it. 
2dly, The ſcripture. which tells us, that the 
Jews during the thirty-eight years, of which 
the relation is omitted in the Pentateuch, 
worſhipped the Hoſt of heaven, Moloch, &c. 
tells us alſo, that they all died in the wilder- 
neſs, under the hand of the Lord. This is 
all we know of the matter, and all that your 
criticks can know of it. The ſcripture is 
ſilent with regard to every thing elſe. 4thly, 
| You therefore know not what happened, 
and yet you propoſe this event, as a model 
of conduct to the powers of this world. 
Truly, they are well mftructed- © hs: 


A paſſage of Deuteronomy, which the criticks 


You quote the following paſſage of Deu- 
teronomy, ch. 12.v. 8. Ye ſhall not do, after 
all the things that we do here this day, every 
man whatſoever is right in his own eyes. You 
and your criticks infer from this, that Moſes 
left our fathers at entire liberty, with regard to 
"CASTE th ans worſhip, 


„ 
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worſhip, and that under his een 
they might ſerve, juſt as r. _ the DEM 
whom they liked beſt. x: | 


But what a e piece of alten 18 
this inference! Whoever. will peruſe this 
chapter curſorily, will find that the liberty in 

ueſtion, reſpected only the offering ſacri- 
Thick ſometimes in one place, ſometimes in 
another, becauſe they had then n6 fixed 
place. Ye ſhall not do, after all the things 
that we do here this day, every man whatſoever, 
is right in his own eyes, for ye are not as yet 
come to the reſt, and to the inheritance which 
the Lord your God giveth you, but when ye go 
ober Jordan, and dwell in the land, which the 
Lord your God giveth you to. inherit, then 
there ſhall be a place, which the Lord your God 
ſhall "chooſe, to cauſe his name to dwell there, 
thither ſhall ye bring all that I command you, 
your burnt-offerings and your ſacrifices, your 
 7ithes, &c. &c. This liberty might perhaps 
be extended ſtill further to the omiſſion of 
ſome other rites, ſuch as circumciſion, va- 
rious oblations and purifications, &c. &c. 
which the Iſraelites could not put into 1 5 
lar practice during their travels. But indeed 
nothing except the impartial eye of your 
criticks, could ſee in this paſſage, an entire 
. liberty given to the Iſi raclites, of e ipping 
what 5 op pleaſed. 2 
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„ himſelf ſeems now to. tranſgteſs the law 


« which he had made. "He borbadd all images, 
4 Jet. he put up the brazen ſerpent,” Solo- 
mon canſed | WI Mn to be TOO on 
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ht 1 9 ; 140. to ive 8700 
i IO night objection, that the legiſlator 


ordered . e 15 1750 2 


(% To be worked and engraved. Our ern had 
Jeabned theſe/arts'in Egypt. This paſſage of the Penta- 


teuch, agyees with —— pA authors tell us, that 


the Egy in all ages gente mpti: 
Ble, HO RL ed. the Po At wi Oi, if BR folk ore 

carried that of embroidery'to 40 high perfection, which 
they berrowed, it is ſaid, fromthe Baby lenians. The 
learned Count! de Caylos; in his het Crs; the 
Academy of Loſcriptions,, r of two af which 8p: 
tian porcelain | equal to that of AN, an which h WH 


the marke of the Wort remote 1 Perhaps this is 


jog of chywiſey,! 

mW As to the 3 8 3 9b if we may 8 
of them by the deſcription of Ezekiel, and by what Mr. 
de Voltaire ſays of them, they were figures compoſed of 
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tabernacle, and of the ſanctuary. That he 
commanded cherubims of gold to, be placed 
over the ark, which thez 9880 with their 
wings, &c. &c. And ye K he did not tranſgreſs 
the law which he had given, becauſe it did 
not abſolutely, prohibit the making an 

image, or likeneſs; but the making it ith 
intent of. worſhip. Thus our . fathers under- 
ſtood it, and thus did even Joſephus. Now 


Moſes did not make the brazen ſerpent, nor 


the cherubims with intent of worſhip, . You 
allow that the ancient Jeu paid them 10 kind 
of .adorgtion, and when in proceſs of time, 


. 11185 began to do ſo, a pious king, cauſed the 


to be deſtroyed. ' Moſes's conduct does 
contradi the aw, but the interpretation 
you are 2 to give of it. 


worked, and embroidered on the vails of the 


Theſe are 8 dC. which: we made. | 


alice" peruſing what you have ſaid of tolera- 
tion, under the government of Moſes. This 
great man certainly gave all the indulgence 


which was conſiſtent with a wiſe and good 


adminiſtration, that delights not in ſeverity, 
but however uſes it, where it is indiſpenſible 
and may be uſeful. This you might have 
ſhewn by the accounts in the Pentateuch, 


and 1 in this e the conduet of Moſes 
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might have been propoſed as a pattern to the 
rulers of this world But to charge him 
with an abſolute indifference, with regard to 


and the prophets, but all the ſcriptures and 


b and e derogatory from the oxcllge 
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tabliſti yqur ideas of toleration, by the hiſtory 
lf of our Judges ang our Kings, and 4 the 
conduct and writings of our We 
" ſhall now ſee, with what ex4Ate 8 vou 
"al theſe facts, and with e eſs 
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li  PACTS TAKEN FROM THE HISTORY 


i OP THE JUDGES. 
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| | Paſſage i in the 4˙¹ of 8 where Jepb- 
| | b ours of Chamos. 


| | Von firſt 8 a paſſage out of the 
1 book of judges, chap. 11. Where Jephtha 
| i 5 Ld to the Ammpnites,) will not they 755 eſs 


that 
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1 
that whith Chamos hy of hag thee; te: 270 400 
So, whomſeguer-. the Lord gur & 77 
out from before us, them will we ad es. ag 0 
N detlafation iy. preciſe; y g fays. 3 
2 us very fat, but it is at leaſt a clear prot, 
that eee Chee Fi For the hy ty 
6 ſcripture does not ſay, ven think yaw have 
« a right to thoſe lands which you fay have 
. aneh you 2 . it gays 
4 poſitiyely, you havꝭ à right, tibi jur ga 
fun which. js the true fenſe of thols Hes 
2 er tiraſch 1. O HO on! 
E air 90 % bas g0Usgildo-lemngar 
"Ho erated Chan” . Thefefore 
rance was not always practiced in the Jewi Fi 
ſtate. We muſt confeſs, fir, that it is not 
given to us to feel. Nei. Juſtneſs of this infe- | 
rende. win Wr hs * W. nd zl Mb AQ 
nal V ra © 0 
God tolerated.  Chamos,, as he tolerated. all 
the godb:of the idelatrous nations... What is 
the purpott.6 COLE and auh. 50. i dead le 
881591 NI 10 g Voflid A 11 III Danone US 
Other Writers, 1 indal for inſtance, 
bave quoted this paffags before, drew th 
ſame concluſion Ps it that you want to 
draw, Diet Philo. and Fhilof of Hiſtory, 
tlas Jepbtiha ad ou leuged Chamos fob & true 
ged. But de we not reaſon every day again 
people after their own principles, ſuppeſing 
n for „ onen: true, altho we believe 
ui 621895 ofivold Bi lgqsds [nn « Hem 
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a 4 5 dren pf: WEN i Hiblew 
words orb tir ibi jure debentur, may 
dazzle ſome W readers, but does not in- 
validate our RN 100 eb eee 


i {BL 23 IN 51 EL #13: 510 113 © 24 kan 8 
Wo When We ſay to a Nabe etan, © You 
4 muſt obey the law: of your pt et. chere 


© fore you muſt not drink wine; do we 
look upon obedience to the law of Mahomet 
as a real obligation, and on the . e a8 
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1 Michas and of the fox bundred n men of s 
tribe of Dan. 
ls 5 erat. of 2& eee bw) 
But here follows a difficulty, ck ads 
have appeared ſtronger, if you had not your- 
ſelf weakened it. It is the hiſtory of Michas 
and the- Danites, related ir in ther th and 1 Bth 
we ee of tl > bol ef Judge 60 onp 975 
do 1 7 $7 II Mow” nontulg M109 Sine! 
„Michas 8 Ache you fay, had loſt o one 
* end one hundred pieces of ſilver. 


Her fon reſtored them to her! She con- 


ſecfated this money to the 


Lord, and 


_ «cauſed idols to be made out of it. She 


built a ſmall chapel, a Levite officiated in 
py * 
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« it, And Michas * out, a Lord 
„will be good to mie, for I have in my/houſe- 
« a prieſt of the tribe of Levi. In the mean 
6 time, ſix DM Re of the tribe of 
Pan, who were ring to take poſſeffi- 
3 ſome Vt 17 Ag sg 10 Eevitical 
BY Wl With them and W them, in 
order that God might proſper their aer. 
br « taking, went to Michas's houſe, took away" 
&- his 1 * hod, his idols and the Levite Then 
GY rg! "attacked: a ter called” TIE ; 
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Sat Ghei vi ö Th. y placed 
M „Ache 8 idol th navy altar, rhe es 
* 18 N tore temarkable, Jonathan, the 
„ grandſen of Moſes! was the high prieſt of 
4 this temple, whete-the God of Ifrael, and 
* the idol of Michas were wolſtpßed - 2 


Michas 5% iche Tine, bit in what 
ene IJ e a time, ſays the book of Judges, 
# Was no Wig 27% rael, bit every man 
4 pri hich" was right” in his bn eyes. 
The ſeripture makes this obſervation. the 
in this chapter, Which fhould not have 
eſcaped y ou. Is it wonderful that in this 
ſeaſon of 0 an individual {ould have 
committed ſuefl a erime with impunity? 
And what can you eonclide! from it? Wiſe 
„ oft * eee 
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pick et er 


* 10 © it Was very Gd 
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Jonathan,, We are not at all, oy at 
theſe cxaggerations, In the fame ſtrain of 
impartiality, the high, ale and the temple 


are Ae bl a gs. — 1 the ic mple of 


e the prief of Di was the e. 
Moſes, The moſt pious men, We 
8 85 too often, have not alway 5s. ſwita 
deſcendants However, ſir, alt e 
gate males Jonathan grandſon, of the 
flavor, yet the LC Fn 96 $i 
Septuagint, the Hebrew text, & . give him 
Gerſon, for father, and Manaſſe for gra 
father Thus what you look upon as re- 
i e . Er. 1 20 * very 
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Tok : owever th is bs, Sf () Lats « of Dan Was 
a 7 7 a mi bt 15 not Happen, that's fact 
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| whi 2 } * village, at the 6Xtre= 
mity of 5 county, : thould hot be Kuen! in 
Iſrael ? tack 


* 51 55 0 4 ſtep Ae Is ir very citttin 
that Michas, and us Danites worſhipped idols? | 
Some. great criticks deny it, arid very lately A 
Late neil Iman undertook theit defence. 
Oy, I s, we n ©, in” a N platifible 
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4 Loire; Ie, han aging kugel EY ahi. 
K was f. wwatcd at the fo t Neun . 7 „ near ie, | 
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(09 N very very Plauſs A near, . He 8 that mew 
We Michas, 88 ſhe, 0 from thus e 
hetſelf thus 


he tabernac W epriv 
| the cc 2 A 6 g often 'thither"- | 
Lord, tefdved 4 . — & XI! „ Ta 
with' this iment, ſhe cunſecrꝗted the money which; her | 
ſon feſtored her, to the building a chapel, or houſe of 
prayer, for herſelf and her neighbours. That in the 
4 times of the Jewiſh common wealth, theſe houſes 
ſeucbæ, wett eemtnen chte“ the ebuntry; 
A ee the' Velgate tenders by ſculptilia an, ον iin, 
and even theſe latin terms, do not fignify ſolely and ex- 
cufively: alt, but aff Kinds of works, A en or 
maolten, ſüeh as A portable attar N and other 
_ vtepfflk. for the ue of the thip Pen, In imitaten of what 
was ptacktted in the tabetngele“ That althe“ this ehe 
is Called id forte verfibhs; boſe of — the tekt m be 
rendeted, Abd has been fehdered by ſome interpfeters, 
bouſe of gel. That the Blobimy el ; which Mies 
Had g6t rade, aud wich he reclaimed; mp E 
hows been orfly the teſts js employed In worſhips which 
15 the 
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manner, and altho he giyes no demonſtra- 


tion, yet we may. fairly conclude from what 
he ſays, that the idolatry of Michas and the 


ais is not Pal inconteſtable as 55 ou fu 2 
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But let us not adopt this conjecture, 
altho it be ingenious, and reſts on the au- 
thority of the learned Grotius. Let us con- 
iſh, with the reateſt part © of the commen- 
ta ors, that 18 In open, deflance of 
Rugs law, worſhipped the Lord under” the 
figure of an ide which was taken from 
Michas. But it would be proper to fix the 
period, and duration of this worſhip, if you 
want to make it ſo ſtriking an example of 
toleration as vou pretend. Now, in this 
5 have not, nor can have ar ' certainty. 

5 exticks | place, it ſo far" back ; 

cath of Joſhua, and of. his council of elders, 


jr Be maintain, and Ithink with ſome reaſon, 
Aok 18 922 8117 nb s wi N xr 5 en 
ieh ai a>Þ.; nyadd gion 19.7 oh tired 139 that 


Ana 41203 201.195 Gio) 0 en 
ba author 8 oy various paſſages. IT Ka 70. — 
cons zenten: then Michas's; FEA "gs not e hav ing 

e wor- 


p paid bo God 1 in his; na and ED wa 


tc wor- 


Si 


flatter Pn + Rag that 1 were De cars food 
on the Lund, becauſe they. had idols. with them, * 


| n ; till after the death of 
Samplon, and tirat it ended when, ihe art 


was taken, and the Danites were diſpoſſeſſed 
of their esBesafts W. the victorious Philiſ- 
tins. Of theſe two opinions one is at leaſt 
doubtful; according to the other, which 
ſeems to us the pb tobe this worſnip 
vas tolerated only in times of anarehy, and 
under the weak and unhappy adtminiſtration 
of Heli. We think, N "that an inſtance 
taken from ſuch froubled times and of ſo 
uncertain a date, proves but 1 1) if i * 
9 n bloody 910m - dagm.wod 
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Altho ſome Nürned: W Ven Aoubted 
whether Michas, and the Danites, worſhiped 
Rt 5A? 18 a 3: D119 'e109Dt) 0 185 2:11 idols; 

W Aktie! 8 75 ANR * Bt 34 2390 5 odT $334 7 

9 If at preves 5s This proef is till the. more 
wh. becauſe that onttary to the in itution 0 ofes, 
the Hebrews, after Joſhus, negleAted for 4 lobgrithe 1 
pb point chiefe, ho like 1 were to have a general 
uthority dver all Ifrael. That the greateſt patt of x 


Judges who ſucceed; 0 were ore of them. only 9 
t 


* on tribe, an not one them perhapy 
down to Samuel, had power ſufficient to make the 

religion flouriſh, Therefore it is not ſurpriſing, ee at 
a lime when the authority of government was ſo weak, 


and when the Cananeans were ſtill maſters of part of the 


country, an idolatrous worſhip ſhould have been kept up 
with impunity among ſome Dànites on the frontier. © See 
Chais on the Book of Judges. Edit. 
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idols, no one ee that dur 
fathers paid an idolatrous worſhip to Baal- 
Berith; but your notions with 8 ms 25 
worthip do not em very exact. 
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« of Gideon, worſhiped (a Baal-Berith, fot 
* near twenty years, and they renounced 
« the worſhip of . Adona!,: without making 
any prince, judge, or prieft, oty out mur- 
der. I allow their tramſgreſſion was great, 
*. but( if this piece of idolatry! was tolerated, 
how much more ſhould theſe differences 
be, which ſubſiſt in the true worſhip !” 


But who informed you, . fir, that the 
Hebrews worſhiped Baal. Berith, for near 
twenty years? The ſcripture mentions this 
worſhip, dut fixes! not the duration of it. 
Perhaps this piece of idulatry, which began 
After the death of Gideon, ended at the time 
that Thola became a judge. We think we 
have” reaſon to draw this coneluſion, from 
[if what the ſacred writer ſays, that God, 1 80 
14 png tedly by the repentance of his p 

— — — 4 deliberer in the Pet 7 
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Nis a misfortune, that the ſcripture does 

4 wk ſuy, that ome 1prigft- erred out murder. 

_ Your writers Would then have had a noble 
opportunity 1 declaring agsinſt prieſts. 


But had you reaſon to be ſurprized, that 
no prince or judge eondenined. thoſe crimes ? 
Alas! fir, what judge could do it, at a time 
when there were no judges ? For ſurely — 

do nat inſert Abimelech, in the number of 
the judges. A zeal for religion, and a love 
of order, were o not to 5 r from * 
a mouſter. I Fe 


V this piece *y Aue 1045 tolerated,” &c. 
* it aſtoniſning that it Was ſo, in g time of 
confuſion and 9 What! fir, is it a 
tyrant, ſuch as Ahimelech 7 Is it what paſſed 
under the odious and tottering adminiſtration 
of this uſurper, which you propoſe as a 
model to ſovereigns? Truly you Are ee 
ous in N out r el. 
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8 the Betbſamites bs goes e n 

; returning from the Is: atm: e m_—_ 
b ons on 5108 * 3 | 

Wh we 0 bene . fir 2 ne pro 8 

1ce as a proof of intolerance, the ſeverity 

e . ſheyed to the: Bethſamites; 1 
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Jem! be granted, that you refute this 


notion, in a triumphant manner. There is 
but one thing to be obſerved, which is, that 


this notion never yet came into * body: 8 
End... 


1 * "4 
1 


] No, ar, nobody ever yet- 3 5 ill. 
The whole is an ungrounded ſuppoſition on 
your part. You know this well; but you 
withed to bring in this piece of our hiſtory, 
and you found no other way of doing it. 
Indeed the turn is not happy, let us le 
whether the reflections at leaſt are juſt. 


45 8 The Lord, you ſay, cut off fifty thou- 
* ſand and ſeventy of his people, merely be- 

cauſe they had 6 on the ark, which 
* they ought not to have looked on. Such 
4 a mighty difference there is, between the 
* laws, the times, the ſewiſh cconomy, 
and every thing that we are 3 
« with. The unſearchable ways of God, 
4 are fo far ſuperior to ours! The ſeverity 
« ſhewn to this great number of perſons, 
_< ſays the judicious Don Calmet, will appear 
extraordinary, only to thoſe ho have not 
* conſidered to what a degree, God required 
« fear and reſpect from his people, and 
to thoſe who meaſure the views and 
. «ſchemes of providence, by the weak light 
of their reaſon.” Such are the reflections, 
r foreign to your ſubject, which! you have 
* 


eka 7 2 * J=ws. 319 


on ght” fit to in — tres tiſe.” You 
the i en 15 0 OE. * 
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| Altho' the ae of the e religi ous, 
does not ſeem at all to us, fuch as (1) you 
repteſent it, yet we chuſe to give another, 
which is better calculated for a man, who is 
1o well acquainted Wan, TINO as you are, 


* and 


1 * ou e It. Even ſuppoſe the nomber of 
tk daring culprits, was as great as Don Calmet ſup- 
_ Poſes, even if we were under the neceſſity, which we cer- 
tainly are not, of adopting the general opinion of inter- 

reters, would there _ hy thing 5 "ou unreaſonable 
in this account? 


When human e i thouſsvlb to the | 


ſupport of law, and the glory of the ſtate, their wiſdom 
is extolled. And can we not conceive that God m 


deſtroy fifty thouſand culprits to avenge his la ws,” which 


have been infringed; and his majeſty that has been in- 
ſulted ? “ God, ſays; a celebrated writer, Grotius, is 


c abſolute lord of our lives, and may without giving 


c any reaſon, and at what time he ale take away 
this his free gift.” Let us not then be ſurpriſed at his 


-taking it away Aue ſacrilegious people, who according 


to the law, had deſeryed to loſe it. As ſevere as this 
chaſtiſment may appear, is it comparable to. thoſe dread- 
ful ſcourges, , which his Avenging hand ſometimes infliets 
on guilty nations -* gr 
Attend to this. Self loye is a partial judge. -A ent 
bent to ourſelves, puts us in the place of the culprits, and 


becauſe we think we are ſomething, we dare accuſe God 
| of injuſtice : O man, light vapour! which doſt appear to 
day, juſt to diſappear to-morrow, doſt thou think thy 
life ſo important an object in the ſight of the Almighty, 
and doſt thou totally forget- thy I and his 
power! Chriſt. 
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and * can conſult manuſeripts and et 
texts... The anſwer is, that it MIY . 
clear, that fif ty thouſand and ſeventy, f. 
were ue dead on this occaſion. | 


And 10 fact is i likely that filty 19 55 


15 ſeventy. men went to look into | 
and is it a PI. 1a poſition, that ſo 
many perſons indu emſelyes 0 0 


crimin a curioſity ? 


Agreeably to this, the aythors. of the Ara- 
bick; and Syriac verſions, ſeem to have read no 
more in their manuſeripts, than foe thouſand 
men of the people. 4 oſephus goes {till farther. 
This ſacerdotal hi orian, who no doubt, 
poſſeſſed exact manuſcripts, reckons no more 


than ſeventy perſons put to death. And the 


learned Kennicott, has lately informed the 


puhlick, that he found no more in the du 


ancient manuſcripts which he collated. 
Thbaſe variations in the numbers, induce a 


n natural ſuſpicion, of ſome. alteration in this 


text. But the ſuſpicion is confirmed, when 


we conſider, that the Hebrew text, as jt is 


found in the printed Bibles, and! in moſt of 


the manuſeripts, if taken litterally, would 


ſignffy that God ſtruck 1 men, 7; I * 
22 5 due er a of no Tenſe 
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In ſhort, the alterati hich we believe 
was made in 125 FE EY one of thoſe 
which can ſcarcely be expected om : ood. 
tranſcriber. The omiſſion is merel y, (1). f a 
bog eb Methane! e eib of 

It is got even . to admit, that 
there Was ever any alteration in the text. 
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If we ſuppoſe with the learned Bochart, and 


Le Clerc, &c. that this particle is underft | 
ag is agreeable to the genius of the He- 
brew language, and to the conſtant practice 
of the interpreters, We AY: tranſlate the paſ⸗ 
ſage, in * very plain and natural 555 

Cod ftruck ſeventy, Rs aut -of fifty theuſand ; 

and thus the number becomes the fame, that 
Joſephus; wal and doctor Kennicot's two 
manuſcripts... Therefore it is not certain, 


ap 5 e ee wers KPH to FRA. 
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3 vain, -— 3 1 * num- 
ber of the e probably far beyond 


truth, you tell us, in order to extenuate 


their FI; that 8 condenoned f ig: to death, 
ie (pap Sai. A 2136 58, ee 
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* of. 4 ate 8 ab Lites; The. (Af, als 
Hebrews: It is a particle which abſwers to a O aer nt 
ſed of the Latins. Like other Hebrew particles, it 1 


| joined to nouns. Mr. de Voltaire, Who, they ſay, mY 


derſtands Hebrews and who quotes it, as if it was his 
mother tongue, will feel el han any one the truth 
of this en Hit. 
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ekabſe they bad Tooked on the Ark, vobicb they 
ought not 75 have' looked on. © No one can 
form .a doubt of their guilt.” They 
have known, that by an expreſs law, even 
the Levites were forbidden under pain of 
death, to touch the Ark, and to look on it 
when it was uncovered. Nevertheleſs, in 
defiance of theſe prohibitions, the Bethſamites 

dared” to come near it, raſhly fixed their 
eyes on it, and according to the Hebrew 
text, uncovered and (1) looked" into it. What 
difficulty can there be, in ſuppoſing that 
God chaſtiſed this publick and wilful act of 
MED this diſtruſtful and factilegious 
Edtiolity, by the death of "ſeventy culprits. 
And "that whilft he was miraculouſly re- 
ſtoring to his people, the ark of the = 
mony, he inflicted ſuch 'an exemplary 
mthment on them, as might keep all 9 
hereafter in due reſpect. In ſhort" the crime 
of the Bethſamites deſerved death by law, 
and the number of 'thoſe who ſuffered, has 
nothing incredible in it. Therefore now 
RE of” "your, Larcaſiris. ee e 


r 21 1 hx * 
> # 


|  yghr deins fall therefore, « on a con- 
: teſted fact. Whatever opinion we adopt of 
this fact, they are falſe. They have, 'accord- 
a be to 5 "RE „ no relation to the ob- 


F 4d 347 „ | ; 
+. #47 13 x 4 % Falk YT * 1 14 
4 ” oY N 
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"op Abby WY t wh the til of ce text, ; and 
many learned interpreters underſtand it ſo. Aut. 
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ject you have in view. Vou ſhould have 
inſerted nothing in your treatiſe, but what 
was certain and uſeful, and not. Baye over- 
loaded it with ſuch empty rubbiſh. 


To ſom up. You mention ſoar fas, in 


order to prove toleration, by the hiſtory of 
our judges. Of theſe, the firſt and fourth 


are out of the queſtion, the third proves 

toleration only in a time of anarchy and con- 
fuſion. And it is not clear, that the ſecond 
proves any thing at all. Theſe are truly 
ſolid ene and wot concluſive, exam- 


5 4 , 5 k P , G. + # 


* 


FA 8 FROM THE ; HISTORY 
© OF THE KINOS. 


kgs, the examples. which. you have 
taken from the hiſtory of our kings, will be 
more concluſive. "Let us s read . 


Solomon enjoys peace in the midſt of 


2 | his ame Jeroboam cauſes golden 
calves to be erected, and reigns during 
twenty years. The little kingdom of 
Judea, under Rehoboam, raiſes dos and 
<« ſtatues to range. gods. The holy king 

Aza, deſtroys not the high places, 1 — 
« ſhort we cannot find any Sante with 
« er to py e 
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It is eaſy to perceive here too, that you 


write in great haſte, or that you are but 


e WOO: our hiſtory.” 


$1. 


| Tiley of 1 Solon, Ribbons Feroboam, 
Se. N. 2 . F in 0 of Polerats on. 


e 1005 ON Shoes, -but was ks 10 un- 
puniſhed ? We have obſerved before. the days 
of his apoſtacy, were not the proſperous part 
of his reign. As ſoon as the ties of religion 
were diſſolved, the monarch gradually loſt 
the hearts of his ſubjects. His authority was 
enfeebled, and God who alone had the pri- 
vilege of trying and puniſfring him, haſtened 
to denounce vengeance on him, and to let 
fall that arm on his own head, which 
was afterwards to infliẽt (1) ſach dreadful 


8 on His family. 


But ſuppoſe Sotessen had been idolatrous, 
and en joyed peace, would this be a ſound 
argument in favour of your opinion, con- 
cerning toleration? Would it have been 
ſurpriſing, if ſubjects who had been long 
inured to obedience, ſhould, either thro' re- 


ſpect or fear, have winked at the falſe ſteps 
r 7015 an E 150 06-9 


os 


{i 


(t) Such þ dreadful blows. a on aiths ble of Sole 
mon and its conſequences, , Kings, ga III. ch. 11. &c. 


* 
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of a king, who had formerly ruled over 


them, with ſo much wiſdom and glory? 


And is it the purport of your treatiſe, to 
enquire whether ſubjects ought to tolerate 


their ſovereigns, or ſovereigns their ſubjects, 


when they profeſs a different worſhip from 


the eſtabliſhed ? Solomon was an idolater, 
but Solomon was a king, and an unhappy 
king. Therefore his example ſhould: not be 
an with ſo _—_— confidence. e 


(1) 3 wy: F arial erefled 5 
Nh fir; and many of our kings imitated 
their impicty. But in theſe great revolts, in 
which kings, and ſubjeQs, hurried! away 
the exam 4 of their kings, forſook the wor- 
ſhip of Ben fathers for ſtrange gods, how 
was it poſſible, for the ſmall e of the 
faithful in Iſrael, not to tolerate; the crowd of 
rebels? Who doubts but that oppreſſed re- 
ous e to e the N 


Gn 75 1 75 en Hos 5. 1 
they were ' tolerant 2 8 of th 
leurne 4 C a 4. | 


7 * holy ting Jo von wo 7 not coke 
high "_ iſt. The worſhip of N places, 
2 WY | N 8 n altho 


©) Mb and Reboboam. See Book 11. of * 
ch. 12, and 14, &c. 
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altho': ahh; was not idolatrous. 'There- 
fore, it was a weakneſs, a prudential act, 
bordering on timidity, to permit this, but it 
could not well be called e in the 
ſenſe 1 | | 


i Be it as it Sat” athens halts or 
havin g done ſo much to re-eſtabliſh the 
true worſhip in his kingdom, feared to in- 
cenſe the minds of men, if he went any 
farther. He thought proper to yield to ne- 
ceſſity. And we do not ſuppoſe, that it is 
the bent of your treatiſe, to teach ſovereigns 


to endure what 7 mot Fe. No 
bac: e 65091G 1 i 


* ing Ons, Fan ne 2 his 1017 
king to us, banifhing from his kingdom every 
abomination, puniſhing idolatry, even in the 
perſon of his mother, ſwearing with his 
whole people, to put any one amongſt them to 
death, who would not ſeek with all his heart, 
(1) the God of their . ; and yet you 
place him i in the lift 0 ee kinge! 


Wenge we "ny this pious monarch; and 
after his example Joſaphat, Hezekias, Ma- 
naſſes, Joſias, &c. &c. breaking idols, and 
bee n 5 „een driving their 

i e priest 


(i) God / their aun, Bel Paralignmnen, ch. big 


"Is 7 
{ 189 z 
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prieſts and worſhippers. out of the country, 
we find it hard to perſuade, ourſelves, tha 
under our kings, there, never was . fan- 

ftraint with reſpect to religion,” + Bald. 
| n 11208 70 

Do you then 1 in carnel 5 piopoſe "the holy 

king Aza, as a model of tol gration 1 alers! 
If they followed his ſteps, we ſhould all of 
us, ſectaries, deiſts, .phjloſaghers Jews, &c. 
&c. cry out perſecution: Like an unſkilful 


advocate, you hurt the e n wy 
think oy are W 


112 


r is ; wanting now to 5 e 
6 proof, but to quote Jezabel murd MS 5 
prophets of the Lord, ſehu ſlaught: 
one, day all. the priefts of Baal, Manaſſe 
before his return to the Lord, del vein 195 1s 
ſalem with the blood of thoſe fait 
who refuſed to worſhip his idols, HY 855 
'Theſe would be admirable paterns of tole- 
ration, and excellent inſtances that, under 
our kings, there Was, N ee wich re 
He, fo worſhip. 841 ht d batdnp 
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hat miſtakes, be he MORON is le. 

Alas, ſir, for whom are you meritingh:r in) 
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FCS rl FROM THE en 
AND WRITINGS OF THE PROPHETS. 


You are. not more ſnoveſefil. in provin 
toteration i in the Jewiſh ſtate, by the conduct 
and be 5 of e e . _ 1 


ae ine 
a =» N 


abe nasa tu | 001 
dr dei i oy Elias al ln. Ny 


F 
9 beg n oduclh two. . of 
per GY by Elias, Hs other of Elitha. 
You bw. that this Is no proof in favour of 
lerdtion. It is only an objection, which 
yo pg to Ulear up, in order to have 0 


tunity of 5 85 the . of 
iz fe two propher 05 K 


1 
el n | oy $444 
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_ ms 700 5 proßbell. Theſe tos fads bave dern 
5 by Tindall, as well as thoſe of Joſhua, Michas, 
the Bethſamites, and almoſt all thoſe which have, or 
ſhall be mentioned, bs courſe of this letter. Mr. de 
Voltaire only repeats Eng Am Deiſts words, In theſe 
petty criticiſms, he is ſo” n Baht the 'henour of 
invention, that he has not even that of applying them 
properly. Could he think that no one would ever read 
Tindal, or be acquainted with the learned anſwers given 
to him? What a part do theſe oracles of philoſophy act, 
theſe. mighty geniuſes, Who think themſelves born to 
give light 10 the univerſe, when they become every mo- 
ment, the poor * of a poor writer! Edit, 
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Elias, you fay, called down fire from 
« heaven, to conſume the prieſts of Baal 
_ « Eliſha brought bears to devour forty-two 
« little children, who had called him bald- 
« head. But theſe examples are uncommon, 
n 
6 tempt to imitate them.” . 


Fear net; fir, that any one fthall-imitate 


them. Men, who with a word, call the 
bears from the foreſt, and the fire down from 
heaven, will always be ſcarce on earth. And 


wien we” ſhall find any of them in veſted 


with theſe powers, we ſhall have good rea- 
on to | TIGER that they act upon juſt mo- 


Let us ene by the way, that Elias did 
not call down fire from heaven 70 con- 

fume the priefts of Baal, but to Falle the 
guards of Achab, who were preſenting the 
prophet with an order from that impious 
prince to repair to his court, and who were 
puſhing forward, without any reſpect for his 
function, in order to compel him. Theſe 
are two different facts, which a man ſo well 
verſed in dur hiſtory'as you are, ſhould not 
have confounded. Vou Wola not read the 
third book of kings carefully, which you 
quote. But human nature 18 fo weak, and a 
nau 5 15 e 1 * in Pet that l 
| tle 
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little miſtakes, muſt not be matter | of . 


8 2. 
. Jether Eliſha gave e 1rmiie fo 
wor ip idols. ii e 


Ti} Big) you add, when Naaman the. ido- 
* blade aſked Eliſha; to permit him to fol- 
* low his king into the temple of Remmon, 

* and to worſhip with him there, did not 
this ſame Eliſha, (1) who had cauſed the 
children to be devoured 80 the n an- 
« ſwer him, 8⁰ in peace? 


Naanan | 


(i) Who bad cauſed the OOF TOR Sc. We wal add 
an obſervation of the learned doctor Leland, to what we 
have ſaid above on this fact. Theſe children were of 
Bethel, the chief ſeat of chat idolatry which then pre- 
vailed in Iſrael. Is it inconceivable that an event, which 
might have happened in the common courſe of things, 
may have heen ſo brought about by providence, as to 
avenge the prophet, Who had been inſulted when he 
began his miſſion, and to poniſh the idolatrous fathers in 
their children, who were ws e and idelaugos them- 
ſelves? _. 

- Tindal made one 1 more to this 15 We 
are ſurprized that Mr. de Voltaire has let it eſcape him, 
it deſerved to be inſerted in his two chapters as well as 
many others. Tindal ſaid it was impoſſible that two 


bears ſhould eat forty-two children. But we may anſwer 


Tindal, that the Hebrew word ſignifies to tear, to. pull in 


pieces, as well as to devour. We thought fit to relate this, 


the Engliſh deiſt's objection, becauſe it may give an in- 
ſight into his character. Edit. 
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MNaaman . the idolater ! Naaman, after 
| baving been healed by Eliſha, had embraced 
the worſhip of the God of Iſrael. Therefore 
he was not an idolater. The very queſtion 
which he puts to the prophet proves it. He 
propoſes to him, ſomething like a caſe of 
conſcience. Naaman had juſt declared, that 
he would offer no more burnt-offering or victims 
to ſlrange gods, and that he would worſhip none 
but the Lord. As he was determined to kee 

his word, he enquires from Eliſha, not whe- 
ther he may ſtill worſhip the idol of Remmon, 
(for this would have been giving the lie to 
his late proteſtation, ) but Whether he may 
continue to perform the duties of his office 


under his maſter in the idols temple, ſuch as 


accompanying him thither, giving him the 
arm, and even bowing his body there, if it 
was needful for the prince's ſervice. This is 


the only ſubje& of his W and Por that | 


| Eliſha | eat 6 SHE] ef | 
The words, to- coor ſhip with 1000 575 which 
you render the text, are a little ſtroke of art, 
which cannot deceive any one, who under- 


ſtands the Hebrew or Latin word that an- 


ſwers to them. It does not neceſſarily ſignify 


worſhip, in the modern ſenſe of the word, 
it £80: dae, to at or 9 the e 
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Truly, if we cannot ſee, that this permiſ- 

ſion obtained by the ſtranger Naaman, is (1) a 

convincing proof, that toleration was always 
iſed in the Nein Binnen is it our 


] fault ? 
Jdolatrous kings called by the a the 
Ee of god. 


Is it our fault again, if we cannot perceive 
the flighteſt relation, between the. ſubject 
which you treat, and; Abele words which 
follow? | 


* 3 is ; called in, Jeremiah, 


« the ſervant of God. 'The Kir or Korech, 


cor Korroes, whom we call Cyrus, is ho- 
* noured in the fame way. God, in Iſaiah, 
4 calls him his Chriſt, his anointed, altho' he 
* was not anointed, according to the com- 
mon 11 gnification of the. word, and that he 

followed 


0) 4 tantincing FED It mill be {ill les ſo, if we 
adopt the explanation which the learned Bochart gives 
of this paſſage. According to him, it is not a permiſſion 
which Naaman requeſts for the time to come, it is an 
humble confeſſion of the paſt, an expreſſion of bitter 
ſorrow; and the anſwer of the prophet, go in peace, has 


no other object, but to pacify an alarmed conſcience. 
Bochart thinks the original text ſuſceptible of this mean- 


ing, and we think ſo too, Mr. de Voltaire is at liberty 
to adopt this explanation. Edit. 
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followed the religion of Zoroaſter. He 
4 calls him his ſhepherd, altho he was an 
« uſurper in the fight of men. There is 
* not in the whole ſcripture, a ſtronger token 
„of fondneſs” What a deal of learning 
thrown away ay 


De Kir, Korech, or Korroes. This is duſt 
thrown into the eyes of the unlearned.6o 


God calls him his anointed, altbo he was not 
anointed, according to the common fignification 
of the word. What is there ſurprizing in 
this? Can words never be uſed but in their 
common - acceptation ? This is a fine re- 
flection indeed | , 


Abo he followed the religion of Zoroafter. 
You are ſurprized, that this religion was not 
a bar to the favour of God; and yet you 
ſay in another place, that its followers 200 
ſhipped none, but the ſupreme Being and paid 


him a pure ſervice | 


Hie calls him his ſhepherd, altho he was 
an uſurper in the fight of men. Altho Cyrus 
was an uſuper in the fight of men, yet he 
executed the decrees of God on his people. 

For this reaſon, he calls him his ſhepherd, © 


But let us drop theſe obſervations, and 
come to the point. Our prophets do call 
17183 Fe Nabuchodonozor 
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| Nabuchodonozor the ſervant of God, and 


Cyrus his Anointed, his Chriſt, his Shepherd. 
Yes, fir, and this is a proof, that the God of 
our fathers, was not, as ſome free-thinkers 
imagine, a local divinity, a God of a parti- 
cular people, but the God of the univerſe, 
whoſe providence conducts all events, and 
extends to all empires. Kings and con- 
querors are his miniſters, and execute none 
but his commands. They are in his hands, 
inſtruments of 'mercy, or of vengeance. 


Therefore, our prophets very juſtly call them 


bis ſervants, and his miniſters. But does it 
follow, that toleration was practiced in the 
Jewiſh ſtate, becauſe idolatrous kings and 
conquerors, are in this ſenſe, the ſervants 0 
the Lord? All that we ſhall fay is, that the 
juſtneſs of this inference does not appear 
85 715 


e e 
A Paſſage of Malachi. 


« We'ſce, you ſay, in Malachi, that from 
« the riſing to the ſetting ſun, the name 
« of the Lord is great among the nations, 
and that pure. oblations, are e where 
6 offered unto big 180185 


But as in the time of Malachi, idolatry 
was wp read thro' almoſt all the nations of the 
Genen earth, 
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earth, the prophet neither did nor could 
mean, that then pure oblations, were every 
where offered unto the Lord. This text 
therefore, is only a prophecy, of what was to 
happen on that day, when all nations were 
to return to the true God. A man who un- 
derſtands Hebrew as well as you do, muſt 
know that in this language, the ſame in- 
flection of the verb, ſerves to denote the 
future, as well as the preſent time. Now 


what relation has this ata A with your 
ou ions on toleration ? 


$5 


Of the N; inevites, of Melebiſdeck, of Ba- 
00 _— Se. 101 


From Malachi, you ſuddenly 16 to * 
Ninevites, and to Melchiſedeck, &c. God, 
you ſay, protects the idolatrous Ninevites, 
he threatens and forgives them. Melchi- 
ſedeck, who was not a Jew, was a prieſt 
* of God; Balaam, an idolater, was a pro- 
« phet. The ſcripture therefore ſhews us, 
that God not only tolerated the other 
nations, but alſo took a fatherly care of 


„ them. And after 0p: we 5205 to be into- 
. lerant * * 


What a all this oibvey: Add * the 
example 'of Melchiſedeck, | ak tho'-not'a 


Jew 
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Jew, was a worſhipper and prieſt * the 
true God, prove that "God * idolaters, 
or that the Jewiſh - Wa La Was Not 
always intolerant: . 7: 


Pale an 1 Match. £ Are | you FI of gas. 
Do you not know, that this is a very doubt- 
ful queſtion, which you Wat in a nt! 


Balaam an ichlarer, 42295 4 Pe wi Gene- 
rally thoſe who believe Balaam was an 5 
later, do not look upon him as a prophet, 
but as a magician. And thoſe who believe 
him a prophet, do not look upon him as an 
2 but as an avaricious corrupt man. 

Be that as it will, Balaam ſoon obtained the 
reward due to his crimes, an unhappy death. 
'S hus god tolerates him. 


6 ad ant Aalen L — 8 abe 
4 to be intolerant. An admirable way of 
reaſoning indeed! But God tolerates highway 
men _- and would you infer from this, 
that human eee _ to > Bo: ſo, as 
well be? | 2H... ad 


+ 1 ce 
"has of Each el. 
You coridude, ſir, by ſaying, as a ſtrong 


ry: of toleration in the n IR 
"A 
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that the _ of Ezekiel; which, N to 
ou, gives the Few: ſh'precepts quite contrary to 
No, — Foo; —— 
| er the I" 3 3 oy 
beth in ©1 {C3 fol lon IP 
+ Hort i tt meds e517 he 5 
1 Moſes; you tay; often tells the * ews, aha 
* God puniſlnies the fathers in the children, 
unto the fourth generation. And yet not- 
« withſtanding” this his expreſs declaration, 
„Ezekiel tells them, that the ſon: ſhall not 
bear the iniquities of the father. He goes 


even ſo far, as to make God ſay that he 


had given them precepts" which were not 
good. But this — not the leſs 


« welcome into the es n i . | 


ern en N 


Je: ae to 2 this woe? 8 
this pretended contradiction ſhould be ſſiewon 
to be real, and it ſhould appear, that the 
ancient Jews ee oh roo nee nei- 
ther + ou an de new. 


aas ee thats ui fathers i hall "A 


iſhed unto the fourth generation in their 
r who ſhall happen to be guilty like 
themſelves. Ezekiel ſays, that children who 
have not tranſgreſſed; ſhall not be puniſhed 
for the _ of their fathers; Is there any 
iction in this? er Aer l EE 1] 
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The "Og during the: Babyloniſh captivity, 
pretended that they were puniſhed only for 
the: ſins. of their fathers. The fathers, ſaid 
they, bave eaten ſour grapes, and the: children's 
teeth are ſet on edge. In order to ſilence them, 
Ezekiel aſſures them in the moſt poſitive 
manner, and ſtrongeſt terins, that if they 
will ceaſe from — the examples of 
their fathers, and imitating their crimes, they 
ſhall not be puniſhed for them. Now, 10 
ſaith he, F 4 nun beget à ſon that ſeeth all 
has fathers ſins, which he bath dane, and-con- 
federeth,: and' doth not ſuch lite; that huth eve- 
cuted God's: judgments, and walted in bit fla- 
tutes, he ſhall nat die fur the iniquity of bis 
Fether, he: ſhall: ſutely: live. Exekiel therefore, 
does not contradict Moſes, who ſpeaks only 
of thoſe children, who followed the evil ex- 
amples- of their fathers, ande whom God 
puniſhes at the ſame time, ſor the crimes of 
Foe orgs and for on 1 F884 5 


Sd 
12 


Thus a eee Beni ler 
to Tindal, who makes the ſame objection, 
explains theſe; paſſages, and this explanation 
is not new. It is not only that of our moſt 
famous modern rabbies, ſuch as Aben Bara, 
Solomon; Jarchi, the Talmudiſts in the Gue 
mara, but alſo, that which the Chaldaick 
paraphraſt, had adopted long before them. 

e * ee tet —— Moſes, | to 


mean 


mw 


1 : 84 
< k . 
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mean Mellen children, bo walb inthe: pur 
_ verſe ways" of \their fut hero. Neither the an 
cient Jews, nor the moderns, therefore, ever 
acknowledged this pretended formal contra- 
diction, which you ſee in n en . 
which aha in them. Wüwoss 
05 what AA chun Buokiel — fs 
far as to make God ſay, that he had given 
his people precepts vnbich auere not good; I the 
. ophet had meant by theſe precepts and 
aws, given to the Hebrew in the wilderneſs, 
thoſe precepts, thoſe laws, which Moſes calls 
holy, excellent, ' wonderful,- the” contradiction. 
| rtainly be p lain. But upon opening 
| the tweantionts chagner of Ezekiel, a e 
you take this objection, Tread the following 
words, I cauſed them: to go forthout ef the land 
Y Egypt, ſays the L ſpeakeing to the 
Jes, and brought them imo the toi lle refs. 
And I gave them my ftatutes, and Jhtwed them 
my par aha whi 2 Fa man do, he ſhall even. 
live in tbem. Moreover; alſo, I. Saus blen ay 
ſabbarls, to be a fign between | me and them, 
that they might know that I am the Lord,” who 
ſanttify rbem But the Houſe o, Iſrael rebelled 
again "me in the\avilderneſs,” they walked not in 
2 Ne and they deſpiſed my Judgments, 
Þ 41 3 eee live in them. 
1, I. ſaid, I wou poitr out my -fi 
N te walken to qo e 
2393 85 thele eſs, 
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theleſs,-\ine eye ſpared them, frum deſtroying . 
them, neither 4% Lale an end of them, in the 
wilderneſs"; But, : I ſaid unto their cluldren 
in-the pilderneſs,:avalk: pe not in the Natutes of. 
your: fathers, neither obſerve thein .yudgments; 
nor defile yourſelves with their idolsy lam tbe 
Lord your God, walk in my ſtatutes, and keep 
my commandments and de them. Not avitihſtand- 
ing: the ' children. rebelled againſt; me, they 
walked. not in my ſtatutes, neither Lebt my 
1 1% oY 3 them, m—__ i 4.n man e Pe 


"i 52 2 o * 8 14 
4 — —_— . 2 . ex- 
. cellence of. thoſe precepts, which God gave 
| | the Iſraelites in the wild erneſs, and of which 
1 Moſes extols the goodneſs. On the contrary, 
4 he acknewledges, and thrice. repeats, that 
[| theſe precepts were good, and that if a man do 
* ö them, he ſhall euen live in them. So * 1 
3 | | ane de erf with Moſes... 
| Nh ( \\ Re SOA Ay 8 IB SE N . 
1 But — ads Rill continuing to: 3 in 
Fr the perſon of God, I liſted up nine hand alſo. 
þ = to them in the wilderneſs, that is, I ſwore to 
1 them, that I would.\ſcatter. them among tbe 
1 Heatben, and diſperſe. them tbro - the countries, 
|. becauſe they had not executed my judgments; but 
6k Lad deſpiſed 'my ſtatutes, and had polluted, my 
1 ſabbaths, and their eyes were after their fathers 


4 Lal, een Tgeve. them d, fal that 
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were nor good, and judgments whereby; 11 
ſhould not li ve. Aud. I polluted them in their 
om gifts,. in that they cauſed to paſs thro. the 
firez. « all: that openethnthe a * On SI. 
57 Stig 3z233 513 40 noiisnslg 720013 flib 8 
As if he ohad:cfaid; becauſe they had: re- 
jected my:ſtatutes army iprecepts, the obs 
mag ras are Would have 
and be happy I guve A thsbes 
permitted ther-:taofollowþi very! differbnt 
ſtatutes und prerepts. What ſtatintes:ame pre 
cepts? 'The cruel: rites and -deteſtableopracy 
tices (2) of idolatrous nations, of the wor- 
ſhippers of Baal-peor; U⁰́jö Molgchir Bec. 
who burned their children and committed a 
thouſand impurities in honour: of [theſe falſe 
Gods. nTheſtb art the precrpui which: werent 
good, the ſhameful and fatal. bſer vate to 
Which God had given up the rebellious 
foiien9o. to Hoch gilt Us 516 il Iarliles, 
190 bas eogBuf 1 o you 2003 doifive 


-01q 190; 10: 2900, bas tubes > 26} Henk E- 
ti) i 12 them-to fall] |: I have giuen . ; 


Read of | ge them to; follow z ¶ have, palluted a 


let them po te themle ves; which « — 

mt 250% thut is, Which were dbteſtable. All theft figures 

are ſo cmm n ſeripzvesg that they Ganner ſtop any 

—— who underſtands Hebrew but n little. To be ſure 
bi NN 7 0 ee 


Are Te ex planation 


t 
* 2) le, and de L le ble to the 
text z it owe bythe Chaldeanpataphraſt} hy South, 
Walls he learned! Yieinga, 63 Waterland adopis it 


his anf wer to Tindal. 
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zelitess and with which he. vg —_— 
ee Ig 
* We know that ſome evitivks h mare . 

a different explanation of the text, and we 
do: not pretend rvither to confute or exelade 
it. But whatever ſenſe is gwen to this 
dit is clear that / Eackiel did not mean 


* 


ntradict ' Moſes, with whom he agrees, 
amd that he could not contradict him, with- 


out; comtradiftirip himſelf, which; I ſuppoſe, 


vou d fit charge; katewith!: 11 TI 2 iT 8 990 2 IJ 


1077 S911} to anon enoihslobi lo- {2} : 

> Thidsptetendd formal contradidtiom, the 
beten Ezelichand Moſes, is nothing but a 
mere rabil, and the ar -whictr you 
draw from alte in fa ur of tol tration, va- 
niſhes along withlit.! Bak fest od; ors 
2846! 809 1 . * du. r bet bod fit 
Theſg, fir, are all the proofs of Keldeation; 
Winch the hiftory of our judges and our 
kings, the conduct and writings of our pro- 
you with. We have 
otfiftted” none. In karnelt, d yo think 
thele arguments very ſolid, ang ae proper. 
for the , purpoſe of recommending, toleration. 
to the rulers of this world? We doubt of it; 
and we who with ' welt to "toleration, and 
to whom it is neceſſa 


* $4 2 15 57 ; 
in your two chapters. Wan fir,” had you 


nothing 
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nothing better to ſay? We think 88 are 


not nice enough in the choice of your 
Obſerve this, that bad reaſons take ph im fro 
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ove that toleration was carried to an hi gh 
itch in the Jewiſh government.” ' Miſtake 
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* 1515 Organ 211 t 2 75 e 
. 


J 
# # - - # 3 © a+ + 


"ED ſeems Sonia fr, that you find ths. | 
thing praiſe-worthy in the ancient Hebrews, 
You even think that you may propoſe them 
as models to the poliſhed nations of Europe. 
This ſavage clan, this intolerant nation, and 
(1) of all- ancient nations, the moſt intolerant, 
was not only tolerant, but extremely tole- 
rant. This encomium may perhaps appear 
contradictory to ſome readers. It is there- 
fore e 5 to 1. how Tay « our een N 
it. 


oB 5 it on 1 0 e chat 
ſubſiſted between the ſects which they tole- 
Cat a In order to 00 the whole N and 
185 ae 


(1) Of all ancient nations. 1b Mr. de Voltaite alt 
us with having been the moſt intolerant nation of all an- 
tiquity, we may comfort ourſelves, for he upbraids chriſ- 
tians with having been to this time the moſt intolerant of 

men. To this pretended intolerance, he aſcribes the 
| ane, and Maire which the chriſtians endured 
under Nero, Domitian, Maximian, Decius, & c. &c. 
Roman emperors very tolerant indeed! Every one has 
heard of their mildneſs and humanity ! Edit, | 
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ſolidity of this argument, we muſt firſt con- 
ſider,” whether you 8 a juſt account of the 
opinions of thoſe s ſecondly, whether, 
ſuppoſing your account juſt, they could not 
tolerate each other, without being extremely 
tolerant; and laſtly, Whether they really tole- 
rate each other. Such, fir, is the ſcope of 
this letter. It will appear very extraordinary, 
if after having ſo often abuſed our anceſtors 


without foundation, ® bu have now pralſed | 
8 r uber reaſon.” e IR JIE 
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If we believe 3 Wa "the baile are 
oK — and their ſect is not"by"m 
gears prior to (1) your vulgar era. Von go 
ſtill further in another place; you fix the 
period of their origin, and you ſay, that 


they ungſe (2) 4 1 ow. nine Ay ne bY 


e ron bovil 10, 4H 
k g ; 4 : #Y A 
i Javed a £13. x $a 1 en 


„ is difficult, ſir, to dts this aſſertion 
with the writings of Joſephus, who repre- 
3 15 800 them as formidable; * fovercigns, even 


100 we in 


— ane ve See -Philoſoph. Diet, add, 
Philo de PHiſtoire. Wa 


(2) A very ſhort time, 6. see \Philofoph. Dian, 
"Art. ee | | ä 
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in the time of the high prieſt Hircan, about 
one hundred and twenty years before Chriſt. 


It is hard to conceive, that a ſect which was 


formidable to ſovereigns one «hundred and 
twenty. years before Chriſt, and who even then 
according to yourſelf, wanted to condemn 
the high . prieſt to impriſonment (1) and 
whippi — wer have aries 1 a tie time 


before 70 Cue 450 Of 0 e 


"You add, that the” Phoriees did 2. 
ill the time of Hillel. Now Hillel is fo 
poſed to have lived under Herod: the grea 
and you make him yourſelf cotemporary of 


Samaliel, who W²⅛Ʒͤ (2) the maſter of Paul. 


Do you think, ſir, that it is eaſy to conceive, 


that a{e& Which Was numerous and power- 


ful ane hundred and twenty gears before Chriſt, 
could have for its founder, a man Who lived 
under Herod the great, 4 coremparary |'of 
Paus maſters, ys: a Hillel P-ery this 
ſect yhen he was in his nurſes arms! Or this 
Neſtor of the Hebrews, lived much W 


than the _— of the nn 


mp 


2 1311 ts sit 311500097 OF. + Mih "ab 47 
bie. i vs 5 drop, theſe petty beer, 
ae . af the Pharifers, which Lane 


4) And: heat; Bee Philo. of ud. Article, 


| 07 im us ſince Saul, Aut. 5 
5 


(2) The 150 of Pau. See Diaion, Philoſoph. Anicle 
e aut, 0s i noon: 
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bon thinks was prior to the vulgar Era by 
two hundted years, which Scaliger places (1) 
under the Maccabees, which others believe 
to have been as far back as Eſdras, in ſhort, x 
tainty, and which you determine with ſo 
much preciſion and (2) confidenſe.. 


1 1 . 


e | CCC 
Let us proceed to the account you give 
of their doctrine. Vou ſay in your text, 
that: they believed in fate, and the tranſini gra- 


”® 

- * a 

4 Wd 4A Ad $54 4 55 £4 oaCOIATIY LEY 
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CARDIO. 1062; inge note who 
( Under the, Maccalees. Scaliger, Serarius, and 
Down without daring to determine any thing, believe 
that the Phariſees may have ariſen from that ſociety of 
Jews, who in the time of the Maccabees; retired into 
the wilderneſs to avoid perſecutlion. They were at firſt 
called Afſideans, and atterwards Phariſees, that is, g ſepa- 
rate people, for ſo they really were, firſt, by their habita- 
tion, and afterwards by their attachment to their tradi- 
tions, their Habit, their auſtefities, &. Otkers have 


oppoſition x0 the Sadducees, future rewards and puniſh- 
er ; 4 880 RES ae Fwd 75 * 


Baſnage, is 
this ſect is unknown, than to make fruitleſs/ enquiries 
after-it. See be hiſtory of the Jews, Bock II. ch. 10. 
Ain ee Ani van e 
them more ancient. He pretended to probe the antiquity 
of che Pharffees by a regular ſueceſſion from Adam to 
this time. Cbriſſ. 


Fay 


Ni 
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„ vbo wrote in the twelfth century, thought 
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bY: man, and the 
fatality,” if We may ufe this term to nx 
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nion Yate 3s antient and univerſal, (tis much 


to call it u niverſal,) it is always to-be-found in 


Homer. It was ſuppoſed by the pbilzſophero. 


Vou want to make people confound the 
fyſtem of the Phariſees, with that of Homer, 


and the philoſophers. Vet there are dif- 


ferences in theſe ſyſtems, which you ſhould 
yy apprized your readers of. © 


48 1 * 3 TEC 34} 94 X | 1 et 3%T 


Homer's fate is ſapefior - even to Jupiter: 


Fats edle Jupiter muſt obey. That of 


the philoſophers, or at leaft of — philoſo- 


phers, is a concatenation of cauſes and ef- 


fects without a firſt cauſe; or, according to 


others, a phyfical and neceſſary gen 


tion of cauſes and effects. The firſt ſyſtem 


is an abſurd piece of atheiſm, and the. econd 


feems to take from God due ee ans. 
Fo. man his ö 975 17 


p my oy o%. 
48} 2 


The bay: had. a 06 695 the "MY % 
providence of God. "Thee 


their. FTeatiments, f is providence itſelf, an 
decrees. ©. The Phariſees,” ſays 1 us, 
who was himſelf a Phariſee, and conſe- 
quemti) well inſtructed in their opinion, 
« believe. that the decrees. of. prohidener rule 
all natural events; but they do not take 


from men free- will. They think that pro- 
« vidence Which acts in an n Ablolöte 2 1 85 
4. with, regard to natural, events, modes 


* | * oy 
3b 82 ett its 
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ite power in acts of virtue 3 10 vice, that 


they may be free, and worthy, 0h: reward 
* 0 punbſhanent.” 22 ANT ION Ts 1188 


Hg U 94 
' Kai 


\2 EN 
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11 „Such Was ps a ne as Phariſees, ſir; 
this is not Homer's fate, nor the fatality of 
ſome philoſophers. Nor is it (1) yours. 
That = the {wary ra ſeems to 9: 10 ee 


(2) en ee in Wyre 

it 8 | > * ? 
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* Non; is it yours. — with hed 1 to this, the ; artle | 
| des, Chaine' des Evenemens, Deſtinte, Liberts, Ge. of. the 
Diction. Philoſoph. The author in theſe maintains an 
abſolute fate. He aſſerts there, that. every thing is ne 
ſary in the moral, as well as the natural world. That 
a man 145 29. more liberty | than his dog. That our will 
is neceſſarily determined in conſequence of thoſe" ideas 
\ which pre! ent themſelves neceſſarily; to us, &c. And if 
you enquire what is to become of ue he anſwers that 
he does not underſtand vou. And if you. aſk, him, how 
can divine juſtice puniſh crimes which are committed 
thro? neceſſity, he tells you, that ſome people can ſolve 
this difficulty, but that he cannot. And if you inſiſt, he 
adds, I have neceſſarily the paſſion of writing this ar- 
„ ticle, and you have the paſſion to condemn me. We 
* are equally fooliſh, equally the laughing ſtock of fate. 
„ Thy nature is to do evil, mine is to love truth and to 
„ publiſn it in ſpite of the.“ This is, truly inſtrudtive, 
| falinary; dodkrine, worthy: of the oracles of modern phi- 
| loſophy! Such is the AA! rtable reſult. of all their en- 
Auiries, and the happy fruits” of their labbürsf What 


ignorant and ſtupid philoſophers were our W in 
compariſon of theſe gentlemen! Aut. 


(2}-Nathing blame-worthy. in it. One of. their, brin- 


| Na according to. Joſephus, was, that man, in order to 


: PEE 


» Tl 1 . "Xo tot 2 5200 01 


F 
| - 


| 
. 
| l 
. 
of 1 
1 
xi l 
U 
1 1 
1 4; 
8 


— 


ha _— — — — - 

— —— — — — 

7 — — — _ 
* 


— _—_ __— 
Jy, — 
—— II —— tg 
—— 
— 


— 
— - 


— 


— — — 
—— — — — 
— — — —— 
— — — — — 


- - 
— — 


— ay nn 

— + * 

— — — 
—— * 


— —— 
— > 
: — bal 


= 
— — 
— — 


— 


"1 2 £1 — 


— 


P 38 Py . 
n 
„ 


— irn EE EE 


Nor is the metempſycboſis of the Phariſtes 
the ſame with that of the admirabie ſiſteeuth 
book of Ovids I The Fhariſees 

believed, that the ſouls of good men went 
into a ſtate of the higheſt" daß appineſs, from 
whence they might return to —— world; and 
animate other human bodies. But at the 

ſame time, they held for certain, that the 
ſouls of the wicked were ſhut up for '&ver in 
dark dungeons, where they ſuffered, to all 
eternity, puniſhments proportioned to their 
crimes. Theſe ideas, if we are not miſtaken, 
do not ſquare well with the Metempſychoſis, 
which was brought og {be ind es _ king 


ee . Ovid. 


However, as he's W of the Phariſees 
did not in any point contradict; the law of 
Moſes, we do not ſee that an high degree of 
toleration was de for tolerating — 
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Toleration was ſtill less eng 7 * 

ſect of the Eſſenes, as it was rather a reli- 
gjous mente than a rey n Laie 1 t was 
n n Ak 
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do good, wants the allitance of bt that is, Nik — 
dence, and of its grace. Could they explain themſelves 
in a more orthodox yy mn | 


7 


TEST 1 * gt 


an aſſuciation of pious and g 
the deſire of ſtill higher perfe 
They were taken up with comtemplation, or 
with Agriculture, and other uſeful arts, and 
thus led in ſolitude, a blameleſs innocent life. 
They were zealous worſhippers of the God 
of our-fathers, and altho tbey offered no fatri- 
fices in the temple, yet they ſent thither their 
oblations. They highly reſpected the legiſla- 
tor, and his name was among them in the 
1 veneration. They looked upon thoſe 


nn. 


It is true, ao 1 that en cli life 
the ſouls of 1804 men Were conveyed beyond 
the ocean, to a delightful place, Where nei- 
ther the piercing colds: of winter, nor the 
ſcorching heats of ſummer could be felt; 
and that the ſouls of the wicked were ſhut 
up under the earth in a dark and frozen 
cave, here they endured eternal torments. 
But this opinion, which bears ſome” reſetn- 
blance to that of the Greeks, was not very 
different from chat of the Phariſces, and f 
the greateſt part of the Jews. The Eſſenes 
e with them as to the fundamental 
point, future rewards and puniſhments, and 
differed: from them only as to the 
Might not this ſligim diſtiackon be edlveated, 
2 in men W reflected a e 
their 
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their nation, (1) by virtues 3 xtor ted 
be dee from (2) heather. 51155 
»F +11. BHI 5 FLOG EFT $48; 41 48 497907 rt T 


Even your vines are not en on the 


| plata of future (3) rewards and puniſhments, 


and yet they tolerate one another And 


that famous poet among you, Who took it 


into his head to place hell beyond the ſun, 

in a ſphere particularly appointed for this 
po wanne Hoke: NEO a as far as 
N Pg * io Nei 3 Nr ebe. 3 Ay 
0 37 ee Ge, Zee what e 5 Philo 


pl , ; Bas - 
L972 * 3 


have ſaid of them. Some chriſtians have been ſo ſtruck 


by it, that they would willingly have inſerted them as 
members of the primitive church. Edit. 

(2) From beathens. | See Solinus, ch. 38. and Pliny, 
lib. 5. Pliny obſerves with Philo, and perhaps after 


him, that the Eſſenes diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 


continence and diſintereſtedneſs; that this extraordinary 
ſ:& lived without money, and was perpetuated without 


marriage. Thoſe who died were replaced by new. diſ- 


ciples, whom a diſlike to the world, and a deſire to lead 
a more retired and virtuous life, brovght | in from every 


ſide. Eſeni gens ſola & in foto orbi præter cætera- mira, 


fine ulld fæmind, omni venere abdicatd, f ft ne. pecunid. In 
diem convenarum turba renaſcitur, lar 2 frequentantibus, 
quos vi ; feſſos ad mores eorum fortune Fur agitat. Ita 
incredibile didu, gens eterna eſt, in qud nemo nafettyr. 


Tam fecunda Illis aliorum vite penitentia eft! Edit. 


: (3) Rewards and puniſhments; - Divines,“ ſays Mr. de 
Voltaire, „ have not yet determined as an article of faith, 
« whether hell is in the center of the earth, as it was 
4 ſyppoſed to be in the pagan theology. Some (an Engliſh- 
% -manz) have placed it in the ſun, & c. On this we will 


obſerve en paſſant, that we wonder that ſo well informed a 


chriſtian as Mr. de Voltaire could think that the dinines 


of bis A determine articles of faith. Edit.” | 
453 
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we know, for ſo ſingular an opinion. Do 


you think, ſir, that 82 high degree Ah: tole- 


ration Was needful for this forbearance ? 


| EY Mork to Ny che Eſſenes were plete 
| by the Jews, therefore the Jews were ex- 
tremely tolerant, is, we think, no unanſwera- 


ble argument. 'The weakneſs of it appears 
ſtill more, when we place along with it the 
high encomiums given to the Eſſenes by 


Philo and Joſephus. Would theſe two learn- 


ed Jews have extolled ſo Bade an 2 ngert 


ect. * 


| * 3. 
Of the Sadducees. 


The lodbrativis lich the See pen 


might juſtly ſurprize us more, but you have 
the art of leſſening the ſurprige, by ſtriving 


to increaſe it. When the immortatity of 


the ſoul, you ſay, became a received opi- 


nion, which had probably its riſe fo early 
as the Babyloniſh captivity, the ſect of the 
« Sadducees continually perſiſted in 0 
* * future rewards and ponuhments.” l 


N n che deilt, had already aſſerted hat f 


the Sadducees were only the remains of the 


ancient Jews, and that their only fault was 
perſiſting, * to the opinion of their 


8 flathers, 


8 — 4 — * 
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fathers, to reject the new doctrine of the im- 
mortality of the ſoul and of a future ſtate, 
which. the Babylonians taught, and the Jews 
had learned from them during the captivity. 
I yon do not openly embrace this, critick s 
opinion here, as you do in other places, yet 
we can caſily ſee that by theſe, words, the 
feet of the, Sadducees continually perſiſted, &c. 
you would give us to underſtand that this 
{e& aroſe long before the captivity of Baby- 
lon. But does the antiquity of the Saddu- 
cees, and of their opinions, + to you to 
be.an argument, why they ſhould. not have 
been tolerated ? It ſeems to us to prove the 
contrary. | 


Þ You add, that the Sadducres differed much 
[oh more from the other Jews, than proteſtants do 
95 From, papiſts.. Me think it would be hard to 
5 prove this, eſpecially. according to your prin- 
ot: iples. As far as we can underſtand, eſſen- 
| tial points, and fundamental articles, divide 
By proteſtants, from papiſts; and what makes a 
25 till; ſtronger impreſſion on the generality. of 
54 men, and contributes mare powerfully to 
Bi which are connected with their belief, ſepa- 
0 rate them. But nothing of this kind diſtin- 
dgduiſhed thg Sadducges from the Phariſees, and 
the other, Jews. They prayed in the ſame 
temple; they obſerved the ſame. rites, and 


— 


1 
| 
{ 
$ | followed. the ſame cuſtoms. They believed, 
1 e Or” 4 yy 
' 
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as the others did, in one God, his e 
dence, his avenging juſtice, &c. & 


It is 1 that they did not * 3 
rewards and pogiſhments.” But do not for- 
get, that it is certain and inconteſtible, that 
Moſes did not, in aw Place, promife the Jews 
future rewards and puniſhments. : That. the 
great Arnaud ſays it e and frungih, in 
bis Apology for (1) ort-Rojal, and that the 
leaned biſhop of f Gloceſter has proved it 1 
in bis Divine Legation of M (2. At leaft 
you ſhould. not forget what vou yourſelf have 
laid, and fo often — that Moſes dies 
not 'ſay one word that can have the ſlighteſt 
relation to the puniſhments (3) of 4 1 Aale. 
That the belief of f of firits, and of the immorta. 
lity of the ſoul, were points unknown' to the an- 
cient Fews. That theſe dofirines came from the 


Egyptians, the  Babylonians 70 7 


that they formed. no fart: 9s the - Jeu 
religion. A 


« The RE WIG you oY I in 
9 eee with, their Date high- 


"7 See Treatiſe of Torts article Of the extreme 5 
toleration of the 


(24 Logan: Moſer: See Phitofoptt: Diete: Art. 


Religion. 


Haar Qfe future Hate. See Philoſoph. Diction. article 
Hell. Aul. 


(4) Of be Jas ORs: RE PR fophy of Hiſ- 
tory. N 5 


WE LEfTELTSC HF 


«* prieſts too were choſen out of this ſea.” 
What is there ſurprizing in this, according to 
your principles? If the opinions which the 
Sadducees. diſavowed” were new, if there is 
not a word ſaid of them in the law, f theſe 
opinions did not in any wiſe conſtitute the Feuiſh 
religion, they therefore were not eſſential 
points of their faith. The Sadducees therefore, 
did not differ from the other Jews, more than 
Papifts do from Proteſtants. And they might 
without being highly tolerated, remain in 


- communion with their brethren, and have 


high-prieſts choſen out of their ſect. 


How oddly you reaſon, fir! You want to 
ſhew that the Jews were tolerant, becauſe 


they tolerated the Sadducees, and you con- 


tinually tell us, that the opinions which theſe 
latter rejected, did not conſtitute the Fewiſh 
religion. You would have us be ſurprized 


at ſeeing high-prieſts choſen out of their ſe, 
and you repeat this continually, that the high- 


prieſt at that time obtained his preferment 


fword in hand, and made his way to the ſanc- 


tuary over the dead bodi es (1) of his competi- 
tors. Does violence infer right and conſent? 


As for us, ſir, we believe and can prove, 
that the Sadducees and their opinions were of 
ö ; 32 ) . 


(i) Of bis competitors, dee Philoſophy ef Hiſtory, 
article of the- Jews ſnice Paul. Aut. 7 | 
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late date, that their ſect, ſo far from being 
prior to the Babyloniſh captivity, did not ariſe 
till about three hundred years after it, under 
the pontificate of Onias, that Antigonus and 
Sadoc were the founders: of it, and that this 
latter gave it its name. That the Sadducees 
being miſled by . ill-underſtood principles 
of ſpiritual, and: pure loye, committed great 
errors and denied certain truths, the belief of 
which is uſeful and ſalutary to men, and 
which have been handed down to us by re- 
ſpectable traditions, that go as far back as 
the origin of the nation. 


But if you aſk us how they remained in 
communion with their brethren, altho' they 
held theſe errors, and how it happened that 
fre of them were hi ghrpriaſts, we ſhall an- 
WO, 7 2 1 | | 


1K, That as Fay is one Gp of nation 
which proceeds from conſent and approba- 
tion, there is alſo another flowing from 
caution and neceſſity. And that as we never 
had nor could have the former, it is not ſo 


ſurprizing as you think, that we had the 
latter. 


* That theſe materialiſts Were more 
reaſonable and leſs dangerous, than thoſe of 
our times. They reſpected at leaſt the lead- 
ing * of the eſtabliſhed religion. 

Z 3 There | 
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There are two barriers which ſtop coruption 
among men, the puniſhments of this life, and 
thoſe of the next ; now altho' they had level- 
ed one of theſe, they took care to pre- 
ferve the other _ the fear of puniſhment 
here below, and the expeRation of thoſe 
bleſſings, which according to them, God al- 
ways Hows on his faithful ſbrvants, were 
n curbs to the —_ * 1 


n That there was a time has the 
404 bees were tao powerful not to be tole- 
rated. That when they became afterwards 

fewer in number, and leſs united, they care- 
fully concealed their opinions. That as they 
did not differ at all in outward appearance 
from the other Jews, and were fatisfied if 
they. could ſeduce the rich and powerful, 
whom they freed from the yoke of traditions, 
they never held forth in the coffee-houſes of 
Jeruſalem, and never attacked received opi- 
nions in ſcandalous writings, or if they did, 
they knew how to publiſh them under the 
borrowed names of Phenicians and Arabians. 
That for theſe reaſons, it might N been 
hard to convict * * 


Athly, That as we were a dependant na- 
tion on the kings of Syria, and afterwards on 
the Romans, we had not always er 


of TR Ww, reqorang an e 
;thly, 


Lo 
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Sthly, (Weigh this reaſon chiefly, , ſix,) That 
1 following rights which are doth civil and 
e e of going to the temple, of offering 
2 ſacrifices, ef riſing to ſacerdotal and pon- 

cal honours, could not be taken from 
them but by an ex = wo eſpecially in 
thoſe times of de and that altho' 
the truths which they "denied, were N 
believed thro our nation, and plainly im- 
plied in the books of the law, yet they are 
not in any part ef it clearly laid down, and 
the belief of them was no where expreſsly 
commanded under pain of being caſt off 
from the body of the people; that there- 
fore, it cannot appear extraordinary, that 
theſe ſectaries ſhould have been Wy remeron for 
a time. - 


* 4. | © Da 
Whether the ſoft tolerated one anther 7 


But did thoſe ſects which, e elpetially a0- 
cording to your principles; ought to have 
tolerated one another, really do ſo? You be- 
lieve it, fir, and aſſert it, but all our records 
unanimouſly contradict it. oh 


As Won as the two principal ſets aro, 
diſputes and diviſions broke out. Both 


parties in their turn, courted- the- favour! of = 


prinoes, in order to make uſe of their autho- 
2 4 * 


evil. Sadduceiſm then becomes 


= : Su por 


rity to cruſh their adverſaries. Hircan, 
gained over by the Sadducees, perſecutes the 
Phariſees without mercy; he impriſons ſome 


of them, puts others to death, forces the 


2 part of them to take refuge in de- 


ſerts, and makes it capital to follow their 


inſtitutions. Ariſtobulus, the ſon of Hircan, 


inherits his fathers hatred for them, and 


carries on a fierce war againſt them. And 
Alexander, the brother of Ariſtobulus, per- 
ſecutes them even unto death. The widow 
of Alexander changes ſides by his advice, and 


immediately the Phariſees having got the 
upper hand in this new reign, perſecute the 


Sadducees' in their turn, and 2 for 

o odious, 
that its followers are forced to yield. They 
give up ſtate affairs, or dare no longer vote 
in councils and trials, but according to the 
will of their adverſaries. In ſhort, theſe ſec- 
taries, ſometimes oppreſſed, and ſometimes 


oppreſſors, ceaſe not to perſecute each other 


with the utmoſt fury, and theſe animoſities 
are perpetuated even until the total ruin of 


the nation, which they accelerated. This 


« multiplicity of ſects, ſays a learned proteſ- 
„tant, was one of the principal cauſes of 
« the misfortunes of Judea. That hatred 
« which length of time and ſufferings, muſt 
„ have allayed, ſtill ſubſiſted; even war did 
“ not unite men, and they choſe rather to 
4 be deſtroyed by their diviſions, than to 


ſave 
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„ ſave their country 77 — wheel 
* ſing the ee . Pr. 


Thing, Pg thoſe ſas nend 3 1 
Do you propoſe this example to modern na- 
tions? And is it upon this conduct, that you 
ground thoſe encomiums of the higheſt tole- 
ration, which you give to our fathers? You 
muſt allow, that there is as little juſtice in 
your praiſe, as in your cenſure, for you con- 
demn the law which was wiſe, altho' ſevere, 
and you praiſe the practices of the my 
which were not wiſe at all. 


CONCLUSION. 


Well fir, do you till think that the ex- 
amples which you produce in favour of tole- 
ration, are very proper to recommend it to 
your rulers? In order to make them adopt it, 
you give them ancient nations for models, 
the Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, &c. And 
theſe nations, ſo tolerant according to you, 
were according to yourſelf ſo intolerant,” that 
the philoſophers and the initiated, were every 
where under the neceſſity of concealing their 
opinions and tenets with the greateſt circum- 
ſbection. And the tolerant Egyptians, thro' 
a a principle of religious intolerance, carried on 
bloody wars againſt each other. And the 
Greeks. who, according to you, never perſe- 
cuted any one but Socrates, baniſhed, proſcribed, 

impriſoned, 
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either thro' fanaticiſm, or political views, 
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impriſoned, put to death, thoſe who in their 
converſation or writings, attacked the eſta- 
bliſhed worſhip, or ſtrove to introduce a new 
one. And the Romans, who according to 
you, never perſeruted any one, and adopted any 
gods, forbad worſhipping ſtrange gods, demo- 
liſhed their temples, ſcattered their worſhip- 
pers, ſcourged philoſophers, drove 'the Jews 
into exile, and ſhed rivers of chriſtian blood, 
> runs Pays 5 


From theſe nations you paſs to the Jews. 
But what facts do you produce? Facts doubt- 
ful or untrue, or preſented under falſe aſ- 


pects, or foreign to the queſtion, which either 


rove nothing, or make againſt yourſelf. 
Facts which happened in times of confuſion 
and anarchy, and dependance, and which 
were ſo far from having had any conſe- 
quences favourable to the nation, that they 
haſtened its rum. Can theſe truly be called 


proofs? And would not one be apt to think, 
that inſtead of inviting the rulers to the ex- 


erciſe of toleration, your intention 18 to make 


1 them dread it? , | 


Frey. fir, leave the nations of antiquity 
at reſt. „ r Greeks, Romans, &c. 

intolerant principles, they all, 
were ſometimes intolerant. 


But 
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But above all things meddle not with the 
Jews, or learn their hiſtory better. Both 
your (1) countrymen and (2) ſtrangers, have 
ſeveral times charged you with having but a 
ſuperficial knowledge of it. Learn it better, 
ſir, or never ſpeak of it. 


Me have ſaid it, and muſt now repeat it 

at the cloſe. We are ſcarely tolcrated in 
moſt countries, and have no deſign in this 
work, to attack toleration. We only meant 
to ſhew you, that you have given bad proofs 
of it in your two chapters. Have we not 
kept our word? Be yourſelf the Judge. 


(1) Tour countrymen. See Defenſe des Livres de Pancien 
Teſtament. Refutation de quelques articles du DiQio- 

naire Philoſophique. Supplement a la Philoſophie de 
Fhiſtoire, & c. Edit. | TR: nn 
. (8) Strangers, See Warburton, and lately the authors 
of the Monthly Review, thoſe learned men, in the place 


quoted by, the Portugueze Jews letter 4th. and elſe- 
where. Edit, | 


We remain, &c. G&c. 
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was impoſſible that ſo man y women, and fo 
much 935 could be found in tbe country o 
tbe Madiam tes, as the author. of the book a4 


Numbers mentions. 


- 


W E have jult read, 85 that 1 of 
your Treatiſe on Toleration, in Which you 
ſpeak of the victory, which our fathers . * 
ed over the Madianities. 


You "= « that the victors found in the 
camp of the vanquiſhed, ſix hundred an 
« ſeventy-five thouſand ſheep, ſeventy-two 
* thouſand bullocks, ſixty-one thouſand alles 
and thirty-two thouſand girls.” 


qe 


Lou add a note to this text in which you 
ſay, © Madian was not comprized in the land 
„ of Promiſe. It is a ſmall ſkirt of Idumæa, 
„in Arabia Petræa, it begins towards the 
« north, at the torrent of Arnon, and ends 
« at the torrent of Zared, in the midſt of the 
« Rocks, and upon the caſtern ſhore of the 
« lake of Aſphaltis. This country is now 
6 inhabited by a mall clan of Arabians. It 
| © may 
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« may contain eight leagues in length, and 
* ſomewhat leſs in breadth.” 


This oppoſition between ſo great a num- 
ber of girls and cattle, and the ſmall extent 
which you give to this country, is probably 
brought in with ſome view. You meant, it 
is likely, to ridicule this ſtory, and conſe- 
quently the book which contains it. There 
is another writer too, who thinks as you do, 
(1) or is perhaps the ſame with you, who has 
the ſame aim. He aſſures us, that many peo- 
ple doubt of this fact, and a third bolder than 
the reſt, declares that he thinks it (2) quite 
abſurd. (3) As you repeat this difficulty ſo 
often, and with ſo much confidence, it is 
probable that you think it extremely em- 
baraſſing. Let us look into it, and fee 
whether this account is ſo incredible and 
abſurd as you think it. 


* 1 4 — « : 
> » me 0 5 B 
B51. Whether 
. * 
; > 
| WET, * 1 


_ (1) Or is perbaps the ſame with hon. It is Mr. de Vol- 
taire himſelf, in his Philoſophy of Hiſtory. Edit. 
(2) Quite abſurd. See Evangile de la Raiſon. Aut. 
(3) As you repeat this difficulty ſo often, Ic. It is ex- 
traordinary that writers who: ſet up for learning, ſhauld-/ 
perſiſt obſtinately in ſo frivolous an objeQtion. The au- 
thor whom we anſwer here, has repeated it four or five 
times for his part. He might I think have been more 
ſparing of his paper, and more tender of his readers. 


| Occidit crambe repetita. Edit. 
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Whether the author gf the book of Numbers 
has aſſerted. that the Iſraelites found all theſe 
women xd cattle in the: Faw TO 
* 455 | 


Let us be ſure. firſt, for.c one op WY . 
begin by this with people of your ſtamp 
that the author of the pk of Numbers really 
ar what you: Ps: | 


| Where did or 3 do theſe irs 
and cattle, the number of which aſtoniſhes 
you-? In the camp of the Madianates, you an- 


Len. Thirty-two thouſand. girls, 


two thouſand oxen, ſixty-one = ns 
in a camp We muſt allow. that ſuch a —f— 
is very improbable. When men are 


to attack a formidable enemy, they do not 


2— drag after them ooh " cumberſome 


h But as you p RR w eritieiſe this re- 
cital, you ſhould at leaft have read it with 
ſome oy Is it ſaid in it that theſe thirty; 
two thoufand girls, and all this cattle were 
found in 4 comp? ag a N we fee on the 

.._ contrary 


(i) Ve fee on the contrary, Oe. See Number, ch. 
31. Aut. . | 
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contrary, the victorious Hebrews ſpreading 
_ themſelves thro' the country, carrying off 
women, cattle, & c. &c. and after returning 
to * | or, and an account of 
their ſpoils, they find. them to amount to the 


articles mentioned. by the ſacred writers. 


Thus theſe women and cattle were not taken 


out: f the camp of the Madianites, but out of 
the whole country around. Therefore the 


truly abſurd: circumſtance of finding them in 
the. camp, muſt not be imputed; to Mofes 


= js ge * it, Con the criticks 

o ma him ſay it. The imagined it, 
they wrote it, and caolly deliver it to their 
readers. Therefore Fig ridicule af it muſt 
fall on them and them only... 


_ Another of thoſe. writers thinks pruper 


ta place theſe women and. cattle: in a — —4 
Thus theſe eriticks agree, one ſays a: comp, 


the other, a village: But pray 


gentlemen 
leave them where Moſes put them. We fee: 
that you are — bank, fon a jake. But 


theſe jokes, which are founded i in error, do 
not Wann Ae 


| $ 2 Whether 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
7 
| 


. 
—— — no een re eR— — 2 — — 2 — * — 
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$a 


"Whether it is impoſſible that . gal PAIR 
been found thirty-two thouſand girls in a coun- 
try, le leagues 1 and n not qua te = en | 


Well, you will ſay, we give up the point. | 
Theſe thirty-two thouſand girls were found 
neither in the village nor the camp, and to 
own the truth, Moſes never aſſerted theſe 
abſurdities which we aſcribed to him, merely 
to amuſe our readers. But till is it not an 
abſurdity to ſay, that ſo many girls could be 
found in a —— * e gy” and 
not quite ſo broader” 


Fea eek "_— x — — 


1 ſhall Punt for a moment that your ſur- 
vey is juſt, and that the country of Madian 
had the extent you ſay. Would it be impoſſi- 
ble, even according to this hypotheſis, that 
thirty-two thouſand girls ſhould” have been 
found in it? If this number ſeems incredible, 
it muſt be doubtleſs becauſe it ſuppoſes too 
many inhabitants for ſo ſmall a country. | 
Let us then form a calculation. 


Thirty-two thouſand girls, ſuppoſe — 
the ſame number of boys. There would 
have been then ſixty- four thouſand young 
2 
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perſons of both ſexes, (1) which muſt be 
reckoned from the birth; to the age of ma- 
trimony. Theſe young perſons, according to 
the common computation, muſt have a- 
mounted to at leaſt (2) half the nation. If 
thats compute the numberof the nation, 
according to the young people amongſt them, 
we need only multiply ſixty-four thouſand by 
two, which gives (3) the ſum total of 
one hundred and twenty-eight thouſand 
perſons. - Do you think, fir, 'that a country 
eight leagues 1 o, and of nearly the ſame 
| 1 HH A a | __ breadth 


(i) Which 9 ; be ka | Ec. The Hm text 
is clear with regard to this, and the vulgate ſays expreſs- 
ly Puellas autem & omnes faminas Vi ir gines Ser 1 
See Book of Numbers, ch. 31. Aut. 

(2) Hulf the nation. In the former Edition the: Fe 
poſition. was one third; but according to the common 
eſtimation, it amounts to at leaſt half. Therefore too 
great a conceſſion was given to the learned eritick. Ge- 
neroſity is laudable, but truth muſt not be violated. The 
author of the Defence of the Books of the Old Teſta- 
ment follows the computation here given. It is the 
more probable, with regard to thoſe diſtant periods, 
becauſe the obſtacles which now prevent the fruit fulneſs 
of marriages: were then unknown. Idem. 

(3) Tbe ſum total of, Ce. It is remarkable that Moſes 
ſets to conquer the Madianites with-their whole country, 
but twelve thouſand men. Had the enemy been twice 
as ſtrong, (which is not clear,) it would not follow that 
there were one hundred and twenty-eight thouſand inha- 
bitants in the country, reckoning with Mr. de Voltaire, 
a ſoldier for every five perſons. If then we were to judge 
of the Madianites according to this view, we have rather 
increaſed than diminiſhed their number. Aut. ns Horm 
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breadth, cannot ſupport one een and 
. thouſand: inhabitants? 1 ö 


"Ie 


| „ country of: this , extent muſt contain 
| abou two hundred and forty-eight thouſand 
-acres of land, and an acre of good ground 
can maintain four perſons; even if we limit 


W 0 to: 1 80 erh es Wee acres, 
tk Would 


a 75 U Toad was adds; 1 to ck eſ- 
timate, that in many diſtributions of land, made not only 
under the kings of Rome, but four hundred years after 
its foundation, every citizen or planter got but two acres 
of ground; it was ſuppoſed that ſuch pieces were ſuffici- 
ent to ſupport them and their families, and the planters 
muſt have thought ſo too, or they would not have ac- 
cepted them to go and ſtarve far from home. See Dio- 

niſius Halicarnaſſenſis, Livy, & c. And Collumella in- 
forms us, that four acres of land made up the whole 
eſtate of the famous diQator Quintius Cincinnatus. 
WMould it be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that the dictator's 
family, his wife, children, ſlaves, amounted to twelve 
petſons, and to allow fix for the families of thoſe plan- 
ters whom we mentioned? It was an eſtabliſhed cuſtom 
in theſe diſtributions of land, to give the preference to 
fathers of families who had many children. Aut. 
The tranſlator of theſe letters muſt obſerve, that heb 
French word arpent, (which is often uſed-in this calcula- 
tion, and cannot be rendered by any ſingle word in our 
language,) is a meaſure of land containing one hundred 
perches ſquare of eighteen feet each. He has been 
obliged to uſe the word acre, altho* acre in French is equal 
to un arpent & demi, a meaſure of land, con comaining forty 
perches in length, and four in breath. However it is not 
to be doubted, but the calculation in the tranſlation will 
anſwer as well as in the OG Ry theſe 
| \mall variations. 
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8 haye been more than, ſufficient to 
maintain the one hunqred and twenty eight 


thouſand. Madianites. I. = us add, if you 


aß fifteen; thouſand acres, as We may 
0 e that the lands of Madiag d did not 
d crops annual that it was neceſ- 


— to leave * t ire part. of them fallow 
every year. 


then hays in All, but 
. thouſand, | acres b 155 10 
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bs hat ou there 1 5 0 100 
eight 1 te common 15 b 
fore, thirtystwo c g do net necel: el 'e 
farily, imply, that, there were too WAY, 


APES, for 18 en Au extant... in 


[34 EI at SB Oruy 0 add | 


"Foe roofs: 225 calcy Ache let vs 
cxamples. ogy q 205 . 45 0 tent, you 


ſay, in | mall, a: 0 But do, vou 1 — 
get, or ons © to 1 the population 


pb, Which is ff il me Ronibing in pra- 
SIE e Wade N 8 W 90K F diam, 
TI oy ene * en 


F 55 Tad. Be _—_ deny it. But Sm 
anon nume caves cut in mountains, 
_ .tholefſu ee Ag Hog alled thro? i 1 65 
to convey the fertilizi waters of the ele cn 
thoſe — lakes, dug by meu, fo many. migbty mo- 
numents that ſtill ſubſiſt, and even the ruins with which 
Egypt is * por from the ſea to the cataraQs, evident- 
| 5 rove a 7 Fo ſo. great as the ancients 
proſent, yor Mo both oſe little ideas Which this au- 


tho 1 Vas met to Hichſelf, and Wer te * wi in oft 
into his readers. Edit.” * 
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portlori,” And 55 atteſted by 150 many writers? 
population of Judea, even 
under the Aﬀthoticin kings, and under the 
Herods, which is acknowledged even by 
heathen writers? That of Greece, and parti- 
cularly of Attica, a country of ſmall extent, 
dry, mountainous, ſtony, and yet very po- 
pulons?, And laftly, that of Noche under 
Servius that is at a period, when the Roman 
ſtate, Which did not extend to more than 
eight leagues in length or breadth, ſu ported 
even then, more than AV two hundred thou- 
fand fouls? Will you plead the falſity of all 
thoſe” facts, and in Pere to in validate one 
inſtance in ſacred, will you deny ſo many 
other facts in profane hiſtory? How many 
vinces are there even now in China, 
En, gland, F landers, &c. of the ſame ditnen- 
Kage which ſupport more than one hundred 
and U e op. cr thouſand e e 
£17 $4452 Q 10 
Vou fiy you rlelk r that it is ant undbubr- 
ed % fadl, that the Roman ate until the year 
400 of its foundation, extended only erght 
leagues in length or breadth; Do you think 
that this country had not then one hundred 
and twenty-cight thouſand inhabitants? If 
ws wen ones Were e of the 


117 ple, 
7 F 4 3 
1 3 4 *94'® 4 


N 


"(i 7. ' bundred thouſand ha The number, moſt 
have been greater according to the e Wen in this 
king's reign. See Livy, &c. Edit. 
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people, the armies that were raiſed, the na- 
tions that were conquered, the new tribes 
that were added to the old ones, &c. from 
the reign of Servius, until the Era of which 
you ſpeak, we ſhall be convinced that this 
country, eight leagues in length and breadth, 
contained many more inhabitants than we 
ſuppoſe were in the country of the Madia - 
nites. And you cannot ſay, that the lands 
about Rome, were much more fruitful than 
that of the Madianites, for you aſſert, that 
tbe land abaut Rome iat always Barren. One 
hundred and twenty-eight thouſand perſons, 
and more, may therefore live in a country 
eight leagues in length and breadth, allowing 
the ground to be of common. goodneſs. | This 
is an acknowledgement, which you, not re- 
uad, without contradicting your, 


2 the, 2 I 

g 1 2 1 | 2 * 0 8 1 
EE 1 - ; 13 2 an 2 
1 

3K z * 136 200 4 15 * 


ki I ether i 2. is incredible that * cattle which. 
the author of the book, of Numbers enumerates, 


could Jublſt in the country 27 eee " 


W 36:66 
Bat you will ay, fir, could a e 


tending eight leagues in length and.broadth, | 
ſupport. with ſo many inhabitants, ſuch A 
quantity of cattle; Fi ah e in An 

book _ th vockf deen by 10 f 


4 * 0 W — 1 # 
I 1 Jie 163 yore? 40 822 
if 1 9 OO J. een We 
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| 26 Hive rte Gf — — | 
_ ciples which are equally favourable to our 
Way of thinking. They tell U, AIthat an 


We ab not look far REI diſtant, 
for inſtances, to ſhew that an ecfual or 
r Jeſs ſpace of ground,” may ſupport 


ſuch a quantity of cattle. En iche dne, 


will ſupply us with many el exataples. 


Let us produce # few out of am author of 


reputation.” Sir John Nichols, a writer very 
well verſed in rural On), informs us, 


that Dorſetſhire ſupports; beſides other cattle, 


above five hundred thouſand ſheep in a ſpace 


of four leagues im diameter. He peaks of 


another place too; of © ſinaller extent, and 
marſfry ground, where may be — —.— 


four to five hundred thou 


laſtly; he informs us that in the neige 5 
hood of Dorebeſter; he reckoned: fie ory | 
thouſand in the ſpace of two. leagues. Is not 
this number greater in proportion, than 
fix hundred and ſeventy-five thouſand ſheep, 
ſeventy-two thouſand oxen, &c. ſu ain | 
in a country eight leagues ſquare? We think 
that your own country might might fapply” you 
with many fuch f 1 and if they 
uncommon, we could” 2 

reaſon of it. | 


* 3 : 
— a, * Jute, E 


— | * eve tet . 


acre of land can ſupport three oxen. There- 
fore twenty-four | thoufand acres, would ſuf- 


face 
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fice for ſeventy-two thouſand oxen, and ten 
thouſand one hundred and ſeventy. acres, for 
ſeventy-one thouſand. aſſes, even fuppoſing 
that an aſs eats half as much as an ox. Ac- 
cording, to the ſame writers, an acre: of land, 
can. ſupport twelve ſheep, therefore, fifty- 
eight thouſand. two. hundred and fifty acres, 
would ſuffice: for ſix hundred and ſeventy- 
five. thouſand. ſheep. Put theſe ſums toge- 
ther and you will find, that ninety thouſand 
four hundred and twenty acres, would be 
ſufficient for the whole ſtack of cattle. And 
if you add to this the fiſty- eight thouſand 
acres, which were reſerved for the ſupport 
of the inhabitants, you will perceive that the 
ſum of one hundred and forty-eight thouſand 
four hundred and twenty acres only, was 
employed for the maintenance of all ber 
Now we aſk. you, fir, was it impoſſible that 
out of two hundred and forty-eight thouſand 
acres, of which the country of the Madianites 
conſiſted, . there ſhould — one hundred and 
forty-eight thouſand four bundred. and twenty 
which were fit for paſture or ? And 
may we not fairly conclude from this, that 
it is no way. incredible that this country ſup- 
ported ſo many men and cattle as Moſes.ſays, 
and that his account cannot appear abſurd to 
any, except thoſe who Are, 90 
with the ee ale ee t me 
Wienke or 3 


1 1 
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going! calculations. 
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Theſe calculations are confirmed by an 


12 unanſwerable example, eſpecially to you; it 


is that of your Romans, in the year 400 of 


the foundation of Rome; as numerous as 
the Madianites, and bolding the ſame quan- 


tity of land, they certainly had flocks. As 
they were both good farmers and brave ſol- 
diers, they probably had great flocks of ſheep. 


Von cannot. ſuppoſe that they ſent them to 


ze with their neighbours. Eight leagues 
Nane“ ſufficed then for them and their 
— And why could not an equal quan- 
be ſufficient TR the Madijanites and 
their cattle? DEITY | 


4% ” 


2 ＋ hich have not 0 taken in 
| = ” foregding eee WORE 


hi — ſir, that we 85 not at al Stags 
gerate. We are very far from having availed 
ourſelves of every 88 in the Tore- 


4 K 


* ist, It of "eu two Sd! and forty- | 
eight” thouſand acres," of 'which the country 
of the Madianites conſiſts, we have applied 
only one hundred and forty- eight thouſand 


four hundred and twenty for the food of man 


and beaſts. We leave 3 one 
hundr ed thouſand unapplied, * we 
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might, in caſe of need, have allotted: ſome 
thouſands of acres more, which might have 
ds 5 a at leaſt ſome kind of anne 


adly, We may els according. to the 
_ des Recherches ſur la population de 
Auvergne & du Lyonnois, &c. the annual 
conſumption of each perſon upon an average, 
to twenty four buſhels of corn. Therefore 


four times this quantity, was ſufficient to 


maintain four Madianites, eſpecially if we 
add to it, the milk and fleſh of their great 
flocks. - They lived in an hot climate too, 
which inclines men to ſobriety, and makes 
them keep more frugal tables, which in an- 


cient times was the cuſtom, Now, if we 


ſuppoſe, that every acre yielded ninety-ſix 
buſhels of corn, this certainly 1s not allowin 

i an uncommon degree of fertility. If you 

lived nearer your ca 2 ou might obſer ve 
a e iner () n h e environs of it. 


(1) In the environs of it. We have certain informa- 


tion, that in the neighbourhood of Paris, in that diſtrict 


called, Ja France, the acre produces, communibus annis, 
one hurdred and twenty, or one hundred and forty 
buſhels of corn. This ſeems to be the calculation of the 
learned Abbé Fleury, in his treatiſe of the manners of the 


Iſraelites. He lays it down as a principle, that an acre 


of good ground can ſupport two perſons, who would con- 
ſume each ſcventy-two buſhels of corn annually, | or five 
pounds and an half of bread per diem. He ſays, he is 
experimentally certain of: this *7 the vio rag he has 

| made, 


And 


2 : * ” N 
— — — — — — 
: : K 
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And yet, we have confined. our. calcuſatico, 
to three | IE to the acre. 


Add to this, that the fame ds which 


ſerve for the ſapport of man, may err 
cattle with paſturage and fodder. wa 


zaͤly, We have eſtiniates the 2 « an 
afs, to be equal to half 'of that of an ox. 
But (1) one of your moſt celebrated writers, in 


the eloquent encomium he gives to the aſs, 
judiciouſly obſerves, that one of the excellent 


lities of this uſeful quadru is his fru- 
— He fays the = is _ ſupported, 
and that the drieft herbs, and aw": deſpiſed 
by e em are ſufficient ow his ſub- 
| * Gſtagce: 


made, Mr in this very darts. 3 — an A 


country-houfe. This learned writer in one of his calcu- 
lations, with regard to the population of the land of 


Promiſe, allows each Iſraelite five pounds and an half of 


bread per diem. This is certainly too much, and the 
reaſon he gives for it is not at all ſatisfactory. In many 
ſtates of Europe, the ſoldier's allowance is a. pound and 
an half of bread, this perhaps is too little, The com- 
putation, we make of two pounds of bread per man, 
comprebending in this number, children, women, the 
old 5 the ſick, is probably a ſufficiency, and beyond 
it. 1 

(1) One of your mo eye Le writers, &c. Mr. de 
Buffon in his Natural Hiſtory, of the king's cabinet. A 
certain Abbe whom. they call Pluche, I believe bas made the 


| ane obſer vation. We think this excellent author de- 


<5 to. be treated more politely by Mr. de Voltaire. 
„ 


n jews oy 


fiſtance. Therefore, this article of the feed- 
ing ſixty-one thouſand - affes, which you 
would have us look upon as an object of im- 
portance, might be rated very low. Here 

are already three articles on which we might 
gain many thouſand acres, without offend- 
ing Fe 


- 4thly, We W e obſerved befidks, 
that in this great number of cattle, of which 
Moſes ſpeaks, there is no mention of horſes; 
animals which are more uſeful for the race, 
or the battle; than for the labours of 'huf- 
bandry, which- conſume much, and are not 
uſed-(t) for food. But the cattle which the 
Madianites' poſſeſſed was not of this kind. 
The aſſes Ao not ſer ve for food, and are eaſily 
ſupported, and if the oxen confume mare 
ert ey r yet they ſerve for food 


«thy, We may add asbther berate 
That if the Madianites had wanted land for 


paſturage, they were in the neighbourhoo@ of 
Fe wildernefs, to Which they might” have 
ſent at leaſt a part of their flocks to feed. 
For theſe wilds, ſay what you will, fir; were 
not altogether fo barren, as not to have fome 
pots or e in which: cattle might feed. 


We 
3615 Fob ford: One of your beſt writers on pee 


| and population, fays ſomewhere, take away one Morſe 
and Cant ”_ co men more in 4 * ldem. "Y 


„ 


We ſee this in the beben and Wonder 
travellers confirm it. OY 


_ 6thly, We have ſuppo Fr that c one e third 
of the arable land in the country of Madian, 
reſted yearly. But what tracts of land do 
we actually know in England, Flanders, &c. 


which rarely or never get reſt? How many 


lands in hot countries, yield corn and vege- 

tables under the ſhade of fruit trees and 
vines, and after having perhaps more than 
once yielded a crop, are forthwith ſowed 
again for the following year? We ſee various 
inſtances of ſuch fertility, not only in Italy, 
but in ſome of your provinces, at the bottom 
of mountains, and in vallies. Ale you cer- 
tain, ſir, that the lands of the Madianites, 


were not naturally of ſufficient fertility and 


cultivation, to yield the ſame produce as 
theſe, and that all their arable 7 re- 
quired, reſt as v do. | . 


In ſhort, fir, in thoſe times, = 3 
(1) in ſmall ſtates, the preſent cauſes of the 
barrenneſs of many countries, did not yet 
exiſt. The debaſing practice of ſlavery, 
enormous duties, arbitrary taxation, &c. all 


thoſs ee of ee and population 


Were 


(i) In ſmall ſlates. It is remarkable. that Egypt, 
Greece, ancient and modern Italy, were never more. 
populous or more fruitful than when they were divided 
into ſmall ſtates. Idem. | 
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were unknown. Nor were (1) thoſe great 
landholders known, who abſorb every place 
around them and leave it waſte, nor — 
luxury, which is ſtill more hurtful than their 
waſte. Nor were thoſe immenſe buildings 
to be ſeen, which ſteal away the earth from 
cultivation, nor thoſe gardens, and extenſive 
parks, where utility 1s Jn rally ſacrificed to 
pleaſure. None of thoſe receptacles for birds 
of prey, a deſtructive race, none of thoſe 
ridiculous (2) game laws out of a batbarous 
code, thoſe 6005 remains of a ſavage go- 
vernment, yet carefully handed down to us. 
3 publick profeſſion of idleneſs, was not 
deemed a reſpectable profeſſion, and men 
did not yet know, that to do nothing was 
the way to honour God, and to live in a 
e "0 manner. (3) Every man was a huſ- 
andman. The arts of luxury, then little 
known, did not engroſs a part of the inha- 
Io en ho a are now employed in 1 1 8 
| ous, 


K 
3 


of (i) Thiſe great FTA G.. aww: writers on 
agriculture, ſay that by multiplying landholders the pro- 
duce of land is increaſed. They talk of great landholders 
and even extenſive pat nope as the ſcourges' of W 
ton. b Tin ren 1 

42) Game-laws. It is 8 to a that thoſe German | 
Jews have no landed property. Idem. 

(3) Every man was a buſbandman. It is probable that 
the Madianites were both merchants and huſbandmen. 
We ſee in Geneſis, that the merchants of this nation 
went to traffick in Egypt, and that they were carrying 
thither gums of Gilead and ſpices, when Joſeph was 
fold to them by his brethren. Edit. 
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ous, bat eſteemed. callings. 1 Was 
the * We * e the; 2 moſh. uſcful, 
ms 
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— . a yo * — 3 of main- 
taining a great number of inhabitants. Hoy: 


profitable is an acre of land, when the cul- 
tivator labours under no diſcouragements, 
_ knows how to take out of it Ml that it 
yield. Laudato ingentia rura, exiguum 
——— ſays the bard of Roman agriculture. 

T his is a true maxim, of which FR, . not 


| um 49: ſeel the s . 


| Nature of the ati „ fa. ; 4 outber's 
þ li ee 9 ered. _ 


| 1 aſſert, fir, that the e bay the 
{ Madianites in no wiſe reſembles thoſe of 
| which we have woos NT ia 2 hong tay, 


—— — — — 


—— wo — — — 
— — — — — — 


2 
—— — 
— 
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| 4 barren tract. 

| But can you 6 NEE late of b this 1 
1 neſs? Whether it proceeds from the nature 
i 

| 


| of the foil, or from other cauſes political or 
moral? From the tyranny of 1 © mg 
and the oppreſſions of the Pachas?, From the 
lazineſs of the inhabitants, or from the 
weakneſs of ee, which dares not 
protect 


— 


1 25 
* * * 
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protect them (1) againſt; the incurſionsof their 
neighbours? In a —— can you determine 
whether the barrenneſs of this country, pro- 
ceeds from its want of cultivation, or whe- 
ther it is not een . it is by: na- 
ture barren? * f 


1 5s now Shake ty. a ; ſmall len of Ara- 
| bians only. Therefore it was never better 
peopled. A fine conſequence indeed! How 
many other countries are there, - eſpecially 
under the Turkiſh yoke, which were for- 
merly very populous, and are now almoſt 
entirely depopulated. Even without going 
ſo far, juſt view the country about Rome; 


ſee what it 1s now, and recollect what it 
once was. ies = 


| E is @ mountainous 4 criti. But do you 
not know that in this part of the world, the 
mountains lupply (2)1 the beſt aan res, and 

even 


65 Againſt the Pane To all theſe wag mo- 
a8 travellers aſcribe the preſent barrenneſs and depo- 
pulation of Paleſtine, and of all the e 0 coun- 


tties. See Shaw, &c. Aut. 


h (2) The e paſtures) Shaw ſpeaks * of che moun- 
tains of Pal 6 There are places on them covered 
4 with that kind of ſhort ſweet: graſs, which cattle pre- 

«fer to any other, which -renders their milk more de- 
« licious, and their fleſh more juicy. So far were theſe 
ce mountains in the time of the Iſraelites, from being 
4 uninhabitable and ane or the rag of the country, 


© that 
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even now in Paleſtine and the environs, 
they are preferred to the vallies for feeding 
cattle. Do you think, fir, that the moun- 
tains of Madian containing eight leagues 

uare, were all covered with naked rocks? 
7, you have any proofs of this produce them, 
for in ſhort we are not obliged AWV. to 
alelit _ on your word. 


en * that this country is at pre- 
ſent barren ground, covered with burning 
rocks, what concluſion could you draw from 
this? How can you know with any degree 
of certainty, whether theſe rocks which are 
now naked and barren, were not then 
covered with good foil, which the ſtorms, 
rains and torrents may inſenſibly have waſh- 


ed ys and un again with gravel and 
ſand? 


oe] that. in he diviſion halt was Bah. of them Mount | 
« Hebron was given to Caleb as a. fingutar favour.” 
Theſe mountains probably reſemble thofe of Steyning in 
England, the heighths of Brighthelmſtone, and the riſing 
plains of Saliſbury. You may travel many. miles thro” 
them without meeting any houſes, or trees, or ſtreams, 
but the ſhort graſs which grows on them, makes them 
excellent paſturage. Each of them feeds from three to 
five thouſand ſheep. See a Tour thro? Great-Britain, Aut. 
This paſſage of Shaw, which we have inſerted, may 
ſerve as a comment on a verſe of the pſalms, which Mr. 
Voltaire tranſlates ſo baſely, mountains of god, fat moun- 
tains; why do you look on the fat mountains ?' This is acting 

2 Perault did, who tranſlated ſome paris of Homer very 
ill, and then found them unworthy of fo. great a Poet. 
Was Perault a fit model for Mr. de Voltaire? 
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fand ? 'Theſe revolutions, which in order to 
make your reaſonings juſt, ſhould be deemed 
impoſſible, are not uncommon. The leaſt 
ſmattering of hiſtory. or geography could 
ſu pply * with many 2 of them. 


The au thick: of the: book af; Nu noi | 
| wider he be, muſt have known this 
country. He lived near it, and he wrote 
for a people whoſe lands bordered on it. Can 
we ſuppoſe him. unſkilful enough to have 
placed ſuch a number of men and cattle in a 
country covered only with naked rocks and 
burning ſands? Eſpecially as he might, ac- 
cording to your ſyſtem at leaſt, ha ve placed 
the ſcene of this event, which he certainly did 
not mean to render incredible, in another 
place? And what other like ignorance could 
induce the author of the book of Judges, to 
repreſent the inhabitants of ſo poor a coun- 
try, as being ſo rich in cattle and in gold? 
What ſhall we ſay of the hiſtorian Joſephus? 
He ſurely was acquainted with the country 
of Madian. And yet he makes no {cruple 

to repreſent it as a fruitful country, and its 
inhabitants as an opulent people. And other 
writers give the ſame character of it. This 
country was not therefore in the beginning, 

ſuch as you wiſh to make it at preſent. And 
we may ſuppoſe it to mr ben bees IR 
ont Ds improbabilny. 


4 * wo, y 
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V the extent of the country of the. Madian- 
tes. That the critick could not flatter himſelf 
with having an exact knowledge of it. That he 
agrees ill with himſelf in this reſpect, and 
plainly contrudicts bimfelf © © 


Thus, fir, without any eration in 
our calculations, and even laying afide ſome 
advantages, which we might have availed 
ourſelves of, we have: ſhewn you that ſuch 
a people as thirty-two thouſand girls imply, 
and ſuch a quantity of cattle as the book of 
Numbers mentions, might live in a country 
about eight leagues ſquare, of middling fer- 
tilty.. And you can give no proof, that the 
country of the Madianites, was naturally ſo 
bad as you make it; and till leſs, that it 
was ſo in thoſe ancient times. We might 
then reſt here, and this would be ſufficient 
to ſhew, that the abſardity which you ſeem 
to perceive in Moſes's account, is imaginary. 
But we will go a ſtep farther. We will give 
your objection a preciſe anſwer, and which 
requires neither hypotheſes, nor calculations. 


Even were all our calculations falſe - even 
if the country of the Madianites had not 
that moderate fertility which we have aſ- 
cribed to part of it, ſtill it would be your 
8 98 province 


ce to prove, meſs it ated no a | 
ther hs you are pleaſed to allow. Without 
this, your objection is ill- founded, and your 
jokes "fall back upon | yourſelf, Now, wo 
what proots have you of this? 1 | 


7 810 country, you ſay, is bounded on the 
north by Arnon, on the ſouth 9. are on the 
weſt by the Lake Aſphaltis. e grant it. 
But do you know 6 
eaſt, and whether it did not extend ſouth, 
beyond the ſource of Zared? It bordered on 
the country: of Moab, or rather it lay within 
the bounds of it, ſo that theſe two nations 
have been often confounded together. Do 
you know exactly the bounds which divided 
them, and the particular point where the 
wilderneſs began, to which the Madianites 
were neighbours? The fcripture determines - 
nothing with reſpect to — of theſe things. 
The moſt able criticks, and learned geogra- 
phers ſpeak of them donbtfully. Where then 
are your proofs, and where have * uw 
ne tbeſe en aſſertions? . 


We could, on the contrary, quote many 
learned men who had better opportunities 
of knowing this country than you, and who 
Lock it a much greater extent than you do; 

H 0 8 A a end 
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ae (1) Buſebius Jerom, &c. But let 
us lay aſide theſe authorities which you ſeem 
to deſpiſe. Let us confine. ourſelves to one 
— cannot fail of being important at leaſt 
in your eyes; this. by hn own 1h 

r. Fi | . 

Althe you * hes country: I Madian | 
here, — eight leagues in length, and a little 
lefs in breath, yet in another place, you give 
it eight leagues Jquare without any reſtriction, 
and in another place about (2) nine leagues 
euery way. We have here an addition al- 
really of a league ſquare, which amounts to 
three thouſand eight hundred i OP 
acres... But W is not alt 


AE 10 our - Philoſo af ” ou 
break 2925 abuſe 8 ee 
after. having bad benefits beaped on him, and 
received ſignal favours. from the high! prieft of 
Madian, who bad given him bis daughter in 
marriage, and granted him his ſon for a guide 
in the i be was 0 ſhockingly un- 


= nog, | 


00 Eufcbine; 1 bel. Theſe. owe: writers: lived; 
near the country of Madian. They bad ſtudied on the 
ſpot the geography of the ſcripture, and have left trea- 
tiſes on the ſubject. Aut. 

(2) About nine leagues every way. See Philof. of Hi. 
tory, Art. Human Victims. Aut. 

(3) In your Philoſophy of Hi Nory, Se. See ibidem. 
The ſame reproach is repeated in the ſame work, anda 
Moſes, and in many new tracts. Edit. 
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grateful, in ann the Madianites to diſtruc- 
ion. It ſeems welt that you believe that the 
devoted Madianites, and the people, of 
Jethro were the ſame nation; otherwiſe your 
reproaches would be but vain declamation, 
and your reaſoning as falſe as your imagina- 
tion is miſplaced. Now this high-prieſt' and 
his Madianites, lived far from the lake Af 
 phaltis, in a place near the red ſea, called the 
gulf of Elath, or the Elanitick gulf, at leaſt : 
fifty leagues from Zared. Could tlie cu 
of Madian, fir,” have fifty leagues in len 
and have but eight or nine? It ſeems to fig 5 
that theſe two aſſertions are incom Satible, N 
You may chuſe the alternative. Either the 
complaint you make of Moſes in tlie Philo-- 
ſophy of Hiſtory is falſe, or what you. Ad. 
vance in the Treatiſe of Toleration, eoncern- 
ing the extent of the country of the Madia-. 
nites is not true. Chuſe, ſir, by which of 
theſe two works you wiſh to ſtand. Por 
you cannot ſtand by both, or rather it is 


very bean, that vo are TIE in | 
both. 
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> har mg * ha ES pg of the Ma: 
4 a as wh country. What is moſt fur- 
prizing in the account. which, the author. gives 
of. tbe victory, u. wet Cork ined over gg by 


en OH 1 


32 £23 


in order. to make your argument —— in 
FO h — _ 10 be dut 


0 from 8 by Madian on; 41 1 — 

patriach and of Cethura. Theſe latter wor- 
. (3) Baabpeor or Belphegor, as the 
Moabites their neighbours did. The former 


ſeemed to have preſerved, until the time of 


Moſes, dome wn and perhaps even. 
(.) the 


(1) From Madian the _ of Chus. For this reaſon, 
Sephora the Madianite, the wife of Moſes, is called a 
Chuſite, Numbers, ch. 12. Aud Habakkuk makes Ma- 
dianites and Chuſites ſynonimous. Aut. 

(2) From Abrabam by Madian. See Geneſis, ch. 25. 


ldem. 


(3) Worſbiped Baal-peor, c. See Numbers, ch. 31, 


dem. 
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(1) the worſhip of the true God. The peo 
ple of Jethro lived, as We have obſer ved, on 
the border of the Elanitick gulf. (2) Madian, 
their country extended to the weſtern coaſt, 
and according to ſome writers, ta mount 
Sinai, On the contrary, thoſe whom our 
fathers/ conquered, lived near the dead fea. 
(3) Their chief eity was built upon Arnon, 
pretty near the capital of the Moabites. 
They were rich in gold and flocks. Their 
country, which even according to the extent 
you give it, ſufſiced for ſuch a nation as 
thirty-two thouſand girls imply, and for the 
cattle which Moſes enumerates, 33 
contained yet more than theſe; for it 1s 
ſcarcely poſſible that every thing was carried 
off or deſtroyed by the conquerors. It is 
probable part eſcaped, but tis very likely too 
that this country was not -confined to the 
dimenſions you give it, of eight leagues 
ſquare. Its lying within the borders 0 
Moab, its proximity to the wilderneſs, | the 
filence of Moſes, but more eſpecially youts 

| B b 4 :+: ( 1; +08 


(1) Worſhip of the type God. Jethro offers ſacrifices to 
the God ih ep te ope ch. 28. Aut. 

(. 2) Madian their capital. It is to this day called 
Madian. Idem. | | 

(3) Their chief city, &c. It was called Madian too, 
there remained ſome ruins of it in the time of St. Jerom, 


4 dem, 3 4 
4 


on its bounds, towards the caſt, authorize us 
to 1 e it more extent. 


ig therefore, there 1s any u Witz ridienlous 
or furpritit g in your account of the victo 


gained over the Madianites by our fathers, 
it is not that we ſee Moſes putting ſo many 


girls and cattle in a country, of which he 
does not point out the limits. It is our ſee- 
ing a philoſophical hiſtorian, and learned 


writer, ſo often and ſo confidently repeating 
an objection ſo flimſy in itſelf,” and which is 
beſides ſupported by ſuch weak proof. It is 
our ſeeing him determining the extent of a 


country, without knowing its exact bounds, 


and in order to render a reſpectable author 


abſurd and odious, he is plainly and blindly 
contradicting himſelf. This, fir, will 1485 
prize and offend ſome readers. As for us 
theſe rambles will not aſtoniſn us. We 
know that the greateſt men are Rill men. 
Let them have what knowledge they will, 
let them pretend to what impartiality they 
leaſe, they muſt in ain ſhape, pay a tri⸗ 
bare to humanity, | * 


1 — — =; r 5 
We remain, & 
*: c * 1 
« 


. {5 964d : 
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Of the 4 Prophets. T . 8 1. the 
„ 5 ; fr writer ee . 


LB 


1 O0 e our — 4 a6 candy 
in the text of your ' treatiſe on toleration, 
but in a long note. And many other parts 
of your wrintings have this for their object. 
Sometimes, whilſt you profeſs: that you are 
very far from confounding the Jewiſn pro- 
pets with the impoſtors of other nations, 
ou endea vour to put them both on the 

— footing. Sometimes whilſt you ſeem to 
plead their cauſe, you turn their words and 
actions into ridicule. And in order to give 
a fabulous air to every thing that is related 
of theſe holy men, you repreſent their times, 


as times of incredible prodigies. This is a | 


ſubject of importance. Let us try whether 
we can anſwer en hat oa 5 1 


i 5 * 
Fi uu, FT Impoſſility. of - rowing 


Ju events, 


You firſt lay down a principle, which if it 
was true; would certainly make impoſtors 
and cheats of all thoſe who have claimed 


the 


— 1 6 oe. 
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the title of ophets in every nation. This 


principle is, the impaſſibility of knowing future 
events, and oy 5 of Nerve 


| them. | 


It 3 be 8 chat you "dtc 
this principle but lamely. You ſay, that it 
zs evident that 10e cannot know future events, 
becauſe we cannot know what is not; What 
e e 1s bh n 0 


: ; 2 


turity. Vou yourſelf probably. know paſt | 
events. Now futurity is not yet come, the 


paſt is gone, it has ceaſed to be, therefore 


We . . know (1) 1b it not. We think 
2 > var a er more > clear than denen 
6 
8 2. 
Sevens! e 1 reduced. to. - the 
calculation f chance. 


If it is impoſſible to know 88 
what ſhall we think of all our = gone" 


You are going to inform. . fir. 


All 
(1) What is not. See Philoſophy of Hiſtory, Article. 


| Oraclcs. Aut. 
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Al predictions, you ſay, are reducible to the 
calculation of chances. All predictions, fir. 
This is eaſily ſaid. 3 | 
But by what calculation of chances, I pray 
you, could one of our prophets foretel, that 
the altar on which Jeroboam ſacrificed in | 
Bethel, -would be overturned, three hundred | 
and fixty-one years. after, by Joſias? And | 
how could Elias foretel that the race of | 
Achab ſhould be cut off, and not a ſtem 
remain, and that Jezabel, then on the throne, 
ſhould be eaten by dogs, in the field of Fexreel? 
Ifaiah-announces Cyrus to the Jews as their 
deliverer, more than two hundred years be- 
fore his birth. Jeremiah foretels, the almoſt 
incredible reſtoration of Jeruſalem; and the 
return of the Jews into their native country, 
after ſeventy years captivity. Daniel de- 
ſoribes the deſtruction of the Perſian empire, 
by Alexander, and all the evils which one of 
his ſucoeſſors was to inflict on the Jewiſh: 
nation, &c. Can you think ſincerely, that 
in order to foretel with certainty, theſe ſo 
diſtant and improbable events, nothing more 
was neceſſary but the calculation of chances ? 
Surely ſomething more was neceſſary. Vou 
Z this. 0 OTE 
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Thi rd 22 on. | Prophets among other nations 


But, you =_ the Jews are not the only 


people ho boaſt of having prophets, many 
nations, the Greeks, the Egyptians, &c. had 


th their oracles, lei, „ Ar, * 1 | 


teir ſees. 17 


. fir, but a it. follow. . fer 


other nations had falſe. prophets, therefore 


the Jews had no true ones? We think that 


counterfeit coin is not an evidence that 


ſterling money never exiſted. / 0 : ONE 

1 the contrary. r cr 
adly, Could you 8 in any o one he thoſs 

nations a body of prophecies ſo clear, ſo 


. preciſe, ſo wiſely, written as ours? Could 


you vindicate {heir authority, and ſhew the | 
EE e of them as we d ne 


zZaly, Why are the pretended 38 of 
other 1 — 855 fallen into oblivion? Why 
were they deſpiſed even by thoſe perſons 
to whom they promiſed ſuch tn and 
conqueſts? Why have ours been preſerved 


for ſo many ages, and revered at this day 
not only by the Jews, but by the moſt 


enlightened people of the univerſe? Is it not 
becauſe 
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becauſe the former have been convicted of 
falſehood, abſurdity, and impoſition, and that 

the truth of the latter has been demonſtra- 
ted by an inconteſtible chain of events, 


which all the ae of man COUNT. 1 not 
ene 


* 5 *. N 1 


>| 


| Fourth ehen on. oil ee Aer if 


850 ng had the ſame motives, and made uſe 0 


the ſame means ev rhe fo 4 22 2 other 


nations. 5 wi 


Vo proteſt, f as we obſetyed bebe | 
that you do not mean to confound the Nabim 
and the Robeim of the Hebrews, with the im- 

Poftors of other nations. You aſſure us of this. 
We muſt believe you, and the manner in 
- which you ſpeak of our prophets, in ſeveral 
| arti is a Wer proof of i it. 

But even if this was your intent, fir, do 
you think that it would be eaſy for you to 
ſucceed in it? Alas, what relation cafi there 
be between the ſublime doctrine, the pure 
morality, the noble generoſity of the former, 
and the ambition, avarice, and blind fana- 
ticiſm of the latter? Do you ſee the Jewiſh 
prophets annoui ncing to their people abſurd 
— e divinities ? nn ng . 2s | 


2 * by + Tow ? : "rites? ? 
„ ww C <&% "EE EE ES, . * 2 I 1 ov 
- 8 — 
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rites ? *: (1) innocent: blood? And 
ordering unfortunate children to be ſacrificed 
by thole very periogs who gave them e 


Vou fay, it is eaſy to conceive that « a man 
might procure wealth and popularity, by taking 
« ft be prof ion of a prophet, and hoc he might 
ſucceed by the (2) ambiguity of his anſwers. 
Such indeed were the motives, and ſuch the 
means, by which deceiving prophets uſed to 
gain authority to their Impoſtures. But had 
our prophets ſuch motives? Moſt of theſe 
holy men reaped nothing according to you 
from their labours, but the hatred of kings, 
and the contempt of nations, perſecution, 
exile, | death, and the event did not e 


point their ee, 


Nor was tbe ambiguity 8 re · 
ſource. Moſt of their prophecies gave no 
room for equi vocation. Not only the events, 
but the circumſtances of them, the times, 
the places, even the names of the actors are 
een 1 them. And the Fee Por- 


(50 * bleed. . Many examples may be r wen of 
this in profane authors of antiquity ; z Every c one 8 read 
the following verſes, | 
| Sanguine placaſtis ventos * virgine oh oi {en 5 
Sanguine quærendi reditu. Æneid. II. Au. 


02 Ambiguity of bis 1 8 See Philoſophy of Bc: 
tory. an 
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phyry, found the prophecies of Daniel, in 
particular ſo exact, that he thought the only 
way to evade the conſequences of them, was 
to ſay, that they were written after the 
event. If therefore among ſo many clear 
predictions, and ſo exactly verified, ſome 
obſcure ones are found, the obſeurity of 
them cannot be conſidered. as . veil of. 
| he 


And yet ye N our K's of this. 
And, what we could never have imagined, 
you quote as a proof of this, the — — of 
Eliſha, to the traitor Hazael. This perfidi- 
ous man, had formed a reſolution of aſſaſſi- 
nating his ſovereign, the king of -Damaſcus, 
and came from that prince, who was then, 
ſick, to conſult the prophet whether he 
ſhould recover. © Eliſba, you ſay, anfivered 
« that the king might recover, but that be: 
« <oould die. If Eliſha had not been a 
„ prophet of the true God, he might have 
been ſuſpected of providing himſelf with 
an evaſion in any Low for if the king had 
not died, Eliſha had foretold his recovery. 
by ſaying that he might recover, and had 
not pointed out the time of his death.” 
This might indeed be ſuſpected, if we were 
to form a judgment of the anſwer, by the 
manner in which you relate it. But who- 
ever will take the trouble of conſulting the 

text, 


Ra 


$66 * L't T TER S OY . 
een, will be very far from * 2 wha 
Tc . prey A e 2 B Qlndlsc-: 


Eliha there e to Hazggl, "oy band unto 
bim, thou mayeſt certainly recbver, that is to 
fay, his deſtemper is not mortal; bat, adds 
he, fixing his eyes on the traitor, tze Lord 
bath ſhewed me that be ſball ſurely die, that is, 
that you yourſelf will take away his life. In 
this ſenſe Hazael underſtood it, and feeling 
by this anſwer, and the Redfaſt lock of the 
prophet,” that he had read his heart, he was 
aſhamed, ſays the text. Thus Wn! ne 
vided himſelf with an evaſion! 


When you aue! this. objagtions: an 
quoted as a proof the anſwer of Eliſha, had 


you before you, the fourth book of kings? 


We ſuppoſe you had not. Otherwiſe, inſtead 
of ſuſpecting the ſincerity of the -prophet, 
we migut with reaſon have doubted a 


{However if this is your beſt 1 that 
our prophets uſed _— by this one We 
may Judge of the reſt. 


— 
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Wh ooo OLA epi he 2 | 
brews falſe — — 7 
believed that they bod (i) the ſpirit of God. 


"AE ROE LF; 1 755 7 2 „ 


I ; 
kt 4 +4 yy. 


There did-ar;ſe ſuch, Gr, and. the; Hebrox 
could not be ſurprized at it. ieee ae 


* * — © 
_ 7 Sa any ede Wi TEEN 35+ 21 
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the ſpixit of G00. Bui ate 
had it? We think that = would find 
hard to ore this. 


_ 
o 


FR this mine of the; paninh falſe n 
_ ho ſball they be diſtinguiſhed ? 
| called one another viſſonaries and "liars. 
— was therefore no other uiay of diſtinguiſb- 
ing truth, bur to wait the anne, * 
th ee | 


Ves 200 1 this — — the true - 
requeſted io be tried, By this — 
: e to 


1 it of Gad. See Phi b of Hiſt 
ae Th ors of £6 FE wee | N 
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to be diſtinguiſhed from impoſtors, who 
ſpoke in the name of the Lord, and whom the 
Lord had not ſent. The prophet which pro- 
Pphefieth' peace, ſays Jeremiah, *when' the word 

of the-prophet ſhall come to paſs; then ſhall 'the 
prophet ON known, that (1) the Lord hath: truly 
ſent him. Where are, adds he, thoſe prophets 
abo aſſured thee thut Nabuchodonozor "ſhould 
not return? 0 king, anſwered Micah to the 
impious 5 Achab,\ who had condemned him to 
remain in priſon, on bread and water, O 
king. jou return in peace, nations bearken 
unto me, it is not tbe Lord who hath ſent me. 
Is this the language of deceit? And how 
many of their prophecies might be produced 
which have been verified 5 the event, 
under the eyes of thoſe very e to 
whom they were made. 


© x * . . * » + * 7 * 
; . ren 18 312 2 1 4.4 $2 5 
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* "Sixth election "Hh "uſages given bo che prophets. 
1 \ . 255 N 8 dec o 
This i is the Cubjed;: fir; of an article in 
your Philoſophical Dictionary, an article of 
which you have boaſted no doubt, as à per- 
fect model of the fineſt raillery, and moſt 
ingenious ridicule; Let us ſee woe you 
wor have reaſon to gory! in it * 


3 The 


(i) The Lord bath truly ſent bin. see Jeremiah 
ch. 28. and 38. Aut. b 
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The Jewiſh prophets have. been perſecuted. 
= Ves, ſir, and theſe holy men had foreſeen it. 
They expected this reward of their labours, 

and zeal for their religion and their country, 

whoſe. fate, was connected with their religion. 
For this reaſon we generally ſee them taking 
this painful and weighty office on them 
very reluctantly, __ accepting it at laſt 
merely in obedience to the repeated 3 
of heaven. But as ſoon as the burthen- of the. 
word 1s laid on them, the i iſſue forth 
before princes and They upbraid 

them for their idolatry — their crimes, and 
then neither exile, nor chains, nor e 
can lence their noble ind! ens 


br, "408 e you any a bad trade... SIR 

it was ſo, if thoſe trades are accounted - _ 
beſt, which bring in moſt profit, and are 
the ſureſt ſteps to power, wealth and. caſe. 
But do you allow no other trades to be good 
but theſe? What think you then of the —2 
of Socrates and Regulus, and of ſo many vir- 
tuous Greeks and Romans, who with a view 
to inſtruct or ſerve their fellow citizens, and 
to ſave their country, ſacrificed fortune, eaſe, 
even life, and moved boldly thro the midſt 
of abuſe and perſecution, to that poſt to 
which honour and duty called renz It is 
indeed a bad trade in the eyes of the vain 
ſelfiſh '6 hiloſophers of this age, who judge of 
CVA thing — NOV private intereſt, and ſet 

i . no 
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no value on any thing but what helps tlie 
preſent hour of life. "Glo you bend your 
ſpirit ſo low as this, fir? And does the vir- 
tuous man, Who ſtru ggles againſt adverſity, 
and for the ſake of 7 juſtice, braves abuſe, 
torments and death, appear to vou a deſpi- 
cable fanatick, and a poor butt of ridicule? 
How narrow are the views of modern philo- 
abe how mean its oe. and VERO 
A cod its 488 8 | 


How! we it poſſible, fir that you u did PING 
firſt, -perceive char ſuch great fufferings, 
endured with ſo much' fortitude, are an in- 
diſputable proof, that theſe holy men were 
fully convinced of the divinity of their com- 

miſſion ? For would theſe * or — 

uninterrupted ſucceſſion of wiſe, learn- 
jo gs virtueus men; have endured, for the 
fake of impoſture, evils which they foroſaw, 
and could not help foreſceing ? And ſecondly, 
that this cruel treatment was fo far from 
brin contempt upon them, that their 
— > fy perſeverance in B24 
ſhips, added to the elegance of their taſte, 
their exalted ſentiments, their zeal, their 
virtues, muſt compel us to inſert them in 
the catalogue of thoſe ancients, who beſt de- 
erde our admiration and reſpect. 


505 of your. ſacred writers paſts this 
judgment upon ene when IS 


— 
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theſe men of God wandering in deſerts, and 
in mountains, and in caves 45 2 earth, Honed, 
ſawn aſunder, flain with the fword, he ſaid 
they were men, of vbom the ay "was not 
* Which, fir, of you or him, enter 
tained the aol] juſt and noble e 


$7. 


| Seventh th oj on. | Nature was d; e . 


From what it is now, 


. r Nothing 1 be 
matter of e in the Jewiſh pro- 


: PE Their ages were ſuch as have not 
* n ſeen ſince. Even nature was not 
* then what it is (i) now? 
We know that the cuſtdms and ; manners 
4 thaſe ancient times were different from 
ours. We can eaſily give credit to this. 
But that nature itſelf ſhould not have been 


the ſame then, that it is now AS _ 
an den dee wee Rat 


|, Magicians, you b. lad 70 foivers over 


—— which they have not now, they encbunt- 


iy Jrpents. Tho pal 71 3 
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were only affected by 
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by the root called BN which was et in a 
ring and put u under thetr noſes. 
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ME What! 8 in the times 1 our pro- 
phets, and of the ancient Jews, in | thoſe 
times which preceded the captivity,” and in 
which devils were not known, magicians were 
to be found and thoſe poſſeſſed of devils were 


cured. Shall we always have contradictions ? 


2dly, You Mil not mud this 1 
for curing poſſeſſed perſons in the prophets, 
or the ſcriptures. Do" not confound” theſe 
ſon does, with thoſe out of which "FOE, have 
drawn. wa my 

my If you tobe upon theſe das 
as ſupernatural, you cannot then conclude, 


that nature was not then what it is now. The 


ſupernatural power of theſe operations 1 829 
nothing for or againft n. nature. 8 


But ” you look up pon Wer as nee 
If you think that tholt f po ſſeſſed with devils, 
me diſtemper, we 

can ſhew that nature, "ie this reſpect has loſt 


nothing of its power. . Simples, at this time, 


cure diſtempers. The Americans charm ſer- 
pents, and the race of the Pfyles (1) fill 
_ Tubſiſts ; 


49; 921 7 72 8 Aena. be PRES w were ancient | . 


| families, or clans of Af; ica, ſamous for the art of charm- 


ing 
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ſubſiſts in Africa. Some of theſe are found 
in Egypt too, who daily handle the moſt 
venemous vipers and ſerpents (2) without 
fear or hurt. Nature is therefore now what 
it was formerly. eee eee, 


er * 
ing 33 Many TY tho were fem i. ancient 
Rome, giving proofs of their abilities in this reſpect. 

(a2) Without fear or hurt. See the voyages of Haſſel- 
quiſt. « A female Pſylle, ſays this ingenious naturaliſt, 
&. brought to me at Cairo four kinds of ſerpents, the” : 
& ceraſtes, the jaculus, the ſea ſerpent, and the ſhop- 
« viper. This woman gave me a great fright as well as 
c to Mr. de Liron court, the French conſul, and to 
« many others of that nation who were preſent; ſhe 
cc threw thoſe reptiles full of life at our feet, and let 
4 them run freely about us, in order to ſhew us with” 
ce what reſolution ſhe could handle thoſe dreadful ani- 
«© mals without receiving the leaſt harm from them. 
When ſhe put them into the jugs in which they were 
<< kept, ſhe took them with her naked hands, as women 
ce take their laces. - They were all eaſily put in except 

c the vipers, who found means of getting out before ſhe 
« had ſtopped them up, and crept up along her hands 
% and naked arms without giving her the leaft fright. 
« She took them quietly off of her body, and put them 
« back into the place which was intended for their 
e grave. We were aſſured that ſhe had gathered thoſe 
<<, reptiles about the country with the ſame eaſe.” > 

„It cannot be doubted but that this womon had 
<« ſome ſecret for preſerving herſelf from their bites; but 
e we could not poſſibly derive any information from her 
cc on this ſubject. The art of charming ſerpents is a 
4c ſectet among the Egyptians. All naturaliſts and 
4e travellers ſtiould endeavour to find out ſomething cer- 
en tain and deciſive, with reſpect to an object ſo worthy 
6 of their curioſity. FFI is e NIA is 
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Bu the gift of prophety was then commons 
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6 that this 8 thould IS . ee 
. for more than two thouſand years, whilſt fo many 
ce others have tranſpired. It is known only to certain 
& perſons, who tranſmit it to their deſcendants and their 
“ families. All that has tranſpired of it yet, is, that 
„ thoſe who charm ſerpents and vipers, do not touch 
« any other venomous reptiles, Scorpions, Lizards, 
c &c; And the families which charms thefe latter, dare 
ec not touch the former. That thoſe who charm ferpents 
« and vipers, frequently. feed upon them among one 
« another when they take them, and that they go 
« afterwards and aſk the een of their cheick, prieſt 
& or chief, who, amongſt many other. ſuperſtitions,” 
4 ſpits ſeveral times on them.” "Theſe ſuperſtitions, and 
others as vain, are probably more ancient than is ſup- 
poſed, and perhaps gave riſe to the laws of 1 n 
theſe enchantments. 
In a note in the bottom of the pollaga mee have juſt- 
quoted, Mr. Linnæus aſſures us, „ that Mr. Jacquin, 
% who then lived in the Weſt Indies, wiote to him, 
«that the Indians charm ſerpents with Ariffolzebia' 
ce anguiceda, and that the late Mr. Forſkohl, during his 
6c travels in the caſt, informed bim, that the Egyptians 
t uſed for the ſame purpoſe a ſpecies of ane, 
6 but that he did not tell whieh. EA Es. 
Mr. R. of the congregation of St. Lazarus, a man of 
obity and knowledge; atteſts that he knew a perſon at 
— on as bold and as clever as the Pſylles, that he 
413 has * him often handling vipers without fear, thruſting 
i (hi in his naked arms and taking out handfulls-of them. 
Fhat when he returned from this kind of hunt, he noſed 
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| Ni to ſendd theſe vipers to the ſick whom he knew. That 
1 he kept ſome ef them in a cheſt, where he fed them, 
11 walking thro' the midſt of them wnhout dead. That 
Þ 3 when he had too many of them, he dreſſed and eat them 

| 71 in the wa of a fricaſſee of: chickens. Ml N. aſſures us, 


that he taſted this ragout and found it good. * 


7 * no 8 common, but does it 
follow from this that it never exiſted? And 
| does the uncommonneſs of this ſupernatural 
prove that nature e not the Mn now 

hat it was Torinerfy. - any, e 


Such dende gde . wers 6 fel as ier of N Ne- 
Bulchodonozor changed into an ox, the wife of 


Lot, into 4 e 6 an Foe cities into f 
minous lakes. 12 


; 
| 
9 
1 
| 
| 


— 


1 
| 
ſ 
[\ 
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Probably you Gall theſe events ey poeti- 
| cally; metamorphyſes, in order to form a ſimi- 
litude between our ſtriptures and Ovid's 
Metamorphoſes. However, no matter for the 
I; 2505 us ide the EK 


— _—_—— 
woes Oc. 


— 


wy 2 


ve Wer eee into e | 
rg Ves, ſir, but ſuch events are not con- 
fined to the times of the ſcripture merely, 
and may be found in other places beſides 
Ovid's 3 Aſia, Africa, Sicily, 
Italy, &c. might you with recent in- 
ſtances of this Thune er, 2 rthquakes, yul-" : 
canos, have too often changed, or if. you 1 
like the word better, metamorphoſed even | 
in theſe latter times, men into aſhes, lakes, q 
into mountains, cities. into lakes,. &e. Sc. 


The dame may be fad of che peter 
garen s of Lot's wife imo 2 flatus of 
Aal. u event is not ſo extraordinary, as 
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to oblige us to have recourſe to Ovid's Meta- 
morphoſes, in order to find out others ſimi- 
lar to it. This fooliſh woman turns her 
head towards Sodom in flames, to behold 
this dreadful ſpectacle, and that inſtant a 
vortex of ſulphurous, arſenical, bituminous 
vapours, loaded with metallick, nitrous and 
other ſalts, ſurrounds and ſuffocates her. 
Her body impregnated with and penetrated : 
by theſe ſubſtances, remains without motion 
or life, (1) like a ſtatue. There is nothing 
in this but what might happen, and has 
happened more than once in * 
and in the neighbourhood of vulcanos. 
Witneſs the relation of Heidegger, who ſays 
that whilſt ſome peaſants were milking cows, 
an earthquake was ſuddenly felt, which 


. (1) Like a flatue. The text ſays, becomes. a column ar 
| HPillar of ſalt. The lake Aſphaltes was very falt, It 
was called for this reaſon, the ſea of ſalt, or very ſalt 
ea, mare ſalis, mare ſaliſſimum. But the Hebrew word 
| fall, does not ſignify merely common falt, it is applied 
to natron, to bitumen, to various ſtones of a vulcano. 
The words ſtatue or pillar of ſalt, may therefore be ren- 
dered by ſtatue or pillar of bitumen or of thoſe bitumi- 
nous ſtanes, covered with ſalt, which are found near this 
Jake. The ſcripture: ſays, to become ſtone, for to become 
lite a flane. The beart of Nabal, it ſays, became lone, 
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Fa that is, cold, and motionleſs like a ſtone. If Mr. de 
13 Voltaire believes, or feigns to believe, that Lot's wife 
wk was really changed into a ſtatue of table-ſalt, and that 
| 84 this ſtatue ſtill exiſts, he falls too readily for ſo. great a 
15 man into popular errors, or elſe he has too little reſpect 


for his readers. Edit. „ 


cauſed ſo malignant and piercing a vapour 


to iſſue forth out of the earth, that they and 


their cows: remained lifeleſs. like ſo many 


ſtatues. 


S 


We cannot ſpeak in the ſame manner of 
the change of Nabuchodonozor into an ox. 

This indeed would be a'real metamorphoſis, 

and worthy of Ovid, as it much reſembles. 


thoſe which he relates. We muſt allow that 
nature no longer works any ſuch. changes. 
But where did you find this one, fir? Indeed 
it is ſaid in ſcripture, that this prince loſt his 
reaſon, that he was driven from his palace, 
that he wandered for many years thro the 
country, that he was expoſed to the dews of 
heaven, and lived as oxen do on graſs, but 
the ſcripture does not ſay in any place, that 
he was metamorphoſed into an ox. On the 


contrary, the ſcripture obſerves that the hair 


of his body became like Eagles feathers, and 


that his nails lengthened "like thoſe of birds. 
Therefore this pretended metamorphoſis: of 
the king into an ox, was operated only in 


' lations between Nabuchodonozor and an ox, 
to Which the ſcripture was a ftranger, and 
which you alone could perceive. 
Seriouſly, fir, does this proceed from in- 
adyertence or mirth? Perhaps you meant to 


2 poetical brains. Your fruitful and 


ively imagination, made you ſee certain re- 
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longer admit of any doubt. 
Pegaforte faw ſuch near the ſtreights, in 


. 
| 


412 Lrrrens o 


joke. Could you not chuſe fitter ſubjects, 
and can you jeſt no other way, than 7 bur- 


beſquing theſe reſpectable writings? 


We race of giants, you fay, has 45 3 
ed. Ezekiel fpeaks ef pigmies, gammadim, a. 


eubit bigh, who fought at the fi 7 of Tyre, and 
in moſt of theſe _—_ FR 
EN agree. N 


"ns wood 


-There have 3 races * ents, T his 4 is a 


fact atteſted not only by poets and mytho- 
| logiſts, but by the naturaliſts, travellers and 


hiſtorians of antiquity. Therefore in this 
ru . and fare writers ee. Fin: of 


But i is it true that theſe races of men bave 


diſappeared ? Is it not on the contrary very 


probable, that there are ſtill giants on earth, 
that is races of men of an extraordinary 
fize? We think, fir, that this point can no 
Magellan and 


1519, and gave them the name of Patago- 
tans, which they ſtill retain. The accounts 
of theſe two travellers have been ſince con- 


firmed by the ſucceſſive teſtimony . of A 


crowd of other ee Ma 1 00 hos 


4 8) 41 Werthy of faith.” See 5 diſſertation on America, 
; by D. 3 theſe en are mentioned i in it. Aut. 
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CERTALN Jz ws. 
mart And lately (1) 
and bor Peg 6) N and la 
Glrandais, have given new proofs. of it. 
Probably then giants do till exiſt, and na- 
ture has not changed in this reſpect. Some 
ancient travellers, but eſpecially the poets, 
ſpeak alſo of pygmies. They were, accord- 
ing to them, you know, little men, a cubit, 
that is one foot and an half * e e 
| r : | 


113 


veau | 


in a 3 7 pa ſoon as we 3 on 
<« ſhore, ſays the Commodore, the ſavages gathered 
„ abqut us, amdunting to about two hundred, looking 
<c upon us with aſtoniſhment, and ſmiling at the dif- 
«© proportion 'between our ſtature and theirs.. They are 
« fo tall, that when they were ſitting they were almoſt; 
« as high as the commodore Sa and he 1 is NY feet 
* highs. Jes: Dhonn.) At.. Fry" 
I) Siet, & de la 8 « [When 5 io 1766 
« they landed in the bay of Boucaut, at the eaſt of the 
6 aach of Magellan, they did not know that cap- 
66 „ tain. yron had ſoen there the gear before, men of a 
gigantick Mature, They perceive men on horſeback, 
ce 22 ö ſigns to them. to draw near, they. come 


„ near them, and find them of extraordinary ſtze every 


«© way, They breught to Paris the dreſſes and arms of 
« ſome of theſe coloſſuſes, which they preſented to Mr. 
« Darboulin farmer g nay. Bm [ama at whole 40 
cc hex ma 'be len. ; | 

e read in the ined Nee Wet at [Oi Cano men 
are ſo vigorons in old age, that they heget * at 
dinety. ninetys: and that ſome female have had childres 
at eighty. Nature then is the ſame that it was in the 
times of the prophets, and even in the time of Abra- 

ham. 8 | 


— 
\ 
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"Undoubtedly, fir, men a foot and an half 
n armed with arrows, and ranged in 
battle array, on the towers and the ram 
Parts, would have been a very ext! aordinary 
garriſon for a city. But is it certain, ſir, 
that Ezekiel . eh Aa en ee in e _ 
bo na i 17. 2 Gia; 


It is 1 your mailgate: 3 mentions 
among the troops which defended the city, 
the pygmies or pygmeans, but we cannot 
recollect that it ſays any where that theſe 
<.- WEre but a foot and an half 


high. 


| And even wif your vulgate eek did er 
of real pygmies, the text does not mention 


| = | n, and the ente is the ching! in queſtion. 

= The Hebrew text. calls the defendets, of 
14 Tyre. Gamadim, as you well obſerve. Ac- 
z bo 5m; to ſome interpreters, this was the 


name of a people who lived near Tyre; 
others were led from the root of the word, 
to think that it ſignifies, here, hardy) A. 
Warriors full of e and COULAgE-: | | 


— 
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” Thar it is not Ezekiel, but you, ths 

place men a foot and an half high on the 

' ramparts of Tyre. When we ſee you giving 
this city ſuch defenders, altho we cannot 

| admire the. FRE, yet we diſcoyer the poet. 

However, 
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However, fir, by bringing down poetical 
exaggerations to their juſt value, we do be- 
lieve with Ariſtotle, that a people of Tr 
lodytes lived near the Aſtoboras and the 
Nile, of a fize inferior to the common, 
who hunted cranes and lived on ſuch fowl. 
| Theta were the Freer of Africa. Y 

„en te how you have enen that 
nature was not in the time of the prophets, <ohat 
it is now. 22 1 of the W 1 
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- The omen ather ed n, to the Jewih re 


0 . 8 end, 
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W. E 3 not in our 8 letter, fr, 


Wer eg lr 


the prophets. Some of them ſtill remain to 


be examined. You: draw theſe latter ones 
from the typical language which theſe holy 


men uſed, and from ſome expreſſions, in 
which you think ny inouiged themſelves 
rather too freely. 


Theſe eine are not new, fir. Tindal | 
has already borrowed them from ſome 
writers, who borrowed them alſo; and you 
can only claim the honour of propoſing them 
with art whilſt you ſeem to endeayour to 
anſwer them, a nme which ee has 
taught you. 


Such as toy are, however they muſt be 


_ anſwered. And we think this my be done 


FRY: - 
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EET A I Jews. 417 
NY . b eee 
Typical e its power; it wat uſed 


among many f nations. 


Whether it was that men [ads not at firſt 

a ſufficient variety of terms to expreſs (1) 
their ſentiments and ideas, or that it was 
found neceſſary to ſtir up the imagination of 
ſavage nations by ſenſible objects, in order 
to perſuade them, it was uſual for men in 
ancient times, to expreſs themſelves on cer- 
tain occaſions by extraordinary actions, which 


repreſented their meaning, in a forcible man- 
ner. 
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| 
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The powers of this fort of language were 
certainly great. It ſhewed the object in- 
ſtead of deſcribing it. And as it ſpoke to 
—— moſt (2) buch * the ſenſes, it could 

not 


— —C_——__ I __——_—_— ————_— — = 
Ä , en 2 


. Their ITO and ideas. The Re? biſhop of 
| Gloſter aſcribes to this / cauſe, the riſe of typical ſan- 
guage, and indeed it is probable; that it was the firſt, and 
chief cauſe of it. Mr. de Voltaire, for what reaſon we 
know not, - wiſhes rather to look for the riſe of it in the 
_ cuſtom of writing in hieroglyphicks. But ſurely men 
muſt have [ſpoke by ſigns and types, beſore they wrote 
in hieroglyphicks. Edit. 
Hors Moſt lively of the 1 "Tis the thought of 
Horace. bak 
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ie en be irritant animos demiſſa per aurem, | 


|  Quam que ſunt oculis — 1 Edit. 
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not fail of awakening the attention of the 
moſt indifferent or heedleſs. In vain did 
Jeremiah threaten Jeruſalem with impending 
ruin, his voice was ſcarcely 1 1 
when he brought the chiefs of the city out 
of the gate, and broke the potters veſſel 
before them, ſaying, thus ſaith the Lord, thus 
will I deſtroy Feruſalem, the whole city was 
moved. A Levite. ſends. to each of the 
tribes, one of the bloody limbs of his abuſed 
wife. By what words could he cry out for 
vengeance more powerfully ? 


This language was known by all ancient 

nations, but was chiefly uſed in the eaſt, 

and as our prophets conformed to the taſte 

of the country, and the manners of the age, 
they uſed it often in their predictions. 


When, with a view to ridicule it, you 
confine it to the times of the old world, which 
Was very different from the new; you make a 
miſtake, fir; we could produce you inſtances 
of it in later periods, and even in the moſt 
polite era of Greece. Thus Tarquin ſpoke 
to the meſſenger from his ſon. The am- 
baſſador of the Scythians to Darius. Alex- 
ander to his favourite, &c. &c. And with- 
15 out mentioning here America, where this 
i BY language has been found again, at this day 
12 many nations in the eaſt preſerve it. If you 
had not ſo much bufineſs, and could ſpare time 


to 
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to read over the oriental writers, or the 
_ travellers who have gone thro theſe countries, 
you would find that many of thoſe ancient 
cuſtoms, which appear to you to have be- 


longed to the o/d world, are ſtill found there. 


Does it follow that this language i is ridiculous, 
becauſe it is not common in your country ? 
Will you always e of . _ * 


your on cuſtoms? 


8 2. 
Allgories and parables uſed by o our - prophets. 


To this language of adidas. and. ty 


pes, 
the orientals added another, that of allegories 


and parables. They brought them into diſ- 
courſe, and as trayellers inform us, ſtill 


bring them in ſuch a manner, that if one 
was not apprized of this - cuſtom, it would 


be eaſy to make miſtakes, and to take 
figures for facts, and - parables for (1) real 
actions. We think, fir, that you have oſten 
made this miſtake in your reaſoning on the 
prophets. You have often confounded real 
actions, viſions and parables. We ſhall pro- 


ceed to diſtinguiſh what. gy" David: Cote 
foundec. 


Da 5 1 Frrenial 


(1) Real actions. Thus! it is a doubt among chriſtians, 
whether the beggar Lazarus and the Samaritan, are 
parables or true hiſtories. Edit. / 
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| Jeremiah bearing d. 


LIFE 


ting) kink fir, that our prophets FRA 
— typical language 10 an aſtomfhing 
bei ghib. | Theſe af — you ſay, theſe enig- 
matical aii ons, ſcare weak minds that are not 
ſuffictently acquainted with antiquity. You are 
probably better acquainted with it than they 
are, and it is only with a view of inſtructing 
them, that you relate fome of the typical 


actions of our ee pop ck in nn own WO: 


You begin with Jeremiah. Lou repreſent 
3 cords, a pack ſaddle, 
with collars, and yokes on his Far on Wie can 
find in ſeripture that Jeremiah loaded himſelf 
with chains, and we will allow that he put 
collars on his back; but we cannot ſee in 
any part of it, that he bore a pack ſaddle. He 

put on yokes to thew, that Nabuchodonozor | 
— going to put qudea and the neighbour- 

provinces — the yoke; but what 

eould induce him, fir, to wear a pack faddle ? 

things. Do you confound one with the 

other? Or is it to raiſe a laugh, that in ſpite 
of truth. and 1 8 you 1 Finn 
khus 
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thus ſadaled? This indeed is an ingenious 
ous e vein of humour!” | 

 However/' Gp if Jererginhs oy tying « bimpil 
with "cords and putting ©yokes © on Bae bath, 
only conformed to received cuſtom, as you aſſert, 
how could theſe typical actions which were 
conformable to cuſtom,” Nu e or 
ridiculous? | 
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„ pa ay 1 Men ſaw Iiaiah mz 
«ſtark Waadt in Jeruſalem, in order to 
« ſhew, that the king of Aſſyria ner 
« bring a crowd of captives out of Egy 
„and Ethiopia, who would not Ee th 

« thing to cover their nakedneſs. Is' it po tay 
« ſible, that à man could wall ſtark" Re” 
4 thro' Jeruſalem without being punifhed” 
* 2 the civil power? Yes certainly. Dio- 

„genes was not the —— man in old tires, 
„ho had this impudence. Strabo ſpeaks 
“ f a ſet of Brachmans, . would ho 
been aſhamed to wear garments, and at 
this day iy 11 4 We * HORN 5 


66” walking 7s ed, e * = 14 28 


89 a 4 * 
*. FR \ +5 43% 


Theſe: fad 3 U are curious, 


and. your thus bringing together Iſaiah, 
D d 3 Diogenes 


422 Jo mit Mn $1 av 


Diogenes and the Brachmans is an admira- 
ble inſtance of that love of truth which in- 
flames you. But where did you read, fir, 
that Iſaiah walked. fark naked in Jeruſalem ? 
No, he did not walk fark naked, he walked 
without his robe or his tunick, as ſlaves do, 


to whom they always give cloathin 3 ſu down 
to cover their nakedneſs. 


The Hebrew word which you ; franſlate 
fark naked, ſignifies, here, and in many 
her places, no more than firipped of bis 
upper. garments... For this HT the text 
obſerves, that Iſaiah walked without ſhoes, 
and with naked: feet, which would have been 
a ſuperfluous r a $i: wth: term 
had Wannen fark nale, 


15 © Beſides the Greek, — and even the 
WW French word, which anſwers to the Hebrew, 
$4 e ab ahy e Agnily Fees of all gr" 


bl 


When Virg il, 870 to the onto | 


„ A S#A 


] they 


+ Sere pk Be | When NED publiſhed his oats d 
gicks, a critick who was reading. the beg inning of this 
verſe, nudus ara, ſere nudus, concluded it by theſe words, 
habebis frigora, febres—plough naked, ſow naked, ſays 

Virgil; ti the way fo get 4 feuer, anſwers" the critick. 
Would not one think that our r have taken 
"we 4 cou 40 for a TY 138 


2 


3 2 —— — fe or — Im — — ==> — . ZR, = 
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they ought to be ſtark naked? And when 
you ſay of a poor man, that he is naked, 
quite naked, does this neceſſarily imply, that 
. he has not cloathing fo cover his wears rave; 


You may Rill go on in arangtinent; that 
IGiinh walked far naked in Jeruſalem, and 
that he was not puniſhed by the civil power. 
Compare him again with the Grecian Cynic, 
the Brachmans and the Santons. As if 
Diogenes and the Brachmans wanted to pre- 
figure the ſtate of ſlavery. Theſe madmen 
had a different motive, and this motive, 
which was not that of the r required 
wo te nakedneſs, 


ier therefore walking ftark” naked in 
your writings, could only make the moſt 
ignorant readers laugh. This is all the profit 
that can be reaped from ſuch raillery. Is it 


vour aim, ſir, to make fools laugh by ban 
tering them * ? . 


Tindal aer likewiſe, that David bad 
danced ſtark naked before the ark, and you 
would willingly make us believe this too. 
But Leland anſwers, that David was fo far 
from having danced ffark naked, that the 
ſcriptures ſay expreſsly he was cloathed with 
his ephod, or the linnen robe, which was a 
facerdotal veſtment. Therefore when it ſays 
chat he danced naked. before the ark, it 


* | only 


only means, that he had thrown off the 

ents he uſually wore, and all the marks. 
of his dignity, a ſenſe of which we could 
give many inſtances even in profane writers, 


and not that he danced art naked. 


Theſe pitiful. objeQions and cold jeſts, 
which our philoſophers hand down from one 
to another, will at leaft give us juſt grounds 
for ſaſpeding their ue or * a 
cerity. MM 


8 5. 
Of Hife. 


epd Hoſea aſtoniſhes you ſtill 
= God, you ſay, commands him to 
« take a. mn A of whoredoms, and to 
« have children of whoredoms He after- 
<. wards. orders the | prophet to lie with an 
«* adulterous woman. Theſe orders give 
© ſcandal. God could not order a —_— to be 
aA debauchee and an adulterer. 1 


No nortainly... But can you e that 
God commanded his prophet to The a debauthee 2 
orders him to fake a woman. Therefore 
the order is marriage, not fornication. Sup- 
poſe the woman was a proftitute before her 
marriage, is it not probable, that Hoſea 
| when * married Mts! reſtored. her to virtue, 


and 
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and that their children being the iſſue of 
lawful marriage, were called children of for- 
nication, merely with relation to the former 
exceſſes of their mother? What proots, fir, 
have you of the contrary? — even 
apo to this ſuppoſition, Hoſea, in exe- 

cuting the commands of the prophet, would, 
not have been a debauchee.  _ 


"Bas is it very certain, that a i . proſtitute. 
is meant here? There are ſtrong reaſons, 
fir, for doubting it. When an infidel, 
ſays (1) a learned chriſtian lately to Dr. 
Kennicott, wants to prove that God not 
only permits but commands things, which. 
are contrary to his law, he confidently 

oppoſes this verſe of Hoſea, and already 
„ plorying in bis victory, he raiſes on this 
„text a trophy to impiety and infidelity. 
« But the true Hebrean is not moved either 
„with theſe ſhouts. of victory, or with che 
* nes of his ee n 


1 He examines the text en Y. 3 
he reads in it literally, that the Lord ſays 
to Hoſea, go take ee of whore- 

Adams, and children of whoredams,. for. the 
& Tag; i heck med , whoredom in de- 


6 ee 


ad. 4 LS re a The Abbe * Fx-profeſſoe . 7 
of Hebrew. This explanation i is alfo found in the Prin- 


cipes difentes of the learned father n Poris. | 
Ault," 
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* parting from the Lord. Firſt, then, he re- 
« colleQs, that the prophets ſcarcely uſe any 
« other terms than thoſe of whoredom and 
© adultery, to ſignify idolatry. 


« He then fixes his attention on theſe 
« words, becauſe the earth hath done ſbamefully, 
„ and thus he reafons. Did God command 
* his prophet to marry a proſtitute? I can 
« ſcarcely believe it. Good ſenſe and reaſon 
« diate to me, that children born in law- 
ful wedlock cannot be children of whore- 
dms. Therefore this epithet of infamy, 
« cannot fall either on the mother or the 
« children. On whom then will it fall? 
« On the land which broke the Lord's co- 
« venant, by proſtituting itſelf to idols. 
„% Now if it be the land which proſtitutes 
«- itſelf, as the prophet himſelf ſays, this wo- 
« man whom he is going to marry by God's 
« command, is not a proſtitute, but a 0] .¹B7 
« man out of the land of proſtitutions, and her 
« children will for the ſame reaſon, be chil- 
« dren born in the land of proſtitutions, that 
“ 1s of idolatry. In fact the kingdom of 
“ Iſrael had been for near two centuries 
„ plunged in the moſt monſtrous idolatry. 
« In order to take the people out of it, 
God had for a long time threatened them 
« ſeverely. At laſt he ſends forth Hoſea as 
« his ſervant, go, ſays he, take a wife in this 
land of idolatry. The prophe OLED, 8 
| 8 | e 
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« He marries; he has children, and God him- 
« ſelf names them, he calls one of them, 7 
« will no more have mercy, the other, Ye are 
„not my people. This was God's intent, 
to keep perpetually i in the ſight of this un- 
« orateful nation, children whoſe names 
„ ſhould be a proof, a memorial, a conti- 
„ nual and living monument of his indigna- 
tion, and of the calamities he was going 
«' to inflit on them. This was the mean- 
„ing of the marriage which he ordered the 
< prophet to contract, and it was not need- 
« ful for this end that he e marry a 
n e 0 


What think you of this explanation; fir? 
= it not a natural one, and the proofs of it 
clear? Therefore it is not certain that 

this awife of whoredoms, whom Hoſea was 
commanded to marry, was a proftitute and 
as we ſhewed above, altho' ſhe had been 
one before her marriage, Hoſea might have 
married her without Ty a fragen ter and 


a debauchee. 


We ſhall ay the ſame thing of the adul- 
terous woman. Explain the text of Hoſea 
as literally as you pleaſe, you can never 
prove that God commanded the prophet to 
commit any crime with her, which the law 
forbad and even made capital But what 
* would you think if we were to add with 


may 
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many learned interpreters and ingenious 
criticks, that theſe orders were perhaps never 
given by God, nor executed by the prophet. 
That probably they were nothing but rhe- 
torical figures, parables conformable to the ſiyle 
and uſages 'of the ancient times? This has 
been the opinion amonz the Jews, of the 
Chaldean paraphraſt, Aben Ezra, Maimonides, 
&c. And among chriſtians, of St. Jerom, 
Witſius, Stillingfleet, &c. And, to tell the 
truth, altho' we adopt the literal interpre- 
tation, yet the reaſons which they oy. are 
by no means contemptible. 


If, inſtead of repreſenting the — of 
Hoſea as criminal, you had been ſatisfied 
with ſaying, that they were not very decent 
in a prophet of the Lord, you would have 
had a little better ſhew of reaſon. But we 
could have anſwered, that decorums are not 
every where the ſame. That they vary ac- 
cording to the notions and manners of ages 
and nations. That the people of the eaſt: 
were not then, nor are they now, ſo nice 
about marriage as the Europcans. That 
theſe. actions of the prophet, who was 
known to ſpeak in the name of the Lord, 
and to obey his orders, had nothing in them 
ſhameful or degrading, altho they might 

appear. ane it, Was nne | 


; * 4 
7 | ” 
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in bros rouſe the W and Nr N 
wy attention * men. 5 


36. 


of Ezekiel Alen es ork ni of this 
propers: 


'The jeeldtocks cities of Jeruſhlom and 
Samaria, are repreſented by Ezekiel under 
the figure of two proſtitutes. You pretend to 
fear leaſt theſe natural paintings of the pro- 
phet, may offend weak minds. You under- 
take to juſtify them. But it is not till 
after you have ſhewn them in all their 


 nakedneſs, that you make, a little of the 


| lateſt, a judicious reflection. 


7 hoſe expreſſions, you ſay, which appear 
hoſe to us, were not ſo then. Some words which 
are not indecent in Hebrew, would be fo in 
our language. Therefore the greateſt caution 


| ſhould be uſed in rendering certain expreſ- 


ſions out of our language into yours. Judge 
o& yourſelf, way on your own inet 


In n to prove that our decorums, are 


not fimilar to thoſe of other nations, you add, 


« Thoſe expreflions of Ezekiel, which ſcem 
extraordinary to us, did not appear ſo to 
the Jews. It is true that the ſynagogue, 
in the time of St. Jerom, did not permit 

the 
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« the reading of this prophet before-the age 
of thirty; but it was becauſe he ſays, that 
« the fon ſhall not bear the iniquity of his 
father, in which he plainly contradicted 
« Moſes.” This paſſage of the Ph:loſophical 
Dictionary, brings to our minds another in 
the Treatiſe on Toleration. You ſay in it; 
« Notwithſtanding the plain contradiction 
between Ezekiel and Moſes, the prophet's 
„book was received into the canon of in- 
* ſpired writings. It is true, that the ſyna- 
„ gogue forbad the uſe of it before the age 
« of thirty years, but the cauſe of this pro- 
„ hibition was, leaſt young men ſhould 
make an ill uſe of the looſe deſcriptions 
& that are in it.“ | | | 


Obſerve, ſir, how your two texts agree 
with one another. In one of them, the 
reading of Ezekiel was not forbidden, be- 
cauſe he plainly contradicts Moſes, but le 
young men ſhould make an ill uſe of the looſe 
deſcriptions that are in it. In the other, the 
prohibition was not on account of thoſe ex- 
preſſions which appear too free to us, altho” 
not ſo to the Jews, but becauſe Ezekiel con- 
tradicted Moſes. F 


No, fir, Ezekiel does not contradi&t 
Moſes. We have proved it; but certainly 
one of your texts contradicts the other. 


We 
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We may add, that the ſynagogue was 
certainly right, in prohibiting the reading of 
this prophet before thirty. Some expreffions 
which might, have been decent in the time 
of Ezekiel, became perhaps too free when 
the prohibition was given. Inſtances of theſe 
revolutions are ſeen in all languages. Is it 
in order to contradict the ſynagogue, or to 
edify young people of both ſexes in France, 
that a celebrated French writer has tran- 
ſlated ſo freely thoſe too free expreſſions of 
Ezekiel? In plain ſincerity, fir, which con- 
duct, that of the ſynagogue or of the wri- 
tor/18 maſt :ravenal?. 8 


Let us ſay a word of the viſions of this 
prophet. Whether thro' inattention, or. to 
amuſe your readers, you ſometimes take 
thoſe viſions fr realities. 


Ezekiel, you ſay, devours the parch- 
ment volume, which is preſented to him. 
He remains lying on his left fide three 
“ hundred and ninety days, and on his right 
« ſide forty days, in order to point out the 
« years of the captivity. He loads himſelf 
„with chains, which prefigures thoſe of the 
„people. He covers his bread with excre- 
« ments, &c. &c. Ly 


Let us examine theſe aſſertions diſtinctly. 
Ezekiel devours the parchment volume. No, 


fir, 


\ 
Pd 
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Ezekiel did no ſuch thing, and this vo- 
Hs was not really preſented to him, but 
only in a vifion. If you had been more at- 
tentive, you might have obſerved, that the 
chapter of Ezekiel, out of which this paſſage 
is taken, begins by theſe words, vi " the 
glory of Goa. And when I hoked, ſays the 
prophet, behold an hand was ſent unto "me, and 
lo F a roll of a book was therein. Lo! Topened 
ry mouth, and he cauſed me to eat that roll. 
ben did I eat it, and it was in : my mouth” as 


2 for fweetnefs. 


Do you think, ſir, that St. John really 
eat the book of which he ſpeaks in the Reve- 
lations? "This paſſage explains the other. 
= What, fir, does a learned chriftian like you, 
. take allegories and viſions literally? I tup- 
= poſe you are only aiming at a Joo? FE 


He remains lying on bis te # fide, Sc. The 
remainder of this paſſage o Ezekiel. ſir, is a 
further proof, tut all his paſſed in a-viſion, 
and not in real life. ben the ſpirit entered 
into me, ſays he, and ſet me upon my feet, 
and ſpabe with me, and ſaid unto me, go ſhut 
7 thyſelf within thy houſe. But thou, O fon of 
= man, behold they ſhall put bands upon thee, and 
. ſhall bind thee with them, and thou ſhalt not go 
out among them. And I will make t . ay 
cleave 'to the roof of thy mouth, that th 
be dumb. Lie thou f o upon thy left fide 1 tre 

hundr, 
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hundred” ond mu days. Lie aguin on thy 
right fade”: forty" days.” And be bnd I will-lay 
band en tles, and thou ſbult not turn tbeæ 


from on fd to anotber, till thou haſt (ended 
ibe dayt of tl fiege. The Spirit, vou ſee, 
enters into the prophet. The Spirit ſpeaks | 
to him, aid birids Him in order to keep him 
on the ſame ſide. Does not all this hr a 
ner than Teal en e bon 
i Stk 10 ii n 
beer uten rü. le This 
actien Which is cotirieted: by the ſubſequent 
narration, with what goes before, paſſes alſo 
in the viſion. There — be the leaſt | 


oo 


— 
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Nen excrements; ſignifies no more than 
_ his bread" under dried exeremenits Tet on. 

fire, The cuſtom'of making uſe of the dung 
of animals. ſuch as. oxen, camels, & c. for 
this ſe was oommon in the-poor'coun= 
tries wh the caſt; and modern travellers in- 
form us, that it Rill ſabſiſts among the Ara- | 
 diatis 23 2 live near the Eup rates, and 
"TRE his NN 2D '&5 File! P49] ng, ® in 5 
We el n 10 SRH E BA. 


ine e the Eupbrates. Ris like this 
| in France, i in Britanny, and other provinces. 
The dung of animal is gathered togetber: and dried 
before the ſun, b y placing it EEE the walls of, houſes, _ 
_ it is uſed tor Reitt vens 7 dreffi fling ment, where 
firing is e Eau. hs 5 þ We q Es | 
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in other places too. A quantity of cheir! un- 
leavened dough is ſpread: upon a ſtone. This 
is covered with the dung of cattle which is 
{ct on fire, and the 4 is ſoon baked un- 


der theſe aſhes. To this cuſtom Ezekiel 


alludes, 'and by this he ſhews. the = ee 
to which: the” c Jews were 10. Hs reduced. 


When : a man recals: to mind. theſe a 
toms, ſir, what muſt he think of the filthy 
jeſts of certain writers, and among others 


yours, ſir. Let me ne e e we of 


them. — $1 ks * 7 


: © Sap 
3105 


T be vive, (1 75 you A, — 1 ties to. cat 


for three hundred and ninety days barley-bread, 


made alſo: of beans and millet; covered with 


human txcrements, the prupbet cried out pouab ] 


pouah! pauah ] my ſoul was never before pollu- 


ted. Aud the Lord anſiwered bim, Mell I will 


allow: Woe. ibe dung oxen inſtead of human 
excremento, and with: this dung you ſhall bake 
your As it is not uſual — fHread ſuch 
patron an one f bread, '&c. 1 &c. Thus, 


_ fir, inſtead of ſaying that the bread was 


baked under li ghted Fas you aſſert, that 
the 1 Was made -n ip This truly is 


"philoloplucal 


» 1 oy — o * 6 
f dt 5 FO. N 


« 2 * 
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The travfſator adds, that i in many eben, of . 
where firing is, ſcarce, ſuch expedients are uſed. for 
baking bread and dreſſing meat. 

(i) See Philoſophy of Hiſtory, and Philofoph. Didti- 
onary. Article Ezekiel. 


CERTAIN ]E ws. 435 
E ſincerity ! And you cover the 
ead with theſe: comſits ! Here is wit indeed ! 
Refined and elegant raillerrr . 


Miror & item 1 90 gnor, Yes, fir, we re- 
ſpect you too much, we have to high an 
opinion of you, not to be ſurprized at ſeeing 
vou debaſe yourſelf by ſuch flat and low 

donery; miror! What, is it the great 
writer Voltaire, a man of ſuch delicate feel- 
ings and ſo refined a taſte, who thus defiles 
and diſhonours his com Fn ny It gives us 

oy to hippaſe: it. nor ] r 


But if glthinefs and fatacls 1 falſe 
hood is ſtill more ſhocking. Here, ſir, the 
reſpect and eſteem we have for you, raiſes a 
doubt in our minds which you alone can 
ſolve. When you repreſented Ezekiel, lite- 
1 eating turd for Me. breakfaſt, it is not 

ur part to bluſh: at it, and when by the 
— diſtinguiſhed raillery, you ſpread ſuch 
ſweetmeats on his bread, if in this caſe you 
were ignorant of the ſenſe of the text, and 
of the cuſtom to which it alludes, what a 
poor critiek are you | If on the other hand 
vou were not ignorant, what diſhoneſty in 
your = ne And if, in order to make 

1 augh, you have merrily, and on Pur- 
poſe, and contrary to all information, im- 
puted to a reſpectable perſon, dirty offenſi ve 
. hoe: mean muſt-be your character! 
f | En We 
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We ſhall-cloſe this article, ſir, by one of the 


moſt ingenious ſallies of your book, formerly 


called, Dictionaire Phi e now wa 


fer I. | 


W ber, ou fa 4 likes the pr Jew of 
Ezetiel, * to p, a je rp oy 
How prettily this is ſaid! And how much: 
certain” readers ay Have: been ER = with 
this pve of wit 10 


7 
5 51 


+ Deſerwes to tals a cn aff 2 W He 


| — would get but a poor breakfaſt with 


Ezekiel. He would eat bad bread baked 
under the aſhes of lighted dung, according to 
the cuſtom of thoſe poor nations Who lived 
around him. But he would get a ſtill worſe 
breakfaſt with you. He would eat on his 
bread. inſtead of ſweetmeats Pie. This 
is not Ezekicl's breakfaſt, but one prepared 
by you. You cooked it up in order t to re- 


| ue your: readers. _ _— ec” 


— Kies abe anbei, es of Beekiel, 5 4 
ſerves to take a breakfaſt uith him. And 
what does he deſerve, who does not think it 
— him, to deſcend to theſe flat coarſe 

8 O great man, how mi ghtily do you 
fall, and dus I pity you! 125 ode 


Thus, fr, [cxpriifiqns which are looſe: in 
our modern W but decent in ancient 
* : at 


PRO or in pag 


languages, viſions which, you take. for reali- 
ties, real actions which, you repreſent in falſe 
and odious colours, &c. &c. are the great 


oObjections which you make to our prophets. 


Can a man who is ſo intimately acquainted 
with antiguity as you are, make ſuch objec- 
tions? Is: it not unfair, fir, to ſeparate thoſe 
expreſſions, thoſe types, &c. from the times 
and circumſtances in which our prophets 
lived, from the countries which they in- 
habited, from the manners of the people to 
whom they ſpoke, from the holy lives which 
they led, 5 their fine geniuſes, their diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, their courage? Is it not ridi- 


culous to judge of their age by ours, and 


to expect to find in them our dreſſes, lan- 
cy and manners? You have often aſ- 
ſerted that this was abſurd, when. will you 
aſſert it with ſincerity ?'_</, 
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| You have till one objection remaining, 
fir; this is to aſſert with Porphyry that our 
prophecies were fabricated after the event. 
Do you chuſe this as your ſtrong hold, ſir? 


It is the. leaſt tenable poſt of them all. 
c. KN. ( 334 2 2 yt 


n 
2 . : \ OS 
9 FF 0 * —_— \ 
4 a. * 9 5 . 
— - —— — — — 4 2-4 c — 


N * on” —— b T ; _— = \ 
SET DFR ect 
- on * 1 
f e. ITO SS 
y - — * 5 1 
- = 2 4. . 
* — NESS 1 > * * 


irren 


Iſt, You cannot defend this pretended 
ſuppoſition any other way, than by aban- 
doning moſt of your former aſſertions. In- 
deed if, as you maintain, all our prophecies 
are vague, equivocal, obſcure, applicable to 


every kind of events, it is in vain to have 


recourſe to a ſuppoſition advanced without 
proofs. If this pretended ſuppoſition is look- 
ed on as a medium, neceſſary to the expla- 
nation of our prophecies, this is a tacit ac- 
knowledgement, that there are ſome of 
them, nay many, of ſtriking clearneſs. For 


if only ſome of them were clear, lucky acci- 
dents, the art of conjecture, the calculation 


of . chances would ſufficiently account for 


4 1 
the T n Es | . 
we. Sy * 


A2 gqdly, If our prophecies were fabricated 


after the event, by whom were they fabri- 
cated? Was it by a ſingle forger? Is it pro- 
bable that one forger could have talents ſuf- 


ficient, for talents were ſurely needful, to 
write all the Jewiſh prophecies from Moſes 


to Malachi; that he had knowledge ſuffi- 
cient of ancient and more modern times, to 


connect all theſe prophecies with the hiſtory 


of our nation, and with that of all the neigh- 
bouring nations, without falling into any of 


thoſe. anachroniſms, - which ſoon betray an 


impoſtor? Conld one forger have art enough 


to conform himſelf ſo exactly to the lan- 
guage, the ways of thinking, and various 


cuſtoms 


” 
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uſtoms of thoſe different ages, in which he 
was to place thoſe prophecies, and their au- 
thors? What ſingle man could have flexi- 
bility of ſtyle ſufficient,” to be pure, forcible 
and noble with Moſes, elegant and ſublime 
with Iſaiah, tender and pathetick with Jere- 
miah, ee ee with Ezekiel, obſcure with 
Hoſea, rough and coarſe with Amos? &c. 
Ke. What man could have tafte ſufficient 
to inſert” thoſe various tints in his compoſi- 
tions which : diſtinguiſh writers of different 
ages, and even cotemporary writers from 
one another? And in ſhort, what man could 
add to all theſe uncommon gifts ſuch ſublime 
ideas of the divinity; ſuch unerring principles 
with reſpect to morality, ſuch juſt notions of 
true piety, as may be found in the 2 
of our prophets ? | ; + LANE 35-0 LIAR.» FE 


Will you rather ay that theſe prophecies 
were the work of ſeveral forgers! ?* Bat, fir, 
if you increaſe the number of forgers with- 
out ſolving the preceding difficulties, you will 
neceſſarily add new ones to the former. It 
would de ſtill harder to conceive how ſuch. 
harmony could ſubſiſt between theſe diffe- 
rent compoſitions, with reſpect to hiſtory, 
language, manners, &c. And thus the ſuc- 
ceſs of the forgery would be ſtill more doubt- 
n ⁰ you not ſee that the more accom- 
18 11 Ee 4 Ns pes 
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plices there are in a, E an e age | 
there: is of a diſcovery? 


ESL IEEE EEE. 
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How could all theſs — — EY 
ed in keeping their common : ſecret? And 
what arts muſt they have uſed to get thoſe 
writings. adopted by * Jews, that is, by a 
people of all others, the moſt ſcrupulouſly 
attached to the authority of their ſacred wri- 
tings? But, on the other hand, how did it 
happen, that theſe cunning impoſtors were 
weak enough to leave in their eompoſitions 
thoſe expreſſions which fend you, thoſe 
actions which afright. you, thoſe plain cun- 
tradictions with Moſes, which would natu- 
rally have cauſed their rejection? Did theſe 


— iti join the higheſt ane * "Oo 
greateſt un{kilfulneſs? erat n 


. zdly, But, where and W could theſe 
rophecies. have been. Fares 2: Ia e 
eruſalem, or Alexandria ? ont 

In Babylon? 5 if we A WR you, 4 

Jews, funk into the deepeſt i — began to 
write. And there, juſt as they began to 
drite, they Sb ſed the prophecies 

Moſes, 3 Iſaiah, Jeremiah, thoſe their 
maſter pieces of poctry and eloquence. 
Tas ignorant Jens mut haye had great 
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_ talents, ſir. Et leurs cs e 
you ee 


n grant em — talents von 
. pleaſes: could. they: writs: at Babylon, events 
poſterior to their return into Paleſtine? Such 
as the deſtruction of the TO empire 
by the king of : Macedon, the rapid pro 
of this conqueror, his death, the diviſions of 
his ſucceſſors, the impieties and cruelties 


practiſed by one of them? in ſe gen and 1 in 
: Judeas &c. en 


In ale; no Fes 10 abuiats theſe diffi 
 eultics, you ſometimes ſay, that theſe pro- 
phecies were fabricated at Jeruſalem, or in 
Alexandria. We have ſome Jewiſh compo- 
ſitions, ſir, remaining, which were written, 
aſter the captivity, at Jeruſalem and Alex- 
andria, the book of Eſdras for inſtance, and 
that of Miſuom Does not a man of taſte, 
like you, ſir, and a learned Hebrean, per- 
ceive a difference between the correct, ele- 
nt, noble ſtyle of Iſaiah, and the almoſt 
rbarous: language of Eftras? Between the 
Grecian turn of the book of M iſdom, and the 
antique manner of our prophets? In every 
nation, the ages of writers are diſtinguiſhed 
by theſe differences of ſtyle. You might as 
well make Cicero a cotemporary of Peter 
Chryſologus, or Virgil of Sidonius Apollina- 
| ris, as place the 3 authors of the 
prophecies 
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in the ages of Eſdras, and of the book of 


Wiſdom. This would be as bad as to ſay, 
that Horace, Livy, Tacitus, Ovid, &c. were 


written by the monks of the- eighth * 


ninth centuries. Would you do that 
of ſervice to the ſcriptures, which father 
Hardouin did to the claſſicks? R: 


If our prophecies. had Foes fabricated at 


| Jeruſalem, or in Alexandria, how could the 


impoſtors of Jeruſalem get them received as 
true ones, by the ſchools and ſynagogues of 
Babylon? How could the Jews of. Alexan- 
dria, not only get them adopted by their 
brethren of Babylon and Jeruſalem, but alſo, 
inſerted into the canon of the ſcriptures 
already cloſed ? And this at a time when'the 
Jews watched with ſcrupulous care, to pre- 
ſerve the purity of their ſacred writings, and 
whilſt other reſpectable works, ſuch * as 
Tobias, - ma "Cre. could: not Si an 
tagce? 


Laſtly, fir, you have: WIGS your oyes two 
events, which muſt ſeveral times have ſtruck 
you. The diſperſion of the Jewiſh nation, 


and their wonderful preſervation, notwith- 


ſtanding this diſperſion and all the calamities 


which have accompanied it. Theſe thing 
were foretold, and could they be foretold 


CERTATN IE Ss. 443 
by the impoſtors of Babylon? Or thoſe of 
Jeruſalem, or of Alexandria ? Weigh theſe 
conſiderations, ſir, and endeavour to ſolve 
theſe difficulties. vil} 11194) wil | 


CONCLUSION. 


This, fir, is part of the reflections we 
made upon a peruſal of your Treatiſe on 
Toleration, and of ſome other writings, 
which are (1) aſcribed to you. We have 
perhaps ſometimes erred; and (2) who does 
not? But we ſearch after truth with ſin- 


(i) Aſcribed to you. We have ſuppoſed, ' agreeable to 
common fame, that the Philoſophy of Hiſtory, the De- 
fenſe de mon Oncle, ſome articles of the Philoſophical Die- 
tionary, were written by the illuſtrious author whom we 
are refuting; but we are juſt now informed, that Mr. de 
Voltaire diſowns theſe works. If they were falſely im- 
puted to him, we beg his pardon, for having ſuppoſed 
him the author of them. We acknowledge them to be 
unworthy of an author of his rank. Aut. 

(2) Who does not? If Mr, de Voltaire, whoſe know- 

| ledge knows no bounds but thoſe of the human mind, 
has committed ſome miſtakes, can we flatter ourſelves 

with never having erred, we who are almoſt always 
confined to a village, in want of many helps, and often 

of books, and who are unable to conſecrate any of our 

time to ſtudy, except ſuch hours of leiſure as we can 

ſteal away from the more neceſſary duty of getting our 
bread ? Idem. 


cerity. If you think us wrong, FOR to ſet 
us vas We do hereby engage to correct 
by cance-leaves, every thing that ſhall be 


diſpleaſing to you in this work, and. we will 
keep our word. 
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One thing we muſt .not conceal, but pub- 
liſh it to the world with gratitude. The 
Jewiſh nation has ſome obligations to you. 
.You have cleared us, as far as in you lay, 
of that crime which makes us abhorred by 
the whole: chriſtian world. If the Auto da 
Fe's, of Madrid and Liſbon: are leſs bloody, 
if the ſeverity of that awful tribunal, which 
tries us is at length mitigated, for this we 
are perhaps more indebted to your writings 
than to any other cauſe. Vou have at leaſt 
often exhorted chriſtians to look upon us as 
(1) brethren. Aſſume the ſame ſentiments 
towards us, fir, which you wiſh to inſtil 
into others, and keep up every where in the 
new eto 5 your works, that character of 
110 Moderation 
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(1) As brethren. © What,” ſays he, „ my brother 
„ tbe Turk, the Chineſe, the Few. Yes certainly, are 
& We not children all of us, of the fame father, and 
creatures of the ſame god?“ And is it by indulging 
ſuch ſentiments, that the illuſtrious writer has fo 


eruelly abuſed the Jewilly untiom, both ancient and 
e | 8 | | 
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moderation and benevolence, which ſhines 
W in ſo ee ports of your writings. 


We remain, fir, 1 the mofl ſincere 
reſpeRt and admiration. 


Your A bumble, 


and | obedient FTE 


REA neighbourhood _ 3 of * Ben Jo | 
Zotb Datober 25 771. Aaron Mathatai. 
x David Wincker. © 
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